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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The honey week
»

IN OUR society it is difficult to
imagine a wedding without the
subsequent obligatory romantic
trip to some exotic location. What
is the origin of this vacation and
does it have any place in Jewish
thought or practice?

The earliest reference to the
honeymoon is not positive. Just as
the moon is no sooner full than it
begins to wane, so too the mutual
affection of the newlywed couple
begins to diminish as they settle in
to regular life.

Some suggest that the word
relates to an ancient Babylonian
custom whereby the father of the
bride, hoping to increase the cou-
ple’s virility and fertility, would
provide his son-in-law with all the
mead (made from honey) he could
drink during the first month
(“moon”) of marriage.

Others claim that nuptials were
commonly held during the sum-
mer solstice, both for religious rea-
sons and for reasons of practicali-
ty, for this was the time between
the main planting and harvesting
of the crops. Since it was at this
time that honey was first “harvest-
ed”, the wedding season became
known as the honeymoon.

Whatever the meaning, “honey-
moon” has come to denote the time
that the newlyweds spend alone,
away from their hometown in a
far-off location before embarking
on their new lives.

Judaism, however, has a differ-
ent outlook on the period immedi-
ately following the wedding. The
Code of Jewish Law rules that a
man who marries a maiden must
rejoice with her for seven days,
during which time he may not do
any work nor engage in commerce,

PARSHAT
VAYETZE

Rabbi Matthew
Liebenberg
Claremont Wynberg
Hebrew Congregation
Cape Town

but rather he must eat, drink and be
happy with her.

This period, referred to as “the
seven days of rejoicing”, has its ori-
gin in this week’s parsha. Jacob’s
father-in-law, Lavan, tricked him
into marrying Leah instead of his
beloved Rachel. On the morning fol-
lowing the wedding, Jacob com-
plained to Lavan, who replied: “Such
is not done in our place to give the
younger sister in marriage before
the older. Complete the week of this
one (Leah), and I will then give you
the other (Rachel) in exchange for
the work that you will then do for me
a further seven years.”

Lavan agreed to the marriage of
Jacob to his younger daughter
Rachel, but only after Jacob had
spent a full seven-day period with
Leah. This is a reference to the
mandatory period of rejoicing that a
groom is required to spend with his
new bride.

How does the couple celebrate
during this week? The Talmud
rules: “We recite the marriage bless-
ings in the presence of a minyan for
the full seven days.”

The “marriage blessings” are the
seven blessings that are recited over
a cup of wine under the chupah.
They are not reserved for the wed-
ding day alone, but may be recited
throughout the seven days of rejoic-
ing, provided the couple eat a meal

in the presence of a minyan and
with the participation of at least
one new person who was not there
before. The seven-day period has
thus become known as the sheva
brachot week.

In contrast to the norm prevalent
in modern society and even in
many Jewish circles, the observant
couple will remain in town follow-
ing the wedding and enjoy a week of
celebration with their family and
friends.

Every evening and, in some
instances, during the day, the cou-
ple will be invited to a different
home where they are treated as
royalty with delicious food, joyous
singing and, at the conclusion of
the meal, with the ecstatic singing
of the seven blessings.

Although these lavish meals are
not obligatory, it has become the
accepted norm in the religious com-
munity for a couple to remain at
home for the seven days before
beginning their lives together.

Judaism views a wedding as a
communal celebration that extends
beyond the actual wedding into the
coming week, and indeed, through-
out the first year of marriage.

In the days of the Talmud the cel-
ebration of the newlyweds,
although very much -curtailed,
would extend into the next 23 days,
leading up to the end of their first
month as husband and wife.

During this time a short phrase
would be added to the grace after
meals referring to the celebration.
Regarding the first year of mar-
riage, the Torah warns: “When a
man takes a new wife he may not go
out to war, nor may they conscript
him for any service, rather he shall
be free to be at home for one year
and he shall bring joy to the wife
that he has married.”

This mitzvah remains in force
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today and new husbands should
take care not to involve themselves
in too many communal endeav-
ours, especially at night, during
their first year of marriage.

The unique joy of the wedding is
at its most intense in the initial
seven-day period, less in the next
23 days and even less in the next 12
months. This is not to say that the
love of the couple should wane, on
the contrary, the ecstatic joy of the
wedding should now be replaced
by a more realistic love, one of
commitment, giving and experi-
ence.

Marriage is a work in progress;
it requires constant input and
great effort. That is why the Torah
and the sages implemented these
three periods - to allow the couple
to become familiar with each other
and to gain a deeper and fuller
appreciation of who they are and
how they can build a true Jewish
home.

The honeymoon may be over -
but now the marriage truly begins!

Shabbat Shalom.

Jealously guard liturgical music, urges

SHELLEY ELK

MUSICAL LITURGY was an expres-
sion from inside a person’s soul, and
an outward expression as well and
what was needed was a combination
of both, said former Cantor Oshy
Tugendhaft recently.

Tugendhaft addressed the United
Zionist Luncheon Club at Our
Parents Home, in Norwood. He was
cantor of Sydenham-Highlands
North Shul until 2004, the resident
cantor of the Johannesburg Male
Choir, which performed in local and
international concerts, and for the
last three years, cantor for the Great
Park Synagogue on High Holidays.

He focussed his talk “The
Synagogue Music” on the outward
expression of worship through
music that within the history of syn-
agogues, was a very special art form.

He quoted Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak
who distinguished between spiritu-
ality and music saying: “Spirituality
is the thought of mind, music the
emotion of longing and delight,
stemming from the soul and is high-
er than reason or intellect.”

More than 3 000 years ago, on the
banks of the Red Sea, the people
sang under the leadership of Moses
in praise of Hashem.

Tugendhaft discussed the impor-
tance of nusach in the tefilla. The

nusach or “mode of service” was a
melodic chant which personifies
prayer, time and season. With eyes
closed a chazan should know the
correct nusach for Shabbat,
Pesach and Rosh Hashanah.

“It is the folk music of a people
who pray three times daily, and it
(the nusach) changes season by
season.” This, said Tugendhaft,
went back to Temple days.

During the times of the First
Temple there were music and
instruments, big orchestras, trum-
pets, cymbals, flutes, approximate-
ly 100 musicians, and after the
destruction of the Second Temple
musical instruments were
stopped, as a sign of mourning,
and it was decided “no more
singing... and this was the end of
accompanying music in the
Temple”.

Gradually, in synagogues in the
galut, the choir, chazan and virtu-
0so chazan were introduced into
Orthodox synagogues.

World-renowned chazonim were
imbued with a religious force, and
it felt like a different realm, and
when they davened, often after-
wards they couldn’t reproduce
what they had done in the service.
The “spirit and imagination, and
flow of music was often electrify-
ing...” said Tugendhaft.

From the early 19th century to
the end of the 19th century (1880-
1900) two million Jews emigrated
to the United States because of the
pogroms in Russia and brought
chazanim with them.

After the First World War there
was a flood of virtuoso chazanim
and it was referred to as the
“Golden Age of Chazanim”.

Among the great chazanim from
Eastern and Western Europe were
Salomon Sulzer, Louis Lewandow-
ski, Mordechai Leib Glantz, and
Yosele Rosenblatt, who was consid-
ered the “Melech Chazonim”. They
(chazanim) imbibed Western musi-
cal influences and the chazan influ-
ence of Eastern Europe.

Tugendhaft said that Louis
Nizer, a child soloist in
Rosenblatt’s choir, wrote in his
book Reflection without mirrors
about Enrico Caruso who visited
the shul in the US where
Rosenblatt davened, to hear him
sing and offered him to sing at the
Metropolitan. Rosenblatt declined.
Rosenblatt did eventually perform
to clear his name of debt, and
charged $2 500 a wedding, while
Caruso earned the same amount
for an entire performance.

Another great chazan who
accepted a call to South Africa in
1935, was Yisroel Altar who studied

Tugendhaft

in Vienna and sang at the Great
Park Synagogue, (in Wolmarans
Street)

Eventually with time, rabbonim
said the service was “taking too
long” and wanted to abbreviate the
service and contain the chazanim
and their interpolations.
Chazanim had to adapt and modify
what they were doing.

The advent of the smaller shtiebl
service, which developed in the last
20 years, with a baal tefilla, and no
choir, meant the gradual disinte-
gration of the “Golden Age”. Many
Orthodox synagogues couldn’t
afford the choirs and chazanim.

In the US synagogues had choirs
during the High Festivals, whereas
in South Africa the chazan and
choir tradition had been alive for
many years. The US was jealous of
South Africa’s Orthodox shuls,
said Tugendhatft.

He concluded that to ensure the
continuity of the tradition, it was
important to adapt and jealously
guard the liturgy, nusach, compo-
sitions, and adhere to them. The
service must be modified, for the
younger generation without
destroying the biblical wealth. A
careful synthesis would perpetuate
it for all time.

It would be a tragedy if it was
discarded, he said.
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A big ‘yes’ for a Glenhazel CID

RITA LEWIS

AN UNEQUIVOCAL “YES” has been
given for the establishment of a
Glenhazel Community improvement
District (CID) of the Glenhazel
Community Security Initiative (GAP),
when more than 500 interested and con-
cerned residents attended a public meet-
ing.

Last week, on Thursday night, the
City of Johannesburg hosted the public
hearing for the CID application of the
GAP initiative.

The meeting was an opportunity for
residents living in the area to communi-
cate to the council how they felt, or did-
n’t feel, about the implementation of a
CID in the Greater Glenhazel area.

The big crowd packed the hall at Jabula
Recreation Centre in Sandringham, over-
flowing into the corridors and adjoining
entrance hall.

“I will stand in the passage for the
whole meeting, just to show my unmiti-
gating support for the initiative,” said one
of the residents who could not get a seat
and had to stand throughout the evening.

The meeting was chaired by Edwin
Mokgwatsana, the manager of pro-
grammes and strategy for the region,
who commented that he could see the
amount of support shown and looked for-
ward to submitting his report on the
GCSI CID application to the council as
soon as was possible.

He requested that the audience state
objections only, of which more than a few

were noted, mostly around the afford-
ability of the CID initiative which some
felt was a problem for them.

However, in answer to that and to pla-
cate some of the residents’ concerns,
Anne Steffny from Kagiso said that pro-
vision had been made in the Glenhazel
CID budget for people with special finan-
cial needs.

A standing ovation was then given to a
short vote of support for the CID by one
of the local residents.

After the meeting, Benjy Porter, chair-
man of operations at GAP said: “We
were very encouraged by the public sup-
port shown and we very much appreci-
ate the efforts of the public, who contin-
ue to ensure the success of the initia-
tive”.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

TEENS IN DC FOR LOBBYING LESSONS

WASHINGTON - Some 300 Jewish high school learners
are in Washington to learn to lobby.

The learners are participating in the first three-day
American Israel Public Affairs Committee High School
Summit, which included lessons in subjects ranging from
the Arab-Israeli conflict to public speaking to in-depth
lobbying classes with AIPAC representatives.

They met with their representatives on Capitol Hill to
discuss Iran, the upcoming peace conference in
Annapolis and keeping US arms sales to Saudi Arabia
from being used to attack America or its allies.

On Tuesday, senior AIPAC lobbyist David Gillette
spoke to the learners about the history of US involvement
in Jewish affairs.

"The stakes are incredibly high," Gillette said. "If the
United States does not stand with Israel, then no one
stands with Israel." (JTA)

Aliyah Expo pulls in the crowds

SHELLEY ELK

THE THIRD Aliyah Expo to be staged in
Johannesburg, was hosted last week by
the Israel Centre at Beyachad on
November 8 and 9, and attracted some 250
people.

Elias Imbram a diplomat who emigrat-
ed to Israel from Addis Ababa said it was
“good to see you all after 2 000 years”.

Zionism had many faces; in the ‘50s and
‘60s it was about working the land but
today Jews in the Diaspora helped people
in Israel, support Israel financially, visit
Israel, and in numerous other ways.

Ofer Dahan, director of the Israel
Centre, said he had only expected 100
maybe 120 people at the expo, not 250.
Forty people attended the first Aliya Expo
in March 2007 and 60 attended the expo in
late May 2007.

During the last year 151 people made
aliyah to Israel, which saw a 50 per cent
increase from the previous year.

The most difficult year of aliyah had
been the first year - “you have to find work,
place your children in school, find an
apartment and get settled, after that first
year ‘you have made it’,” said Dahan.

“As long as you look for work, you will
find work,” he emphasised. South Africans
were highly educated, and Telfed and the
New Aliyah Job Centre helped new olim
build their CVs.

“With a definite aliyah date, the job cen-
tres arrange interviews for the new olim at
several places.”

Dahan said the demand for English-
speaking people in Israel was huge; howev-
er, one should have to be able to speak
Hebrew as well.

Free first degrees were offered to new
South African olim up to the age of 27. A
second degree (an MA or MBA) was offered
for free to new olim up to the age of 30.

This year 900 South Africans went to
Israel on various programmes, such as
educational, and pilot tours.
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K244 Lyndhurst T/Hse 2bed, 1bath, - R4 000

K246 Kiliarney Apt 2bed. 1bath, 4th floor - R4 500

K250 Kiliarney Apt 1bed. 1bath, 4th floor - R4 500

K218 Glenahzel Cluster 3bed, 2bath, garden. mg - R15 000

K117 Glenahzel T/Hse 1bed, 1bath, furnished - R4 500
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The Jewish cnmmuni[ﬁ of Johannesburg celebrates its 120th
irthday this year

To mark this important occasion, the SA Jewish Board of
Deputies, in association with the Union of Jewish Women and
in partnership with the City of Johannesburg, has pleasure in
inviting you to view an exhibition on the pioneering years of
Jewish Johannesburg.
The exhibition will be on show at the beautiful and historic
Arcadia premises, formerly the home of the Jewish orphanage.

Date: Sunday 25 November, from 9am to | pm & from 2 pm
to 5pm
Venue: Villa Arcadia complex at Hollard, 22 Oxford Road,
Parktown Ridge
(Please note: Entrance is in Federation Road)

RSVP: Viewing is by appointment only.
Please phone Shirley on O1 1 645 2583/23
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ENRICHING TOMORROW
SHARING IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE

Join Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein and
Western Cape Premier Ebrahim Rasool
speaking on:

JEWS AND MUSLIMS
Faith, Community and Country

DATE: Thursday 29 November 2007

TIME: 7:30pmfor7:45pm

VENUE: The Gordon Institute of Business Science
25 Fricker Road, lllovo, Johannesburg

ENTRANCE: R30

RSVP: chief@uos.co.zaor Jodi 082 468 4590 (RSVP essential,

limited seating)

“Enriching Tomorrow, Sharing ldeas for the Future” is a public speaking
farum recently launched by the Office of the Chief Rabbi
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Park
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Back!

Draws held every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday
from 19 October to
30 November 2007.

Not open to Balfour Park Shopping Centre
Management, Tenants and staff members or their
immediate families. The Judges decision is final

and no correspandence will be entered into
Prizes may nat be exchanged for cash
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the information desk and
you could be the lucky
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Well-deserved accolade
for Gerald Leissner

STAFF REPORTER

GERALD LEISSNER’S success-
ful business model that encour-
aged ApexHi’s listed sharehold-
ers to sell their shares to new
(black economic empowerment)
BEE partners, ensuring they
too benefited from the transac-
tion, resulted in his being given
a special nomination in the
Drivers of Change Awards
sponsored by the Mail &
Guardian and Southern African
Trust.

The judges granted Leissner,
who is very active in Jewish
communal affairs, the award
for his contribution to poverty
and inequality alleviation in
southern Africa.

“It is the application of the
South African government’s
BEE policy that singles out his
contribution to poverty allevia-
tion. With his company, he used
a government policy to harness
the power of the market to pro-
duce significant social good,”
the citation said.

Leissner has been involved in a variety of
organisations and activities and has been
recognised by former President Nelson
Mandela for his outstanding leadership
and for being in the forefront of the fight
for human rights. He has been described as
one of the most significant Jewish philan-
thropists in South Africa.

Leissner has dedicated a large part of his
life to helping organisations that fight to
overcome poverty and inequality. These
include the Central Johannesburg
Partnership, the Inner City Housing
Upgrading Trust, Foundation 2000 and the
Yeshiva College.

But, it was his application of South
Africa’s BEE policy in his company,
ApexHi, that is really commendable.
Leissner shaped his business’s model by
using the BEE framework as its foundation
to assist in poverty alleviation projects. He
believes the model can be implemented by
many public companies and become a sig-
nificant tool for redistribution of wealth.

ApexHi was formed in 2001 as a loan
stock company at a value of R15 million
and with 15 properties to its name.
Leissner was the founding chief executive
and has steered the company to its status
as the second-largest listed South African
property company on the JSE, with about
235 properties to its name and an estimated
value of more than R6 billion.

As part of the BEE framework, ApexHi

was encouraged to make a minimum of 10
per cent of capital available to black share-
holders. Under Leissner’s guidance, how-
ever, the company implemented an innova-
tive BEE policy that not only ensured that
black shareholders could participate in the
spectacular growth of the company, but
also that capital and income could be trans-
ferred to groups that were involved in
poverty alleviation activities in South
Africa.

Leissner created a model that encour-
aged its listed shareholders to sell their
shares to new BEE partners, ensuring they
too benefited from the transaction. This
enabled the company to sell a large num-
ber of its units to BEE groupings.

While 50 per cent of the BEE allocation
went to a black commercial partner, the
balance, worth R75 million, was offered to a
broad-based empowerment trust.

“One of ApexHi’s key objectives in
selecting the BEE shareholders was to
ensure a significant proportion of the eco-
nomic benefits that flow from the transac-
tion would contribute to communities and
persons who historically have been, and
continue to be, the most disadvantaged
members of the South African economy.

“I believe many more companies should
be able to achieve the same results using
the same methods. We succeeded particu-
larly well because the markets did so well.
It was an innovative scheme which used
best practice and it is nice to get recogni-
tion,” Leissner said.

SEEING MONEY IN THE REBBE

NEW YORK - A woman is trying to sell the
late Bobover rebbe's eyeglasses for $350 000.

A November 5 posting on the online auc-
tion website eBay lists the glasses, "worn
daily for over two decades by the Grand
Rabbi Solomon Halberstam", for the hefty
sum. Shipping is listed at $125.

"Right now there are many people who
are interested, but no one has bid yet," said
Daniel Givotovsky, who said he posted the
glasses on behalf of a seller whose hus-
band was the rebbe's optometrist.

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

"This is the price the woman wants,"
Givotovsky said. "She's not crazy. She's per-
fectly normal. I know it's a pretty high
price, but who knows?"

Halberstam was born in Poland in the
early 20th century and saw nearly his
entire family wiped out by the Holocaust.
He re-established the Bobover dynasty in
the United States after the war. He died in
New York in 2000.

The Bobovers have tens of thousands of
adherents in Brooklyn and in Israel. (JTA)




16 - 23 November 2007

SA JEWISHREPORT 5

ORT, Bidvest honing maths skills among the young

STAFF REPORTER

ORT AND multi-billion rand conglomerate,
Bidvest have joined forced to address the
maths crisis in South Africa at a primary
school level.

Last week they unveiled an education
model in Alexandra Township next to
Sandton which involves making mathemat-
ics fun for foundation phase children. The
programme creates a solid foundation for
education in science and technology.

The initiative is a key element in Bidvest’s
socio-economic development strategy of
sustained support for disadvantaged com-
munities with special focus on education as
a means of providing the upliftment tools
that cultivate self-reliance and dignity with-
in previously marginalised groups.

Chief executive of Bidvest, Brian Joffe
said: “We plan to continue growing our
group and creating jobs, which means we
have a duty to contribute to the development
of the next generation of South Africans by
addressing capacity constraints in maths
tuition.

“The impact on career prospects can be
traced back to an early age - making it vital
that children start out with the best chance
of developing skills in maths, science and
technology. Bidvest is proud to provide sup-
port to ORT SA and plough something of
enduring value back into disadvantaged
communities - a better start for the children.
This intervention is a major development in
maths education for very young children. It
looks like play today, but tomorrow it will
add up to improved national competitive-
ness for South Africa,” he said.

Bidvest announced a four-year, multi-mil-
lion rand partnership with ORT earlier this

year. ORT plans to build on the internation-
al experience of World ORT which has a
proven track record in maths, science and
technology training in 100 countries around
the world and has benefited some three mil-
lion people.

ORT SA specialises in community-focused
educational and vocational training. The
scope of its work with Bidvest will impact
the foundation phase programmes in all 12
Alexandra primary schools.

ORT facilitators will work with educators
to improve the kids’ knowledge of maths,
science and technology, run training work-
shops and provide classroom-based support,
supply textbooks and learning materials
and ensure close cooperation with the
Gauteng Department of Education.

Support for learners begins with grade R

work at the beginning of grade One.

Key to the programme is the “Learning
maths through play” concept that helps
small children to grasp basic mathematical
principles in a format that encourages
parental involvement at home.

Michael Sieff, national director of ORT
SA, said: “The workshop is an early demon-
stration of the ORT difference. The ORT
approach is sustainable because it reaches
educators, children and parents and we have
an assured four-year presence in the class-
room thanks to Bidvest’s long-term support.

“The numeracy project reaches 160 educa-
tors who teach more than 7 000 children in
grades one, two and three. The aim is to
build the skills and confidence of teachers.

“For educators, the focus is on teaching
methodology and content; for the children

it’s on a confident grounding and fun. It is
still too early to assess effectiveness, but ini-
tial reactions are favourable, with a 98 per
cent positive response by teachers. At a later
stage, external testing and evaluation will
give an objective assessment of progress.”

For the first time in Alexandra schools, a
Singapore maths series, favoured by many
independent schools, has been introduced.
This book will be used in six of the schools.
The other six will rely on a South African
series that builds maths concepts in the
learner’s home language.

Another first for Alexandra schools is the
extensive use of video as a “coaching aid”
for teachers. ORT SA makes videos of the
teacher at work, enabling educators to
review and improve their teaching tech-
nique.

AROUND THE

WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

EXTREMISTS CALL FOR NEW PRAGUE
RALLY

PRAGUE - Neo-Nazis say they will hold
a revenge demonstration in Prague.

Czech right-wing extremists
announced that they will hold a
November 17 rally after police prevented
a neo-Nazi march from taking place in
Prague's Jewish quarter last Saturday in
keeping with a court ban.

The new demonstration is scheduled
for Palackeho Namesti square, the
Prague "Hyde Park", according to the
website of the Autonomous
Nationalists.

Participants are urged on the site to
arrive dressed in black, preferably with
wreaths, candles, flowers and black flags
in mourning for "freedom of speech."

The November 12 counter-demonstra-
tion, including thousands of non-Jewish
Czechs, which was at times violent,
marked the first time in recent memory
that residents of a former Eastern bloc
capital took to the streets in large num-
bers to demonstrate against anti-
Semitism. (JTA)

ISRAEL, PA TO FORM INDUSTRIAL
ZONE

ANKARA - Israel and the Palestinian
Authority have agreed to set up a new
joint industrial zone.

Israeli President Shimon Peres and
Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas signed an agreement
on Tuesday under which a joint indus-
trial zone will be created in Tarkumiya,
on the West Bank's boundary with the
Jewish state.

The signing ceremony in Ankara was
hosted by Turkish President Abdullah
Gul.

Peres has long championed economic
co-operation as the best way to bring
together Israelis and Palestinians. A
joint industrial zone in Erez, on the
Gaza-Israel boundary, became largely
defunct after Hamas Islamists came to
power in the Palestinian Authority last
year. (JTA)
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SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

and recharge
your batteries

STORY BY RITA LEWIS
PHOTOGRAPHS LAUREEN SHALPID

AS PART of their fundraising activities, Yad Aharon
recently took 44 women for a day-away at
Mangwanani an African day spa near the Hennops
River, about an hour’s drive from Johannesburg,
where they experienced a day of blissful pampering.

On their arrival, they were welcomed by the
Mangwanani staff who beat their drums to the rich
pulse of what has become a sign of traditional
African hospitality.

After a light breakfast, international speaker, Dr
Linda Friedland, an expert in women’s healthcare,
addressed the gathering. She started her talk with the
subject of mantras of the modern day women - among
which are “Life’s so hectic” and “I just have no time”.

She said women were suffering from what she
called the TATTS syndrome, “Tired all the time”.

“Many women go to bed tired, have a good night’s
sleep yet still wake up exhausted. They feel exasper-
ated by the responsibilities of husband, kids, home -
and often, work as well,” she said.

The key to getting back on track was to strive for
balance. Just as a heartbeat has a rhythm of its own
and needs to pause for a moment in order for it to
pump blood around the body effectively, so too must
the modern women pause a while and take time out
for herself in order to recharge her batteries. Only
then can she feel regenerated and be able to give
something of herself back to her family, work and
community.

In order to help women achieve these goals,
Friedland shared her “Six E” theory with those pres-
ent.

1. Empower - take charge of your own life, percep-
tions, body, time and health.

2. Embrace - learn to nurture yourself.

3. Eat - choose the correct foods.

4. Exercise - maintain a regular exercise programme.

5. Energise - overcome fatigue and stress.

6. Enrich - challenge and grow your spiritual muscles.

She said it was also important to manage and allevi-
ate the Jewish guilt that so many mothers suffer
from.

She reinforced the fact that by being part of the
day’s event, they were not only caring for and nurtur-
ing themselves, but each one of them, by their very
presence, was also feeding four families who were less
fortunate than themselves.

After the talk, the women donned the towelling
gowns and slippers provided by Mangwanani and
were treated to a full body massage, a relaxing reflex-
ology session and a time-out recharge in the jacuzzi.

A health lunch followed.

After all the luxury, the women were naturally in
no hurry to return home. Alas, everything must come
to an end but as a permanent memento of the day, on
the return journey the women each received an
autographed book titled Self by Dr Friedland as well
as a hamper of products sponsored by various compa-
nies.

A return trip to Mangwanani will be organised by
Yad Aharon early next year. This will be another
much needed - and enjoyable - fundraiser for a most
worthy cause, to feed and nurture the hungry.

Cindy Polokow, Nicci Aarons, Suzie Bartkunsky and her moth-
er Marilyn Blumenthal and Debbie Cloud.

Laureen Shalpid with Lesley Sacks, guest speaker, Linda Friedland
and Loren Goldstein.

A i

A staff member with Laureen Shalpid and Sonia Margolias. Some of the group relaxing after their treatments.
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,
lionel slier@absamail.co.za

THE COMMERCIAL TRAV-
ELLERS - MIDDELBURG

From Joe Lazarus (now of Cape
Town)

“My late Dad, Charlie, worked
for the Elephant Trading
Company, Johannesburg, for over
30 years. He drove a large covered
van with many ‘skips’, visiting
clients and unpacking them was a
major operation.

“I was enrolled in a boarding
school in Middelburg (Transvaal).
My Dad came my way every fourth
or fifth week. He stayed at the
Imperial Hotel where he leased
some rooms to show clients his
wares. The hotel had a tiny confec-
tionery shop and my Dad used to
deposit 2/6d (25 cents) for me to
buy licorice pipes, suckers and
penny Nestle chocolates.

“Being a boarder I was occasion-
ally invited for meals, mostly at
Yomtovim. One Pesach I was invit-
ed to the Seder. The Brozin family,
were ‘rich’ and owned a furniture
store. Matilda Brozin, who took a
shine to me, asked very loudly:
‘Joe, do you want some wine?’. My
naive reply was ‘Yes please’. She
retorted, ‘Kush mer in tochus arin,
ha, ha, ha!’. The guests all laughed.
Matilda must have been the grand-
mother of the Brozins of Nando’s
Chicken fame.

“My Dad’s life as a country trav-
eller was not pleasant. On school
vacations I would go with him. Not
a time to remember. How hard it
was to make a living in those days.
He was away early every Monday
morning, sometimes on Sunday if
the journey was to the far north or
east. Then home again on Friday
evening. It was a nomadic life,
earning a pittance.

“He retired eventually at the age
of 65. His company presented him
with a gold watch, inscribed with
the usual jargon. I inherited the
watch; it was cheap, a very cheap
gold watch which now does not
tick.”

PORT ELIZABETH

From Rollo Berman: Humewood
Beach Memoirs.

“Humewood Beach used to be

jam-packed with holidaymakers
from Johannesburg and sur-
rounding areas during the end of
the year season. The Jewish sec-
tion of the beach was on the left-
hand side of a cement strip run-
ning down the sand.

“On the beach one could not
help seeing the muscular ‘manne’
with their great builds. They were
Leon Morris, Gert Hamburger,
‘Spider’ Isaacson and Morris
Jacobson. These guys were
known as ‘The Magnificent Four’.

“It was a whole procedure
before these guys settled into
their deck chairs; firstly the
chairs were laid on the sand, then
they slowly pulled off their shirts,
flexing every muscle and looking
to see if the girls were watching
this ‘spectacle’. They then sank
into the chairs and poured copi-
ous amounts of olive oil from a
bottle and massaged it into their
bodies to catch a dark tan.

“The guy with the most devel-
oped torso was Jacobson. He won
the Mr. Junior South Africa body-
building title on numerous occa-
sions. Before coming down to the
beach, he would have long work-
outs at Bennie Ossher’s gym in
Thompson Street in the CBD.

“He would say to me: ‘Let’s go
over to the Palm Grove Café,’
where he would devour a two litre
carton of milk. Charles Atlas (the
comic strip bodybuilder) and
Tromp van Diggelen (Cape Town
weight-lifter) had nothing on this
guy.

“Another game on the beach
was bok-bok. About seven strong
guys would crouch down in a line,
rugby forwards-style and seven
from the other team would run
and leap onto their backs. The
youngster who could jump the
furthest was Anthony Blackman,
many a time gymnastic champion
at Grey High School.

“It seemed that the whole beach
crowd would look down at the
antics from the prom.”

To be continued.
HEILBRON
From Howard Wolff:

“The letters from old residents
has evoked memories, long dor-
mant.

“My father, Max, settled in
Heilbron in 1943 from Johan-
nesburg and bought Lomax
Chemists in Church Street,
housed in what was even then an
old double-storey building, with

the pharmacy downstairs. We
lived upstairs and had, what was
then, the ‘long-drop - toilets’ out-
side in the back yard.

“Until his death in 1961 my
father practised as both a phar-
macist and an optician. In 1958 1
came to live in Johannesburg and
I am now in Cape Town.

“Behind the pharmacy was a
big open area with stables and
here the farmers used to come on
Saturday mornings to leave their
horses and carts and then do their
shopping. They would also see
one of the Jewish doctors, Dr
Papert who had rooms nearby. We
also had a Dr Garber practising
here.

“Facing Church Street, on the
left, adjacent to the pharmacy was
a small haberdashery owned by
Jack Mervis. On the right was a
Jewish-owned bookshop and at
the back of the shop was the local
barber. Lower down on the corner
of Longmarket Street was quite a
large retail clothing store owned
by the Greenmans. Further up on
the main street was Maurice
Balkind who had a store.

“Across the road was a café
owned by Mr Galatis, whose son
today is a practising gynaecolo-
gist in Johannesburg. Oh, how I
envied Tommy Galatis with his
unlimited access to all the sweets!
I believe that Mr Galatis owned
the bioscope which was in the City
Hall and I distinctly remember
that when there was a Tarzan
movie the house was full with
practically every farmer in the
vicinity coming in to see the show.

“Next to him was Mr Sallis who
had a general store. The bakery
was also Jewish owned. Jack
Misnun had the mill and two
Jewish brothers owned a clothing
shop at the top of Church Street.
Their names escape me.

“Rabbi Kaplan was our rabbi
and he trained me for my barmitz-
vah. I cannot actually remember
any other Dbarmitzvahs in
Heilbron as most of the boys were
sent to Bloemfontein and other
places for schooling. I was one of
the few Jewish boys who did his
schooling in Heilbron, in
Afrikaans.

“Others will remember the aus-
picious occasions when Boswell’s
Circus came to town. What excite-
ment!”

CONNECTING PEOPLE
From Ziv D Stadler (Israel):

“Shalom. I am travelling to

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

HAMAS SAYS SHALIT TALKS RESTART

KUWAIT CITY - Hamas

Strip.

Hamas official Sami Abu Zuhri said in an inter-
view published on Tuesday that Egyptian media-
tors who quit Gaza during interfactional fighting
there in June have returned, allowing for a
resumption of negotiations with Israel about Sgt.

Gilad Shalit.

Shalit was abducted to Gaza in a June 2006

has
the resumption of indirect negotiations with
Israel on the return of a soldier held in the Gaza

announced

posed swap.

report. (JTA)

cross-border raid led by Hamas. The dominant
Palestinian Islamist group has demanded that
Israel free hundreds of security prisoners in
exchange for Shalit, but the Olmert government
has long baulked at the asymmetry of the pro-

Speaking to Kuwait's Al-Jarida newspaper, Abu
Zuhri said Israel has submitted new proposals for
an exchange but did not provide details. Israeli
officials had no immediate comment on the

Cape Town in December and my
Dad told me that we have some
relations in South Africa. A dis-
tant cousin of my father, called
Jacob Zeltzer, emigrated from
Israel in the sixties (or so my
father thinks).

“All my father remembers is
that he had a job in the Jewish
community (I am not sure what
town), maybe even as a rabbi and
that he sent his two daughters to
find ‘chatans’ back in Israel.

“Mr Jacob Zeltzer’s family was
from the areas of Bnei Brak and

Petah-Tikvah and he is related to
my father (Dov Stadler) on his
father’s side.

“It would be great if anyone
could help me find this man or
his family or put me on the right
path by suggesting with whom I
can check this. Many thanks. E-
mail: ziv@ziviki.com”

*Community Buzz has received
several phone calls from people
wishing to contact David
Shapiro. His e-mail address is
david@sacap.co.za

BUSINESS ADVISORY SERVICES CC
CK1985/000039/23
Specialist Sectional Title Administrators
Member: J.I. Gatz FCIS FCIBM Professional Accountant (SA) EAB
1117 Picbel Parkade, Strand Street, Cape Town 8001
P.O. Box 23103, Claremont 7735
or visit our website at www.biz-online.co.za

SECTIONAL TITLE ADMINISTRATION
Sectional Titles Act of 1986 as amended
SEMINAR / WORKSHOP - THE RATES PERIL & THE
IMPACTS FACING BODIES CORPORATE & ALL SECTIONAL
TITLE OWNERS IN 2008
The Property Rates Act No.6 of 2004 as it affects Sectional Title Owners

Commencing Date :
Weekly

Time:

Duration:

Monday 19 & Tuesday 20 November
November 2007 through January 2008
9.00 a.m. — 1.00p.m. two mornings

Two Sessions - Monday and Tuesday or

Wednesday and Thursday

Venues:

Cape Town, Camps Bay, Newlands,

Pinelands, Fish Hoek

Cost:

R400,00 per morning session, payable in

advance

Bookings:

In advance as numbers are strictly limited

per Session.

Enquiries:
Telephone:
Cell:

or email

Bruce Mackenzie
021418 0245/6
084 3060 451
jgast@iafrica.com

“Fresh thinking that creates value” - (Richard Lyons)

The

» Friendship
-

The FRIENDSHIP FORUM for Holocaust survivors,

second generation survivors and members of the

community who were affected by the Holocaust
invites you to its YEAR-END function

SUNDAY 25th NOVEMBER 2007
OUR PARENTS HOME (AUDITORIUM)
CNR SPRING & HIGH ROADS, GARDENS
14H30

THIS WILL BE AN AFTERNOON OF
ENTERTAINMENT WITH A DIFFERENCE

FORENSIC MAGIC
WITH DR RYAN BLUMENTHAL

As always, tea and refreshments will follow
For more information about the Friendship Forum, please contact
Sandra on 011 532-9721 or e-mail sgoldberg@jhbchev.co.za

The Friendship Forum is a project of Jewish Community Services
a Division of the Johannesburg Jewish Helping Hand

25

BLUESPEC

EEEEA T S L,

Enough Said.

Many agencies have a lot to say about what they can do for your brand. At Insignia, our clients speak for us,

{d11) 728

0&40 The Qpean Group

dd The Avenue. Morwood

www. insigniobronding.co.zo
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BRAND ARCHITECTS

jason@insigniabranding.co.za
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New Johannesburg Holocaust
Centre to open its doors soon

The success of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre is soon to be followed by the
establishment of a new centre in Johannesburg, which will likewise pursue a
vigorous educational agenda for all South Africans.

LIONEL SLIER

IT HAS long been a cause of
regret and even reproach to
the Johannesburg Jewish
community that Cape Town
had a wonderful Holocaust
Centre but that there was none
here in the city with the
largest Jewish population in
the country. But that is about
to change.

The catalyst for this is the
decision by the Department of
Education to introduce a course in
Holocaust studies as part of the history
curriculum for grades 9 and 11.

It is a fact, however, that many of the
educators have very little knowledge or
understanding of the subject and to offset
this, the new Johannesburg Centre, draw-
ing on Cape Town’s experience, materials
and resources developed for a South
African context, will provide programmes
for educators, not only in Gauteng, but
also the North West Province,
Mpumalanga, Limpopo and possibly even
the Free State.

A home for the Johannesburg centre
has already been purchased in the suburb
of Raedene.

The South African Holocaust
Foundation would now incorporate the

Tali Nates

Cape Town Holocaust Centre and
the Johannesburg Holocaust
Centre, David Susman, chairman
of the board of trustees, said.

“The Cape Town Holocaust
Centre has successfully fulfilled
its mission of teaching about the
consequences of unchecked big-
otry and discrimination and pre-
serving the memory of the six
million Jews Kkilled in the
Holocaust,” he said.

Wendy Kahn, national director
of the SA Jewish Board of
Deputies, said the Board was very proud
and excited by the opportunity - and also
the challenge - that the new centre in
Johannesburg provided.

“It is important for the Jewish commu-
nity to supply and support teachers
charged with bringing Holocaust history
to people and especially to children who
have little or no knowledge of the subject
and the virtual destruction of European
Jewry.

“It is particularly important to see that
the Holocaust was not taught in an incor-
rect way by people without a strong
knowledge of what happened. The Board
realised that there was now an urgency to
equip these teachers with this knowledge.

“We will use the methodology, tools and
exhibits plus the learning strategy

Prof Jocelyn Hellig, Tali Nates (director), Wendy Kahn and Gerald Leissner.
Inset on left: Professor Michael Katz (chairman).

Right insets: Sean Melnick and Myra Osrin.

devised by Cape Town and adapt it for the
particular conditions of the provinces for
which we will be responsible.”

Tali Nates will be the director of the
new Johannesburg centre. Nates was born
in Israel and the Holocaust has always
been part of her reality. Her father and an
uncle were saved by Oskar Schindler and
the rest of her family perished. She has
lived in South Africa for the past 22 years
and has spent most of those years working
in the fields of Holocaust education, rec-
onciliation, genocide prevention and
human rights.

She has also conducted work in Israel,
Rwanda, Canada, Poland and the United
States.

Nates has led South African and inter-
national delegations to “The March of the
Living” in Poland. In 2007 she helped
establish the Friendship Forum in
Johannesburg for all members of the com-
munity who were, in any way, affected by
the Holocaust, directly or indirectly.

Nates, who will also lead the education
team, said: “It is a matter or urgency that
we start early in the new year. I am calling
for volunteers from the community to
assist. Details of how they can commit
themselves and become involved will
appear in the Jewish Report soon.”

The committee of the Johannesburg
Centre is Prof Michael Katz (chairman),
Gerald Leissner, Sean Melnick, Myra
Osrin, Dr Jocelyn Hellig and Wendy Kahn.

Nates also emphasised that the
Johannesburg Centre will have a research
and educational facility in which informa-
tion and materials will be resourced and
distributed.

“A memorial garden is (also) planned
for reflection, contemplation and insight.
It will be there to enable us all to build a
better future for humanity.”

Nates said: “Over ninety percent of vis-
itors and participants in the educational
programmes at the Cape Town Holocaust
Centre over the last eight years since its
inception have come from the broad spec-
trum of the South African public. In the
same way the Johannesburg centre will be
a resource for all South Africans .”

A Holocaust Resource Centre is also
being established in Durban and will be
opened in early 2008.

History in
Garden Route

DAVID ABEL

HISTORY WAS made in the Southern Cape
when the Jewish communities of
Oudtshoorn, George, Mossel Bay,
Sedgefield, Knysna and Plettenberg Bay -
during a community outing to Uniondale on
Sunday November 4 - decided to write to the
SAJBD, requesting guidance in forming the
Garden Route Jewish Association (GRJA).

Some 80 to 100 participants gathered in
Uniondale for a bring-and-braai outing dur-
ing which they paid their respects (Mendy
Weiner of Plettenberg Bay reciting
Kaddish) at the Jewish cemetery, and visit-
ed the remarkable shul with its painted ceil-
ing and colourful built-in cement ark in
mint condition.

In the shul itself, former members of the
Uniondale Jewish community - Joan Miller
and Tanner Harris as well as Keith Jacobs
who attended school in Uniondale - related
the history of the community and the many
stories of interest.

Howard Ross (formerly of Pretoria) an
attorney now practising in Knysna, formal-
ly proposed the formation of the GRJA and
after an enthusiastic response from those
present, it was decided to contact the
SAJBD for guidance.

Ross stressed that, unlike other areas in
the country, the Southern Cape was a
growth point, with the combined Jewish
communities totalling well over 450 souls -
making it the fourth largest in South Africa
after Johannesburg, Cape Town and
Durban. Praise was showered on Myron
Rabinowitz, president of the George
Hebrew Congregation, who organised the
occasion as well as previous combined com-
munity functions held in George,
Oudtshoorn and Knysna.

Support and encouragement for the for-
mation of the GRJA has come from Gordon
Buchalter and Neil Lurie of Knysna,
Clifford Miller, Larry Marcus and Geoff
Wilck of Oudtshoorn, David Abel and Louis
Serfontein of George as well as Barry
Varkel and Erez Shaked of Plettenberg Bay.

In humorous vein, the Jewish cemetery is
situated in what is today the heart of the
Coloured township of Lyonsville. After see-
ing our convoy of 29 vehicles making its
way to the cemetery, the people of Lyons-
ville told Myron Rabinowitz that “history
was being made as they had never before
seen a funeral without a hearse and coffin”.

Myron commented: “I wonder if this will
one day become an urban legend like the
story of the ‘spook van Uniondale’.” He
added, tongue in cheek: “The Gordon Route
Association could be named after Gordon
Buchalter as the person who actually got
the ball rolling.”

KLEINE DR

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

KEN

KLEINE

DRAKEN

" - =1

SAUVIGHNON BLANC

Established in 1983 by the Cape Gate Group, Zandwifk Wines has perfected the
process of producing wines under super strict Kosher and Kosher le Pesach laws.

Situated on the cool slopes of Paarl Mountain with prime terroir, Zandwijk Wines
produces wines under the much sought after Kleine Draken brand name.

ZANDWIJK WINES (Pty) Ltd

Tel: (021) 863-2368 -
Email: zandwijk@capegate.co.za -

Fax: (021) 863-1884
Website: www.kosherwines.co.za
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ISRAEL BRACES FOR NUCLEAR-ARMED
IRAN

JERUSALEM - Despite repeated public
warnings that it will not allow Iran to
develop nuclear weapons, the Olmert gov-
ernment has recently instructed Israeli
authorities to prepare for the eventuality
of the Jewish state's archenemy attaining
the bomb, political sources said on
Tuesday.

The preparations include proposals for
revamping Israel's civil defence system
and for countering any new emigration
trends or drops in tourism caused by fear
of an Iranian nuclear attack.

Jerusalem officials said only that Israel
was preparing itself for a range of possible
future threats.

According to Israel's military intelli-
gence, Iran could have a nuclear bomb by
2009. But Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
played down that prediction during a
Knesset appearance on Monday. He also
voiced confidence that US-led diplomatic
pressure on Tehran will curb the Iranian
nuclear programme. (JTA)
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Cape Law Society
honours Mervyn Smith

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

LEADING CAPE Town com-
munal personality Mervyn
Smith has been honoured with
a “Lifetime Contribution to the
Profession” award by the Cape
Law Society at a ceremony
held here.

Smith was admitted as an
attorney in 1959 and is the sen-
ior partner at Minde, Schapiro
and Smith, where he has prac-
tised throughout his career.

Smith was president of the
Association of Law Societies of
South Africa during 1992 - 1993
and in that capacity has twice
represented the Association at
conferences of the
International Bar Association.
He was president of the Law
Society of the Cape of Good

Mervyn Smith
receives a“Lifetime
Contribution to the
Profession” award
from the Cape Law
Society.
(PHOTOGRAPH: NALINI
GANGEN)

He has chaired major commit-
tees of both councils and is at
present chairman of the ethics
committee of the Law Society of
the Cape of Good Hope, a position
he has held for approximately 10
years.

In addition, he has served on
the committee of the Tygerberg
Attorneys’ Association - including
several terms as chairman - for at
least 35 years and is today its hon-
orary life president.

The idea behind the award,
which was introduced in 2003, is
“to enable the profession to recog-
nise the achievements of its mem-
bers and to validate the achieve-
ments of practitioners through
recognition of those achieve-
ments by their peers,” according
to Nalini Gangen, director of the
Cape Law Society.

Previous recipients have includ-

Hope from 1986 - 1988 and served as a mem-
ber of that council for 22 years.

ed the late Minister of Justice Dullah Omar,
Daryl Burman and Jack Segall.

JEWISH LAWYERS PUSH FOR HUMANE EXECUTIONS

WASHINGTON - A group of Jewish lawyers is pressing the US
Supreme Court to ensure that the death penalty is humane.

The American Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists
hopes that the humane principles of Jewish law will help sway
the high court as it considers a case regarding the humanity of
killing prisoners by lethal injection.

The Washington-based group on Tuesday filed an amicus
brief with the court in the case of Ralph Baze and Thomas C
Bowling v Jonathan D Rees, which questions whether death by
lethal injection, as currently administered in Kentucky, is in
violation of the Eighth Amendment right to protection from
"cruel and unusual punishment". (JTA)

AROUND
THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

Israel United Appeal United Communal Fund

NMRALANICE

IUA / UCF Gauteng Executive Director

The Gauteng IUA-UCF is looking for an Executive Director to take overall
responsibility for the day to day running of the organisation.
The successful candidate will be a motivated self starter with a proven
track record of organisation management and growth.

The IUA (Israel United Appeal) collects money for the Jewish Agency for
Israel and the UCF (United Communal Fund) collects money for the local
Jewish community.

The responsibilities for this high profile position include fundraising, people
management and administration.

The successful candidate will have:

+ Strong communication and presentation experience;

* Good administrative and interpersonal skills;

+ A good network of contacts in the Jewish community;

+ The ability to develop new and imaginative fundraising activities; and
+ The ability to develop marketing and PR programs to promote the
organisation and its beneficiaries.

Interested parties should please email their application together with
a cv to IUA-UCF@hotmail.com
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

From tragedy into
teaching for peace

VISIT THE capital or other large city in almost
any country and you will find monuments and
memorials to dramatic events in the history of
that country or groups within it: monuments to
heroic struggles and victories over enemies from
within and without; memorials to people - soldiers
and others - who fought and died for causes and
ideals.

Paris has its Arc de Triomphe; Pretoria has its
Voortrekkermonument; Washington has its
Vietnam memorial to the 58 000 American soldiers
who died in that war in Indochina.

For Jews, the event that has provoked the cre-
ation of thousands of memorials worldwide in all
the places they live is the Holocaust - the murder
of six million Jews and attempted murder of mil-
lions of others by the Nazis. Almost every reason-
ably-sized Jewish community has a Holocaust
memorial.

In Johannesburg, the memorial at West Park
Cemetery consisting of six shofars soaring to the
sky designed by Herman Wald, is a familiar sight
to South African Jews. Jerusalem, the capital of
the Jewish state, hosts Yad Vashem, the most com-
prehensive and multi-faceted of all such memori-
als.

The huge Holocaust Museum in Washington
DC, located not far from the Vietham memorial,
has been visited by millions of people of all hues,
religions and cultures.

An important aspect of these memorials to
Jewish history - which is often not the case with
those of other peoples - is that as a whole they
have, in the six decades since the Holocaust,
become “universalised”.

Many of them have developed from simply com-
memorating the Killing of Jews into a network of
major educational centres for the world at large,
promoting acceptance and goodwill between
diverse people and working towards a better, more
peaceful condition for humanity.

Since the Cape Town Holocaust Centre was
established eight years ago, it has logged up an
admirable record of providing the broader South
African society with important educational pro-
grammes. It was also instrumental in getting the
Department of Education to incorporate
Holocaust studies into the history curriculum for
grades 9 and 11.

Now a Holocaust Centre is to be established in
Johannesburg (see story on page 8) along the
same lines as the Cape Town one, both of which
will fall under the umbrella of the South African
Holocaust Foundation. There are also plans to
establish a centre in Durban in the future.

Holocaust centres are platforms for teaching
peace, tolerance and brotherhood to all peoples,
not just Jews. South Africa, with its history of
racial oppression - and its still prevalent state of
racial thinking - can benefit from the lessons ema-
nating from the centres’ programmes. The intro-
duction of Holocaust studies into South African
schools is not intended to force learners to focus
on Jewish suffering, but to universalise the les-
sons of the Holocaust for all peoples, and prevent
another genocide occurring anywhere.

This world needs these values badly today. The
Rwandan genocide seems only yesterday, and
Iran’s threats to eliminate Israel hang ominously
in the international air. Global terrorism threat-
ens all people and its weapons increase in capaci-
ty every year.

Moreover, every instance of systematic oppres-
sion in human history has been followed, at some
point, by malicious revisionist attempts to deny or
minimise it. Denial of the Holocaust is already a
well-known phenomenon, as has been denial of
the Armenian genocide. It is likely that in this
country, there will come a time when revisionists
attempt to minimise apartheid. The Holocaust
Centre could be an active antidote to this process.

The director of the Johannesburg centre will be
Tali Nates, whose father and uncle were saved by
Oskar Schindler, while the rest of her family per-
ished. She has long been active in the fields of
Holocaust education, reconciliation, genocide pre-
vention and human rights for all people.

If the new Johannesburg Holocaust Centre and
the South African Holocaust Foundation can
become integrated into the education towards
peace and reconciliation among all South African
children and serve as a teaching tool for their eld-
ers, it will be an asset South African Jews will be
proud of having created for this country.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Alas, beware the enemy in our midst

LAST MONTH, Jews around the world
gathered once more to remember Yitzhak
Rabin, mourning the tragic end of a coura-
geous Israeli leader whose efforts to
achieve peace with his country’s neigh-
bours led to his being struck down by one
of his own people.

Rabin’s assassination brought the
Jewish world face to face with the reality of
rightwing religious extremism within its
ranks and was shaken to its foundations.

The backlash against the religious right
was further intensified by attitude of the
assassin, Yigal Amir, who consistently
responded to the nation’s grief and out-
rage with a self-satisfied smirk.

Amir’s action had already been preceded
by another extreme manifestation of this
kind of Jewish radicalism. Baruch
Goldstein’s murderous rampage in a
Hebron mosque the previous year, when 29
unarmed worshippers were Kkilled, was
every bit as shocking. Just what was hap-
pening to the Jewish people and the Zionist
ideal?

Since the assassination, the threat from
the religious right has largely subsided.
One proof of this was how little violence
accompanied the controversial withdrawal
from Gaza and parts of the West Bank,
despite prior fears and doomsday predica-
tions. Even the level of rhetoric has
dropped off.

Barak, Sharon and Olmert have all con-
tinued on the path blazed by Rabin, with-
out being continually demonised as trai-
tors and enemies of the Jewish people - at
least not to the same degree.

The Jewish outlook today is a predomi-
nantly secular one, informed by the liberal
democratic values that underpin the
Western English-speaking world. This
explains why there is so strong a backlash
against anything smacking of religious
fundamentalism, something apparently
regarded as the ultimate bogyman.

The problem about this is that, just as
Jews were for too long obsessed with a pos-
sible re-emergence of Nazi-style anti-
Semitism to the extent that they were
blinded to the emergence of Jew hatred
emanating from other quarters, so it has
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been insufficiently recognised that the
threat to Israel today comes not from
ultra-rightwing Jews but from the Jewish
extreme left.

That there exist highly vocal Israeli aca-
demics, civil rights lobbyists and journal-
ists who hold radical anti-Zionist views
and have no compunction in expressing
them in even the most virulently anti-
Israel forums, has its positive side. It is,
after all, proof of the vibrant democratic
culture that Israelis have fostered.

The price being paid, however, is a high
one - perhaps too high. Increasingly,
Jewish-born anti-Zionists - both within
Israel and, as we are well aware, without -
are joining with Israel’s most uncompro-
mising enemies in promoting an intensi-
fying smear campaign against the Jewish
state. Being “of Jewish descent”, their
views are accorded a greater degree of
credibility than those emanating from
other sources.

One cannot over-estimate how demoral-
ising it is for Diaspora Jews to listen to
someone with an Israeli accent denounc-
ing his country in terms every bit as rem-
iniscent of the average Arab newspaper.
Many will still remember the Uri Davis
roadshow of 2001, when the local media
gave red carpet treatment to an Israeli-
born radical who was brought to South
Africa under the auspices of the Hamas-
supporting Media Review Network.

The visit did much to prepare the
ground for the anti-Israel and anti-
Semitic hate fest of the World Conference
Against Racism in Durban.

UN Watch Director Hillel Neuer, point-
ed out during his recent visit that the
ostensible concern for Palestinian welfare
shown by anti-Israel agitators, is little
more than a smokescreen for their cam-

paign to demonise Israel. In reality, they
care little, if at all, for Palestinian rights
and wish only to exploit the latter’s
wretched situation for propaganda purpos-
es.

What would the mainstream Jewish
reaction be if, theoretically, the position of
the Israelis and the Palestinians were to be
switched? In other words, what if it were
the Israelis who were responding to peace
overtures and territorial withdrawals with
indiscriminate terrorist violence, oppress-
ing their own people with corrupt and
authoritarian governments, indoctrinating
themselves with lies and racial hatred and
totally committing themselves not to living
peacefully with the neighbouring
Palestinian state but to destroying it?

I believe that most Jews outside Israel
would react with shame and disgust, and
would have little sympathy when their co-
religionists came bleating to them about
the hardships they were experiencing at
Palestinian checkpoints.

“If you are incapable of behaving in a
rational and humane manner, don’t look to
us to pull your chips out of the fire”, is like-
ly to be the response.

The repeated failure of the Israel-bash-
ing left to hold the Palestinians account-
able for their actions, seems to confirm
that prejudice and not compassion is what
motivates them. Obviously, not all leftwing
Jews, even those strongly critical of Israel,
fall into this category, but somewhere it
comes to a point when a line is crossed.
Jews who join in iniquitous boycott cam-
paigns against Israel, for example, have
certainly placed themselves in an altogeth-
er different category.

Anti-Israel boycotts are no more than an
attempt to bring about the state’s destruc-
tion by diplomatic means, the military
option having failed.

I have long puzzled over what compels
certain Jews to turn so savagely against
their own people, without coming to any
satisfactory conclusion.

What I am adamant about, however, is
that unless they come to show genuine con-
trition for their disloyal actions, they do
not deserve our forgiveness.

Survivors who dared to resist

JEANETTE FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK

IN “DARING to Resist: Jewish Defiance
in the Holocaust”, the catalogue that
accompanies the exhibit of the same
name, the director of the Museum of
Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial to
the Holocaust here puts into print the
question on everyone’s lips when the sur-
vivors were liberated.

“Context is everything,” David
Marwell writes. “In trying to understand
the study of Jewish resistance during the
Holocaust, this dictum becomes especial-
ly critical. If the reader has any doubts,
he or she needs only think about the oft-
repeated question: ‘Why did the Jews go
like sheep to the slaughter?’”

Even now, 69 years after Kristallnacht
and the beginning of the Holocaust, sur-
vivors are still putting to rest the accusa-
tions that they went like sheep to their
fates. Some children, prompted by the
attitudes of non-survivors in their milieu,
even asked their survivor parents that
question.

As Tom Segev’s Seventh Million made
clear years ago, to those without context
Holocaust survivors are dismissed as
bars of soap, “sabon”. Worse, many
American Jews snidely wondered about
the survivors, and some still do. “What
did they do in order to survive?”

In the catalogue’s final essay, psycholo-
gist Eva Fogelman notes that everyone
blames the victim. It goes way back to
Job: “Whoever perished, being inno-
cent?” But Job’s friends didn’t under-
stand him, and those who don’t under-
stand the variations of Jewish defiance in
the Holocaust simply don’t get it. To
remain human, to maintain a shred of
dignity in the midst of torturous may-
hem, was to defy everything for which the

Nazis stood.

The definition of resistance wasn’t
helped by scholars and pundits who
counted only armed resistance and meas-
ured success by counting the number of
dead Germans Kkilled by Jews.

Earlier this month, to honour the
achievements of the distinguished
Holocaust scholar Israel Gutman, four
stellar academics - Yehuda Bauer, Judy
Baumel-Schwartz, Robert Shapiro and
David Engel - stood before an audience of
about 200 and put Jewish resistance in the
Holocaust into context.

Bauer was especially passionate.
Amazingly, it was an Israeli who under-
stood that what survivors and the Second
Generation years ago called “spiritual
resistance” was as important as armed
resistance - and often much harder to
maintain. The scholars broke it down to
talk about women resisters, and religious,
political and cultural resistance.

Bauer insisted that these stories of defi-
ance be told and taught, otherwise future
generations wouldn’t know how to resist
those who try to dehumanise them and
those who manipulate them politically.

He is right. More interesting is that
those who grew up in survivor communi-
ties were surrounded by heroes who did-
n’t look or act like heroes at home. Some
were short and dumpy, some could never
master English or modern Hebrew, and
few would talk about their experiences.
But walk through the exhibit and you may
find your neighbours on the walls and in
videos, or in the catalogue.

You realise that you know other heroes
who deserve to be up on those walls and in
those pages, but there just isn’t enough
room. They did everything from observ-
ing Judaism, blowing up ammunition
trains, producing Yiddish theatre and con-
certs, and surviving under impossible cir-

cumstances.

When the museum first opened, the
curator at the time, Yitzchak Mais, gave
me, the daughter of survivors, a preview.

“Do you know about spiritual resist-
ance?” I asked.

“Yes,” he replied.

I described a tiny piece of cardboard
with Hebrew letters shown to me by a sur-
vivor in the Borough Park section of
Brooklyn years before. The survivor had
used it in hiding to teach her little brother
the Hebrew alphabet.

“It’s in the showcase on the second
floor,” Mais said.

That piece of cardboard is a solid
reminder of how tough the survivors still
must be. It’s 62 years since the war ended
and they still have to defy the powers that
be to maintain their dignity as they face
disease and death.

Unfortunately, those who owe the sur-
vivors the most are those who stole from
them, treated them with contempt and
appropriated their stories. But the sur-
vivors never give up. Those who came from
“there”, have lots to teach us. They are role
models of whom we should be proud. They
are not statistics that drain the economy.
They are not sabon.

The Jews made their voices heard long
ago, in hiding, in the camps, ghettos and
forests. They made their voices heard
when deniers began crawling out of the
woodwork in the 1970s, and they make
their voices heard now in their declining
years. They demand we remember. They
demand the right to medical care, food and
shelter so they can live and die with digni-
ty. It’s a battle they have already fought.

As Marwell so eloquently says: “Just
because Jews were powerless does not
mean they were passive.”

Not even when they get old. (JTA)

Jeanette Friedman, a freelance writer and
editor, is a founder of the Second
Generation movement.



