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SHABBAT TIMES PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The wine steward completely
ignored Yosef’s requests and left
him to languish in prison for anoth-
er two years. In fact, upon mention-
ing Yosef to Pharaoh, the butler
even referred to him in a very dis-
paraging manner. 

The midrash explains that this
response, or lack thereof, was a
heavenly punishment. Yosef should
not have urged a mortal man to be
the vehicle of his release. He should
have rather placed more faith in
Hashem. 

Many commentaries are bothered
by this midrash. They ask: “Is it not
one’s duty to employ the help of oth-
ers? Why should Yosef have relied
solely on Hashem? What is wrong
with asking for help from below
instead of relying solely on the One
Above?” 

My grandfather, Rabbi Yaakov
Kamenetzky, of blessed memory,
had a keen sense of direction, not
only in spiritual life, but on the
mundane streets of the city as well.

He was once in a car together with
a colleague, a rosh yeshiva (dean) of
a prestigious yeshiva. That particu-
lar rosh yeshiva was a nervous indi-
vidual and panicked when the driv-
er, a student of his, lost his way in
an area of the city that was not
accustomed to welcoming rabbis
with open arms. 

The young man wanted desper-
ately to get back on the highway.

“Please,” pleaded the rosh yeshiva
of his student, “freg a politzmahn
(ask a policeman)!” 

Reb Yaakov interrupted: “You
needn’t ask. I know the way.” Reb
Yaakov turned his attention to the
driver. “Continue for two blocks,
make a left. After the first light, you
make another left. Make an imme-
diate right and you will see the
entrance to the highway that we
need.” 

Reb Yaakov’s colleague was not
convinced. “Please,” he insisted of
the driver, “ask a policeman!” The
student felt obliged to listen to his
rosh yeshiva, and spotted a police
car on the other side of the street,
two blocks away. Quickly he made a
U-turn, drove the two blocks, and
stopped the officer. “Excuse me,
officer, asked the nervous driver,
“how do you get back on the
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway?” 

The officer saw the two sages in
the back seat of the car and realised
the severity of the situation. He
began to explain the directions.
“First of all, turn back around and
go four blocks. Then make a left.
After the first light, you make
another left. Make an immediate
right and you will see the entrance
to the Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way.” 

My grandfather turned to his col-
league and smiled. “Nu, my friend,”
whispered Reb Yaakov, “now that a
stranger said it, do you feel better?” 

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (who inci-
dentally was not the other rosh
yeshiva) explains that there are two
types of individuals. There are
those who have no heavenly signs,
and the thought of Hashem is quite
distant from them. 

Then there are those whose every
action is blessed with the guidance

of a spiritual force. It is almost as if
Hashem is walking hand in hand
with them or even as if Hashem is
sitting next to them. 

Yosef should have realised that
the events that transpired in the
prison cell were supernaturally
divine. Within one year of entering
prison, he is charged with the wel-
fare of every prisoner. Then, two
Egyptian stewards were sent to be
with him, and each had a dream
that Yosef, divinely inspired, inter-
preted in prophetic fashion. At
that point, Yosef should have
understood that his freedom was
imminent. 

Hashem, through His own mys-
terious yet miraculous ways,
would surely get him out of jail.
The wine steward was extremely
impressed when Yosef’s interpre-
tation proved correct. Yosef did
not have to implore the steward
twice with requests for mercy. 

When G-d is driving, there is no
need to ask for directions. 

Good Shabbos! 

November 30 / 20 Kisleiv 

December 1 / 21 Kisleiv 

Starts Ends

18:15 19:21 Johannesburg

18:13 20:21 Cape Town

18:15 19:18 Durban

18:20 19:36 Bloemfontein

18:00 19:52 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:40 East London

RABBIS ARTHUR WASKOW AND
JEFFREY SULTAR
PHILADELPHIA

THERE ARE three levels of wis-
dom through which Chanukah
invites us to address the planetary
dangers of the global climate cri-
sis - what some of us call “global
scorching” because “warming”
seems so pleasant, so comforting. 

We can encode these three
teachings into actions we take to
heal the Earth each of the eight
days.

1. The Talmud’s legend that for
the Maccabees to rededicate the
Temple desecrated by the Seleucid
Empire, it took only one day’s oil
to meet eight days’ needs: a
reminder that if we have the
courage to change our lifestyles to
conserve energy, it will sustain us.

2. The vision of the Prophet
Zechariah, whose visionary pas-
sages are read on Shabbat
Chanukah, that the Temple
Menorah was itself a living being,
uniting the world of “nature” and
“humanity” - for it was not only
fashioned by human hands in the
shape of a Tree of Light, as Torah
teaches, but was flanked by two
olive trees that fed olive oil direct-
ly into it. What better symbol of
how intertwined we are with the

wounded earth that sustains us?
3. The memory that a communi-

ty of “the powerless” led by people
as determined as the Maccabees
can overcome a great empire, giv-
ing us courage to face our modern
corporate empires of oil and coal
when they defile our most sacred
Temple: Earth itself. 

And the reminder, again from
Zechariah, that we triumph, “not
by might and not by power but by
My Spirit (in Hebrew, “b’ruchi”,
or “my breath”, “My wind!”), says
YHWH, the Infinite Breath of
Life.” 

We are taught not only to light
the menorah but to publicise the
miracle, to turn our individual
actions outward for the rest of the
world to see and be inspired by. 

So this Chanukah might be just
the moment to join in The Shalom
Centre’s Green Menorah
Covenant for taking action - per-
sonal, communal and political - to
heal the Earth from the global cli-
mate crisis.

After lighting your menorah
each evening, dedicate yourself to
making the changes in your life
that will allow our limited sources
of energy to last for as long as
they are needed, and with mini-
mal impact on our climate.

No single action will solve the

idle engine beyond 20 seconds.
Day 5: Workplace or college:

Urge the top officials to arrange
an energy audit. Check with utili-
ty company about getting one free
or at low cost. 

Day 6: Town/City: Urge
town/city officials to require
greening of buildings through
ordinances and executive orders.
Creating change is often easier on
the local level.

Day 7: State: Urge state repre-
sentatives to reduce subsidies for
highways, increase them for mass
transit.

Day 8: National: Urge your sen-
ators to strengthen and pass the
Lieberman-Warner “America’s
Climate Security Act”. For 
easy addressing and a model let-
ter to send them, go to
http://salsa.democracyinac-
t i o n . o r g / o / 6 0 2 / t / 4 1 8 1 / c a m -
paign.jsp?campaign_KEY=21544 

Give our planet a Happy
Chanukah! (JTA)

Rabbi Arthur Waskow is the
director of The Shalom Centre,
the author of many books on
“down-to-earth Judaism” and a
frequent speaker at Jewish insti-
tutions. Rabbi Jeff Sultar is the
director of The Shalom Centre’s
Green Menorah Covenant. For
more information on the
covenant, contact Rabbi Sultar at
greenmenorah@shalomctr.org 

PARSHAT
VAYESHEV 
Rabbi M Kamenetzky

Prisoner of the unconscious 
NEAR THE end of this week’s par-
sha, the Torah tells how Yosef is
falsely accused of adultery and is
sent to prison. During Yosef’s
detention “Hashem was with
Yosef, He was endowed with charm
and had much favour in the eyes of
the warden. In fact, the warden
placed all the other prisoners in
Yosef’s custody and Yosef was in
charge of all their duties. 

“The warden trusted everything
that Yosef did and, everything that
Yosef discharged was successful”
(Genesis 39:21-23). 

In addition to the Divine
Providence that cloaked Yosef,
another striking incident
occurred. Back at Pharaoh’s
palace, the king was served wine
with an insect floating in it, and a
foreign substance was baked into
Pharaoh’s bread. The baker and
butler were both jailed for those
breaches, and were placed in
Yosef’s charge. 

After a year in prison, they both
dreamt a strange dream. Yosef,
divinely ordained, interpreted
each dream in amazingly accurate
fashion. He predicted that the
baker would be executed for his
infraction while the wine steward
would be returned to his former
position and stature.

Yosef, convinced at the power of
his predictions, did not stop with
mere interpretations. He implored
the wine steward to discuss his
own plight with Pharaoh. 

“If only you would think of me
when Pharaoh benefits you, and
mention me to Pharaoh, then you
will get me out of here,” pleaded
Yosef (Genesis 40:14). Yosef erred.

Go green at Chanukah
global climate crisis, just as no
one of us alone can make enough
of a difference. Yet if we act on as
many of the areas below as possi-
ble, and act together, a seemingly
small group of people can over-
come a seemingly intractable cri-
sis. We can, as in days of old, turn
this time of darkness into one of
light.

Day 1: Personal/Household: Call
your electric-power utility to
switch to wind-powered electricity.
(For each home, 100 per cent wind-
power reduces carbon dioxide
emissions the same as not driving
25 000 kilometres in one year.)

Day 2: Synagogue, Hillel or JCC:
Urge your congregation or commu-
nity building to switch to wind-
powered electricity.

Day 3. Your network of friends,
IM buddies and members of civic
or professional groups to which
you belong: Connect with people
like newspaper editors, real estate
developers, architects, bankers, etc
to urge them to strengthen the
green factor in all their decisions,
speeches and actions.

Day 4, which this year is
Shabbat. Motorcar: If possible,
choose today or one other day a
week to not use your car. Other
days, lessen driving. Shop on-line.
Cluster errands. Car pool. Don’t
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LAST WEEK, a fountain donated by Wendy
and Raymond Ackerman (of Pick n Pay) in
their private capacity, was installed at the
JNF Walter Sisulu Environmental Centre
(WSEC) at Mamelodi, near Pretoria. A Living
Classroom Garden funded by proceeds from
the Wendy and Raymond Ackerman JNF
benefit dinner (2006) was also inaugurated.

“The Living Classroom provides environ-
mental education, particularly in this time of
global warming, to children from about 80
schools in the area. Children learn to eat nat-
urally grown foods without pesticides. They
learn to grow vegetables and live a more nat-
ural life. 

“This Living Classroom Garden provides a
hands-on ‘see and learn’ for the children,
where they can plant seeds, take samples
home to their parents and grow produce at
home as well,” said Isla Feldman, director of
the Jewish National Fund, (JNF) South
Africa.

The community garden, “Mandela Peace
Garden”, explained Feldman, was for retired
people in the Mamelodi community, to grow
natural organic vegetables and herbs to feed
themselves, their families, and to sell.
Feldman said that pumpkin, beetroot,
spinach and lettuce were some of the vegeta-
bles grown in the community garden.

The aims of the JNF WSEC included
encouraging an eco-school programme, sus-
tainability, for early childhood education
and further education and training.

At the visit of the Ackermans, children
from local schools performed a play and
songs in the hall, followed by a speech by the
Israeli ambassador, Ilan Baruch. A tour of
the community garden (Mandela Peace
Garden) and the Living Classroom Garden
followed. After the ribbon cutting ceremony
the Ackermans sipped water from the
newly-installed fountain.

Feldman said future plans were to raise
enough funds to extend the community gar-
den which is about two hectares in extent
and to rejuvenate a wetland.

Song and dance greet the
Ackermans in Mamelodi

Raymond Ackerman shows his prowess

on a “go green” bike, mode of transport

for Mamelodi gardeners to convey their

organic vegetables.

Wendy Ackerman

having a sip of

water from the

newly installed

fountain at the

Mamelodi JNF

project, with

Israeli

Ambassador Ilan

Baruch in the

background,

looking on, and

husband

Raymond

Ackerman at her

side.



BARBARA PASH

WHEN HINDA Dubin was a kid, her par-
ents gave her little mesh bags of
Chanukah gelt as holiday gifts. On her
husband’s side, his mother loved the holi-
day, the gift-giving part especially. Like
the gelt, the gifts were small - a book, a
puzzle - but each was perfectly hand-
wrapped and with a personal note.

“There was so much love,” says Dr
Dubin, a psychiatrist.

Gift-giving can be a landmine. The dif-
ference between expectations and reality
can be wide and deep. Chanukah is a par-
ticular challenge. There are eight nights

of potential gifts, and parents can be
hard-pressed to satisfy their kids.

But maybe, says Dr Dubin, they should-
n’t even try.

Dr Dubin is director of psychotherapy
education at the University of
Maryland/Sheppard Pratt psychiatry
training programme. That’s her profes-
sional capacity. As an amateur giftologist,
though, Dr Dubin is of the opinion that
there is no such thing as a “perfect” gift.
Nor should the holiday be about “compet-
itive gift-giving”, she says.

She firmly believes that Chanukah gifts
should be about the giving and not the
item itself. The gift could be hand-made. It

should be something that shows the giver
has thought about what the recipient
likes.

But whatever the gift, it’s an extra, a
“bonus” to the holiday, and “it’s nice to
have a consistent family tradition”, says
Dr Dubin, whether that’s one gift for the
entire holiday or one gift every night.

Moreover, Dr Dubin does not object to a
“big” (read: expensive) gift for a child. But
“if it’s way out-of-line with what their
peers are getting, that’s not good,” she
demurs. “Kids like to be in the same
league as their peers.”

There is one Chanukah gift Dr Dubin
does suggest. That is, taking one day of

the holiday to do something charitable
as a family. It could be helping in a soup
kitchen, or volunteering for a communi-
ty project, or you-name-it.

Again, like the Chanukah gift, the
event itself isn’t as important as the
doing. “It creates wonderful memories,”
she says of such family activities, “and
it sets patterns for life.”

More than 10 years ago, Amy
Schunick started The Toy Closet, a proj-
ect of Jewish Family Services, an
agency of The Associated: Jewish
Community Federation of Baltimore.
The project collects new toys, games,
school supplies, household items and
clothes that are distributed to clients of
JFS. It began, says Schunick, a JFS
social worker, with one family.

It was Chanukah and the family want-
ed to donate a bag of toys to JFS. “They
came around and said: ‘Who wants to
take responsibility to get these to a fam-
ily in need?’” remembers Schunick, who
volunteered for the task.

Now, over 100 families donate items,
which are collected year-round.
Schunick says that increasingly, they
are young families who see the Toy
Closet as both an opportunity for
tzedakah and a learning experience for
their own children.

“They ask to be ‘paired’ with families
whose children are of similar ages as
their kids, even the same gender,” says
Schunick. “They take their kids with
them when they shop for the items that
they donate to us. There’s a recognition
that it’s not just about receiving but
about giving, too.”

Schunick has her own thoughts about
Chanukah gifts and, interestingly, they
tend to agree with Dr Dubin’s. It’s not
the number of gifts, or big versus small.
Those are individual family decisions.
Rather, she says, “it’s the absence of
meaning that is the downside of
Chanukah gifts”.

But “meaning” is elusive. It’s not easy
to accomplish, although Schunick has
thoughts on how to do that.

“Chanukah gifts aren’t only about
receiving - parents give, kids receive.
You are setting the foundation for the
rest of kids’ lives,” she says. “There’s
nothing wrong with giving them a
Playstation, if that’s what they want.
But there has to be more - working at a
soup kitchen, doing a family activity.”

At Chanukah, Schunick also believes,
it is important from a child’s perspective
to receive a gift or gifts, however small,
especially if all their friends do.

“Kids talk, they compare. If a kid goes
to school and everyone asks, ‘What did
you get?’ and the answer is ‘nothing,’
they can feel left out,” she says.

Dr Sheldon Weinstock knows the feel-
ing. A psychologist in private practice,
Dr Weinstock grew up in a town with
few Jews. His elementary school had 10
Jews, including himself.

“After the Christmas holiday, we’d
come back and write an essay on what
you got for Christmas,” Dr Weinstock
remembers. “This was back in the time
when Chanukah wasn’t a big gift holi-
day. You were lucky to get Chanukah
gelt. It made you feel different, not that
you didn’t already know you were differ-
ent” from your classmates.

Dr Weinstock says research has been
done on gift-giving. Not surprisingly, it
shows that getting gifts makes people
happy, and “that’s a good thing”, he
says.

From a psychological standpoint, get-
ting a gift is a “validation” of who you
are, a tidbit that applies to both children
and adults, he explains.

How parents handle gift-giving is
important. “If the child looks around
and everyone is getting a gift, the danger
is that there will be a feeling of ‘what am
I? chopped liver?’” says Dr Weinstock,
echoing Schunick.

If money is an issue, a hand-made gift
will do just fine. Otherwise, if the par-
ents are not giving gifts for religious or
ethical reasons, they need to explain
that to the child.

“Chanukah is a fun holiday,” says Dr
Weinstock. “And part of that fun is giv-
ing gifts to children and seeing their
eyes light up.” (JTA)

Courtesy of the Baltimore Jewish
Times.

Bright lights and big gifts 
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AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF
IRAN, HEZBOLLAH, HAMAS

MIFFED AT ANNAPOLIS

TEHRAN - Iran, Hezbollah and
Hamas have described the Annapolis
peace conference as a betrayal of
Palestinian demands. Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
came out on Sunday against the deci-
sion by the Arab League - including
Tehran's ally Syria - to attend the
Israeli-Palestinian peace conference
in the Maryland capital. 

"Those attending the meeting and
giving concessions to the Zionist
occupiers will not be remembered in
history with good reputation," the
official Iranian news agency quoted
Ahmadinejad as saying. He added
that Annapolis would harm
Palestinian "rights". 

Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas
in the Gaza Strip - Iranian proxies
sworn to the Jewish state's destruc-
tion - echoed the charge. Hamas said
it was "shocked" that nations such as
Saudi Arabia would attend a meeting
under US auspices that would mean
de facto normalisation with Israel. 

"What we have here is a cross-sec-
tion of the Arab world," Israeli
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said
upon arriving in Washington on
Sunday. 

"The moderates are attending,
while the radicals are on the outside
hoping to ruin it." (JTA)

CANADIAN STUDENTS 

REJECT ANTI-ISRAEL MOTION

TORONTO - An anti-Israel motion
was rejected by the Canadian
Federation of Students. 

More than two thirds of the voting
plenary on November 22 at the feder-
ation's annual congress rejected the
call for an investigation into the feasi-
bility of a boycott, divestment and
sanctions campaign against Israel.
The motion was proposed by the
Ryerson Student Union. 

"We are very pleased that CFS has
determined that this issue has no
place on the agenda and that the
organisation stands in support of
academic freedom," said Alex
Halpern, the president of the
Canadian Federation of Jewish
Students, the umbrella organisation
of Jewish student organisations
across Canada. 

The motion stated that "student
union solidarity was critical in the
dismantling of the South African
apartheid system" and that "there is a
growing international movement
declaring Israel an apartheid state".
It called for a committee to research
the feasibility of a boycott of Israel
report back with recommendations to
the May 2008 national meeting. (JTA)

CANTOR JOSEPH Malovany of New York’s Fifth
Avenue Synagogue has recently been awarded with the
International Prize for Tolerance, sharing the prize
with him were former Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto and “The Helsinki Human Rights Watch”.

The ceremony took place on November 16 in Warsaw,
Poland, designated by the United Nations as the Day of
Tolerance. The prize was given in conjunction with
UNESCO. 

Cantor Malovany was awarded the prize for his con-
tributions to improving relations between religions and
peoples. His mission of goodwill and peace through
music, is highlighted through his concerts and lectures

throughout the world. 
In a media release it is stated that he was specifically

cited for his “humane touch” towards understanding
and appreciation for all religions through emphasis on
music as a common bond that elevates the spirit
towards achieving peace. 

Since 1987 Cantor Malovany’s concerts, lectures and
seminars have been designed to stimulate the awaken-
ing of Jewish communities in Eastern Europe. But this
quickly evolved into a much larger venue. His message
of tolerance and inclusiveness struck a chord with the
general populations and continues to resonate for all
religions and nationalities.

Cantor Malovany says
it all through music
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BEN HARRIS
NEW YORK

ONE OF the Jewish calendar’s
most widespread and public
observances, the Chanukah holi-
day, has traditionally emphasised
two miracles: the military victory
of Jewish rebels over Greek
invaders, and the one vial of oil
that lasted for eight nights

But just as other holidays have
seen their historic purpose
shaped to contemporary narra-
tives, Chanukah is increasingly
being used as a vehicle for other
Jewish agendas that seem to stray
far from the holiday’s original
meaning.

This year, much of the focus is
on global warming. The Shalom
Centre, a Philadelphia-based
group focused mainly on environ-
mental issues, has launched the
Green Menorah Covenant cam-
paign to promote improved ener-
gy efficiency among Jewish com-
munities. 

The campaign, which is timed
to coincide both the Chanukah
and a UN-sponsored conference
on climate change in Bali,
Indonesia, follows a similar
effort, begun last year, to encour-
age switching to more energy-effi-
cient light bulbs.

“A Light Among the Nations”, a
project of the Coalition on the
Environment and Jewish Life and
the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, aims to get Jews to switch

to compact fluorescent light bulbs
during the holiday. This year, the
programme is being tied to JCPA’s
anti-poverty campaign, which in
December will focus on energy. 

The JCPA was also involved in
the creation of Ner Shel Tzedakah
(“candle of righteousness”), a
joint initiative of the Reform and
Conservative movements that
aims to teach about poverty by
encouraging families to donate
their holiday gifts to organisa-
tions assisting the poor. 

The most famous figures of the
Chanukah story, the mythic
Maccabees, have been appropriat-
ed as symbols of Jewish sport - no
small irony considering the
Maccabees rebelled against the
worship of athletic prowess that
characterised Hellenistic civilisa-
tion. 

And on the Shabbat that falls in
the middle of Chanukah, on
December 8, rabbis are being
encouraged to tie their sermons to
the struggle for Soviet Jewry,
which is marking its 40th anniver-
sary this year. 

Jeffrey Gurock, a history pro-
fessor at Yeshiva University and
author of a book about Judaism’s
encounter with sports, says that
sports teams should more aptly be
called the “anti-Maccabees”. The
shift in thinking about the
Maccabees, Gurock said, was
linked to the Zionist thinker Max
Nordau, who sought figures in
Jewish history as models for what

he called “muscular
Judaism”.

“It was an appropri-
ation of a particular
moment in ancient
Jewish history that’s
revived and used in
modern times,” Gu-
rock said. “Jews were
fighters in the ancient
world. And they want
to go back to this
image of Jews.”

Indeed, Chanukah has more to
do with ancient miracles than
with environmentalism or con-
cern for the poor. The holiday
marks the victory of Maccabean
rebels against their Hellenistic
rulers in the second century BC
and the subsequent miracle of the
temple oil lasting for eight days. 

Rabbi Leon Morris, executive
director of the Skirball Centre for
Adult Jewish Learning in New
York, says he has no problem with
added layers of meaning being
added to the Chanukah story pro-
vided it doesn’t eviscerate its
underlying themes. 

“I think every holiday gives us
an opportunity to look for contem-
porary resonance of the holiday’s
themes in our lives,” Morris says.
“The roots of Chanukah are suffi-
ciently complex to open up a vari-
ety of contemporary issues to
weave into our own understand-
ing.”

Morris also noted some further
ironies in the contemporary

American celebration of
Chanukah. The holiday, which
invites thinking about the tension
between Jewish particularism
and Hellenistic universalism, is
played out against the backdrop of
the dominant culture’s celebra-
tion of Christmas. Chanukah’s
timing to the winter solstice,
Morris speculated, may also
imply something about non-
Jewish influence on the holiday. 

“I guess the question we should
ask is not whether these interpre-
tations are legitimate, but what’s
prompting them,” Morris said.
“As contemporary Jews look at
the liturgy, narratives and stories,
what is it that’s sparking these dif-
ferent sorts of ideas?”

In the case of poverty, the spark
was in part mounting concern
over the growing commercialisa-
tion of the December holiday sea-
son.

“Our thinking was to raise the
profile of the issue of poverty,”
said Rabbi Marla Feldman, direc-
tor of Commission on Social

Action of Reform Judaism. “I
think a lot of families these days
are feeling overwhelmed by the
consumerism that has become a
focus of the holiday.”

Grafting a concern for the envi-
ronment on to Chanukah celebra-
tions is clearly motivated by the
contemporary awareness of cli-
mate change and its related risks.
But as many note, it may not be
such a stretch of the imagination
to see resource conservation as,
albeit a lesser, moral of the
Maccabbean tale. 

Rabbinic tradition, with its
reluctance to glorify military tri-
umphs, emphasised instead the
miracle of the oil lasting for eight
days and it’s but a short leap from
rescuing a lone vial of oil to
preaching the necessity of con-
serving natural resources. 

“It’s substantively a part of the
holiday because there was a time
when we really needed to have a
little energy go a long way. And
we call that time Chanukah,” said
Rabbi Steve Gutow, executive
director of JCPA. “By the same
token, we think we’re at a time in
our world history where we need
to conserve and husband our
energy.”

Likewise, Gutow says
Chanukah also recalls a time
when the Jewish community was
poor in resources. “It was a time
when we were at a nadir of our
ability to find energy and to use
it,” he said. 

“And it ties in well to the diffi-
culties that poor Jews and poor
Americans have. It makes perfect
sense to me.” (JTA)

Logo from “A Light Among

the Nations,” a project of the

Coalition on the Environment

and Jewish Life and the

Jewish Council for Public

Affairs, which aims to get

Jews to switch to compact

fluorescent light bulbs dur-

ing Chanukah. (SOURCE:

COEJL)

Groups give Chanukah a facelift

ISRAELI FLAG WORLD'S LARGEST

MASADA - The world's largest flag
was unfurled last week beneath the
ancient Jewish desert strongpoint of
Masada. 

The huge blue and white Israeli flag,
660m long and 100m wide and weigh-
ing 5,2 tons, was measured by
Guinness World Records. 

The flag was produced by a
Philippine entrepreneur and evangeli-
cal Christian as a sign of her love for
Israel and the Jewish people.

Management and staff 
wishes all their Jewish 
customers and friends 
“Chag Sameach and a

Happy Chanukah”
30 Activa Road, Activa Park, Germiston

Tel: (011) 822-3906  Fax: (011) 822-3112

e-mail: esmaries@esor.co.za

Branch: Kwazulu-natal, South Africa

Tel: (031) 507-1051  Fax: (031) 507-5709

e-mail: esor@icon.co.za
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RABBI SHIMON APISDORF 

G-D SHINES his light in some of the
seemingly darkest places and turns
night into day. Michael from
California tells his story:

Shabbos afternoon in Big Sur. I’m
on the beach, meditating and watch-
ing the ocean. A woman and her two
children pass by. She asks if I have
any juice to spare for her children.
Of course I give them to drink. She’s
very grateful. As she begins to walk
away, I say, “Shalom”.

Ordinarily I wouldn’t say shalom
to a stranger on the beach, but for
some reason I did. She turns and her
eyes widens. “Shabbat shalom,” she
says to me. The next thing you know
we’re spending the whole day on the
beach talking and talking and talk-
ing.

As it turns out, Zariya (her name)
and her children live in a van. Zariya
is Catholic, but she’s married to a
Jewish man. She considers herself
to be a spiritual person who believes
in G-d. After she had children, she
decided that she would rather raise
them as Jews, not as Catholics. 

There was one problem, however.
Zariya’s husband (the Jew) wanted
nothing to do with religion and for-
bade her from giving the children
any Jewish education. This became
a very contentious issue between
them. Her husband also had a drink-
ing problem; eventually she took the
children and left.

Here on the beach I decide to do
something to help Zariya and her
children. So I invite them to stay
with me for a while. Maybe I can help
her get back on her feet.

One day she took the kids out for
lunch. They were late coming home
and when she finally arrived, Zariya
was hysterical. “They took my chil-
dren! They took my children!”

Apparently her estranged hus-
band had hired a private detective to
track her down - and then snatch

away the kids.
I manage to calm Zariya down.

She calls her husband’s parents in
Sacramento. Her husband is there
with the kids. He won’t let her speak
with them. But I get on the phone
and we negotiate to come up to
Sacramento to see the kids one time
for Chanukah. We promise to stay
for just 15 minutes, light the meno-
rah with the kids, and then leave.

All we bring with us on the trip to
Sacramento is a small disposable
menorah and some candles.

As we pull up to the house, Zariya
says: “You won’t even believe this is
a Jewish family.”

We walk to the front door and ring
the bell. The kids open the door and
give us big hugs, while the grandpar-
ents and the father are eyeballing us
in a very cold way. After a moment I
look around and am blown away to
see an entire living room full of toys. 

There’s a pile of presents with
Christmas wrapping, an enormous
tree - and the grandfather dressed in
a Santa Clause outfit.

We only have 15 minutes and I
really want to make an impact on the
kids. So right away I set up the meno-
rah. I teach them everything I can in
the little time we have, and they are
all smiles and listening to everything
I say. I show them exactly how to set
up the candles, and before we begin
to light, I ask the grandmother to
turn off the lights. So there we are,
lighting the candles and making the
blessings and trying to sing Ma’oz
Tzur together with the kids.

When we’re done, the kids want
more. So I tell them there’s a special
mitzvah to just look at the candles
and enjoy the light - because it’s 
G-d’s light. So there we are, just
standing and gazing at those can-
dles. I look over to see the grandpar-
ents holding hands; she’s got tears in
her eyes, and he’s taken off his Santa
Claus beard.

An uneasy silence fills the room,

and then it’s time to leave. On the way
out, Zariya’s husband says that he
wants to talk to her for a minute. 

“Zariya,” he says in a soft voice, “I
felt something when we were looking
at those candles. I promise that
tomorrow I’m going to find a Hebrew
school for the kids, so they get some
Jewish education.”

This is the end of this story. Zariya
went on to study more about Judaism
and eventually decided to convert.
Before going through with the con-
version she needed to speak with her
grandmother who was a strict
Catholic and with whom she was
very close; her mother had died years
earlier in an accident and she never
knew her father. 

Zariya called her grandmother and
was trying to explain. Then her
grandmother began to cry.

“Zariya,” she began through her
tears, “I’ve never told you this and I
swore I never would, but now I must.
When I was a young woman I had just
been married when the war broke
out. They put us in the camps and my
husband and my entire family were
wiped out. 

“I swore to myself that if I ever
married again I would never allow
my family to suffer the same fate.
After the war I met this wonderful
man. He wasn’t Jewish, but he took
care of me and we got married. I told
him I could never raise my children
as Jews. Your mother never knew she
was Jewish. Zariya, you don’t have to
convert. You already are a Jew.”

Adapted from Chanukah - Eight
Nights of Light, Eight Gifts for the
Soul, by Rabbi Shimon Apisdorf.
http://www.leviathanpress.com.

Rabbi Apisdorf is the author of the
Rosh Hashanah Yom Kippur
Survival Kit and the Judaism in a
Nutshell series.

Reprinted by kind permission of
Aish Hatorah

California Dreamin’ 

MOSCOW - Former chess champion Garry
Kasparov was arrested last Saturday after
leading a protest to Moscow's federal elec-
tion authority offices. 

Kasparov was sentenced to five days in
jail for holding an unauthorised march. He
had been on his way to give election offi-
cials a letter claiming that the upcoming
Russian elections are biased toward

President Vladimir Putin.  
Kasparov is the presidential candidate

for the opposition Other Russia coalition. 
He was arrested at a demonstration in

April, when he was levied a fine but no jail
time. On Sunday, Kremlin riot police broke
up an anti-Putin rally near the State
Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg.
(JTA)



BEN HARRIS
STAMFORD, Connecticut 

ADOPTING ITS first resolution on Israel’s security in
recent memory, Agudath Israel of America opposed
relinquishing any Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem to
the Palestinians.

The umbrella group for fervently Orthodox Jews, or
haredim, also vowed at its 85th national convention over
the weekend to communicate that view to Israeli gov-
ernment officials.

Adopted on the eve of Tuesday’s Israeli-Palestinian
peace conference in Annapolis, Maryland, the resolu-
tion comes less than a week after leaders of eight mem-
ber groups of the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organisations urged the body to reaf-
firm its longstanding position that Jerusalem should
remain Israel’s united capital. 

Last Saturday, 800 convention participants, and many
more guests who came just for the evening plenary,
heard from the head of Agudah’s Council of Torah
Sages, Rabbi Yaakov Perlow.

Perlow, the Novominsker rebbe, reiterated Agudah’s
longstanding policy of deferring to Israeli rabbinic
authorities on matters related to Israel. He reported on

his recent consultations in Israel
with Rabbis Yoseph Sholom
Elyashiv and Aharon Yehuda
Leib Shteinman.

“I oppose this very strongly,”
Perlow quoted Elyashiv as telling
him recently in Jerusalem about
ceding any part of the Israeli cap-
ital. “As far as the security of the
area, it will accomplish nothing.
If a Yid wants to approach the
Kotel,” the Western Wall, “he’ll
need a permit, an entrance pass
from the Arabs.”

Perlow also stressed Jerusalem’s centrality to the
Jewish spirit and his reluctance to trust Israeli leaders
“who’ve been known to fail us”.

Mayor Uri Lupolianski, Jerusalem’s first haredi
mayor, said his was a vibrant city that was “full of life”,
but “dark clouds” were gathering. 

“Government ministers are speaking openly about
slicing up Yerushalayim like a salami and serving slices
to the Palestinians,” Lupolianski said. “They are not
ashamed to bring neighbourhoods of our Yerushalayim
and offer them to our enemies. And this will bring us
peace?”

Outside the convention hall here, protesters from the
fringe anti-Zionist group Neturei Karta protested
Lupolianski’s appearance. A heavy police presence kept
the group at a safe distance from the hotel while a heli-
copter circled overhead. No arrests or injuries were
reported. (JTA)
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UKRANIAN CEMETERY VANDALIZED

ZHITOMIR - The Jewish cemetery in the Ukrainian city of
Zhitomir has been vandalised. Unidentified vandals forced open
the front door of the Ohel of Tzadik Rabbi Aharon from Zhitomir,
a student of Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov. 

Swastikas and anti-Semitic slogans were spray-painted on the
walls and ceiling of the Ohel. 

The vandalism took place within the last two weeks. Local police
are investigating the case, but no arrests have been reported. 

Acts of anti-Semitism in Zhitomir have been occurring almost
monthly this year, but local Jewish leaders told JTA they were not
sure that this was an act of anti-Semitism or, more likely, "vandal-
ism organised by hobos or drug addicts". (JTA)

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WHILE THE Annapolis conference was
meant to focus on Israeli-Palestinian peace-
making, the attendance of Syria and Saudi
Arabia has raised questions about the
prospects for peace between Israel and the
wider Arab world.

Syria came up because, contrary to expec-
tations, Damascus sent a delegate to
Annapolis to talk about trading peace for the
Golan Heights. And the attendance at
Annapolis of all 22 Arab League member
countries, led by the influential Saudis, sug-
gested that normalisation of ties between
Israel and the Arab world could be in the
cards.

Israeli experts are divided over the
prospects of reaching peace with Syria.

Some insist Damascus will never break
with its Shi’ite sponsors in Tehran, which is
a key condition for progress. Others argue
there is a greater chance of achieving peace
with the Syrians than with the Palestinians.

As for accommodation with the Arab
world, the broad consensus is that peace
with the Palestinians must come first.

Nevertheless, the fact that both the
Syrians and Saudis came to Annapolis -
Syria sent Deputy Foreign Minister Fayssal
Mekdad and Saudi Arabia sent Foreign
Minister Saud al-Faisal - had immediate
ramifications in the Middle East.

Their attendance demonstrated
America’s ability to mobilise Arab moder-
ates and underscored the growing isolation
of Iran and its radical allies.

Whether or not Annapolis brings progress
or not, already it is causing considerable
alarm in Iran.

Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad made angry phone calls to
Assad and Saudi King Abdullah urging
them not to cooperate with the United States

and Israel against Iran.
Iranian state media outlets were more

blunt, warning that any Arab country that
provides logistic help for a US strike against
Iran will be a legitimate target for Iranian
retaliation.

Saudi policy has been driven for some
time by the Iranian threat. The Saudis, who
are Sunni Muslims, are terrified at the
prospect of an Iranian move against their oil
reserves or Iranian-sponsored terrorism
destabilising their kingdom. However, that
does not mean the Saudis will push for
wholesale normalisation of ties with Israel,
the regional counterpoint to Shi’ite-ruled
Iran.

For the past several years, the Saudis have
been key players in regional diplomacy.
They fashioned the peace initiative adopted
by the Arab League in 2002, a rough outline
that proposed normalisation of ties between
Israel and the Arab world in exchange for a
full Israeli retreat to the pre-1967 borders.

The Saudis also mediated the now defunct
power-sharing agreement in February
between the moderate Palestinian Fatah fac-
tion headed by PA President Mahmoud
Abbas and the radical Hamas group.

But in both these cases, the Saudis’ aim
was to help create Arab consensus and
enhance ties with the United States as
hedges against Iranian aggression, not to
move toward normalisation with Israel, says
Saudi expert Joseph Kostiner of Tel Aviv
University’s Dayan Centrefor Middle
Eastern Studies.

“Although the Saudis have a shared inter-
est with Israel in curbing Iranian power, any
contacts the two countries have on this will
remain secret, precisely because the Saudis
won’t jump the gun on normalisation,”
Kostiner told JTA.

Until Annapolis, only secret talks were
held.

In September 2006, Israeli Prime Minister

Olmert met covertly in Jordan with Saudi
Arabia’s national security chief, Prince
Bandar, presumably to discuss the Iranian
threat. This encounter reportedly was fol-
lowed by a string of lower-level secret con-
tacts.

But there has been no sign of normalisa-
tion.

On the contrary, in the run-up to
Annapolis, al-Faisal declared there would
not be so much as a handshake with Israeli
leaders at the conference - so as not to give
the Israelis “free normalisation”.

Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni
argues for linkage between progress on the
Palestinian front and normalisation with
the Arab world. In other words, every con-
cession Israel makes to the Palestinians
should be followed with an Arab gesture of
normalisation toward Israel.

This, she argues, would give Israel added
incentive to move ahead.

But the Saudi message at Annapolis was
clear: Normalisation would not be an engine
to drive the Israeli-Palestinian process. On
the contrary, only the resolution of the core
conflict would create conditions for normal-
isation.

Still, there have been tacit understandings
between Israel and the Saudis. For example,
Israel raised no official objections to the US
plan to supply the Saudis with $20 billion
worth of sophisticated weaponry over the
coming decade. This was predicated on the
understanding that the weapons were neces-
sary for deterring Iranian aggression.

While no overt Israeli-Saudi contacts have
been made, Israel and Syria have been
engaged in a public on-again, off-again
peace process since the early 1990s.

Four Israeli prime ministers - Yitzhak
Rabin, Shimon Peres, Benjamin Netanyahu
and Ehud Barak - made serious efforts to
make peace with Syria.

Over the past few years, Syrian President

Bashar Assad has made repeated peace
overtures, but he has been unwilling to com-
mit himself to a break with Iran and its ter-
rorist proxies.

Olmert, for his part, has not taken
Assad’s overtures seriously, partly because
the Bush administration made clear it was
not interested in making overtures to a
Syrian regime it considers hostile to its
regional goals, analysts say.

In early September, however, a new ele-
ment entered the Israel-Syria equation: the
apparent bombing by Israel of a suspected
nuclear weapons facility in the Syria desert.

Since then, Israeli intelligence experts say
Assad has shown newfound interest in
accommodation and moderation.

Now both Olmert and Defence Minister
Ehud Barak are insisting it is time to
explore seriously peace prospects with
Syria. Most pundits believe the outcome
will depend on whether the United States is
prepared to promise Assad significant
diplomatic and economic guarantees if he
breaks with Iran.

So far, the Bush administration has
offered no sign it is ready to make that prom-
ise.

Russia, however, reportedly is planning a
follow-up to Annapolis in Moscow, where
the main focus would be the Israel-Syria
track.

Some Israeli analysts dismiss this as
Russian jockeying for position on the inter-
national stage. Others argue it creates an
opportunity that should not be dismissed
peremptorily.

“You have a better chance of success (with
the Syrians) than with the Palestinians
because you are dealing with a viable
regime, albeit a repugnant one,” said Yossi
Alpher, a former Mossad analyst and co-edi-
tor of the Israeli-Palestinian website
Bitterlemons.org. “And the payoff with
regard to Iran is so much bigger.

Will Annapolis spur regional thaw?

Rabbi

Yaakov

Perlow, the

Novomin-

sker rebbe

and the

Bostoner

Rebbe of

Brookline,

right.  
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ELIAS INBRAM sees his position of politi-
cal attaché and spokesperson at the Israeli
Embassy as a continuation of the early
pioneers’ work in building the State of
Israel. 

The thirty-four-year-old diplomat, who
was born in Ethiopia and at the age of nine
years trekked across the desert for 40 days
to Sudan before being airlifted to Israel
two years later, arrived in South Africa to
assume his duties in early October.

Having completed the theoretical part of
his training in Israel, the four-year
Pretoria posting constitutes its practical
component. A law and business manage-
ment graduate, he is third in seniority
after the ambassador and his deputy. 

Inbram expresses enthusiasm about
“marketing Israel beyond the conflict” by
creating projects among black Africans.
“We have been doing it,” he concedes, “but
I want to extend this and show that we are
co-operating in rebuilding South African
society.”

He would also like to change the percep-
tion that Israel is a racist, apartheid socie-
ty by exposing South Africans to the think-
ing of ordinary Israelis. “Is it true that we
really want a Palestinian state?” he asks
by way of example.

I ask him whether he thinks this country
is ready for a more positive take on the sit-
uation. “We are ready to share our skills
and our knowledge with South Africa” so
the country can move forward, he answers
in true diplomatic fashion. 

“We have to deal with logical arguments
and emotional arguments,” he adds, recon-
sidering the question, “and the hardest are
the emotional ones because the South
Africans do understand logically why the

relationship with Israel is very important,
but the emotional side is the most prob-
lematic. 

“South Africa and Israel are like two
friends who are angry with each other but
they want to be friends, so we need some
patience until they understand that we are
really friends.”

Inbram aims to encourage dialogue with
the Muslim leadership to foster under-
standing of Israel’s interests and the
notion that “Israel is also pro-Palestinian”. 

“The Muslim organisations here are
(engaging in) advocacy for the Palestinian
people - we will also (engage in) advocacy
for the Palestinian people so they will get
their own land because we as Jews (in the
light of) our history, including the

Kishinev pogroms and the Holocaust,
there is no other people who can under-
stand (better) the need of land for people.

“We are waiting for the right and brave
people who can help us to help them to
establish their state.”

Inbram believes South Africa can be
“very helpful” to the peace process by join-
ing the “moderate countries who believe in
peace and believe that the two-state solu-
tion is the best one for this conflict”.

Though the South African government
officially supports the latter option,
Inbram says Israel wants to see action, not
just words.  

30 November - 07 December 2007 SA JEWISH REPORT 9

Elias Inbram, new political attaché and

spokesperson at the Israeli Embassy.

Elias Inbram - an Israeli bridge builder
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AUSTRALIA'S HOWARD SWEPT FROM

POWER

SYDNEY - John Howard, a staunch ally of
Israel and America, has been swept from
power in Australia after 11 years of con-
servative rule. Australians delivered a
landslide victory to Labour in last week
Saturday's compulsory elections. 

The country's new prime minister,
Kevin Rudd, will lead a government that
includes two Jewish members of parlia-
ment - the first Jews to sit in government
since 1990. 

Howard, Australia's second longest-
serving prime minister, appears to have
lost his own seat in parliament after 33
years. While Rudd has forged close ties to
the 110 000-strong Jewish community in
Australia since he became Labour leader
last December, the 50-year-old from
Queensland is not expected to be able to
replicate Howard's rock-solid support for
the Jewish state. Rudd visited in 2003 and
2005. 

The two victorious Jewish candidates
were Michael Danby and Mark Dreyfus,
who was standing in his first election for
the seat of Isaacs, named after Australia's
first Jewish governor-general, Sir Isaac
Isaacs. 

Some analysts have speculated that
Labour's support for Israel may waver at
the United Nations. However, Rudd has
declared that Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad should be tried at the
International Court of Justice for his
genocidal declaration to "wipe Israel off
the map". 

He also has vowed not to negotiate with
Hamas "unless it undergoes radical
change". George Newhouse, a high-profile
Jewish lawyer, failed in his bid to unseat
Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull
in Wentworth, the nation's largest Jewish
electorate. Also elected was Mike Kelly, a
former colonel who served in Iraq and
whose wife is Israeli, and Nicola Roxon,
whose father was a Polish Jew. (JTA)
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SA Chabadniks fly the
flag at convention in NY

Back row, from left: Barry Beder, Rabbi Aharon Rose, Moshe Feinblum, Rabbi Shlomo

Wainer, Alan Finger, Motti Grauman, Solly Zaslansky, Warren Lewis, Steven Risenburg

and Yossi Liberow.

Second last row: Menachem Kay, Eric Moss and Rabbi Eitan Ash.

Middle row: Ephraim Zaslansky, Troy Meyers, Darren Gordon, Rabbi Ari Shishler and

Avi Steiner.

Second row: Jonathan Bennet and Rabbi Yehoshua Chaiton.

Front: Chanan Ash, Lennie Glasser and Ivan Solomon.      SEE STORY ON PAGE 11

Read the Jewish Report 
e-paper on our website:
www.sajewishreport.co.za
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ALISON GOLDBERG

A RECORD crowd of over 4 000,
shluchim, lay leaders, parents of
shluchim and bochurim - including
a delegation of 40 from South Africa
- packed the giant Pier 94 in the
heart of Manhattan, along the banks
of the  Hudson River for the Kinnus
HaShluchim gala banquet 5768,
recently.

Philanthropist Levi Leviev repre-
sented the lay leaders and Rabbi
Nechemia Vogel of Rochester, 
New York, represented the shluchim
with inspiration and uplifting
addresses.

Just about all the shluchim, near-
ly 3 000 of the rebbe’s emissaries to 
72 countries and 47 states, along
with 1 900 of their philanthropic
backers, returned to New York for
their annual convention.

One shaliach, Rabbi Shlomo
Matusof, 91, flew in from Morocco.
As G-d would have it, Rabbi Matusof
passed away the Saturday night, in
the Crown Heights he once thought
would be home.

The banquet was a place to 
renew old friendships. “We met last
year,” said Congo’s Rabbi Shlomo
Bentolila to a familiar face, “and
here we are!”

On holidays, the Congo Chabad
sends circuit rabbis to Jews in
Kenya, Nigeria, Lagos, Namibia,
Ivory Coast, Ghana, Angola, Rwanda
and Zimbabwe.

“There is no Jew in Africa who is
out of reach,” said the shaliach. “We
intend to offer something to every
Jewish child, expatriate, or busi-
nessman, every Jew we can find.”

For South African Rabbi Ari
Shishler it was five days of inspira-
tion and energy for the 40-strong

South African delegation to the con-
ference.

Attending the conference from
South Africa were among others
Rabbi Mendel Lipskar, head shali-
ach, Chabad SA for whom like many
who attended it found the experi-
ence exhilarating.

“It was an awe-inspiring sight says
Rabbi Lipskar. When roll-call was
made it was evident that there is a
Chabad presence in every Jewish
community in the world making
Lubavitch the largest Jewish organi-
sation in the world today. The uni-
versal message was to continue to
reach out to every Jew with uncon-
ditional love and to continue acts of
goodness and kindness.” 

While the rabbis attended the var-
ious talks and workshops, the guests
got to visit the “Ohel”, the Rebbe’s
resting place. Rabbi Levy Wineberg
primed them for this special event.

They also enjoyed a glimpse at
rare manuscripts and artefacts in
the Rebbe’s library, one of the most
unique and valuable Judaica
libraries in the world.

“Shabbos saw us squeeze into a
packed shul with almost 5 000 people
for our most energetic shul service
ever,” said Rabbi Shishler. “We tast-
ed the legendary hospitality of local
Chabadniks who open their homes
to thousands of visitors throughout
the year.” 

Besides all the rabbis who came,
over 1 500 Chabad supporters joined
the convention for a leadership con-
ference on the Sunday. 

The convention traditionally cul-
minates in a gala dinner, this year
hosting 4 200 people. The evening
showcased cutting-edge Chabad
activities and saw the launch of new
initiatives, the opening of Chabad

Centres in seven new places and a
grant for 50 new couples to go out
into the challenging world of
shlichus.

Rabbi Mordechai Rodal (Chabad
Norwood) presented a beautiful
Torah thought on Jewish education
to open the evening. The guest
speaker, Israeli billionaire, Lev
Leviev, encouraged the gathered
supporters to follow his example of
donating to Chabad, explaining that
his investment in Chabad is the
soundest investment he has ever
made.

Rabbi Yossy Goldman, one of the
South African delegates, said: “To
interact with thousands of rabbis,
all dedicated to the same cause of
serving Jewish communities and
nurturing Jews of every conceivable
background, to daven together, to
learn together, to sing and dance
together, was so moving that words
are actually inadequate. 

“Not only did South Africa have
the biggest delegation, but we also
met many South African expats
whose Yiddishkeit is being nurtured
by Chabad around the world. To lis-
ten to Levi Leviev... speaking with
such humility, was particularly
uplifting.

“Back in 2002,” said Rabbi
Goldman, “I was privileged to have
been asked to deliver the keynote
address at the closing banquet.
Then, there were some 
2 000 people in the Brooklyn Marriot
Hotel. They outgrew that and moved
to the New York Hilton. 

“This year there were some 4 500
at the banquet and it had to be held
in Pier 94 which must be the size of
the Queen Mary! Such exponential
growth - more than doubling in five
years!  

“The Rebbe’s vision of optimism
for the Jewish people materialised
before our very eyes.”

SA Chabadniks in NY

IRAN UNVEILS NEW MISSILE

TEHRAN - Iran has unveiled a new strategic missile. The
Defence Ministry in Tehran announced on Tuesday it had
developed a new missile, called Ashura, which has a
range of 1 250 miles - enough to hit Israel, US targets in
the Persian Gulf, and parts of eastern and southern
Europe.

The announcement appeared timed to overshadow the
Israeli-Palestinian peace conference in Annapolis, which
the Arab League has endorsed and Iran has condemned.

The Ashura's reach is not significantly greater than
that of the Shihab-3, until now Iran's most menacing bal-
listic missile. But Israeli experts said that unlike the
Shihab series, the Ashura used a multi-stage, solid-fuel
engine that would make it especially effective for long-
range strategic use. (JTA)

RUSSIA TO HOST ANNAPOLIS FOLLOW-UP

MOSCOW - Russia has said it will host the next interna-
tional conference on Israeli-Palestinian peace.

Russia's foreign minister Sergei Lavrov said on
Wednesday that, after the Bush administration hosted
this week's conference between Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas in Annapolis, Maryland, Moscow would
handle the follow-up meeting.

The Russian news agency Interfax quoted Sergei
Lavrov as saying that all participants at Annapolis "hailed
our readiness to organise the next meeting in Moscow. Of
course, we have yet to agree on its date and agenda."

Lavrov said that Russia would try to promote
Palestinian statehood and broker peace talks between
Israel and its northern neighbours.

"This is crucial not only for the solution of all key prob-
lems in Palestinian-Israeli relations - I mean the border
issue, refugees, and the status of Jerusalem - but also for
approaching other spheres of the Middle East settlement,
the Arab-Israeli conflict. I mean the Syrian and Lebanese
areas," the Russian foreign minister said. (JTA)
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