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Ahmadinejad side-steps
Holocaust, Israel questions

 Ahmadinejad claimed not to understand why the debate on the Holocaust should
be closed, and called for more research to be done.

e "In Iran, we don't have homosexuals, like in your country... In Iran, we don't
have this phenomenon. I don't know who's told you that we have it." PAGES 8, 9

A dd’ng COIO ur to Narrators from King David Linksfield in their upcoming production of “Joseph and the

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat”. In the picture: Romi Tollman, Arielle Behrmann, Gia Jacobs,

Joseph,S dream coat Jessica Blumberg and Courtney Fuhr. (PHoToGRAPH: FRANK TAPNACK) SEE PAGE 14

Jewish estate
agents take
prestigious
awards / 6

Goldstein,
Chikane
debate
forgiveness / 6

Chikane: “But how do you
heal a nation? Retributive
justice seems to be a con-
tradiction. There is the
demand for the truth to be
known followed by a
demand for justice. Tell the
true story as a trade-off for
amnesty? But what about
the victims?”

Goldstein: “Responsibility is
about freedom. We are free,
expressing free choice and
we must take sole responsi-
bility for whatever we did
out of our freedom of
choice. What we do now has
consequences for tomor-
row... We must nurture a
society based on future
responsibility and this is
behind the Bill of Morals...”

Kids’ theatre
bonanza/ 10

Jewish Report
publishing
schedule

Due to the Chagim this issue
is 16 pages. Our next issue of
the SAJR will appear on
October 12, when our normal
schedule will resume.

BENJAMIN GINSBERG’S DISCOVERY OF ROOIBOSTEA /7 CROSSWORD /12 YOUTHTALK/ 14,15 ISRAEL IN DAVIS CUPTENNIS/ 16

You're invited...

to enjoy the use of our sukkah
between 8.30am and 5.00pm at
44 Glenhove Rd, Melrose Estate

REALTY COMPANY

08611FIRZT www.firzt.co.za Email a picture of your Sukkah to askdenese@firzt.co.za and win a Firzt prize.
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

In the beginning...

FEW PASSAGES of Torah are as
universally recognised as the open-
ing chapter of Sefer B’reishit - the
Book of Genesis. While not scientif-
ic truth, this opening explanation of
the beginning of the world and the
concept of the world having a
beginning, is a powerful expansion
for human understanding.

In religious thought, Torah’s pos-
tulation of creatio ex nihilo - cre-
ation from nothing - moves the
ancient world from polytheism and
even monism to monotheism -
belief in the only deity.

Through the succeeding genera-
tions, however, the nature of that
only deity has often been the sub-
ject of debate. Mediaeval descrip-
tions called for omnipotence,
omniscience and eternality; yet
Torah points often to a power-shar-
ing, questioning divinity. Using
multiple names for the Creator of
all things, it is too easy to equate G-
d with good, and allocate all evil in
the world to other sources.

In the view of Torah, humans are
at once the crowning piece of cre-
ation and the perpetrators of
numerous ill deeds. The perfection
of the Garden of Eden, the lost
innocence of Adam and Eve, the
responsibility of Cain for his broth-
er Abel, and the corruption of Dor
haMabul - the generation of the
flood - all point to the human fail-
ings through which the plan for cre-
ation devolves.

The early generations are
marked by strong shifts in direction
mixing Divine wrath with Divine
protection.

Several traditional interpreta-

| PARSHAT
B'REISHIT

Rabbi Robert Jacobs,
Bet David, Morningside

tions view creation as a fragile ves-
sel made of crystal. One suggests a
great globe that shatters with the
intensity of the light of the first day
of creation, spreading Divine
sparks everywhere.

Midrash B’reishit Rabba sug-
gests that the created world resem-
bles a fine goblet, into which the
mixture of opposing qualities is
poured. Justice and Mercy is one
suggested pair. Justice is cold,
rational and deterministic. Mercy
is hot, emotional and free flowing.

These opposites challenge the
durability of the created vessel.
When added in equal amounts
simultaneously, the fine goblet
endures.

Monotheism promises a world
that is just and governed by the rule
of law.

Religious systems with multiple
deities are subject to fate and the
caprice of the ruling class known as
gods. One argument is that if G-d is
just, and humans are created in
that image and likeness, humans
are also bound to be just, to set up
just societies, and to offer equality
to all citizens.

Those are the principles incorpo-
rated by the two great revolutions
of the 18th century - in France and
in America - where these principles

of the Enlightenment were stated
as “Liberté, Egalité et Fraternité”
and “All men are created equal” -
both equally traceable to Torah.

A just society offers a level play-
ing field for all by recognising indi-
vidual potential, with opportunities
for education, healthcare, housing
and satisfying work as fundamental
rights.

It promises access to unbiased
courts and responsive systems for
administration. It allows for diver-
gent beliefs and practices and cre-
ates policies that encourage sus-
tainable development in a world
where renewal is continual.

Who is to build such a society?
Living in a democratic nation, the
responsibility is shared by all citi-
zens. Judaism teaches that Divine
qualities of justice and mercy affect
the condition of the world.

Increasing attention had recently
been drawn to the effect of human
actions on the state of the world
over which we have been given
dominion, the world of shared
dominion.

This world relies upon a delicate
balance of Divine force and human
stewardship to maintain the cli-
mate, to use scarce resources wise-
ly, to leave adequate space for wild
animals and to protect domestic
ones from cruelty.

In the beginning, the world was
created. The Siddur points to the
renewal of creation daily. Humans,
created in the image of G-d, are
partners in that renewal as we are
partners in the justice of our times.

The insights in the opening chap-
ters of Genesis guide us: Be respon-
sible citizens, ambitious gardeners,
and have faith in a just and merciful
world.

Success is a lifelong effort

OUR LITURGY declares the holiday
of Succot to be the “z'man simcha-
seinu”, the Time of our Gladness. It
is readily understood why Pesach is
called the Time of our Freedom and
Shavuot is the Time of Receiving the
Torah. Our Sages offer numerous
interpretations of the designation
given Succot.

One of the more common expla-
nations is the climactic role of
Succot and Simchas Torah in the
Tishrei holiday season. We have
devoted the previous two weeks to
the recognition of G-d’s dominion
over the entirety of creation on
Rosh Hashanah, the introspection
and self-correction of the Ten Days
of Repentance and the cleansing
and rededication to G-d’s way on
Yom Kippur.

We now enter Succot, the oppor-
tunity to focus on the basic blessings
with which G-d showers us daily. We
are elated in our recognition and
appreciation of both His protection,
as demonstrated by our leaving our
“secure” homes for unfortified, tem-
porary Succah booths, and his gift of
water, which is the focus of the
Simchas Beis HaSho’evah (the Cele-
bration of the Drawing of Water, a
service that was practiced in the
Bais HaMikdash/Holy Temple in
Jerusalem, which is commemorated
on the second day of Succot), the
special Hoshanah Rabah supplica-
tions on the seventh day of Succot,
and the Prayer for Rain on Shmini
Atzeres.

SIMCHAT TORAH
PARSHAT VEZOT
HABRACHA

One who has truly grown closer
to G-d through the reflective
process of Rosh Hashanah/Yom
Kippur, possesses the faith to expe-
rience pure joy in the realisation of
G-d’s love demonstrated in these
simple, yet most essential, gifts.

The pinnacle of our ecstasy is our
celebration of the Divine gift which
continues to define us as a nation,
the Torah. Simchas Torah, as part
of the Shmini Atzeres celebration,
is actually a holiday separate from
Succot, with no species to wave, no
Succah to sit in.

We are left with one focus: the
Torah remains as G-d’s revelation
of His commitment to the Jewish
people and our guidebook in how to
express our commitment to Him.
We celebrate that each of us has a
share in the Torah, and it is
through the maximisation of the
potential of that share that we forge
a stronger bond with our Creator.

Yet, it is at this moment when we
are flying highest that the Torah
sends us a sobering, grounding
message not to take all of this
potential energy for granted. The
highlight of the Simchas Torah
morning service is the completion
of the Five Books of Moses with the

reading of the final two chapters of
Devarim/Deuteronomy and the
immediate launching of the new
cycle of Torah reading with the first
34 verses of Beraishis/Genesis.

The closing of Devarim is the
final events of the final day of
Moshe’s life: his blessing of the
Jewish people and his death and
mourning.

In the first verse of the portion he
is called a “man of G-d”. For forty
years, throughout the last four
books of the Bible, Moshe is the
bearer of the word of G-d and its
teacher to the Children of Israel. A
few verses later (10) the Torah itself
testifies that “Never again has there
risen in Israel a prophet like Moshe,
whom G-d had known face to face.”

Moshe had a familiarity with G-d,
an ability to request “an audience”,
that no other prophet has ever
enjoyed. Why is he now first called
G-d’s servant?

Rabbeinu Bachya (1263 - 1340;
author of Biblical commentary)
explains that the term servant is
really most appropriate, since a ser-
vant accompanies his master into
the innermost chambers of the res-
idence and is always in his pres-
ence.

But the Medrash on Psalms
explains that G-d never calls the
righteous “holy” until their deaths,
because throughout their time in
this world they are hounded by
their Yetzer Hara (evil inclination)
and G-d does not trust them until
they die.

Moshe Rabbeinu, our teacher

SHABBAT TIMES

AND YOMTOV TIMES

Erev Shemini Atzeret
October 3 / 21 Tishrei

Please remember to light a can-
dle that will burn over both
days, and that will burn till can-
dle-lighting time for Shabbat.

Candle-lighting times:

17:51 Johannesburg
18:10 Cape Town
17:41 Durban

17:59 Bloemfontein
18:00 Port Elizabeth
17:54 East London

Erev Simchat Torah
October 4 / 22 Tishrei

Please remember to light can-
dles from an existing flame
These are the earliest times for
candle-lighting:

18:40  Johannesburg
19:25 Cape Town

18:31 Durban

18:50 Bloemfontein
18:56 Port Elizabeth
18:46 East London
Parshat Ve Zot Habracha
Shabbat times

October 5/ 23 Tishrei
October 6 / 24 Tishrei

Please remember to light can-
dles from an existing flame
These are the latest times for
candle-lighting:

Starts Ends

17:52 18:41 Johannesburg
18:10 19:26  Cape Town
17:42 18:32  Durban

18:01 18:51 Bloemfontein
18:00 18:58  Port Elizabeth
18:56 18:48  East London

Parshat Bereishit

Sponsored by:

Invesiment
Solutions

IT ALL ADDS UP!

Moshe, the mortal who spent forty
days and nights on Mount Sinai
without food or drink to receive the
Torah for the Jewish people. G-d
did not trust him to be called a true
“servant of G-d” until after his
demise, until after he could posi-
tively claim victory in his lifelong
battle with his evil inclination.

Who are we to be sure of our foot-
ing as we climb our way to higher
heights in our relationship with the
A-mighty?

We head into the final days, as
the z’man simchaseinu comes to a
thunderous climax with our final
days in the Succah, our prayers for
our simple life source called water,
our celebration of our share in the
spiritual life source called the
Torah.

Copyright (c) 2001 by Rabbi
Pinchas Avruch and Project
Genesis, Inc
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SAJBD can be justifiably

proud of its ‘Reach’ book

LIONEL SLIER

ONE OF the best known and
oft-repeated lines in the
Talmud is “He who saves a
life, it is as if he saves a whole
world”. By deduction, there-
fore, if one helps a life, one
helps a world. Every person
has hopes, ambitions and
potential to create a personal
world that impacts happily
on others.

Unfortunately this is often
forestalled beyond that per-
son’s control by circum-
stances that can be historical,
such as poverty, illiteracy,
lack of the opportunity to
learn skills and non-fulfil-
ment of potential.

The South African Jewish
Board of Deputies is only too
aware of these unfavourable
and negative circumstances
and although historically it
has seen itself as the protec-
tor of people of Jewish faith,
it has morphed now into an umbrella organ-
isation that promotes, helps and oversees
many outreach programmes that benefit
the wider community, particularly the pre-
viously disadvantaged section.

The Board has just published a beautiful
book called Reach, with the subtitle Jewish
Helping Hands in South Africa. This is just
what Jewish organisations do - they give a
helping hand, and remember, organisations
equal the sum of the individual members of
the community.

The book is dedicated to the memory of
the late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris z’l. Rabbi
Harris was a founder of the outreach organ-
isation MaAfrika Tikkun, following the
halachic obligations that Jews must give
assistance to the needy in the entire society.

In an introductory message, Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond Tutu points out that
Rabbi Harris taught his community that
healing the wounds of South Africa’s divid-
ed past through focussed social action was a
moral obligation.

The present chief rabbi, Dr Warren
Goldstein, writes in a foreword: “The teach-
ings of our sages require us to share the
hopes and dreams of the new South Africa,
and to do more than that - they call on us
actively to contribute to its progress and
welfare.”

The book is divided into six chapters.
Number one is “Closing the Gap” and listed
are the main Jewish organisations involved
in broad outreach - MaAfrika Tikkun, ORT-
South Africa, the Union of Jewish Women
and the Sisterhood of the Union of
Progressive Judaism.

In addition, some 25 organisations serve
primarily the Jewish community but also
concern themselves with social projects
among the other population groups.
Projects under this chapter are “Feeding

JEHIEH HELPING |
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JEWISH HELPING HANDS IN SOUTH AFRICA

schemes, poverty relief and (teaching)
skills”.

Chapters two, three and four are about
projects in Johannesburg, Cape Town and
Durban respectively. There are brief histo-
ries of the various organisations involved in
outreach programmes in their own areas
and it is interesting to note that both
Orthodox and Progressive streams of
Judaism work side by side in their involve-
ment with social action among the needy,
the hungry, the illiterate, the sick and the
aged.

Outside of these three major areas of
Jewish settlement are smaller communities

Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, East
London, Oudtshoorn, Stellenbosch and
Nelspruit - where projects are in place.

Chapter 6 is about the involvement of
schools, students and youth movements.
Rabbi Dovid Hazdan of the Great Park Shul
writes: “There is no deeper darkness than
in a society in which one human being does
not see the needs of another. It is vital that
our students value the powerful impact that
they can have on the lives of others.”

About 80 per cent of Jewish children
attend Jewish day schools and to their ever-
lasting credit all run outreach connections
with disadvantaged learners, contributing
tutoring, stationery, food, warmth and
“togetherness”. It is obvious that these
young Jews will continue with this social
interaction after they leave school and pass
into adulthood.

This beautifully produced book with text
by Wendy Kahn and David Saks, has excel-
lent photographs reflecting facets of Jewish
life that South African Jews can be proud of
and also be Proudly South African.

» The book can be purchased at the Offices
of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies at
Beyachad, Rouxville, Johannesburg, at
R100. Telephone (011) 645-2521.

SILETTING

Property Rental and Management

LANDLORDS AND TENANTS RELAX AND LET US DO THE WORK
JUST LETTING IS THE ONLY NATIONAL DEDICATED LETTING AGENCY.

GLENHAZEL
KILLARNEY

Landlords we have numerous enquiries for property in the
following areas.

Bramley Gardens, Cheltondale, Fairmount, Forest Town, Glenhazel,
Gresswold, Highlands North, Houghton, Killarney, Lyndhursf, Norwood,
Orange Grove, Parkfown, Parkwood, Rembrandt Park, Sandringham,
Saxonwold, Sydenham and Waverley

We have demand for houses, fownhouses and coflages af affordable
rentals. List your properly with us fo ensure best resulfs.

CALLUS ON 011 454 5418 FOR A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
KILLARNEY@JUSTLETTING.CO.ZA

OR VISIT THE JUST LETTING WEBSITE AND CLICK ON KILLARNEY
FOR DETAILS OF ALL THE UNIT WE HAVE TO OFFER

BUDDY BEAR the ultimate bear building experience
with the largest selection of ‘bear wear' in Africa.
It will delight shoppers young and old.

Choose your new best friend from our selection of over 150 items.
Fluff him/her, add a heart, make a wish, give a voice, weigh and
measure him, name him and print out his personalized birth certificate.
All from only R99. 00
Next, its off 1o the ‘catwalk’ to choose the beary best wardrobe
from our range of ‘design a fashion bear wear'.

If by chance your new bear is an avid rugby supporter you will be
delighted to know that you can purchase officially licensed: Bok, Lions,
Sharks, Stormers or Blue Bull jerseys for the next game,
or choose a ‘lekker’ bear wear traditional Zulu, Sothu or
Xhosa outfit, ideal for any occasion.

Book a BEAR party that will be remembered forever
at home or in-store from R83. 00 per child.

BUDDY BEAR is the original store based bear building
concept in South Africa,

OUR STORES:

Worldwear Mall: Fairlands (011) 431-4256 -
Cedar Square: Fourways (011) 465-9112
BedfordCentre: Bedfordview (011) 615-0843

* Westgate - 1 October * Rosebank - 1 October
OPENING SOON

“ Sandton * Kolannad/Pretoria * East Rand/East London
Why nol join the buddy bear franchise family and be part of the winning team.
H/Office Tel No. 031-7021372, Fax No, 031-7015163,

Email, leanne@buddybear.co.za
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Architecture imbued by
the vivacity of Africa

CLIVE M CHIPKIN

TO REMEMBER Mannie Feldman (pic-
tured) who died recently, is to celebrate
life, to recall bubbling humour and to
review a complex architecture.

He came out of the milieu of a large
extended family that promoted learning
and produced among its members musi-
cians, artists, activists and two - going on
three - generations of architects.

Irma Stern’s 1927 portrait of Richard
and Ray Feldman, provides us with a
glimpse of this cultural richness.

Mannie, in fact, initially saw himself as
a violinist but turned to architecture as an
ex-serviceman after the Second World
War, where he had served as a navigator in
the SAAF, stationed in Egypt and Italy.

He was born in 1924, the son of a med-
ical officer of health in Vereeniging and
his wife. When Mannie was six the family
travelled to Europe to enable his father to
specialise in Vienna.

On the return journey from South-
ampton, a passenger on board asked:
“Now that you’ve seen the great cities of
the world, which do you like best?” The
reply was characteristic of Feldman:
“Vereeniging is best.”

In 1948 when the State of Israel was in
danger, he volunteered for the Israeli air
force - newly formed with outdated air-
craft, anything that could be made to fly.
He related that during sorties he would
lean over the side of the cockpit to drop
bombs by hand!

But his cultural bias was African. Africa

was in his mind from an early age when
he paged through old books illustrating
the rich diversity of African architecture
and sculpture, hinting at the flowering
genius of the continent.

In the Yiddish Folkschool in Sydenham
(1962) inspired modernity was derived
from the modular design of the new
English post-war schools. In addition the
school was a focus for an outpouring of
joyous energy; the jagged, spiky entrance
sculpture in concrete was by Feldman
himself; the brilliant off-cut tile mural
was by Harold Rubin.

In this domestic scale work there was
always an integration of art, sculpture
and architecture. There was a further
quality - the house as a setting for music.

In his own family home on Jan Smuts
Avenue, Parkwood (1957) - the walls
bagged with hand sweeps like veld hous-
es; the interior animated by Arne
Jacobsen dining chairs and a small fold-

ing chair from the Congo and later an erotic
totem sculpture from Central Africa, there
was also a raised platform for recitals of
voice, viola and piano. This was specifically
for his wife Anne, an eminent soprano who
trained the Soweto Choir famous for their
Messiah recitals.

In his high-rise work, other imperatives
operated. Like Erno Goldfinger, (in whose
London office he worked after graduating in
1950) he saw large-scale architecture as
sculpture, expressing strong ideas and mak-
ing powerful statements. He read the
African context in a particular way - as a
vast continent-size landscape requiring bold
interventions. This led to the Hong-
Kongnisation at Ponte in Hillbrow (1972 -
1975), known for a while as Le Petit
Kinshasa.

Denis Kadima from Lumbumbashi
remembers Ponte from this time when it
represented for him the modernity of a new
world.

I look beyond the criticism of Ponte that
has appeared since it fell into decay to an
alternative conclusion. Virtually no view of
Greater Johannesburg is devoid of Ponte. At
night the building is haunting and spectacu-
lar and provides the urban climax one sub-
consciously yearns for.

Feldman devoted the last decade to devel-
oping flexible housing types for mass eco-
nomic housing. This resulted in five or six
volumes showing hundreds of alternatives
based on a lifetime’s experience. Designing
and drawing to the end. Feldman is survived
by his wife Anne, his son Marc and Marc’s
wife Lauren, and four grandchildren.

Herzlia Vocal
Ensemble to
hit Joburg

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

JOHANNESBURGERS will be treated to
the sound of the Herzlia Vocal Ensemble
when the group is hosted by King David
Victory Park in early October.

Comprising 25 learners from grades
six to nine, the performers are drawn
from the Herzlia Middle School as well as
Herzlia Highlands Primary.

This is the first time that the group,
which won major awards at the
eisteddfod, will be performing outside
Cape Town.

According to musical director Ivor
Joffe, the chazzan at Sea Point’s Marais
Road Shul, the learners have a diverse
repertoire including Hebrew and Yiddish
songs, some of which they performed at
the recent Yiddish Song Festival held
here. Also in the line-up are English pop
songs and Broadway hits.

Joffe is assisted in the training, musi-
cal accompaniment and staging by Bev
Ryder, Sandy Segal and Gabi Sulcas who
will all be travelling with the group.

The Herzlia Vocal Ensemble has a full
programme for its four-day tour, includ-
ing a concert for the public to be held on
Sunday October 7 at 19:30 at the
Beyachad Centre (new auditorium).
Tickets at R50 include refreshments and
will be on sale at the door from 18:00. For
more information and pre-booking, call
082 777 7740.
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W AUCTION
ALLIANCE.

IT'S NOT JUST A NAME CHANGE.

IT'S AN EVOLUTION.

ALLIANCE
group.

For years we have been connecting buyers and sellers under the Auction Alllance brand. Qur continued mission
to keep you, our clien!, one step ahead, has lead lo several exciting ossel sales and service olferings. As a resull,
we have evolved our brand to Alliance Group — our focus now extends beyund auclions to a diverse ronge of
specialist asset services. II's aboul lrue wealth creation for you. It's how we keep you ahead of the game.

Contacl us on 08B&1 ALLIANCE or visit www.allioncegroupico.za to learn more aboul our exciting evolulion.

v AUCTIONS # BUSINESS SALES » FINANCE w PROPERTY INSPECTIONS w» VALUATIONS
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silence he

encompassed
a whole world

OWN CORRESPONDENT

MARCEL MARCEAU, who revived the art of mime and brought
poetry to silence, has died at the age of 84 in Paris.

Wearing white face paint, soft shoes and a battered hat topped
with a red flower, Marceau, a French-Jewish Holocaust sur-
vivor, played the entire range of human emotions onstage for
more than 50 years, never uttering a word. Offstage, he was
famously gregarious and chatty.

“Never get a mime talking. He won’t stop,” he once joked.

Marceau’s lithe gestures and pliant facial expressions gave
life to characters from a peevish waiter to a lion tamer to an old
woman Kknitting.

He changed his name from Marcus Mangel to Marcel
Marceau to hide his Jewish origins. He survived the Holocaust
and with his brother Alain worked with the French Resistance
to protect Jewish children. He would alter their identity cards -
changing their birth dates to trick the Germans into thinking
they were too young to be deported. His biggest inspiration was
Charlie Chaplin.

Marceau, in turn, inspired countless young performers -
Michael Jackson borrowed his famous “moonwalk” from a
Marceau sketch, “Walking Against the Wind”.

In one of his most poignant and philosophical acts, “Youth,
Maturity, Old Age, Death,” Marceau wordlessly showed the
passing of an entire life in just minutes.

Marceau was born (as Marcel Mangel) on March 22, 1923, in
Strasbourg, France. His father, Charles, a butcher who sang
baritone, introduced his son to the world of music and theatre at
an early age. The boy adored the silent film stars of the era:
Chaplin, Buster Keaton and the Marx brothers.

When the Germans marched into eastern France, he and his
family were given just hours to pack their bags. He fled to south-
west France and changed his last name to Marceau.

In 1944, Marceau’s father was sent to Auschwitz, where he
died.

When Paris was liberated, Marcel’s life as a performer began.
He enrolled in Charles Dullin’s School of Dramatic Art, study-
ing with the renowned mime Etienne Decroux.

On a tiny stage at the Theatre de Poche, a smoke-filled Left
Bank cabaret, he sought to perfect the style of mime that would
become his trademark. Bip, his onstage persona, was born.

He once said Bip was his alter ego, a sad-faced double whose
eyes lit up with childlike
wonder as he discovered
the world. Bip was a direct
descendant of the 19th cen-
tury harlequin and
Marceau likened him to a
modern-day Don Quixote,
“alone in a fragile world
filled with injustice and
beauty”.

As he aged, Marceau kept
on performing at the same
level, never losing the agili-
ty that made him famous.
On top of his Legion of
Honour and his countless
honorary degrees, he was
invited to be a United
Nations goodwill ambassa-
dor for a 2002 conference on
ageing. He said in an inter-
view in 2003: “You have to
keep working.”

‘Enriching tomorrow -
sharing ideas for future’

LIONEL SLIER

CHIEF RABBI Warren Goldstein (pictured above right)
has kicked off what will become a monthly public
forum in which the sharing of views with a variety of
people, will take place at the highest level.

At the first meeting held at the Rabbi Cyril Harris
Community Centre in Johannesburg, just prior to Rosh
Hashanah, Chief Rabbi Goldstein shared the platform
with the Director General in the Presidency, Reverend
Frank Chikane (pictured above left) .

Rev Chikane spoke on “Forgiveness, repentance and
accountability”.

“The theme of this evening’s talk, ‘Enriching
Tomorrow’, is apt for this nation of ours,” Rev Chikane
stressed. “We are building a better future from a very
painful and disastrous past which saw this country
nearly brought to the brink of disaster and coming
close to destroying itself.

“This very complex society needed to build bridges
and these last 13 years on our passage from the past to
the future, has taxed our brains and energies. Yet there
are some among us who are pressing us to go faster, so
fast, in fact, that the bridges could collapse.

“There are others who put the brakes on and create
crises; they are against change. In 1986 we were at the
height of a crisis; the next year 1987 was the height of
killings in South Africa. In 1988 the headquarters of the
SA Council of Churches was blown up in a profession-
ally planned operation. It was obvious that we all need-
ed to talk.”

Rev Chikane spoke about the fears after the 1994 elec-
tions. “Notwithstanding that people were scared, the
concepts of disclosure, remorse, repentance, forgive-
ness, indemnity, amnesty and reconciliation were need-
ed for healing.”

He posed the question: “But how do you heal a nation?
Retributive justice seems to be a contradiction. There is
the demand for the truth to be known followed by a
demand for justice. Tell the true story as a trade-off for
amnesty? But what about the victims? We had to make
compromises because a perfect world does not exist.

“We had to cross a bridge from the known to the
unknown. We ended up with the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) and we took this deci-
sion to liberate the future, otherwise the past would
destroy the future. The cost of forgiveness was a trade-
off. At a church service a person stood up and said that
he did not know that forgiveness was so costly.”

In 1989 the National Party government agents tried to
assassinate Rev Chikane. A lethal chemical substance
was injected in clothing of the Reverend when a suitcase
of his was opened while passing through the baggage
section of the airport.

Fortuitously the attempt failed and Rev Chikane told
the audience: “I have forgiven everyone connected with
the attempt. I realised that if I could not forgive the per-
petrators then I would always be the prisoner of the per-
son who caused me the pain.

“Then recently when former Minister Vlok and
Commissioner of Police Johann van der Merwe appeared
in court over the incident, the anger did return. I was
damn lucky to be alive. They were (in a plea bargain)
found guilty and sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment
suspended.”

Rev Chikane added: “But forgiveness is equal to libera-
tion.”

Chief Rabbi Goldstein said: “When we take for granted
what forgiveness is all about, we must remember the
human cost and also the human greatness. I thank Rev
Chikane for his honesty, openness and humanity. He
shared a part of his soul with us.”

Rabbi Goldstein admitted that he was speaking from a
different angle - a theological and philosophical angle -
because he never had to endure the personal suffering
that Rev Chikane had had to.

“What we need to do,” he said, “is to create a ‘responsi-
bility society’. We must take ownership of our actions,
take responsibility and the TRC played an important role
in not giving blanket amnesty.

“The TRC was at a time of judgement and reconcilia-
tion. It was part of the notion of repentance. What is
repentance? Maimonides explained it was the public
acknowledgement and confession that one had done
wrong.”

He added: “Responsibility is about freedom. We are
free, expressing free choice and we must take sole
responsibility for whatever we did out of our freedom of
choice. What we do now has consequences for tomorrow.
Youth is an age of irresponsibility; it is focussed on the
here and now. We must nurture a society based on future
responsibility and this is behind the Bill of Morals and
this crystalised into the idea behind the Bill of
Responsibilities for schools which I am promoting.

“Youth must learn and accept that responsibility
comes with freedom. It is a partnership project with a
National Religious Leaders’ forum and the Department
of Education.

Strong work ethic and integrity
bring property awards

STAFF REPORTER

TWO JEWISH estate agents have walked away with pres-
tigious property awards.

Justin Cohen (27) of Brian Falconer Estates,
Johannesburg North, received the unanimous vote as
winner of the eighth annual Nedbank Property
Professional Awards 2007 at an event attended by top
property industry representatives and leaders.

Aubrey Schneider, also of Brian Falconer, received the
Movers and Shakers award.

The Nedbank Property Professional Awards sets the
benchmark of quality service through a meticulous
assessment process. Cohen competed against 16 other
regional finalists for the title.

Apart from sales figures, other criteria such as contri-
bution to the real estate industry as a whole, service
ethics, professionalism, community involvement, market-
ing and innovation, and commitment to education and
leadership were also considered in the awarding process.

Rudi Botha, chief executive of the PA Group, who was
one of the judges, said “the Property Association is instru-
mental in elevating real estate achievers to be counted
and recognised for what they are; top performers who
have earned the trust and reliance of sellers, buyers and
everyone connected with the business of real estate.”

Managing director of Nedbank Home Loans, June
Tudhope says: “Through its support of the Property
Professional Awards, the Nedbank brand becomes syn-
onymous with the standards of service, ethics and per-
formance that the Property Association inspires.”

Cohen’s career in the property industry began when he
was 21, and he quickly climbed the ladder to the top.

After five years of hard work, commitment and self-
motivation, he is now managing a sales team that achieves
phenomenal results. He also runs the agency’s marketing
account, sales division and manages a construction team
that undertakes “whatever is necessary on our develop-
ments”.

In addition, Cohen manages his own property portfolio
of 13 properties which is growing all the time.

As winner of the Property Professional Award for this
year, Cohen is the ninth recipient of this prestigious
award.

The awards are open to members of the Property
Association and are based on an entry level of annual
sales of more than R10 million (rural areas R7,5 million)
or 40 sales in the 12-month period ending February 2007.

Aubrey Schneider’s career in property began in 1993
when he was approached by Brian Falconer, an agent for
the Homenet Group. They needed help selling their devel-
opments.

“At the time we were both top earners in Run For Life.
We took on a particular East Rand disaster development
and sold out 55 units in 13 months. Brian and I were then
approached by that developer who no longer wished to
use Homenet, to start our own agency. At the time I had
little to lose, hence the birth of the Brian Falconer
Property Group.”

Schneider said Falconer concentrated on second-hand
residential units in Dainfern, while he worked on develop-
ments. “In those days our house bankers gave us a small
overdraft!

“Between the PA Homefinder and rent, there wasn’t
much left over. Fortunately, we didn’t have staff to pay, we
did it all ourselves! We were ‘handled’ by both developers
and builders and misguided by architects with agendas.
Those were also the days of 20 per cent (and higher) inter-
est rates.

“Despite the challenges, our passion and desire to get
out of ‘the hole’ were so enormous that against all odds we
succeeded,” he said.

To date he has successfully concluded 24 developments.
The company has an in-house staff of 40, including
departments in township establishment, conveyancing,
quantity surveying, project management and quality con-
trol and customer liaison.

“I have learnt many important lessons along the way -
belief in myself and my capabilities; never selling myself
short for a buck; a handshake is a deal; losing a battle
doesn’t mean losing the war; trust in G-d; dream the
impossible dream and no deal is done until it is done.
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GERMISTON

Here is a first. An e-mail from a father; followed by an e-
mail from his son:

Colin Plen (Now in Cape Town):

It is fascinating how many people are responding to
Community Buzz and contributing stories from all
parts of the country. In chatting to my siblings this
came to mind:

During the Second World War, people in Germiston,
who were aged, or for one reason or another could not
enlist in the army, were formed into a sort of Dad’s
Army. My dad was a key man at Eskom so he could not
join up. So he became a “soldier” in the Home Guard, or
whatever it was called.

His friend was an elderly man called Alter Fried. The
men were told that they had to learn to drill but that
rifles were too scarce for them so they had to use broom-
sticks. Dad used to tell us that Alter was petrified of
anything dangerous and even though they were using
broomsticks instead or rifles, Alter made my father
carry his “rifle”.

« Trivia note: The “Home Guard” was actually called
the “Civic Guard”.

Brian Plen, son of Colin, sent this in from London:

Dad’s story of his father’s contribution to the war
effort was that he taught Alter Fried to carry and shoot
his rifle. (I can only presume that they were given rifles
in the end).

Mummy’s contribution to the war effort was that the
“Home Guard” patrol route passed down Power Street
where we lived (and which carried powerlines on huge
high-tension masts which must have been what they
were guarding).

She made tea and biscuits for the men as they passed
by and while they sat at her kitchen table playing poker
(or klaberjas) to pass the time in the dead of night.

- Incidentally is it possible to have two firsts?
FAURESMITH
Phyllis Birin continues:

“Much as we loved being with ‘eigene menshen’ we
were also perfectly at home with our school friends.

I remember being bundled into the Studebaker,
dressed up with butterfly wings and all, and my Dad
driving back to Fauresmith (from Bloemfontein) after
Yomtov. We went straight to the town hall so that I could
take my place with my classmates for it was the annual
school concert. A lesson in commitment to my identity
as a Jewess and also an example of commitment to duty.

“In Fauresmith I happily joined in with volkspele -
‘Aanstap rooies, die pad is lank en swaar’.

“And similarly, dressed in a ‘Voortrekker rok en kap-
pie’ and accepting this also as a normal part of my life.

“It was only when I went to Eunice Boarding School

in Bloemfontein that I learnt about the ‘hora’ together
with many other Jewish girls from the Free State towns.
“Such was the dichotomy of our lives.”

CLANWILLIAM

The fine needle-like leaves of the Aspalathus linearis
plant are fermented, dried and boiled to make a herbal
tea free of tannin. This bush tea is marketed and
enjoyed as Rooibos tea.

In 1904 Benjamin Ginsberg who had come from
Russia to the Cedarberg area of the Northern Cape,
realised that this tea could be commercially marketed.
Ginsberg’s ancestors in Eastern Europe had been in the
tea business for centuries and he appreciated the poten-
tial of Rooibos. He bought the tea from the locals who
lived and farmed in the surrounding areas and he pack-
aged it and sold it.

In 1930 Dr Frans Nortier a medical doctor promoted
the herbal and medicinal value of the tea and its popu-
larity spread. In 1954 the then minister of agriculture
established the Rooibos Marketing Board to help the
industry which had declined somewhat after the Second
World War. This led to an improved quality being mar-
keted and a growing prosperity for the growers. In 1993
the industry was privatised with the establishment of
the company, Rooibos Limited.

In June of this year David “Migdal” Teperson visited
the area as part of a nostalgic tour of the Northern Cape
and the North West Province. Teperson had spent his
school-going and teenage years in these districts.

Here as a proclaimed “Boerejood” he had learnt farm-
ing, tracking, weaponry and more at the agricultural
college in Clanwillaim. He put these skills to good use
when as a machalnik he went to Israel to fight in 1948.
After the War of Independence he stayed on and became
a soldier in the armoured corps, a kibbutznik and a
builder.

He also became a legend in the Israeli fighting forces
having served in every single campaign which involved
the Israel Defence Forces. Today, over 80, he is a colonel
in the Reserves.

Teperson is nicknamed “Migdal” (tower) because of
his height which gives him an unmistakable presence
wherever he is. When he arrived in Clanwilliam in June
he had to go into the Rooibos offices. He walked in and
in a booming voice demanded of the young girl who
came to serve him, “Waar’s Ginsberg? EK soek
Ginsberg.” The little Afrikaans poppie was totally flab-
bergasted and had no idea to whom he was referring.
After all Ginsberg had long since departed to the tea
growing areas in heaven. “Ekskuus oom,” she said
politely, “maar wie is Mnr Ginsberg?” Migdal then pro-
ceeded to tell her of the great Rooibos industry that
Ginsberg had started.

HERMANUS

From Jonathan Lipman (president) and Mike Kessel
(publicity). Newsletter September 2007

Progress continues apace with the new shul complex
on another site which is in fact the position that the
committee had originally wanted and is of a much bet-
ter size and shape for our particular needs.

The advantage of this site is that the whole complex
can be built on one level without leaving us feeling
rather cramped. The cost of the new erf is the same but
the cost of construction will be lower as we will not be
required, as we were before, to level the ground as well
as relocate a building on the neighbour’s property next
door at the original site.

E-mail: hermanusshul@webmail.co.za

Habo is calling the ‘Onrus campsite generation’

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

THERE WILL be nostalgia aplenty when the first
Habonim Dror reunion at its Onrus campsite in the
Cape takes place from January 4 - 6, 2008.

While milestone anniversaries of the movement’s
establishment in 1930 have been publicly celebrated,
this event would be “more than a dinner” and was “an
attempt to try and connect people and bring them
back to the one thing that they share in a very inti-
mate way”, according to Daniel Mackintosh, Habonim
Dror’s secretary-general.

He says that “tens of thousands” of campers must
have been through the campsite since it came into use
in the early 1960s. It is essentially this “Onrus camp-
site generation” up until about the year 2000 that is
being targeted.

“We want people who’ve progressed quite a lot since
their movement days,” he explained. While reunions
have been held all over the world, this is the first
attempt to bring everyone to one place.

Explaining the reason for the initiative, Mackintosh
said Habonim wanted parents and former chaverim to
be more involved in the movement. “We feel that
there’s space for them; we feel they’ll get a lot out of it.

“We feel that Habonim’s still a dynamic, interesting
place where they’ve got a role to play - a different role,
but definitely a role. If you look at the other youth
movements in South Africa and at Habonim around
the world, there’s a role for the older community to

offer advice, to provide support and also for us it’s
very inspiring meeting people who used to be involved
and hearing their stories.

“We really get a sense that Habonim is this creature
that’s existed for 77 years, that it’s got a massive and
very rich history and that we’re another cog in the
chain. It can be comforting when things get tough.”

Mackintosh said that for him, another important
aspect of the reunion revolved around the fact that
there were “so many” liberal, not necessarily reli-
gious, Jews in the community who did not really have
a space.

“We have found that a lot of those people who don’t
connect to the religious component of the community
also want to express themselves and also want to be
involved in something Jewish and Habonim is the
thing that really inspires them.

“There’s just never been anything for them to get
involved with regarding ‘Habo’ and we feel that this
will be a very good space for them to connect with
some of the issues like: ‘What does it mean to be
Jewish in South Africa today?’,” one of the topics for
the weekend’s programme.

Over 100 individuals, 80 of whom are from overseas,
have expressed interest in attending the festivities.
“We're already getting a sense that there’s a momen-
tum building up,” he said.

Guest speakers include prominent past members
from around the world. Theatre director Alan
Swerdlow, a graduate of Habonim, will be in charge of
the cultural activities for the weekend.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Columbia and
Ahmadinejad:
Legitimate debate
or naivete?

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY’S controversial invitation
to Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad last
week to address students, ruffled many feathers and
threw into relief the question of how academics and
citizens of open democracies should relate to leaders
of authoritarian dictatorships.

Was Columbia’s hosting of him a courageous appli-
cation of the principle of open debate and a willing-
ness to hear the other side? Or, as the Israeli military
analyst Yossi Melman said in a column in Ha’aretz,
was it rather reflective of “the naiveté and liberalism
characterising American academics, who have diffi-
culty understanding that it is almost impossible to
have a dialogue between a fanatic religious ideologue
and people who truly believe in the freedom of infor-
mation and human rights”.

There are arguments from sincere and thoughtful
people on both sides.

The Columbia Spectator newspaper took the first
view in an editorial: “A university has an obligation to
provide its students opportunities to deepen their
knowledge and understanding of world events.
Columbia has done as much through its invitation of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and should be commended
(for) an impressive demonstration of the university’s
respect of free speech and open debate...

“We may deplore the fact such a vile man has been
elevated to the international stage - as we should - but
to deny his status as a political leader would be fool-
ish. Rather, the university’s invitation presents a rare
opportunity for students to encounter ideas that run
completely counter to their values and sensibilities.”

Israeli President Shimon Peres disagrees: “I am all
for freedom of expression, but what happened there is
giving a stage to lies that harm the world. After all,
there is no one that doesn’t know that Iran is building
an atomic bomb and is a hotbed for global terror, out
of the aspiration to impose radical-religious hegemo-
ny over the entire world.”

Danny Ayalon, a former Israeli ambassador to the
United States, said: “To those who call for academic
freedom and free debate, it is important to emphasise
that not everything is debatable. Democracies rightly
insist on freedom of speech, but they must also protect
themselves from sedition and incitement.

“A platform that allows criminals to gain stature
and legitimacy should never be permitted.”

Some people liken Ahmadinejad to Hitler and say
the world’s reaction to him is similar to the silence
about the Nazi rise to power before the Second World
War. That point too, provokes radically different
responses.

John Coatsworth, dean of Columbia’s School of
International and Public Affairs, told Fox News: “If
Hitler was in the United States and wanted a platform
from which to speak, he would have plenty of plat-
forms at which to speak in the US. If he were willing-
ly to engage in debate and discussion, and be chal-
lenged by Columbia students and faculty, we would
certainly invite him.”

Peres said in response to that sentiment: “Even
Chamberlain and Hitler met for diplomatic talks, and
behind the pretty words stood genocide and the
biggest atrocities known to mankind... Columbia
University has enabled a false stage and not an aca-
demic one, and with its approval, a miserable act took
place.”

South Africa has good relations with Iran (for exam-
ple, Minister of Intelligence Ronnie Kasrils recently
visited that country and expressed very positive senti-
ments on his return).

In its voting at the UN Security Council on sanctions
against Iran because of its alleged drive to develop
nuclear weapons, South Africa has shown a clear
reluctance to participate in censuring it. It has also
defended Iran’s right to develop its nuclear technolo-
gy.

It is not impossible that some time in the future, the
Iranian leader could also pay a visit to this country. If
that were to happen, and he were to deny the
Holocaust and call for Israel’s elimination from a local
platform, we would hope our government would
quickly denounce such sentiments - from whomever
they came. Since 1994 the Jewish community has come
into its own as proud South Africans participating in
all aspects of the society, and it would be a tragedy to
allow a man like that to stain its sense of belonging
here.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

AHMADINEJAD: -

STOP PERSECUTING
WOMEN AND

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad got a “warm” reception from a large proportion of the Columbia
students who came to listen to him. (PHOTO: DANIEL GREENBERG)

Free speech and Jewish reaction to
an extremely dangerous enemy

DANIEL GREENBERG
NEW YORK

THE ATMOSPHERE at New York’s
Columbia University campus be-
came electrified with University
President Lee Bollinger’s announ-
cement last Wednesday, that the
notorious President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad of Iran, had accepted an
invitation to speak at the
University’s “World Leaders Con-
ference”.

This announcement came just
after news that Ahmadinejad had
been denied permission to visit the
site of the 9/11 Twin Towers terror
attacks. There was general outrage
that this leading state sponsor of
terrorism had wanted to visit
Ground Zero. Israel’s Ambassador
to the United Nations, Dan Giller-
man, likened it to allowing a resur-
rected Adolf Hitler to visit Ausch-
witz.

Ahmadinejad was in New York to
address the United Nations General
Assembly.

Jewish students at Columbia were
in two minds as to how to respond
to the invitation. Although Ahma-
dinejad is reviled as an enemy of
the Jewish people, a Holocaust
denier and a skilful propagandist,
Bollinger, a respected champion of
free speech, upheld Ahmadinejad’s
right to address the Columbia com-
munity.

Over the last few months, Boll-
inger has condemned the Union of
British Universities for their cam-
paign to boycott Israeli academics,
citing the need to create an open
“marketplace of ideas”. Over 500
university presidents signed Boll-
inger’s statement condemning the
boycott.

In an open e-mail to the student
body, Bollinger stressed that “it
should never be thought that mere-
ly to listen to ideas we deplore, in
any way implies our endorsement of
those ideas, or the weakness of our
resolve to resist those ideas, or the
naiveté about the very real dangers
inherent in such ideas.

“Itis a critical premise of freedom
of speech that we do not honour the

dishonourable when we open the
public forum to their voices.”

Conditions imposed on Ahmad-
inejad, was that he agrees to divide
his time equally between making
statements and answering ques-
tions from the audience, and
Bollinger promised to personally
challenge the Iranian’s views on
issues such as his denial of the
Holocaust, repeated calls for the
destruction of the State of Israel
and his country’s illegal nuclear
programme. Iran has consistently
denied that it intends to build a
nuclear arsenal.

Despite all of this, some student
leaders, notably Jordan Hirsch and
David Feith, editors of Columbia’s
Journal of Jewish Affairs, opposed
the invitation.

They believed that giving Ah-
madinejad a podium, afforded him
“undeserved dignity and credibili-
ty”, and the two students accused
Columbia of providing Ahma-
jinedad with a “valuable political
gift that he does not deserve”.

They argued that Ahmadinejad
would use this event to demon-
strate to the Iranian people that he
is viewed as a respected leader in
the US, and that this would only
serve to strengthen his repressive
rule.

Despite disagreements, the Jew-
ish student body came together in a
massive show of force to protest
Ahmadinejad. Leaders and mem-
bers from diverse organisations
such as Hillel (comparable to
SAUJS) as well as LionPAC, the
Columbia pro-Israel lobby, for four
days worked with the single-mind-
ed purpose of creating a powerful
response to a dangerous enemy.

The community’s first concern,
however, was that the protest
should not become an exclusively
Jewish event. The Jewish students
did not want to create the percep-
tion that this was just another Jew
versus Muslim clash, but that it
should be an issue for everyone
who respects human rights.

This was not just about Ahmad-
inejad’s denial of the Holocaust or
his vow to wipe Israel off the map,

but also the very real threat that
with nuclear weapons in hand, he
could extend the repression and
destruction he has wrought on his
own people to a large number of peo-
ple all over the world.

With this concern in mind, Hillel
reached out to all relevant campus
groups - quite a diverse grouping.

Hillel plastered campus with thou-
sands of posters exposing Ahmad-
inejad’s human rights abuses,
including the execution of teenagers
for homosexuality, of women for
defending themselves against rapists
and a list of 80 children currently on
death row in that country.

Quotes from Ahmadinejad’s speech-
es were also everywhere: “Israel must
be wiped off the map”; “Anyone who
recognises Israel will burn in the fury
of the Islamic Nation”; “Today,
(European countries) have created a
myth in the name of Holocaust and
consider it to be above G-d, religion
and prophets”.

At the protest, Hillel handed out
hundreds of T-shirts with “Stop
Ahmadinejad’s evil” printed on them
and stressing Edmund Burke’s
maxim: “All that is necessary for the
triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.”

The actual event began with
Bollinger reiterating his view on free
speech but recognising student con-
cerns. True to his word, he confront-
ed Ahmadinejad with pressing ques-
tions and in an almost belligerent
fashion. He condemned the Iranian’s
denial of the Holocaust saying: “For
the illiterate and ignorant, this is
dangerous propaganda. When you
come to a place like this, this makes
you, quite simply, ridiculous. You are
either brazenly provocative or aston-
ishingly uneducated.”

With regard to Ahmadinejad’s
desire to “wipe Israel off the map”,
Bollinger illustrated the close bond
between Columbia and Israel, men-
tioning the 800 alumni who currently
live in Israel. In grouping himself
and his university with Israel, he
asked, “Do you plan on wiping us off
the map, too?”

To page 9
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With regard to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, Bollinger condemned Ahmad-
inejad’s defiance of international law.
He stated: “You continue to defy this
world body by claiming a right to devel-
op peaceful nuclear power, but this hard-
ly withstands scrutiny when you contin-
ue to issue military threats to neigh-
bours.”

Bollinger concluded: “Frankly, and in
all candour, Mr President, I doubt that
you will have the intellectual courage to
answer these questions. But your avoid-
ing them will in itself be meaningful to
us.

“I do expect you to exhibit the fanati-
cal mindset that characterises so much
of what you say and do. Fortunately, I
am told by experts on your country, that
this only further undermines your posi-
tion in Iran with all the many good-
hearted, intelligent citizens there.”

Ahmadinejad sidestepped his way
around most of the questions put to him.
He attacked Bollinger as a rude host who
did not afford him the respect that, as a
guest, he deserved.

Refusing to clearly state his position
on Holocaust denial, Ahmadinejad
claimed not to understand why the
debate on the Holocaust should be
closed, and called for more research to
be done from different perspectives.
“There has been more research on
physics than it has on the Holocaust, but
we still continue to do research on
physics.”

He defended Iran’s right to pursue sci-

ence, by which he meant its nuclear pro-
gramme and accused the great powers of
wanting to have a monopoly on science
and knowledge, a gift from G-d that no-
one should restrict.

Ahmadinejad was blatantly shown up
with regard to his repression of homo-
sexuals. In response to a question on the
status of homosexuals in Iran he said:
“In Iran, we don’t have homosexuals,
like in your country... In Iran, we don’t
have this phenomenon. I don’t know
who’s told you that we have it.”

The event reaffirmed for the Jewish
people the immediate and grave danger
that Ahmadinejad’s regime poses to
Israel and the future of the Jewish peo-
ple. However, to most, the Iranian came
off as a foolish, blabbering man. This
view, however may be both intentionally
deceptive and dangerous, for to underes-
timate a man of his intentions and
potential capabilities, is to put the world
at risk.

The event portrayed the Jewish com-
munity’s absolute commitment to
defending itself.

There was value in the way the Jewish
students at Columbia approached the
event. In bringing together people from
across the political and cultural spec-
trum, the community effectively avoided
the interpretation that this was an issue
of Jew versus Muslim.

- Daniel Greenberg matriculated at
King David Victory Park in 2005 and is
in his second year at Columbia
University, studying economics and
political science.

President Mahmoud

Ahmadinejad of Iran

PHOTO: DANIELLA ZALCMAN
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« Centre for the Book,
Cape Town: On October
9, writer Phyllis Sakinof-
sky presents a talk enti-
tled “Shaping the Jewish
South African Story:
Imprints, Memories, Sha-
dows and Silences”. (021)
423-2669.

Civic Theatre, Braam-
fontein: In the Nelson
Mandela, Mozart’s “Die
Zauberflote” (The Magic
Flute), conducted by
Piers Maxim and directed
by William Kentridge,
until October 21. In the
Tesson, “Nipple Caps and
G-Strings”, until October
21. In the People’s Thea-
tre, “The Frog Prince”
until October 13. (011)
877-6800.

Goodman Gallery, Rose-
bank, Johannesburg:
“In Camera”, an exhibi-
tion of new work by
Kathryn Smith, until
October 6. (011) 788-1113.

Liberty Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: Until
October 13, Juliet Jen-
kin’s “The Boy Who Fell
From the Roof”. The
lunchtime concert fea-
tures Anneke Lamont on
September 28 and David
Tombak on October 5.
(011) 883-8606.

Market, Newtown: In
the Barney Simon, Lara
Foot Newton’s “Reach”,
until October 21. (011)
832-1641.

Montecasino, Four-
ways: In the Studio, “It’s
a Dad Thing”, directed by
Moira Blumenthal, until
November 11. “Lion King”
in Teatro, until December
2.(011) 511-1988.

National Children’s The-
atre, Parktown: “Puss in
Boots”, directed by Joyce
Levinsohn, until October
21. (011) 484-1577.

SA Jewish Museum,
Cape Town: “Between
Hearth, Heim and Home:
Three Jewish Women’s
Encounters of the New
World”, an exhibition by
Leora Farber, part of a
larger project currently
touring the country. On
show until November 16.
(021) 465-1546.

Standard Bank Gallery,
Johannesburg: “Word
Forms and Language
Shapes”, a retrospective
exhibition of work by
Willem Boshoff, curated
by Warren Siebrits, on
show until December 1.
(011) 631-1889.

The Colosseum Build-
ing, Cape Town: “The
Greenhouse Effect”, an
exhibition of new work by
Lisa Firer, until October 13.
(021) 419-2679.

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

Top-notch holiday fare for the kids

ROBYN SASSEN

Show: The Frog Prince and Other Stories
(Tesson Theatre, Civic Theatre Complex,
Braamfontein Johannesburg. (011) 403-1563)
Cast: Desiré Manthey, Thami Mngolo, Soso
Runggu and Gareth Worth

Director: Jill Girard and Keith Smith

Until: October 13

Show: Puss in Boots and other Tails (National
Children’s Theatre, Parktown, Johannesburg.
(011) 484-1584)

Cast: Quintin Collett, Courtney Gallagher, Hein
van Zyl and Claire Watermeyer

Director: Joyce Levinsohn

Until: October 21

STORIES ARE the name of the game these
school holidays. While we have many self-con-
tained stories at the People’s Theatre, there are
several stories rolled into one at the National
Children’s Theatre. Both come with the kind of
magic and wonder that is not about pricey tick-
ets, and offers your little ones insight into a
world of imagination and possibility.

Another fresh-faced foursome of talented
youngsters leaps onto the People’s Theatre stage
with its whopper seven-story strong show.
Offering humour and teaching social values, the
production is solid and colourful in development
and presentation.

Graduates from some of the best physical and
musical theatre schools in this country, cast
members are competent in their characterisa-
tion, the accents they use and the dynamism
they inject into this show.

The highlight is by far “The Three Billy Goats
Gruff”, in which Mngolo plays a suitably scary

troll with big green hands and Manthey (who we
last saw as the dog in “Babe”), Rungqu and Worth
are the boisterous goats in diminishing size order,
who challenge his terrain, by wanting to nibble
the choice grass on the other side of the bridge,
and having to “trip-trap” over it, to get there.

Also a delightful tale is “The Clever Tailor”,
about the little bloke (Mngolo) with pointy shoes,
who Kills seven flies in one blow but leaves this
detail out of his boast, making him fearsome to a
giant (Worth), who sports a vicious looking club
and a thick Irish accent, as well as a cumbersome
mop of synthetic frizzy hair.

The production is long; very little ones may get
restless after interval. “Rabbit and Elephant” and
“The Pudding Tree” are about trust and self-
belief, but are messy in the telling; this doesn’t
upset the show’s entertainment value. Kids get to
be soup ingredients and to steal puddings from a
huge cat, and thus to steal the show in their own
way.

The National Children’s Theatre brings an old
favourite into new life. This version of “Puss in
Boots” is less focused on outwitting a giant than
in making the dreams of Jack (Collett), an
orphan, come true. The cat (Watermeyer) is the
resourceful catalyst, and he travels the world to
find what Jack needs to be able to win Princess
Clarissa’s (Gallagher) hand in marriage.

From Australian animals to love in Japan; a
cous-cous pot in Morocco, to a monkey and a san-
goma in South Africa, each leg of the cat’s jour-
ney yields a story in which kids are called upon to
bring things to life, by making a storm or making
a pumpkin man out of wood.

The highlight is the Japanese story, which
attains a sense of poetry without losing its rele-
vance to kids. The images in word and gesture are

The Troll (Thami Mnqolo), behind the Three
Billy Goats Gruff-Little Billy (Soso Rungqu),
Second Billy (Desiré Manthey) and Big Billy
(Gareth Worth), currently performing at the
People’s Theatre. (PHOTOGRAPH: JACQUI WHITE)

Princess Clarissa
(Courtney
Gallagher), Jack
(Quintin Collett)
and the King
(Hein van Zyl),
with Puss in
Boots (Claire
Watermeyer) on
the floor. (PHOTO-

GRAPH: GREG DA
SILVA)

dignified; the story is magical. Michiko, a female
field mouse (Gallagher) goes off to find a hus-
band. Her neighbour Yovitomo, offers himself,
but she wants to marry the most powerful crea-
ture in the world. Her suitors each have their
flaws; she soon realises that what she was seek-
ing was under her nose all along.

With a simple set and based on a premise
about make-believe and pretence, this produc-
tion keeps little ones completely focused for a
carefully structured 90 minutes.

Superb give and take between theatre and life

Show: The Boy Who Fell From The Roof (Liberty
Life Theatre on the Square, Sandton. 011-883-
8606)

Cast: Keenan Arrison, Alex Halligey, Frances
Marek, Francesco Nassimbeni, Adrienne Pearce
Director: Roy Sargeant

Playwright: Juliet Jenkin

Design: Francesco Nassimbeni

Until: October 13 2007

ROBYN SASSEN

THIS IS a tragic tale, woven together with
beautiful yet prosaic language, offering insight
into the complicated dynamics of a young life
lost suddenly.

On a level, it is a gay play. On another, it is a
play about the universality of love and loss and
the inexplicable frailty of the hold that we have
on life. However, it is the quirky and crisp ren-
ditions of this well-disciplined cast that pre-
vent it from slipping into anything maudlin or
overworked.

Told in bold simple colours, but nuanced
extrapolations on stereotypes, enriched with
complex choreography and intelligent design,

this is an extremely satisfying play to watch.

Its engagement with a meaty body of social
issues succeeds in being light but never frothy,
and meaningful, yet never didactic.

Simon Thomas Linsey (Nassimbeni) is 18.
His life is coloured by his different passions, for
literature, for thought, for depth and he is slow-
ly recognising his own homosexuality.

His best friend is a girl, Georgina (Halligey).
Their conversational give and take is brisk and
bracingly honest. His mother, Patricia (Pearce),
lost her husband 16 years ago. She is resigned to
many things, but understands the torrent of
unsaid explanations that lie in Simon’s choice
to wear a green carnation with his matric dance
tuxedo (like Oscar Wilde famously did).

Simon meets Leonard in a 711. Leonard is 23
and a mathematician. And Simon falls. For
Leonard.

Simon is also the boy who falls from the roof.
The tragedy is invoked at the beginning of the
play, and in a classic narrative approach, it is
this that informs the whole denouement, allow-
ing it to be central and underlying to the story,
yet for the characters to be animated with
blood and flesh and opinions and emotions as it

develops.

The play’s style is simple. This gives it the-
atricality and cohesion, which prevents it from
becoming a gay diatribe, and enables it to keep
a delicate balance between the horrible reality
of the play’s focus - the death of a youngster -
and its telling, which is not unfunny, or lacking
in pith or idiosyncrasy.

This makes one anticipate more theatre by
Jenkin. She’s a young graduate; this is her first
play. She writes with a deft hand and a devel-
oped understanding of human realities and
also of the puckish give and take between the-
atre and life.

The cast is very aptly chosen, in terms of
their physical appearance as well as their per-
formance skills. Stand-out performances are
yielded by Halligey as Georgina and Marek as
the Narrator - a character one tends to over-
look in the scheme of things, she maintains a
tone of gentle criticism, wry commentary and
outsider input throughout the production that
offers it its edge and does not allow you to slip
away and ponder your own losses, compara-
tively, which in turn keeps the play tight and
entertaining.

FELDMAN
ON FILM

Peter Feldman

The Brave One

Cast: Jodie Foster, Terrence Howard,
Nicky Katt
Director: Neil Jordan

“The Brave One” is one of the best things that
director Neil Jordan has done since “The Crying
Game”.

This is a revenge thriller that is different from
most because it delves more deeply into the psy-
chology of revenge and questions the stance of
the vigilante who crosses over an ambiguous
moral line. It’s a subject with which South
Africans will relate.

Jodie Foster, at her most cool and calculating,
is the New Yorker whose whole life changes
when she is attacked by thugs. Her lover is mur-
dered in the onslaught and the fragile character
then spends a major slice of the movie in a
morally corrupt state of mind.

This is not merely the “Death Wish” saga of
Charles Bronson in the *70s re-created for a new

generation. It provides far more significant re-
sonances.

Foster’s character becomes a totally different
person after her traumatic experience, with the
film focusing on the cat-and-mouse game played
out between her and a police detective (Terence
Howard) with whom she grows close, but who
also begins to connect the dots.

At its most basic “The Brave One” is a
revenge flick, but the commanding performanc-
es of Jodie Foster and Terrence Howard, as well
as the visual and intellectual contributions by
celebrated director Neil Jordan, lift the film
well above the norm.

Death at a Funeral

Cast: Matthew MacFadyen, Jane Asher,
Ewen Bremner, Peter Dinklage
Director: Frank Oz

Frank Oz, renowned for some innovative film-
making, has produced a sharp and snappy
black comedy with mordantly funny comic sur-
prises.

The staid affair of burying the father of a
respected English family is turned on its head
when, on the day of the funeral, unexpected
twists and turns occur.

It begins when the undertakers deliver the

wrong body - and it grows from that moment
into a wacky comedy performed by a first-rate
ensemble cast, many of whom are familiar
faces on British TV.

Family rites and family wrongs are fully
exploited and startling revelations come to light
when members of the family come together.

Knocked Up

Cast: Katherine Heigl, Seth Rogen,
Paul Rudd, Leslie Mann
Director: Judd Apatow

Judd Apatow who scored so well with his com-
edy debut “The 40 Year Old Virgin” has added
another successful notch to his creative belt.

On “Knocked Up” he employs virtually the
same formula: loads of ribald humour, some
endearing characters and a sweetly satisfying
story.

It deals with Alison (Katherine Heigl), an
upward mobile TV presenter, who has a drunk-
en one-night stand with an out-of-work
stranger, Ben (Seth Rogan) and falls pregnant.

The comedy explores the shaky relationship
that ensues and how these two characters, their
friends and family, deal with their prevailing
circumstances. It’s romantic and genuinely
funny.




