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[srael debates if Syrian peace
signals are for real or not

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WITH SYRIA talking peace while in the throes
of a major arms buildup, Israeli intelligence is
divided over President Bashar Assad’s inten-
tions.

The Mossad argues that Assad is not inter-
ested in peace, but only in a peace process to
alleviate international pressure on Syria over
its meddling in Lebanon and Iraq, and suspect-
ed implication in the assassination of former
Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.
Military intelligence, however, maintains that
Assad is genuine and would be ready for a
peace deal with Israel in exchange for the
strategic Golan Heights captured by Israel in
1967.

For now, Assad is unlikely to be put to the
test. The US strongly opposes any Israeli con-
tact with Syria on the grounds that even
exploratory talks would help get Assad off the

hook internationally. Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert agrees and is resisting domestic pres-
sure to engage the Syrians.

Mossad Chief Meir Dagan and military
intelligence boss Maj-Gen Amos Yadlin
spelled out their differences when they briefed
Olmert recently.

Yadlin argued that the possibility of peace
with Syria was strategically far too important
for Israel to ignore, that it could weaken
Syria’s ties with Iran and put pressure on the
Palestinians to cut a deal with Israel.

Moreover, the very fact of talks with
Damascus would lessen border tensions, and
if the Syrians knew that at the end of the day
they would get back the Golan, there would be
areal chance for peace. But there was a caveat:
If peace talks broke down, the Syrians might
feel, like the Palestinians after the Camp
David failure in 2000, compelled to go to war.

Dagan argued that Assad only wanted nego-
tiations for tactical reasons, on the assump-

tion that talks with Israel would ease Western
pressure on Damascus, especially from
France over the Hariri investigation and the
US over Syrian support for insurgents in Iraq.
In the Mossad chief’s view, the Syrians have
no intention of making peace with Israel.

With generous funding from Iran, Syria is
buying thousands of sophisticated anti-tank
weapons from Russia, upgrading its navy and
deploying advanced Scud-D missiles with a
range covering virtually every point in Israel.

Olmert remains adamantly opposed even to
secret feelers to test Syrian intentions, argu-
ing that Syria was still supporting terror,
smuggling arms into Lebanon and trying to
sabotage its legitimate government. Talks
with Damascus would simply help Syria “pre-
tend that it is now a peace-loving country”.

“We are interested in peace, not in the
‘industry of peace’,” Olmert declared. But
Syria did not want peace, only a peace process,
he said. (JTA)
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EXPERTS EXPLORE RELATION OF HOLLYWOOD TO HOLOCAUST / 4

Fun gala
day at
Yeshiva
Primary

The annual inter-house gala
was held at Yeshiva College
Primary School on Sunday
February 18. Great fun was had
by all who attended and the
grade 1 mascots stole the day
in their cute outfits (pictured).
The girls’ gala was won by Zion
with the Spirit Bear going to
Israel. The boys’ gala was won
by Judah and the Spirit Bear
went to Zion.

Israel-SA link
could create
new jobs in SA

“Your country is not behind.
You have excellent engineers
and scientists, but the entre-
preneurship spirit is really
what symbolises Israel.

“Also, for the sake of nourish-
ing new ideas, you need lots of
money. In Israel, we have one
of the best venture capital
industries. Venture capitalists
in Israel are equipped with
huge sums of money and col-
laborate with the government
to finance new start-ups.”

PAGE 9

Gold medal to
Prof Mizrahi for

work on TB
PAGE 5

Village Walk
advertising

supplement
PAGE 16-19

OSSAC’S PARTY SHOWS RESULTS OF YEAR’S LEARNING / 6

RADICALLY REVAMPED APARTMENTS '
LAUNCHING SUNDAY 11-5PM|

Studio, 2 & 3 beds priced from R440 000 - R1 500 000 | |
(Only R10 000 Secures!) No Transfer Duty Payable
Hollywood Glen, Granville Place, Bramley (Follow pointers from Corlett Drive)

| Denese Zas!ansk.yw

RZT

i REALTY COMPARNSY
LINDY LEVER
082 410 4177

CYNTHIA KAPLAN
082 784 1521

GLYNIS CAMPBELL
082 856 8541

011 731 0300
lindy@firzt.co.za




2 SA JEWISH REPORT

02 - 09 March 2007

Jewish Report

Published by

S A Jewish Report (Pty) Ltd,
Suite 175, Postnet X10039,
Randburg, 2125

Tel: 011-886-0162

Fax: 011-886-4202

Printed by Caxton Ltd

EDITOR - Geoff Sifrin
geoffs@icon.co.za

GENERAL MANAGER - Roni Lea
Sub-Editor - Paul Maree

Senior Reporter - Rita Lewis
jont@global.co.za

Editorial Assistant - Shelley Elk
carro@global.co.za

Sports Editor - Jack Milner

Youth Editor - Lara Greenberg
jewishreport@yahoo.com

Contributing Editor (Arts) -
Robyn Sassen info@frodo.co.za

Cape Town correspondent
Moira Schneider: 021-794-4206

Pretoria correspondent
Diane Wolfson

Manager: Sales and Distribution
Britt Landsman : brittl@global.co.za

Sales Executives - (011) 886-0162
Britt Landsman: 082-292-9520
Tammy Freedman: 082-820-0509
Tarren Markman: 083-602-2122

Classified Sales - (011) 886-0162
Dennis Immerman
jrclassified@global.co.za

Design and layout
Graphic Descriptions
Nicole Matthysen

Subscription enquiries
Johnnic Publishing
Tel: 0860-13-2652

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Honourable Abe Abrahamson (Chair-
man), Issie Kirsh, Dennis Maister, Bertie
Lubner, Herby Rosenberg, Russell
Gaddin, Marlene Bethlehem,
Stan Kaplan, Gordon Utian,
Norman Lowenthal.

Judge Meyer Joffe (Chair,
editorial comm)

PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Engaging the Divine

SOME OF my best friends live on
different continents. The reason
is not because of the massive
wave of immigration from South
Africa or because of the many
years I spent learning in
Jerusalem, but rather due to the
popular aphorism, “Familiarity
breeds contempt”.

We tend to idealise our relation-
ships that are not subject to the
rigours of our close up daily
scrutiny. That is one of the rea-
sons why online dating has
become so popular and is poten-
tially so dangerous. (Online
Dating Magazine estimates that
more than 20 million people visit
at least one online dating service
a month.)

We are often disappointed when
those illusions are shattered after
close contact reveals the human-
ness of our fellow travellers on
this planet. Only relationships
based on reality and truth can
withstand the test of familiarity
and time.

Rabbi Twerski quotes Henoch
of Aleksander who said that he
was once a follower of a particu-

PARSHAT
TETZAVEH

Rabbi Daniel
Sackstein
Camps Bay Hebrew Congregation

lar rabbi, but the closer and more
intimately he came to know him,
the more he realised that he was
less of a great tzaddik than he had
thought him to be, and conse-
quently his respect for him dimin-
ished.

“When I came to Kotzk,”
R’ Henoch said, “the closer I came
to the Rebbe and the more I got to
know him, the more my respect
and admiration for him grew, until
I was in utter awe of his greatness.

“It was then,” R’ Henoch said,
“that I understood the verse (from
this week’s parsha Shemos 29;46):
“They shall know that I am their
G-d, Who took them out of the
land of Egypt to rest My Presence
among them, I am their G-d.”

People who worship false gods
become disillusioned with them as

they come closer to them. Not so
with the true G-d. The closer one
comes, the more one stands in
awe of G-d’s infinite greatness.
That is what the verse says:
“When I make My Presence
known among them, then they
shall know that I am their G-d.”

That is why the foundation
upon which Judaism is built is the
knowledge of G-d and the pursuit
of truth. Knowledge is the fuel
that drives us down the gruelling
road of self-development. That
journey of self-actualisation,
explains the Gaon of Vilna, is the
purpose for which we were creat-
ed.

This explains the dynamism
and vibrancy of communities in
which there is a strong ethos of
Torah learning, and the apathy
and weakness of communities
where learning is not encouraged
and practised. The constant pur-
suit of truth and knowledge is at
the core of Judaism.

It is for this reason that Jewish
education is of the highest value.
Providing our children with a
strong Jewish education affords
them the priceless opportunity to
begin to engage with G-d.

The Cape Town Jewish commu-
nity, of which I am a proud mem-

SHABBAT TIMES

02 March / 12 Adar
03 March / 13 Adar

Please note that these are the
latest times for candle-lighting.
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18:15  19:09  Johannesburg
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18:20 19:19 Bloemfontein

18:00 19:26  Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:16 East London
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ber, not only boasts having a
school of the calibre of Herzlia,
but it also has the Phyllis Jowell
Jewish Day School (formerly the
Yeshiva College of Cape Town).

The mainstream communal
support for this school, which
allows for a more intense Jewish
education, bears testimony to
our communities’ commitment
to truth, knowledge and educa-
tion.

Arachim’s relaxed way of learning Torah

LARA GREENBERG
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HAVE YOUR cake and eat it too
at the next Arachim seminar to
be held between March 16 and 18
2007.

The Arachim organisers want
participants to feel that at one of
their seminars, you really can
have the best of both worlds by
enjoying a very relaxed week-
end away in a beautiful setting
with excellent, overflowing food
and interesting speakers to
stimulate your mind.

For families, Arachim Kidz
ensures that all children are
being constantly entertained so
that parents are free to truly
enjoy all aspects of the seminar.

Essentially, the point of the
seminar is to highlight, discuss
and dissect the authenticity of
the Torah itself, the laws which
it contains and we are com-
manded to follow, as well as the
validity of Judaism itself.

Throughout the seminar the
talks are focused on ensuring
that “reason takes precedence
over faith and intelligent ques-
tions get satisfying answers”, as
the Arachim founding phrase
states.

Rabbi David Ordman will
again be visiting South Africa
for the seminar and he will be
working alongside local South
African Rabbis Barak Bar-
Chaim, Alon Joseph and Yoram
Bogacz. Carolyn Karp will also
be joining this team as the offi-
cial speaker for women’s-only
discussions.

There will also be a special
guest appearance by American,

Rabbi Ezriel Tauber who is a
prolific writer on communica-
tion and human relationships.
Aside from his Arachim
Seminar appearance, he will
also be speaking to public
forums in Cape Town and
Johannesburg. His daughter,
Rebbetzin Newstead, will be
joining him from Israel for
talks specifically related to
women’s issues.

Arachim is the story of two
men, one story, a partner and a
dream.

In the ‘70s two young Israeli
scientists, Dr Shalom Sre-
brenik and Tzvi Inbal wanted
to provide an intellectual
response to the thirst of a
growing secular Israeli public
who were seeking to under-
stand the basic philosophical
concepts of Judaism.

They wanted to address basic
issues in Jewish philosophy,
including “Science and Re-
ligion - Is there an internal con-
tradiction?” “The authenticity
of the Bible” Practical Mitz-
voth - are they relevant in mod-
ern society? and more.

At the start, Arachim con-
sisted of just a handful of lec-
turers and organisational
directors. Some of them came
from purely academic back-
grounds while others came
from the traditional yeshiva
education system.

At the time, most of the activ-
ities consisted of home study
sessions and one-day pro-
grammes that stimulated peo-
ple’s thought. As the demand
increased, more concentrated

Rabbi Silver (centre) and Rabbi Alon Joseph (far left) with some of
the programme participants from the highly successful seminar held
in Johannesburg in August last year.

learning programmes were
developed and the “Arachim
‘Case for Judaism’ Seminars”
were launched.

Arachim has now been run-
ning for over two decades and
has been arranging about 50 to
100 seminars yearly throughout
the world.

The tradition is to hold the
seminars over several days in
luxury hotels, sparing no cost at
providing every physical need.

Five years ago, Arachim
arrived in South Africa under
the guidance of Rabbi David
Lapidot who has since, returned
to Israel.

The organisation runs from

offices in Glenhazel and Rabbis
Yisroel Kaye and Alon Joseph
are committed to ensuring that
aside from the seminars, there
are a host of other Arachim
activities happening in and
around Johannesburg, includ-
ing in-house Shabbatonim,
home and office lectures, video
conferences and other special
interest lectures.

Last year they also launched
a seminar in Cape Town,
ensuring that three South
African seminars are run per
year.

* To find out , contact Rabbi
Alon Joseph or Yisroel Kaye on
(011) 887-2773.
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Islamic fundamentalists
cause world problem

STAFF REPORTER
PHOTOGRAPH:
ILAN OSSENDRYVER

THE WORLD does not realise what
a serious threat Islamic fundamen-
talism poses.

So said Winston Churchill,
grandson of Sir  Winston
Churchill, speaking at a gala

fundraising dinner at the Sandton
Convention Centre hosted by the
SAZF, the JNF, WIZO and the UCF.

Churchill, who describes himself
as a Zionist, spoke on “Democracy
and freedom under threat”.

The world, he said, was facing a
major problem because of these
extremists who had declared war
on innocent civilians throughout
the world, and in particular
through terrorist acts in countries
such as Spain, the UK, Bali, the US
and Jordan.

“These fundamentalists are
mobilising large Muslim commu-
nities in our midst,” he said.

There are seven million Muslims
in the North America, 20 million in
the European Union and two mil-
lion in the UK. The scale of the
problem was epitomised in France,
he said, where there are six million
Muslims, or 10% of the population.
At their current rate of reproduc-
tion, France will soon be an
Islamic country under Sharian
laws. Similarly in Catholic
Belgium. Four years ago, he said, a
study showed that the most popu-
lar boy’s name for newborn chil-
dren in that country was
Mohammed.

“The writing is on the wall for
Judean-Christian Europe. Why are
the alarm bells not ringing? Are
they committing political suicide
to be politically correct? Would the
opposite be tolerated in Islamic
countries? Almost certainly not. It
is deeply worrying that amongst
almost all categories of immi-
grants, the Islamic community is
the most reluctant to bond with
local communities and they har-
bour the idea of an alien agendas
of their own. It is known that the
US ‘imports’ its bombers, but in the
7.7 attack on the UK, they were
homegrown,” he said.

In the UK, there are more than
1600 identified individuals acting
in terrorist plots and 200 terrorists
networking in 30 different plots.

Churchill said his grandfather
foresaw the danger of extremism
and warned the world of the dan-
gers of Islam in 1921 at the Cairo
conference held to discuss the
reshaping of the Middle East.

Churchill is a former journalist
who covered the six-day war and
later co-wrote a book on it with his
father, Randolph. He was the
youngest Conservative MP in the
UK and served in Parliament for 30
years. He is now an author and a
speaker.

His first visit to Johannes-
burg was 45 years ago when
he was aged 22, at the con-
trols of a single-engined air-
craft while he was circum-
navigating the continent of
Africa.

He recalls fondly how his
grandfather, when he heard
of his plans, told him off.

“I had learned to go full-
speed ahead with the male
members of my family and
asked him how dare he try to
stop me when he had gone
into Africa armed with a
lance and a pistol to do battle
in Sudan. He then changed his
mind and said:”You are right and
you have my blessing.”

He travelled 20 000 miles and vis-
ited 40 countries during his epic
voyage.

His next visit to Johannesburg
was in the late 60s when he came to
cover the Laurie Gander trial.
During that time, he met with
Helen Suzman, whom he regards
as a friend.

She showed him the ‘cruel’
Bantu courts which enforced the
pass laws, introduced him to the
Black Sash and later corresponded
with her.

Churchill’s link to southern
Africa goes even further back
when his great grandfather,
Randolph, came seeking gold in
Mashonaland, now Zimbabwe. His
outward-bound journey from the
UK took 17 weeks to Johannesburg
which was then five years old and
had a population of 15 000. His
grandfather trekked to Fort
Salisbury by ox wagon. He faced
torrents, fires and hostilities from
local tribes. It took him six weeks
to travel the 400 miles from
Johannesburg.

In 1899 during the Anglo Boer
War, he was taken prisoner in
Pretoria and escaped through a toi-
let window and returned to the UK
where he launched his career in
politics. He was, however, insulted
that the reward for his capture,
dead or alive, was only 25 pounds.

Churchill has always had a close
friendship with Israel. He speaks
of a visit he made to interview Ben
Gurion in Jerusalem two weeks
before the Six Day War broke out.
While he was speaking to him, a
call came through and said that
Egypt had closed the straits of
Teheran, cutting off the lifeline of
oil to Israel.

“Shaking his great mane of hair,
he said: “This means war. I am
frightened, not for Israel, which
will survive, but for the younger
generation. It is always the best
who never return,” he said.”

With the entire Arab world
mobilising against Israel, there
was real fear in the civilian popu-
lation. Thousands of graves were
dug in preparation for the deaths

Chief
Rabbi
Warren
Goldstein,
Veteran
politician
Helen
Suzman
and guest
speaker
Winston
Churchill.

Avrom Krengel, Chairman of the SAZF,
and David Sussman of the JD Group, the
main sponsor of the gala dinner.

and blood was donated. In June
1967, the entire Arab word moved
in for the kill.

Churchill said he didn’t know
what he would do if caught up, but
he decided he would fight with
Israel, even though he believed in
the rights of the Palestinians to
have their own homeland.

“I count myself as a Zionist and
a believer in the right of Israel to
exist. The outcome of the war was
one of the most dramatic military
victories of all times,” he said.

Churchill paid tribute to Nelson
Mandela and said it was thanks to
him that South Africa was the
multi-racial society it was today
and quotes his grandfather who
said, “In victory there is magni-
minity and in peace there is good-
will.”

“South Africa could have been
caught in a downward spiral and
racial strife and economic disaster
such as Zimbabwe. Mandela and de
Klerk share the honour of a Nobel
peace prize with my grandfather
and they richly deserve it,” he
said.

The US decision to invade Iraq,
which is the centre of Islamic fun-
damentalism, whether justified or
not, cannot be reversed. “If they
pull out, the threat will redouble -
it will not go away and we will see
a desperately weakened US at the
mercy of terrorists.”

Speaking on Iran and the recent
statements by its president that the
Holocaust never happened and his
description of Israel as “a
tumour”, he said no amount of
reassurance to the Jews that he
didn’t really mean what he said,
would not convince Israel, which
will be provoked into taking
action.

“The price of oil will rise but this
might not be the worse of the out-
comes. The alternative could be a
second Holocaust and the destruc-
tion of Israel. We look forward to
Israel and Palestine bridging their
differences and seeing the end of
hostilities. May we pass through
these dangerous times,” he said.

The proceeds of the evening
went to organisations in Israel and
the CSO in Johannesburg.

See page 8
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were lost during the Holocaust and members of their families,

holocaust survivors, members of the
communily whose family members

to join them in launching a Friendship Forum which will have
regular activities throughout the year.

Please join us at our first event on Sunday 18th March from
14:30 - 16:30 at Our Parents Home, Spring Road, Gardens,
for tea. Speakers include Chief Rabbi W.Goldstein.

A selected musical programme is included.

RSVP essential to Sharon at 011-532-9616 or e-mail to
sgoldberg@jhbchev.co.za
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Portrayal of Shoah: The jury’s still out

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

THE GROUND had shifted over
the decades with regard to the
representation of the Holocaust
in the movies, Professor Richard
Mendelsohn of the Department
of Historical Studies at the
University of Cape Town says.

Mendelsohn was speaking at a
panel discussion organised by
Limmud SA’s Cape Town steer-
ing committee, following the
screening of “Imaginary Wit-
ness” at the Labia Theatre, under
the auspices of the Cape Town
Holocaust Centre.

According to the flysheet
advertising it, the documentary
“explores the 60-year relation-
ship between Hollywood and the
atrocities of Nazi Germany and
debates the role and responsibili-
ty of filmmakers in bearing wit-
ness to the truth”.

Mendelsohn said it was once
felt that “language itself was
incapable of representing the
true horror of the Holocaust”
and that silence was the only fit-
ting response. In addition, “only
those who directly experienced
the Holocaust could comprehend
it and communicate its essence”.

In more recent times, he said,
the view that this “absolutist
position” left the field clear for
Holocaust deniers and that it was
important to treat the event like
any other historical phenome-
non, had gained acceptance.
Major questions, however,
remained on the acceptable lim-

its of representation.

The leading proponent of the
“purist” position, Holocaust sur-
vivor Elie Wiesel, maintained
that definite taboos existed
regarding what should be repre-
sented. To portray, for instance,
the death agonies of victims
piled up in the gas chambers, he
felt would be a violation of their
memory.

The opposing “populist” view,
represented by filmmaker Steven
Spielberg, asserts that it is
“impossible to keep the
Holocaust as a sacred and invio-
late space”. Images of it are
everywhere - in art, film and lit-
erature - and we needed to accept
that this is so.

This school of thought held
that one had to recognise those
media as an “invaluable means of
helping people begin to grasp the
reality of the Holocaust”,
Mendelsohn said.

Referring to the documentary
“Shoah” produced by Claude
Landsman, Mendelsohn said he
had decided not to use film and
photographs that were the stock-
in-trade of the great majority of
documentaries made about the
Holocaust. “He believed they
were highly problematic as much
was produced by the Nazis them-
selves for their own dubious pur-
poses and were therefore
untruthful,” he said.

“He relies on footage shot in
present-day peaceful landscapes
and lengthy, uncut interviews -
(he feels that) the only genuine
way of representing the Holo-
caust is through those who were
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Richard Freedman, director of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre,
Professor Richard Mendelsohn and Mark Kaplan.

there: the survivors, perpetra-
tors and bystanders.”

This approach had put
Landsman at odds with directors
like Spielberg and he had, in fact,
written a “scathing review” of the
latter’s “Schindler’s List”. He felt
that the film’s central message
had been misleading as the sto-
ries shown were redemptive and
atypical of the Holocaust where
there were only a few survivors

and rescuers, Mendelsohn said.

Commenting on the documen-
tary’s “very American eye on
things”, panelist and film pro-
ducer Mark Kaplan questioned
whether Americans were more
sensitive and less self-centred
than they had been in 1939.

“Why are there still genocides
in Darfur, Rwanda etc despite the
admonition never to forget?” he
asked.

AROUND
THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

RUSSIA OPPOSES PA
EMBARGO

MOSCOW - Russia has pledged
to try to end a Western aid
blockade on the Palestinian
Authority.

Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said on Tuesday that
Russia saw the recent power-
sharing pact between the gov-
erning Hamas terrorist group
and the more moderate Fatah
movement as reason enough to
restore Western donor aid.

"We strive for the interna-
tional community to support
this process and make it irre-
versible, including efforts to
help lift the blockade," Lavrov
said after hosting Hamas
leader Khaled Meshaal in
Moscow.

Russia belongs to the diplo-
matic 'Quartet' overseeing
Israeli-Palestinian peace ef-
forts. The 'Quartet’ imposed the
blockade on direct aid last year
in a bid to soften Hamas' hard
line against Israel, instead
routing aid to the Palestinians
around the PA government.

Russia has since parted with
its 'Quartet' partners by engag-
ing Hamas diplomatically and
coming out against the embar-
g0. (JTA)
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JEWISH WELEARE NEEDS YOUR
SUPPORT MORE THAN EVER

PLEASE REMEMBER THE WORK WE DO IN CARING FOR THE IMPOVERISHED

B We provide financial assistance for food, shelter and medication to all needy members of the community
B We distribute food parcels to those in need.
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B We endeavour to place those without work into gainful employment
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B We attend to the burial needs of all Jews in our city including the destitute and those without family

B We offer counselling for families & individuals in crisis caused by depression, addictions, ill health, relationship
issues, domestic violence, frauma, age-related concerns, etc. We dlso provide protection to children at risk and
counse”ing for pur&nt~chi|d re[aticnships.

Tel: 011 532 9600
Fax: 011 532 9655
Email: chevrahgroup@jhbchev.co.za

Chevrah Kadisha

Private Bag X7
Sandringham 2131
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Work on TB earns Mizrahi a Gold Award

RITA LEWIS

PROF VALERIE Mizrahi who by her own
admission, saw the magnitude of the tubercu-
losis problem in this country way back at the
end of the 1980s and decided to get involved in
combating it, has been acknowledged by her

Science and Technology.

As if this were not enough, she also won
the 2006 Shoprite-Checkers/SABC2 Woman
of the Year Award in the category of science
and technology.

Mizrachi’s interest in the world of science
was evident even when she was a child in

Prof Valerie
Mizrahi who
recently added

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

CHIEF RABBI'S EDICT SURE TO SEE FUR FLY

JERUSALEM - Israel's Ashkenazi chief rabbi
has issued an edict forbidding Jews to wear fur
skinned from a live animal.

Yona Metzger made the ruling last week

another award
to her already

after seeing a video of animals being skinned

Zimbabwe - where she was born and raised - alive at fur farms in China. PETA, which made

peers for her work in that field; she was

awarded the Gold Medal of the SA Society of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (SAS-
BMB).

The award was presented to her at the 20th
SASBMB Conference, where she delivered a
keynote address on her pioneering work on
the molecular biology of tuberculosis (TB).

The award honours those who have made
an outstanding contribution in biochemistry
in southern Africa and Mizrahi is the first
woman to receive this prestigious award.

For her and the SASBMB society, this
award has a special significance, as some 15
years ago in 1992, she was awarded the soci-
ety’s Silver Award for top young biochemists.
This double honour makes her one of the few
biochemists in South Africa who has man-
aged to follow the Silver Award with a Gold
one.

Giving credit to others, she said her
research team played an instrumental role in
developing genetic tools for validating new
drug targets and vaccine candidates for tuber-
culosis and is internationally recognised for
its work on molecular mechanisms of DNA
metabolism, stress responses, resuscitation
and drug action in mycobacteria.

Mizrachi has worked in the field of TB for
some 10 years now and has published more
than 70 research articles, book chapters and
review articles in the fields of organic chem-
istry, enzymology and mycobacteriology.

She has also trained numerous postdoctoral
fellows and postgraduate students as she feels
that her role “more than just being a scientist,
is to make space for people who want to
become scientists”, she said.

Recognition has also been accorded her dur-
ing the past year in the form of the
Distinguished Woman Scientist Award for
2006 from the South African Department of

and she has remained focused on it from
then to the present day where she is current-
ly the director of the MRC/NHLS/Wits
Molecular Mycobacteriology Research Unit
at the National Health Laboratory Service
and research professor at Wits.

She is also the alternate director of the
DST/NRF Centre of Excellence for
Biomedical TB Research, which she leads
together with Professor Paul van Helden
from the University of Stellenbosch.

After first obtaining her PhD in chemistry
from UCT in 1983, she went on to complete a
postdoctoral fellowship at the Pennsylvania
State University.

She did a stint at SmithKline and French
Research and Development in the US before
returning to South Africa in 1989 to establish
aresearch unit at the South African Institute
for Medical Research in Braamfontein,
Johannesburg.

Numerous accolades have followed. She is
an associate Fellow of the Academy of
Sciences of the Developing World, a Fellow of
the Royal Society of South Africa and a mem-
ber of the Academy of Science of South
Africa and was one of four scholars invited to
participate in a Royal Society (UK) and SA
High Commission lecture series in the UK to
mark 10 years of post-apartheid democracy
in South Africa by showcasing academic
endeavour in the country

Mizrachi is a very active member of the
tuberculosis research community locally and
abroad and is a frequently invited participant
at international conferences and workshops.

She served as vice chairman of the 2005
Gordon Research Conference on
Tuberculosis Drug Development in the US,
and will chair this conference at Magdalen
College in Oxford, in 2007.

substantial col-

the video, sent Metzger a letter of thanks this
week. (JTA)

lection.
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A TAPESTRY OF SONG FROM AFRICA,
ISRAEL, BROADWAY AND BEYOND.
A Tribute To Malcolm Zaidel 2”1

Oshy, Avron, Nachie & Len

Musical Direction By Jeanne

" \ITS GREAT HALL

Bev 082 574 4770 / Hatzolah 728 2143

STARRING

With Lionel Mkhwanazi,
The Incredible Marimbas,
Jose’s Voices Of Africa

14 MARCH 2007
20H00
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At 82%, trainee CAs at Grant Thernton have achieved the highest pass rate of all the audit firms in South Africa.

OAKWOOD ESTATES ma
mate Glenhazel Address !!  from R2.95m
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homes

350m? double
story clusters

Excellent
Security
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| Choose your
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Lior Stein
Grant Thornton Trainee

Jj’ust done it!
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Check out www.gt.co.za

Grant Thornton works for me.

The national average is 71%.

As a firm committed to CA training, we are inspirad by the success of our trainees’
Board 2* results,

Grant Thornton &
Auditors, Accountants & Business Advisers
Passionate about business
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SOCIAL SCENE

Hilary and Bertie Lubner with Reeva Forman.

Women show off fruits
of their new skills

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY
RITA LEWIS

THE 150 or so men and women
who were clapping, singing and
dancing throughout much of the
recent function held by OSSAC,
(Oxford Synagogue SKkills for
Adults Centre) at the Oxford
Shul hall, had come mostly from
disadvantaged communities.
Prior to joining the various
classes such as cooking, sewing
and computer skills, they had
been totally unskilled in all of
these fields.

Some celebrated their acquired
skills by showing off the results
of a year’s learning and hands-on
experience, working under the
guidance of the Ossac volunteers
and staff in the sewing section.

“It is gratifying to see all the
results of the efforts of our stu-
dents - particularly in the dress-
making section,” said Beryl
Unterhalter, now the co-coordi-
nator of the programmes with
Sheila Kemp, being the chairman
of the OSSAC committee.

Maria Ngwenya, one of the
dressmaking students, Pl
models a wedding dress y
made by members of the
class.

Stupendous in scarlet is
Angela Soko.

Unterhalter said the organisa-
tion was extremely grateful for
the Oxford Shul community who
provided the premises for OSSAC
as well as assistance with the
day-to-day running of the organi-
sation.

As she finished speaking, a line
of women suddenly appeared in
the entrance of the hall, snaking
into it ululating, singing and
clapping - with many wearing
their own creations made during
their year of lessons.

Maria Ngwenya - one of the
dressmaking students - showed
off a wedding dress made by
members of the class. The dress
will later be hired out.

The project to teach the under-
privileged basic skills to help
them in the market place, was
originally started in the ‘70s
when the previous rabbi of
Oxford Shul, Rabbi Nachman
(Norman) Bernhard recognised
the need for an adult education
centre to teach unemployed
women some basic skills such as
cooking, dressmaking and adult

Above: Rabbi Yossi Chaikin with his
wife Rivka and Sheila Kemp, chairman
of the Ossac executive committee.

Below: Zilla Graff, Aron Ehlick and his
wife Maisie with Beryl Unterhalter.

literacy, as well as computer
skills.

Rabbi Yossi Chaikin, Oxford’s
rabbi, has continued with this
inspiring and empowering proj-
ect. He spoke about the kindness
and generosity of spirit of the
people who worked for OSSAC.

“It is wonderful to see the
results of the work done by the
many volunteers who give up
their time on a regular basis to
supplement the teaching comple-
ment and assist wherever they
can in the running of the organi-
zation.”

A recent innovation is the
inclusion of the high school
learners (grade 11s) from the
Liberty School in Alexandra who
come to participate in the com-
puter literacy programmes four
times a week, as these are not
provided at their school.

Unterhalter said all of them
were highly motivated and enthu-
siastic.

OSSAC is a project of
Ma’Afrika Tikkun, which is
chaired by Marc Lubner.

Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

Dolled up to the nines for the occasion are Cynthia Twalo, Blessing
Hoffman and Doreen Malabela.

Mother and daughter Tracey and Christina Swaedi with Meira
Puterman who teaches English.

Some of the students at the Liberty School in Alexandra, who
are learning computer skills, dance around the hall.
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COMMUNITY
BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,
lionel slier@absamail.co.za

NIGEL

From Fay Herr (nee Blumsohn):
An extract from The Jewish

Times June 10 1981.

“Warm tribute to the late Rev
Woolf Blumsohn who died recent-
ly, after serving the Nigel Jewish
community as its spiritual head
for 51 years, is paid by Mr David
Gamsu, a leading member of the
community.

“In the course of his tribute Mr
Gamsu writes: ‘Accepting a call to
the then village of Nigel in the
year 1930, the young Rev Woolf
Blumsohn entered upon a life-
long mission - a mission as spiri-
tual leader, Baal Tefila, schochet
and Hebrew teacher, in fact, gen-
eral factotum, to the community.

“‘From humble beginnings the
community grew to some 200
souls and it was to the honour and
glory of our late leader, the Rev
Blumsohn, that the every want,
care, need or demand in times of
health or sickness, in times of joy
and sorrow - at any time over the
period of 51 years of unbroken
service - surely a record - he min-
istered to the entire Nigel Hebrew
congregation.

“‘His was the will and calling
that was indeed Divine (sic)
inspired. His was the nature of
service before self. His was the
ambition to achieve and help in
every sphere of activity from the
cheder to the grave without ever a
thought of financial reward or
gain.

“‘Active sympathetic, conscien-
tious in every field of religious
divine and secular service was
this humble, lovable, devoted min-
ister of this congregation. He
knew not pride, he sought not self-
enrichment, he grasped not for
honours, for he was a humble
man, a humble servant of man,
his fellow Jew, and above all, of
G-d’.

“Fay Herr said that her father
lived by two major philosophical
tenets: 1) A terrible sin is commit-
ted if you embarrass someone in
public and 2) A person is rich who
rejoices in his position.”

SALDANHA BAY
Barney Sank contributes these
anecdotes about the town:

“Aaron Jaffe was very involved
with the Afrikaans community at
Saldanha, where he also retired.

They used to meet daily for a
morning cup of coffee, and one
day his Afrikaner pals were dis-
cussing the appointment of an
additional dominee (minister of
religion). Eventually they turned
to Oom Arend (Uncle Aaron) and
asked him why he was so quiet.

“Aaron answered: ‘I do not
know about another minister,
however there are (genoeg sonde)
enough sins here to warrant
another dominee.’

“His friends also followed what-
ever he invested in. There was a
prospectus out for digging oil in
the Sandveld area. He invested
and so they all invested and all
lost out BADLY. When they came
crying to him, he replied: ‘I took
my money and lost, so I cried for a
month, but had I not invested and
it was successful sou ek my hele
lewe lank gehuil het (I would have
cried for the rest of my life).’

“In 1970 there was an outcry in
Hout Bay to stop the fish factories
that were being built because ‘it
was an obnoxious trade’. Since the
turn of the century Saldanha was
for many years solely dependent
on the fishing industry. The
Saldanha ratepayers became
aware of the Hout Bay outcry and
decided to call a meeting to dis-
cuss the closing of the factories.

“Philip Mindel, who was a part-
ner with Urka Singer in L Singer
& Co, allowed the debate to carry
on and then, at the end, he got up
and, referring to the hooter, which
was a steam-driven siren that
went off every morning at seven
to alert the workers. He said:
‘When I hear the hooter in the
morning it is like the Cape Town
Symphony Orchestra music to me
and the bad smell is like Yardley
perfume.’

“He would also say that there
are two oil magnates in Saldanha:
Robert Silverman who produces
fish oil by the gallon and himself
who sells paraffin by the bottle.”

WITBANK

From Barry Mann, genealogist
supreme from Witbank, to Michal
Singer at SA Friends of Beth
Hatefutsoth and on to Community
Buzz:

Subject: Marriage announce-
ment of Barry Mann to Virginija
Vasiliauskiene, February 8 2007.

“For those of you who are curi-
ous and for those of you who won-
dered why I spent so much time in
Lithuania these past few years -
Virginija and I have known each
other for over seven years. She is
Lithuanian and has lived in Kovno
(Kaunus) all her life where she
was associate professor in linguis-
tics at the Vytautas Magnus
University. Virginija’s parents live
on a farm about seven miles out-
side Kovna.

“How did we meet? My good
friend Henry Kellen (Henoch

Kacenelenbogen) is 91 years old
and lives in El Paso (Texas). He is
the founder of the El Paso
Holocaust Museum. Henry is a
Holocaust survivor, from Kovno
Ghetto and he and seven other
Jews were hidden and saved by
Virginija’s grandparents, Andrius
and Maria Urbonas, a Lithuanian
farmer and his wife.

“After searching for many years
for any descendants of Andrius
and Maria, in 1998, Henry finally
made contact with Virginija in
Kovno. During my visit to
Lithuania in 1999 on behalf of
Henry, I visited Virginija and her
parents on their farm.

“Since then Vrginija and I have
corresponded hundreds of times
via e-mail and telephone. In total, I
spent about three months with
Virginija in Lithuania and she has
spent over three months with me
in El Paso.

“In 2000 Virginija spent three
months at the University of
Pennsylvania in State College as a
visiting professor in linguistics
and one week in El Paso with
Henry and his family. In 2005 she
spent four and a half months at
Princeton University, also as visit-
ing professor in linguistics.

“We were married by a justice of
the peace in a civil ceremony. We
intend to live in El Paso and
Viginjia will apply for a Green
Card so that she can live perma-
nently in the US.

“Please do not send us any mar-
riage gifts and I hope that most of
you will meet Virginija in the
future. We thank you in advance
for all your good wishes.”

* Barry Mann has given talks at
the South African Jewish
Genealogical Society over many
years.

SA JEWS’ ROLE IN ISRAELI
WARS:

South African-born David (Mig-
dal) Teperson fought in every
Israeli war from 1948 until the first
intifada. In one action he was
together with his son and later in
combat together with his grand-
son. Now he is a war historian and
collects and writes about Israel’s
battles.

His dominating interest has
always been the role that Jewish
South Africans played in these
wars and he has files and files on
these fighters in his library.

However, Teperson has started
collecting, and is now hoping to
record the names of every South
African Jew who fought in the
Second World War and he would
appreciate it if those who were
involved in any capacity whatsoev-
er, would contact him at: PO Box
9590, Kfar Shmaryahu 446910,
Israel or dave_tep@netvision.il

Names can also be sent to
Community Buzz who will pass
them on to Teperson.

ISRAEL

Contact the largest and No.1 Agent for travel to Israel

* Air tickets * Group Travel
* Hotel Bookings ¢ Barmitzvah Groups

WE KNOW ISRAEL!!

And we care about the happiness of
all our clients ...and what's more...

NOBODY BEATS US FOR PRICE

FOR THE LOWEST FARES...
FOR THE LOWEST FEES...
FOR REDUCED FAMILY FEES...

Come and see us or call us NOW = .,

sure executive

s travel

* Tours
* Wedding Groups

GROUND FLOOR JHI HOUSE s
(A’m) 11 CRADOCK AVENUE (L
3 Y CNR BAKER STREET, ROSEBANK
- TEL: (011) 788-2050 IATA

» Wall-to-wall steam cleaning (2-3 hours to dry)
» Customised Rugs

* Clean, repair and restore fine rugs

* Custom made blinds and curtains

* Furniture cleaning (sofas, dining room chairs etc)

* Carpet installation

* Ceramic/laminate/vinyl

* House cleaning

* High-pressure water cleaning
* High-pressure steam cleaning
* Curtain cleaning on site

* Polishing p\ﬁg

I5% DISCOUNT ON PRESENTATION OF THIS COUPON

CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE:
(011) 465-3076 or 076 974 7848

gla LILABRUK - Registered Dietician

BSc Molecular and Cell Biology (UCT) » BSc Med (Hons) Nutrition and Dietetics (UCT) « PR No. 0205982

. 69 Iris Rd, Norwood, Johannesburg, 2192
Cullinan Building, 15 Woodside Ave, Sandhurst, 2196

Tel/ Fax: 011 728 8909 « Cell 083 244 0163
Email: lilabruk@yahoo.com

Special interest in:
» Diabetes, high cholesterol, high blood pressure, heart disease
* Weight management - adult and children
* Food allergies
* Gastrointestinal disorders
(eg Crohn’s disease, IBS, Spastic colon)

* Post-operative nutrition

* Glycaemic Index (GI)
* Sports Nutrition
* Adolescent body image
* Body composition Analysis (i.e body fat % and lean muscle %)
available using imported equipment

NOW OPEN IN NORWOOD AND SANDTON

Lila Bruk,
Registered
Dietician

waist.

Syndrome X -

Syndrome X is
characterized by
a cluster of con-
ditions including
high cholesterol, high blood pres-
sure, high heart disease risk, and
in some cases diabetes. In most,
but not all cases, there is a
propensity to store fat around the

However, one of the key fea-
tures of Syndrome X is insulin
resistance. Insulin is the hormone
responsible for regulating the
body’s blood sugar or glucose
levels. Insulin resistance is a con-
dition whereby the body is not as
sensitive to insulin as in someone
without insulin resistance, and
therefore the body has to produce

H t) cereals. In this way, the body
are you at rISk H will require less insulin to con-
trol blood sugar levels, and
large quantities of insulin to con- therefore insulin levels will be
trol blood sugar levels. High decreased.
insulin levels can often be a pre- 2. Regular exercise:
cursor to diabetes. Insulin is also
involved in fat storage. Thus, high
insulin levels may also predispose
one to storing fat easier, and
therefore controlling insulin levels
is essential for weight loss in
someone with insulin resistance.

Management of Syndrome X
and regulation of insulin levels,
involves a 2-pronged approach
of a healthy diet and regular
exercise:

1. Healthy diet: Foods chosen
should supply the body with a
constant supply of glucose. It
is especially important that the
starchy foods one chooses will
provide a slow, steady glucose
supply. Good starch choices
include seed loaf, rye bread,
brown rice, oats and bran

Regular
exercise is essential, as it
helps the body to become
more sensitive to insulin,
resulting in less insulin being
required to control blood sugar
levels. It is not necessary,
however, to join a gym or run a
marathon. A brisk walk for
about 30 minutes three times a
week is sufficient to improve
insulin levels and aid in weight
loss.

In conclusion, Syndrome X
can be managed through a
healthy diet, as part of positive
life style changes, thus reducing
the risk of further complications
developing.

For more information call Lila
on 011 7288909 or 0832440163
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report
Churchill’s alarm bell

THE TALK by Winston Churchill - grandson of
Sir Winston Churchill - in Johannesburg on
Monday night (reported on page 3), forcefully
illustrated what he perceives as the dilemma
facing European societies with strong national
identities and a basic Judeo-Christian ethos:
How to relate to the massive influx and growth
of a Muslim component which, if it continues to
develop at its current rate, will radically change
the nature of the societies.

Countries such as the Netherlands, for exam-
ple, which has long championed liberal rights
and tolerance towards all as a basic quality of
Dutch attitudes, and has preached these values
to other countries, is already being transformed
by its large Muslim population.

In the Netherlands and other parts of Europe,
this phenomenon is provoking a backlash of
rightwing political parties, racism and xenopho-
bia - focused generally as Islamophobia,
although other minority groups (including
Jews) are also targeted. France happens to be a
country with such high levels of anti-Semitism
that Jews feel anxious walking in public wear-
ing yarmulkes.

While emphasising that he saw the danger as
fuelled by Islamist fundamentalists who were
influencing general Muslim society towards an
anti-Western mindset, Churchill did not mince
his words about what he sees as the demograph-
ic challenge: “The writing is on the wall for
Judeo-Christian Europe.

“Why are the alarm bells not ringing? Are
they committing political suicide to be political-
ly correct? Would the opposite be tolerated in
Islamic countries? Almost certainly not.”

Clearly Churchill’s intention was to deliver an
urgent warning. He spoke very bluntly, pointing
to seven million Muslims in North America, 20
million in the European Union and two million
in the UK. France, he said, had six million
Muslims, or 10 per cent of the population, and at
their current rate of reproduction, it will soon
be an Islamic country under Shaaria law.

A survey in Catholic Belgium four years ago
showed the most popular boy’s name for new-
borns was Mohammed.

Whether one agrees with or rejects his mili-
tancy and purposeful lack of “political correct-
ness” - he also argued that the United States
should not withdraw from Iraq since the result
would be “a desperately weakened US at the
mercy of terrorists” - a relevant question is to
what extent his words resonate with South
Africans.

To some in the large audience, consisting
mainly of strongly community-affiliated Jews,
his statements sounded somewhat abstract,
because in our daily experience in this country
we do not see this same phenomenon.

There is a reluctance to think in those terms,
based on our own experience here, where rela-
tionships between Muslims and others have tra-
ditionally been, and continue to be good - with a
few exceptions. Indeed, there is a general ethos
of respect for all religions.

Our history of apartheid divisions was not
religion-dominated, but racial and ethnic. We
should be very careful not to allow our abhor-
rence of violent Islamist fundamentalism to slip
into a general aversion to all Muslims.

While Churchill was very forceful in sounding
his alarm, he was a lot shorter on answers. The
questions for Western Judeo-Christian societies
are fairly obvious: To what extent will the basic
liberal ideal (even if often honoured in the
breach) of treating people as individuals, be
replaced by treating people according to what
religious group they belong to - in this case
Islam?

Essentially, is it possible that Europeans will
eventually decide to implement discriminatory
restrictions against Muslims as a means of
securing their own societies’ traditional identi-
ties?

Jews, with their tortured history of being on
the receiving end of European discrimination,
instinctively recoil against this.

Will we be able to maintain in this country -
which has long been nominally “Christian” - the
relative harmony that exists between our differ-
ent religious and ethnic groups? We should be
doing all we can here to encourage understand-
ing and friendship between diverse faiths -
including Muslims - so the good relations will
help us weather any storms to come.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

When SA patriotism is stretched to the limit

MY NATURAL patriotism took something
of a beating in 2006, both from a Jewish
point of view and in terms of the general
state of the country.

The lowest point was probably the vin-
dictive public lynching of Israel in the
House of Assembly following the war in
Lebanon, perhaps the most overt display
of solidarity with Israel’s enemies that we
have yet seen from the ruling party.

As usual, the mainstream media also
lurched sharply into anti-Israel propagan-
da mode as soon as hostilities erupted,
none more so than the de facto govern-
ment mouthpiece SABC television.

There was not even a token stab at
impartiality in the latter’s coverage of the
Lebanon conflict, which was hardly sur-
prising given the confessed ideological
predilections of its head of news, Snuki
Zikalala.

It was revealed later in the year that
Comrade Snuki had imposed a ban on
Jewish journalist Paula Slier being used
to report on Middle East issues because
she was not pro-Palestinian enough:
“From the movement where I come from
we support PLO. But she supported what’s
happening in Israel. And then I said to
them Paula Slier, we cannot use her on the
Middle East issue because we know where
she stands,” said Comrade Snuki.

The fact that Zikalala’s views contradict
the official policy of the SABC, which is to
be non-partisan in its news reporting, is
apparently an academic one.

The dichotomy between stated princi-
ples and practical reality on the ground
was further demonstrated in the NGO
community, where ideological prejudice
too often trumped what the mission state-
ments were saying.

This was especially true of the Freedom
of Expression Institute, who capped at
least five years of consistently singling out
pro-Israel voices for special opprobrium
with a venomously worded attack on this
newspaper. Far from the FXI's acknowl-

BARBARIC
YAWP

David Saks

edged bias drawing condemnation, it was
roundly endorsed by the South African
NGO Coalition, the umbrella body of
South African NGOs.

This hardly came as a surprise. SANGO-
CO, after all, was at the centre of the rabid
vendetta against Israel waged by NGO del-
egates at the 2001 World Conference
Against Racism.

As for the brutish clowns who head up
the country’s various trade unions, the
less said the better, beyond speculating as
to just why in the course of the last 12
months they have chosen to engage in
such crude Israel-bashing. The possibility
that at least some bank accounts have been
swelled by certain covert donations is, to
put it mildly, not beyond the realm of pos-
sibility.

The overall picture is perhaps not quite
so bleak. There is much Christian support
for Israel, even though this would seem to
have minimal impact in the media, within
the various NGOs and at government
level. Nor are academic boycotts of Israel,
a growing problem overseas, on the cards
for the time being.

Should this menace ever raise its head,
bleating about intellectual freedom, as our
counterparts have done overseas, is not
going to carry the day. Our community
must be ready to wade in with the gloves
off and not be afraid to label such cam-
paigns as being bigoted vendettas against
the Jewish people, which of course is pre-
cisely what they are.

Looking wider than Jewish issues, 2006
saw the country’s progressive plunge into
criminal savagery reach new lows, which

is saying something given what has gone
before. One can point to South Africa’s
impressive achievements in the economic
realm as much as one likes, but the reality
is that a country where law-abiding citizens
are continually being targeted by murder-
ous gangsters with virtual impunity while
an incompetent government weeps and
wrings its hands on the sidelines, is by def-
inition a failure.

Will South Africans ever really make it
as a nation? When I heard about how the
famed Zulu War historian David Rattray, a
national treasure if there ever was one, was
gunned down in cold blood in front of his
family, I was as ready to give up on the
whole patriotism business as I ever have
been.

There is a pungent assessment of the
South African national psyche in a recent
novel, Malcolm Knox’s Adult Book, which 1
found particularly striking. Chris, the main
character, has this to say about South
African cricketers:

“The Yaapies jump around. Busy, punky,
athletic. They think they’re like us, but
they’re not, not at all. Something in their
history makes them tough but insecure,
hard on the surface but soft-centred.

“They fight and fight and never give up,
but when you’ve beaten them, there’s
something in them that accepts it. As if
deep down they’re too guilty to take the last
step.”

Knox was talking about South African
cricketers, but he might have been talking
about the population as a whole. There is
plenty of idealism in the nation, abundant
potential, many decent people and a still
potent core of optimism that comes from
our collective success in pulling away from
the brink of ruinous civil war.

There is no reason why the hoodlums
who have insinuated themselves into posi-
tions of power and influence should not be
kept in line, but to ensure this we must
have the gumption to assert ourselves
whenever the occasion to do so arises.

Youth on the altar of Bacchus

COMPILED BY RAY WOLDER
CO-ORDINATING COUNCIL OF NATIONAL
JEWISH WOMEN'’S ORGANISATIONS

THERE IS a general feeling of unease
about our youth. This unease was
expressed at a meeting of the Co-ordinat-
ing Council of National Jewish Women’s
Organisations.

It stems from the behaviour of our
young adults at functions where the con-
sumption of alcohol has no limit. There
was consensus that, as leaders in the com-
munity, it was incumbent on us to bring
this concern into the public domain.

The Co-ordinating Council convened a
“Dialogue” and in the first instance invited
Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein and extend-
ed an invitation to a random number of
rabbis. The director and social workers
from Jewish Community Services and
from the King David Schools, Linksfield
and Victory Park, were present.

A prime reason of this unease con-
cerned the practice of the “I’chaim” on
Shabbat. Youngsters attending the service
are allowed and encouraged to drink.

Wine is not the only part of the I’chaim
but other hard liquor is also offered. This
practice begs the question as to what kind
of message is being sent to our young peo-
ple. That it is acceptable to consume copi-
ous amounts of alcohol because it is part of
our Jewish culture?

It is not only consumption of liquor that
feeds into this unease but that drugs are
also freely available at parties and many
social functions.

Drug abuse is a fact in our Jewish socie-
ty and we need to dispel the ongoing myth
that Jewish people are not alcoholics or
drug addicts!

We challenged the rabbis on the practice
of the I’chaim on Shabbat and their
encouragement for youngsters to “have a
drink or two” creates the notion that
drinking is acceptable. This practice to
consume alcohol has crept insidiously into

the Shabbat culture and was reinforced
by comments that male congregants look
upon this practice as a “Men’s Club” to
get together and socialise.

Is the message we convey to our youth
that without stimulants, one cannot enjoy
oneself?

This practice could lead to more dan-
gerous addictions when hard liquor no
longer offers the necessary “kicks”. What
prevents that youngster from graduating
to something more adventurous and stim-
ulating, leading to experimentation with
narcotics and soon that young person
trades his/her alcohol addiction for a
drug addiction.

At any simcha, where hard liquor is
placed on every table, underage young-
sters are known to imbibe. Where is
supervision from parents who rarely
monitor what their children are doing? If
rabbis accept this consumption on
Shabbat in the shul, then are we too con-
doning the practice?

Abuse of alcohol at functions allows
our youth to create rowdy and raucous
behaviour leading to some very embar-
rassing situations! Far more serious,
many parents are themselves guilty of
drug and alcohol abuse, so expectations to
assert discipline is cancelled out.

Research shows that in many cases
social drinking leads to other stronger
needs and encourages experimentation
with recreational drugs. Once hooked, it
is not easy to stop the cycle and the pro-
gression towards hardline narcotics
becomes the mode.

Drug addiction becomes a nightmare
for parents. Families are shattered if chil-
dren become addicted. Cases are known
of “ordinary” respected and respectable
families, so the notion that this does not
happen to nice Jewish families should be
perished for all time.

Modern society creates many demands.
Expectations of our children to perform
bigger and better is overwhelming. Many

cannot cope, creating anxiety and stress.
Parents abrogate their responsibilities, and
are often poor role models, leaving this to
teachers to instil.

What do our rabbis now say about the
ubiquitous practice of the “Shabbos
L’Chaim”? Does alcohol serve a purpose in
Jewish culture or religious practice apart
from its place in blessings such as the
Kiddush and Havdalah?

Is encouragement not an unsolicited
acceptance of alcohol to our youth? Does
acceptance from rabbis serve to reinforce
this practice? Alcoholism is a major factor
in domestic violence, in the abuse of
women and children and in the break-up of
many marriages. This is not what we want
for our children, for them to become in
their adult years.

The chief rabbi agreed that there was
pressure on people to drink and apart from
the mitzvah of the Kiddush and Havdalah
wine, and on Purim, it should not be
encouraged. Grape juice can also be used. If
alcohol led a person to transgress, to dam-
age property or use abusive language, then
even on Purim it is not a mitzvah anymore.

There was some attempt to vindicate the
consumption of Shabbat liquor and that it
was not always uncontrolled. There was
agreement that a more moderate stance
would be the best practice. There also was
agreement that there is a general lack of
values, that we are living in a cluttered
environment and pay undue reverence to
youth whose every whim and desire had to
be satisfied.

We need to start talking about respect
and decency and to re-look at our values.

The chief rabbi tasked the women to
spearhead a campaign as they have the
power and initiative to drive it. Since this
meeting did not adequately address all the
vexing questions, the Co-Council will soon
revisit these issues in subsequent meet-
ings.

There will be no witch-hunt or unneces-
sary finger pointing but we will need buy-
in from all community leaders. We must
seek our “derech eretz” once more, our val-
ues, our morals and our Jewish “ubuntu”.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

SUZANNE BELLING

AN AGREEMENT in the pipeline between
South Africa and Israel could break new
ground in the area of job creation.

Expertise from Israel, a world leader in
the field of small business start-ups and
development - a key element in job creation
in this country - may soon be available here
following a recent visit by Dr Eli Opper,
chief scientist of the Israeli Ministry of
Industry, Trade and Labour.

Opper was here at the invitation of South
Africa’s Department of Trade and Industry
- the initial stage of the anticipated agree-
ment being negotiated by Opper’s depart-
ment and its local counterpart.

The week-long visit coincided with the
budget speech by Finance Minister Trevor
Manuel, when Manuel emphasised the
importance of small businesses. “Entre-
preneurship remains a vital ingredient in
the growth of our economy,” said Manuel,
when he announced further tax breaks for
small and even medium size businesses
(SMMEs).

SMMEs - with government public works
programmes - are the main source of new
jobs. The sheer number of small businesses
means they create employment for more
people than big business.

But the huge failure rate of start-up busi-
nesses in this country (most of them do not
make it beyond the first two years, far
worse than the world benchmark) is a
major problem. The two main reasons for
these failures are financing and skills.

Manuel announced significant financial
allowances to help small businesses, but,
unless both elements are tackled at the
same time, the problem will remain.

This is where Israeli expertise and expe-
rience could help, particularly in the area of
technological start-ups, according to Opper.

“The programmes in Israel cover what I
call the whole value chain,” he said.

Using the example of technological entre-
preneurship, he said grants were given to
entrepreneurs in the early stages of their
work, “followed by our famous programme
of incubators”. Business incubators helped
keep young businesses alive and growing.

“They may hold 10 start-ups, with experi-
enced management and money from the
government.

“The start-up may remain within the
incubator for two years,” he said, adding
that, like a new-born child, it had to go out
on its own after the period of incubation -
“although we are dealing with technical
entrepreneurship”.

The onus was on the business to obtain
private money to continue after the start-up
phase. This could be in the general field of
communications, computers, technology or
medical devices.

“Some are more focused; for example we
have a special incubator dealing with
biotechnology and one or two dealing with
technology to improve water.”

With Israel having relied partially on the
desalination of water, used for irrigation in
arid zones - fulfilling first Israeli prime
minister David Ben-Gurion’s vision of mak-

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Job creation: exciting
new Israel-SA tie-up

ing the desert bloom - Opper was opti-
mistic that exchanges in technology could
aid South African agriculture and farm-
ing, particularly with the frequent
droughts prevalent here.

Water purification was a major problem
worldwide. In addition to the quality of the
water, which depended on its composition
of organisms, there had to be an adequate
water supply to effect purification. South
Africa had high quality water, particularly
in Johannesburg, but it could be improved
generally through new technological
processes. The cost, however, was exces-
sive.

South Africa had potential for develop-
ment in technological and scientific start-
ups. “Your country is not behind. You have
excellent engineers and scientists, but the
entrepreneurship spirit is really what
symbolises Israel.

“Also, for the sake of nourishing new
ideas, you need a lots of money. In Israel,
we have one of the best venture capital
industries. Venture capitalists in Israel are
equipped with huge sums of money and
collaborate with the government to
finance new start-ups.”

Opper said ongoing studies by the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) revealed that
expenditure on commercial research and
development rated Israel first in the world.

“We are investing 4,8 per cent of our
GDP in this parameter. The expenditure
on R & D in South Africa is something like
0,9 per cent - but don’t worry, you will
catch up,” he quipped.

“Only three countries globally are
spending more than three per cent and the
average expenditure throughout the
European Union is about 1,5 per cent.”

The results in Israel were in spite of the
country’s lack of natural resources. “We
rely almost solely on our brainpower and
the entrepreneurship spirit. Israel is moti-
vated towards start-ups and new technolo-
gy.”

With countries like South Africa, state-
of-the-art technology was needed to exploit
natural resources efficiently. This was
comparable to Canada and Australia, also
rich in natural resources, where there
were major advances in the scientific and
technological spheres.

Opper plans to return to this country in
the later stages of talks towards the agree-
ment which he envisages can take several
months to finalise.

Prior to joining the ministry, he was a
partner in Giza, a venture capital firm, and
had a 27-year career at Rafael, Israel’s
leading armaments corporation and
authority on research and development.

Regarding the agreement, he feels there
is potential for co-operation between South
Africa and Israel. “The whole idea is mutu-
ally beneficial and I hope we will be able to
make it happen.”

Opper has BSc and MSc degrees in elec-
trical engineering from the Haifa
Technion, a PhD in computer engineering
from the University of Texas and a full pro-
fessorship in research.

WILDERNESS

Renowned ecotourism company, Wilderness Safaris, is
offering a fully-catered kosher safari - indluding Shabbat
- at stunning Pafuri Camp in the northern Kruger National
Park. No ordinary safari, this event allows kosher guests
to enjoy all the facets of a private game lodge - delicious
meals, game drives and walks - as well as having the priv-
ilege of spending Shabbat in one of the most beautiful,
remote places in South Africa.

Accommodation is at Pafuri Camp, in the 24 000-
hectare private Makuleke Concession that lies between
the Limpopo and Luvuvhu Rivers; this is considered one of
the most scenic areas in the park. lts biodiversity is leg-
endary, including rare nyala and eland, herds of buffalo
and elephant, predators such as lion and leopard - and
incredibly prolific birdlife. The camp is a blend of
Makuleke style and quintessential Wilderness Safaris: a
pristine, unspoilt location, enthusiastic, knowledgeable
staff and respect for the environment.

Pafuri Camp is the perfect place for Shabbat, with
a private boma for davening and meals, an eruy, a kilo-

= Kosher Wilderness Safaris in Kruger
Hassle-free safari in Kruger's largest private concession

metre-long boardwalk along which to stroll, two
lounges and a fascinating library.

Every tent overlooks the Luvuvhu River, so just sit-
ting on the deck and watching the animals come down
to drink is as exciting as any game drive!

The Kosher Wilderness Safari runs from Thursday
midday through to Monday moring and includes all
meals (mehadrin kosher); game drives and walks (plus
a Shabbat walk within the Techum!).

More about Pafuri: http://www.pafuri.com

Dates: May 10 - 14 (4 nights; 5 days)

Price: R6 600 per person sharing
Children under 12: R250 per night;
Family rooms available

Includes:  Accommodation, meals, game drives,
game walks
Excludes:  Drinks, conservation fee for Kruger

National Park, transport to/from Pafuri

Places are limited so book early.

Contact Tania at Wilderness Safaris on taniaj@wilderness.co.za or 011-257-5109

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

IRISH BISHOPS TARGET ISRAEL

DUBLIN - A group of Irish bishops questioned the country's ties with Israel, whose
policies they said have turned the Gaza Strip into a "large prison".

The Associated Press reported that the Irish Commission for Justice and Social
Affairs, which advises Ireland's top Catholic clerics on social issues, cited restrictions
Israel imposes on Palestinian travel and family reunification.

"Where there is evidence of systematic abuse of human rights on a large scale,
as in the occupied territories, there are questions that must be asked concerning
the appropriateness of maintaining close business, cultural and commercial links
with Israel," said commission chairman Raymond Field, the bishop of Dublin.

(JTA)
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Giving youth (15 - 2b) the

to interview and make personal

connections with Holocaust
sSurvivors

Giving Holocaust survivors the

to educate by sharing their stories

with the next generation

For information call:
076 422 3487

E-mail: info@beyadeinu.co.za
Website: www.beyadeinu.co.za
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ARTS MATTERS

COMPILED BY ROBYN
SASSEN
Call 084-319-7844 or
info@frodo.co.za at
least one week prior to
publication

Apartheid Museum, Crown
Mines: “Gauge”, by Philip
Napier. Until March 30. (011)
309-4700.

Civic Theatre, Braamfon-
tein: SA Ballet Theatre per-
forms “Romeo and Juliet”,
until March 18. In the People’s
Theatre, “Alice in Wonder-
land” until April 10. In the
Tesson, the Actors’ Centre
performs “Much Ado About
Nothing”, until March 17.
(011) 877-6800.

Liberty Theatre on the Squ-
are, Sandton: Dawn Lindberg
directs Esmeralda Bihl, Lizz
Meiring and Anne Powers in
“The Good Body”, until March
31. (011) 883-8606.

Market, Newtown: In the
Barney Simon, “The Suitcase”,
until March 4. “Pieter-Dirk
Eish” in the main theatre,
until March 17. (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, “Stressed to Kill”
with Alan Committie, until
March 31. The musical “Hair”
in the Main Theatre from
March 9. (011) 511-1988.

Standard Bank Gallery,
Johannesburg: Santu Mofo-
keng’s “Invoice” and David
Lurie’s “Table Mountain”,
until 17 March 17. (011) 631-
1889.

State Theatre, Pretoria: In
the Opera, “Giselle” and
“Swan Lake” by St Petersburg
Ballet. Until March 16.
(012) 392-4278.

Theatre on the Bay, Cape
Town: Hazel Feldman’s pro-
duction of “Menopause the
Musical”, with Judy Ditch-
field, Ilse Klink, Lisa Melman
and Kate Normington, until
March 3. (021) 438-3300.

University of Johannesburg
Theatre, Auckland Park:
On March 3 and 4, the FNB
Dance Umbrella features
works by Gladys Agulhas and
Musa Hlatshwayo. On March 5
and 6, there is a mixed bill of
well-known contemporary
practitioners. On March 9 and
10, works by Via Katlehong
and Back to Hip Hop, Sylvia
Glasser, Sifiso Kweyama and
Gilbert Douglas. (011) 482-4140.

Wits University Theatre
Complex: At the Wits
Theatre on March 4, the FNB
Dance Umbrella features a
mixed bill of young choreog-
raphers, and on March 5 and
6, work by Pascal Montrouge.
In the Amphitheatre on
March 7 and 8, work by
Deborah Hay and Deidre
Wood, and in the Downstairs
Theatre on March 7 and 8,
work by Moeketsi Koena,
Sello Pesa and Hlengiwe
Lushaba. (011) 482-4140.

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

There is more to Nadya's ‘haiku
simplicity’ than meets the eye

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

THE JAPANESE haiku rests on
condensing complicated, rich
ideas into just 17 syllables.
Award-winning set designer
Nadya Cohen tends to communi-
cate in something akin to haiku -
short understated sentences rep-
resenting lots of mileage in
thoughtfulness.

This is reflected in the visual
language characteristic of her
work. If you look carefully at the
set of “The Suitcase” currently
on at the Market, you will notice
it’s not as simple as it may seem.

Cohen’s visual language is
characterised by her deep empa-
thy with a play she’s been com-
missioned to design for, and her
learnt skills of sensitivity to
essence.

Her task is to evoke a play’s
reality. You, in the audience, may
be subliminally aware of the set;
it can jar the whole play if it is ill
thought through, or unintention-
ally anachronistic, even in its
subtlest detail.

When I visited the set of “The
Suitcase”, just before its opening
in Johannesburg, the straight-
backed chair had had one of its
joints reinforced with a bright
new steel plate. This immediately
troubled the reading of the set.

The pieces of wood comprising
the handmade furniture, are

intentionally humble and
down-at-heel. The charac-
ters represented in the play
would not have had the
wherewithal to repair a
chair in this way. By opening
night, this was resolved.
Hand embroidered images
of plants adorn the table-
cloth, which has been
stained to give it a sense of
humble history. The bedding
is handmade, with close
attention to how a coir mat-
tress, rolled and unrolled
each day, looks. Household
items were bought second
hand, or loaned from
Nadya’s mother’s home.
“The Suitcase” is a tender
love story infiltrated with

horror and poverty. It hap-  Nadya Cohen with her dog, Binks.

pens in an informal settle-
ment near Durban. Cohen’s chal-
lenge in designing this set was to
balance the sense of tenderness
within an understanding of the
harshness in which it exists.

“It takes time for things to set-
tle. You don’t notice things until
you need to.”

Together with her wire-haired
terrier, she takes long walks, vis-
iting sites which tease her into
understanding context. In re-
searching for “The Suitcase”,
Cohen walked through informal
settlements.

“There is abject poverty, but

profound house pride articulated
in the small attention to detail.”

Two levels are represented in
“The Suitcase”. Lambrequins
(short decorative hangings for a
shelf edge or a window pelmet)
define the set: a “small shelf”,
made of newspaper and repre-
senting the intimacy of domestic-
ity; and a “sky shelf”, made of
plastic bags, representing the
outside world.

“Set design is not a job for me,
itis an extension of all that I am.”

Cohen, the daughter of a civil
engineer, took several years to

find direction. The smell of
freshly mixed concrete was
always creatively evocative
for her. Her passion rested in
the exploded view of things,
rather than their outside
structure.

She dabbled in architec-
ture, then graphic design and
BA but time spent climbing
mine dumps cleared her sen-
sibilities. She then read for an
honours degree in theatre
design at the Wimbledon
School of Art in England,
under director-designer Rich-
ard Negri. “He taught me the
value of reduced essences of
meaning.”

After graduating, she
returned to South Africa and
worked in the SABC’s design
department.

From the early 1980s, she
began freelancing; and has
designed for more than 45 pro-
ductions, including “Fall of the
House of Usher”, “Kafka
Dances”, “Kindertransport” and
“Nongogo”.

She won Vita awards for her
sets for Reza De Wet’'s “Nag
Generaal” and Clare Stopford’s
“Scenes from an Execution” and
more recently a Naledi for Irene
Stephanou’s “Acropolis Café”.

This year, she is again a Naledi
finalist for Best Theatre Set
Design, for “The Suitcase”.

A fresh, new message on the ramp in a box

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

JOHANNESBURG-BASED fashion de-
signer Lisa Jaffe exhibited at the Design
Indaba Expo held at the Cape Town
International Convention Centre last
weekend - but hers was no ordinary fash-
ion show. Instead of the usual bored-
looking models strutting the ramp, Jaffe,
who designs under the label “Minx”, felt
that it was far more important for the
public to get a sense of what informs her
creations.

The Design Indaba Expo is an annual
event intended to showcase the best of
South African design, including the
fields of architecture, art, fashion and
jewellery, among others. It is also intend-
ed to serve the purpose of expanding the
export market for South African goods
through exposure to international buy-
ers at a special trade session.

This is Jaffe’s first foray into this
arena. A designer for the past two-and-a-
half years, she received her diploma in
fashion design at the Natal Technikon.

She is part of the “Confluence Four”, a
group of designers who are “a bit tired of
normal, standard shows” and try to give
a “strong” message akin to political and
social commentary.

“We also like to place the clothes in dif-
ferent contexts, not just on ramps,” she
said in an interview just prior to the
Indaba, labelling the concept as a “per-
formance piece”.

“This time (at the Indaba) we’re show-
ing in a box, which is meant to reflect
looking into apartments - quite a
voyeuristic look at things.”

Performance pieces were to be present-
ed in a box divided into four parts, with
each one lighting up as the spotlight falls
on the particular designer.

This format, which she employed at the
last SA Fashion Week, was in fact consid-
ered “edgy” even by the standards of the

avant-garde fashion establishment.

As far as her design philosophy goes,
Jaffe says she is “very into shape, form,
proportion, dimensions, structure, con-
striction and flow, volume, fabrics doing
things that you wouldn’t expect them to
do - putting them under strain, for
instance, pleating, gathering, putting a
lot of buttons in strange places to catch
the fabric.”

“Flattering”, “very soft” and “very,
very comfortable” are also bywords with
“almost track-suit type material” being
used for couture dresses.

“It’s a strange combination of very
structured, but also flowing in strange
places. I look for grey areas in most
things, hoping to find the spaces in
between.”

She is also fascinated by beauty and
femininity and “who informs what beau-
ty is and why it is canonised. I'm looking
at beauty throughout the ages starting
from Venus to Mary to Saartjie
Baartman to a Victorian woman to pop
icon Madonna to a futuristic woman and
saying: ‘Who’s responsible for creating
her?

“I’m looking at things like corsets, foot
binding - I'm not even showing clothes.
I’ve had wire corsets and bustles and
breasts made and I've embellished them
with laces and pearls - I'm basically talk-
ing about what women have gone
through throughout the ages and how
they’ve been constructed.”

Jaffe prefers to let the viewer in on
what has inspired her designs. “I’'d
rather convey an idea through fashion
because I find it more powerful than put-
ting on my latest winter collection which
will be in the shops,” she says.

“I’d rather make the consumer think a
little bit.”

She has already had exposure to the
overseas market with a four-page spread
of her designs in the latest issue of
Italian fashion magazine Collezioni.

A design from “Minx” by Lisa Jaffe that appeared in
Italian fashion magazine Co//ez/oni.
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FELDMAN
ON FILM

Peter Feldman

Notes on a Scandal

Cast: Judi Dench, Cate Blanchett,
Andrew Simpson, Bill Nighy
Director: Richard Eyre

“Notes on a Scandal” gives us a
Judi Dench rarely seen before.

This “Fatal Attraction” for the
art house crowd allows the bril-
liance of Dench to shine through
every frame as a manipulating and
spiteful spinster whose obsession
with a younger, female colleague at
the school at which she teaches
takes control of her life.

Barbara Covett (Dench), discov-
ers that the new art teacher, Sheba
Hart (Cate Blanchett) is having an
incendiary affair with one of her
students. So she spins a cunning
web to entrap her. One character
describes her as a vampire, as she
sucks the life out of people.

Through her acerbic diary,
which becomes the voice-over to
this psychological thriller, Barbara
unveils a cunning plot; one that
soon dispels her grandmotherly
image.

Patrick Maber’s screenplay, from
Z0€ Heller’s novel, is distinguished
by its uncommon literacy. This
aspect, plus an evocative Philip
Glass score, contributes to the
film’s enchantment.

The two women produce superb
performances, and they are well
served by a supporting cast that
includes Bill Nighy, as Sheba’s
older husband, who is funny yet
can be rude and angry.

Finally, although the film does
not condone sex between an adult
and a minor, the point it makes is
that the minor might not be as
innocent a victim as he appears.

Music and Lyrics

Cast: Hugh Grant, Drew
Barrymore, Brad Garrett,
Campbell Scott
Director: Marc Lawrence

Hugh Grant plays a pop star of a
‘80s Wham-type group trying to
resuscitate his flagging career, a
role that stretches the imagination
somewhat.

The Marc Lawrence comedy,
however, is partially saved by a
bubbly Drew Barrymore, as the
beguilingly quirky plant lady,
Sophia, whose gift for writing
lyrics helps Alex to pen a hit song
for a teen pop diva’s new album.

Watching the raffish Grant in a
recording studio or his camp per-
formance on stage doesn’t quite
work in the credibility department.

Also, the romance between him
and Barrymore tries for lift-off, but
the chemistry simply fails to fire
up.

The music, though, is ‘80s fun
pop and the film attempts to show
what happens to ageing pop stars
still clinging to past fame.

Big Brad Garrett, of “Everybody
Loves Raymond” TV fame, is his
over-loud business manager and
friend, and a cute blonde, Haley
Bennett, plays the pop tartlet as a
Britney Spears clone, complete
with skimpy outfits and erotic
dance routines.

“Music and Lyrics” doesn’t quite
hit the right note. It is supposed to
be a romantic comedy, but is far too
mechanical and contrived.

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

Structurally brilliant, but a discomtfiting read

Imposture by Benjamin Markovits
(Faber & Faber, R159,95)

REVIEWED BY GWEN PODBREY

WHEN A spurned and angry Lady
Caroline Lamb famously declared
George Gordon, Lord Byron to be
“mad, bad and dangerous to
know”, she displayed remarkable
foresight.

The poet who enthralled a gener-
ation of Englishmen and women -
as well as many further afield, in
Italy, Belgium and, of course,
Greece, where he eventually met
his untimely end - occupied an
unparalleled niche in the
European imagination.

The genius of his writing
inspired only one half of this fame:
the rest came from his political ide-
alism, his striking good looks, his
reputation as a roué, his distaste
for convention and the aura of sex-
ual scandal which surrounded him
throughout his 36 years.

That this sexuality was in fact
ambivalent - including lovers of
both genders, and of various ages -
was kept well hidden, at least dur-
ing his lifetime. In an era when
homosexuality was a capital
offence in England and bisexuality
an unheard of aberration, Byron’s
carnal predilections (which includ-
ed incest) would have shocked even
his most ardent fans.

And these were many: from
women relishing the erotic passion
of his poetry to fellow writers, daz-
zled by his eloquence, to ordinary
individuals who gasped enviously
at his exploits. His own nature was
the blueprint for the tradition of
defiant, melancholy, anti-social
Byronic heroes who would later
evolve into the cult of “poetes mau-
dits”.

In the inclement summer of 1816,
Byron holidayed in a villa over-
looking Lake Geneva together with
his personal physician, John
Polidori, as well as Percy and Mary
Shelley. When rain set in, making
it impossible to go out, Byron pro-
posed that they seek diversion by
each composing a ghost story.
Mary Shelley produced a master-
piece, “Frankenstein”, and Polidori
- whose aspirations to writing were
usually scorned by the others -
penned a tale called “The

Vampyre”, which app-
eared anonymously
three years later,
when Henry Colburn

featured it in his New BE!
MARKOVITS

Monthly Magazine.

The erotic morbidi-
ty of the work suggest-
ed it was by Byron -
and, on this basis, it
sold 5 000 copies on the
day of publication.
Byron’s publisher denied the
rumour, but the association per-
sisted - and it is at this point that
Markovits launches his novel.

Having been dismissed by
Byron, Polidori - an embittered
22-year-old haunted by failure,
both professionally and person-
ally - passes his work off as his
former employer’s and enjoys
the vicarious thrill of literary
success.

In the course of a visit to the
publisher, he encounters Eliza
Esmond, an equally unhappy
young woman, who - assuming
Polidori to be none other than the
legendary Byron himself - begins
weaving a very similar web of
deception regarding her own
identity, in order to attract him.

The ruse works: Polidori - titil-
lated by the girl’s attention - not
only becomes increasingly adept
as a poseur, but allows her to
deceive her family and sacrifice
her honour for the sake of a liai-
son with him.

Trapped in the drudgery of
servitude, engulfed in the mean-
nesses of a rigid class system
which can never recognise her
worth, the affair is an orgy of
immolation which she considers
well worth the risk: if she is con-
demned to notoriety as a result,
at least she will have the memory
of Byron’s touch with which to
endure it.

For Polidori, still smarting
from Byron’s rejection, the guilt
of imposture may gnaw at his
conscience, but not nearly as
strongly as the heady thrill of
assuming the confident mantle of
the poet.

“He knew by now (he had
learned it from Byron) that one
needs a pose, a posture, to get
what one wants.”

The memory of the lord - even

MNIAMIN

at his most spiteful and
capricious - chafes at his
own incomplete man-
hood and obsesses him,
until it all but devours
him; thus Byron’s image
remains within him, a
contemptuous onlooker
to his every effort.

Wrestling with his
own motives, Polidori
cannot unravel the
skeins which - at some point -
destined Byron for immortality,
and himself for mediocrity.

“As if nothing he could do or
think would ever tally again with
the deeds or thoughts of others;
as if, like a vampyre, he was
doomed to take nourishment not
from what was healthy and natu-
ral in the intercourse of men, but
from their blood; as if he could
live only at the terrible cost of the
lives around him.”

The brilliance of the novel’s
structure, and the keenness of
Markovits’ insights, are undeni-
able; yet it is an immensely dis-
comfiting read, even for a work of
Gothic dimensions. The chill and
austerity of the writing (whether
intentional or not) reduce the

book’s characters to pathological
specimens.

Markovits’ style - sometimes so
clipped as to be telegraphic -
thrusts dozens of rapid, repug-
nant keyholes at the reader, who
must somehow peer through all
of them to find a lasting focus.

More disturbing is the depic-
tion of Byron himself. However
unsavoury his sexual appetites,
however dissipated his lifestyle,
however doggedly he pursued
(and eventually achieved) extinc-
tion from his self-loathing, his
literary and ideological stature
easily resist the tarnish of con-
temporary novelists, and his
vision still soars far above recon-
structions which seek to cheapen
him.

The creator of Childe Harold
could not have been this sterile,
this bitchy, this vainglorious.

Ultimately, Markovits’ subject
is neither Byron nor those who
clung to his coat-tails: it is the
hypocritical social age in which
they battled to breathe - and
dream - freely. In exploring these
constraints, the novel is com-
pelling, but as bleak and brutal
as the English frost.

Terence McCaw, seascape.
On our March 3rd sale
Wstimate R20 000 - R30 000

russell
auctioneers

where everything goes

WANTED * WANTED *« WANTED
DON'T SELL IT! AUCTION IT!

If you are spring cleaning, moving,
emigrating or have a deceased estate;

we are looking for antiques,
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artwork, appliances, household items,
computers, chandoliers, light fittings,
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Personalised service o Contact us to join our dafta base
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©083 675 8468 Orka@global.co.za
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Disclaimer

The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to
be expressed. Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily

reflect the views of the editor, staff or directors

of the Jewish Report

Guidelines for letters

Letters up to 400 words will get preference. Please provide your full first name and surname,
place of residence, and a daytime contact number. We do not publish letters under noms de
plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or shortened.

Taking up Alan Swerdlow’s lament

IT WAS good to read Alan Swerdlow’s
comments on the decline of serious the-
atre in South Africa (SAJR, February
23). I have felt the same thing for many
years, particularly once “protest” the-
atre ran the roost.

We had our “protest” theatre too, what
with Adam Leslie’s brilliant revues and
those of the late Robert Kirby (the latter
in the long defunct Brian Brooke
Theatre.)

As a student and later, I recall such
offerings as “The Lady’s Not for
Burning” (YMCA),”Waiting for Godot”,
plays by Jean Genet and Cocteau (such
as “The Bald Soprano”) and an excellent
production in 1962 of “The Mikado”, fea-
turing Webster Booth at the Alexander.
As late as 1995 the Alexander put on

“Dark Outsider” (PACT) by Anthony
Akerman, about Roy Campbell and his
brilliant circle of friends.

What offerings can compare with
these today? We have indeed deteriorat-
ed in our standards. Wits University
used to offer the classical languages -
Hebrew, Latin and Greek. Where are
they now?

We banish our culture at our peril. As
Sir Quiller-Couch reminds us: Antiquam
exquisite matrem - seek back the ancient
mother. We keep ourselves, he says, pure
and strong by bathing in those native
Mediterranean springs,

Peter A Onesta
Fairwood
Johannesburg

Please explain these customs

WHAT IS this habit Orthodox shuls have
of pressuring men to make resolutions for
the week or for Adar or on Simchat Torah
after being called up for an aliyah?

I understand the rabbis mean no harm
and want us to grow in our observance
and it is all for the good, etc but what if
somebody is a visitor to a particular
shul, especially a first-time visitor and
thus unaware that they might get an
aliyah.

What if you mention you’ll attend a
shiur by a rabbi from another shul? Why
are baal teshuvas not informed of this at
the outset?

Also, why do some people who have

stage fright pressurise others to give what
frummies call “vorts” at their dinner
tables but they themselves will not?

Not everybody is educated in the reli-
gion and many can’t read Hebrew and
why are specific individuals being target-
ed whereas others who are, say, wealthier
don’t have to and why are certain individ-
uals entitled to be embarrassed publicly?

Could anybody please explain the situa-
tion, should one expect this when visiting
a shul one has never visited or when one
wants to join shul generally?

Dovid ben Menachem Mendel
Johannesburg

Beware our spiritual enemy

THE JEWISH people are well aware of how,
over the centuries, our physical enemies have
attempted to annihilate us right up to the
present day, with Iran leading the way.

But as big a danger is the spiritual enemy,
in the form of evangelism and messianism
such as Jews for Jesus, who teach that Jesus
is the living Torah!

I have listened to audiotapes that espouse
the messianic propaganda (recorded at cer-
tain churches in the northern suburbs of
Cape Town), and what is noticeable is that
only the New Testament is quoted, with mes-
sianic songs being sung in Hebrew, nogal.

Do our religious leaders realise the threat
that is being faced? And what is their plan of
action, if any? I realise that “Jews for
Judaism “ are trying, but they need all the

help they can get, maybe from the Jewish
youth movements?

Nowadays, if one asks Jews what is the
most serious threat to the Jewish community,
the likely answer is “anti-Semitism”. But it is
not true. The greatest threat to a Jewish
future is apathy and lack of Jewish knowl-
edge, lack of inspiration and education.

Because if we do not realise that it is amaz-
ing and fantastic to be Jewish, then organisa-
tions like Jews for Jesus will slowly under-
mine the Jewish people much more effective-
ly than anti-Semitism would and could.

Unfortunately this movement is spreading
its insidious message in Israel too.

Bennie Katzman
Oranjezicht, Cape Town

Preserving our Jewish cultural heritage

ALTHOUGH some are making commendable
efforts, there are definite unfilled gaps in the
sphere of Jewish cultural heritage preserva-
tion (and promotion) in South Africa.

The SAJBD regards itself as having a
rather limited role to play and sees much as
falling within the domain of the Jewish
Museum in Cape Town.

This institution, however, answers to a
major donor and not the general community
and while doing some things, it is definitely
not covering all bases. I understand that
many cultural objects previously donated by
community members and salvaged from the
Holocaust, lie unseen in a storeroom in Cape
Town.

The present location of some items previ-

ously held by the community is uncertain.
Imaginative projects have been suggested by
members of the public but at the moment
these (suggestions) lie fallow.

All this points to a “deficit situation” which
will result in the loss of some of our heritage
unless effective remedial action is taken with-
out delay.

I would suggest the formation of a national
organisation or committee charged with her-
itage preservation and funding allocations
from the major communal funds. All of this
should be subject to open scrutiny and moni-
toring.

Anthony Pamm
Camps Bay, Cape Town
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PROPERTIES

FAIRE FUND

Shoval Grofman Real Estate
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IN RESPONSE to a letter by Dr. Ashton
Emery (SAJR February 13 2007), sug-
gesting that “concessions, not threats,
are needed” to be made towards the PA,
since its Hamas government came to
power by winning an overall majority in
free and fair elections, I would like to
remind the writer, and everyone else, of
a few facts.

Democracy is a Greek invention, and
therefore the mentality of some soci-
eties (such as those who have the same
culture and customs as Greeks, fought
on the same side as Greeks in wars, etc)
is more mature for being aware of the

The Editor, Suite 175, Postnet X10039, Randburg, 2125 email: carro@global.co.za

Democracy is Greek to some

democratic prospect (despite any propa-
ganda which suggests otherwise), while
other societies do not seem to be aware
of the fact that there are consequences
for what one does, votes for, etc.

The fact is that Israel’s former prime
minister, Ariel Sharon, ordered the pull-
out of Jewish settlements in the Gaza
Strip, in order to demonstrate that he
was willing, on behalf of Israel, to make
some concessions sometimes, on the
assumption that the other side would
make some concessions of its own.

It was the Palestinians who voted for
fanatics and warmongers, and therefore

More SA-Israeli tennis connections

JACK MILNER is to be congratulated on
his article connecting Israeli tennis star
Shahar Peer to the windy city of Port
Elizabeth. His writing demonstrates
that he is a master in the Jewish sport of
Jewish geography - a sport wherein by
delving deep enough one can find a con-
nection to anything and anyone Jewish
in South Africa.

However, if he had delved a little deep-
er he would find more South African-
Israeli tennis connections.

The very foundations of Israel’s ten-
nis successes was laid by a South

African. A Johannesburg dentist Ian
Froman (called “Rabbi” Froman in
Gordon Forbes’s book Too Soon To
Panic) brought tennis to the Israeli
masses.

Ian built tennis centres throughout
the length and breadth of Israel, thus
introducing the game to Israeli young-
sters, taking them off the streets, teach-
ing them a worthwhile sporting skill
and his centres also brought other life
skills to the Kkids.

Israel’s tennis is now reaping the ben-
efit of Froman’s endeavours. Ian played

Looking for SAJR back copies

THE LIBRARY at Beyachad has tried for
some years to find replacement copies
for the following 2002 issues of SA
Jewish Report, which unfortunately
went missing.

4, 11, 25 January; 22, 29 March; 5, 26

April; 3, 24 May; 5, 12, 19 July; 9, 23
August; 6 September; 4, 18 October; 8, 15
November; 6, 13, 20, 27 December.

If any of your readers can help us find
these issues, we will be able to complete
and bind an otherwise perfect set. We

it is they who should face the conse-
quences. One may also ask, why is it the
Palestinians who “deserve” (according
to some) any sympathy when they are
faced with the results of their “demo-
cratic choice”, and not the Austrians for
example, after Austria’s Freedom Party
was included in the government (which
in my opinion was Austria’s right to
include that party in its government), or
while Serbia is threatened, time and
again, with sanctions, whenever it
makes what I consider rational demo-
cratic choices.

Avner Eliyahu Romm
Sea Point, Cape Town

Wimbledon in his youth where he
acquitted himself admirably. At present
he is on a golfing holiday in South
Africa.

Another South African connection
exists: Eric Samson, the South African
global industrialist and philanthropist,
played more than a major role in the
establishment of the Jerusalem Tennis
Centre. Incidentally, he played first
team rugby at fullback while at
Parktown Boys’ High in Johannesburg.

Match point!

Irving Lissoos
Johannesburg

will gladly call for these issues.

Please telephone Norma Shulman,
librarian at (011) 645-2500 or e-mail
library@beyachad.co.za

Prof R Musiker
Library Consultant
Beyachad

— Advertorial

Own your own
‘Second Home
in Israell

YOUR “SECOND Home" is the Number 1 property deal
in Israel: your own deluxe, beautifully appointed, fully-
serviced one-bedroom apartment in a brand-new build-
ing set in the lush green gardens and sprawling lawns of
Kfar Maccabiah.

Kfar Maccabiah is Israel’s premier business and leisure
complex, superbly located in Ramat Gan at the heart of
the Dan region, just minutes away from central Tel Aviv
and highways to Jerusalem, Ra’anana, Herzliya and
Haifa.

Your apartment comes fully furnished and equipped
with balcony, living room, bedroom, luxury en suite-bath-
room and dining area. We lock your kitchenette and gen-
erous storage space when you're not in residence.

No, it's not a timeshare! Your apartment is listed in
your name in Israel’s Property Register (Tabu). You can
use it any time you, your family or guests are in Israel;
when you're not in residence, your apartment becomes
available for rental to Kfar Maccabiah Hotel guests. You
even earn a share of the rental income.

Your “Second Home" is the ideal hasslefree solution
for frequent visitors to Israel. You pay no municipal tax or
maintenance charges, and you enjoy all the advantages
of Kfar Maccabiah: 24/7 security and ample parking,
discounted restaurant and hotel services, business
lounge, state-of-the-art communications, gym, tennis
courts, spa, indoor and outdoor swimming pools.

Currently under construction and on target for opening
in mid-2008, the “Second Home" is a seven-storey, 124
apartment building.

It's a very secure deal. Owned by Maccabi World
Union, organisers of the famous Maccabich Games, the
22-acre Kfar Maccabiah Hotel, Convention and Sports
Centre complex was established 50 years ago. Israel’s
largest banks offer you a 60 per cent mortgage with your
apartment as security. Apartments start at $220 000.

* Project managers, Yoram Eyal and Amir Peled will
meet you at Beyachad at 18:00 on March 15.

~

Sccond Home in

| T |

Your Private Apartment at Kfar Maccabiah
Full Ownership * Best Investment - No Maintenance « Great Location

We take care of you and your apartment when you are in Israel and we look after your apartment when you are away!

Welcome to Kfar Maccabiah - Your 2nd Home in Israel
Settle in our exclusive Hotel & Events Center Complex, located in Ramat Gan, spread over 22

Halag

S

acres of lush green gardens. Enjoy our smimming pools, fitness center, aerobics facilities and

tennis courts.

. . . Relax, enjoy yourself! We’ll take care of all the rest!
Only a few minutes from downtown Tel-Aviv and the sea shore, within easy driving distance
to Jerusalem and Haifa. We offer a variety of fully-furnished and equipped luxury units, now

under construction at Kfar Maccabiah,
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This is not a Timeshare, It's a true Home away from Home

Your apartment is 100% your property, registered under your name, for use by you, your family

or your guests whenever you want.

Imagine: your own private space in Israel and all the facilities Kfar Maccabiah offers. We take
care of everything; no hassle and high cost of maintaining an apartment, maintenance fees,
city taxes or other expenses, When you are not in Israel, your unit is rented to Kfar Maccabiah

hotel guests; you share part of that income and we do all the rest!

Owning a “Second Home in Israel” private luxury unit is the optimal solution
for part time living, for frequent visitors, for you, your family and your guests.

COME MEET THE PROJECT MANAGERS FROM ISRAEL:
BEYACHAD, Elray St. 2, Readene, Johannesburg

For Hebrew speakers
Tuesday, March 13 20(

For English speakers
)7, 6 pm hursday, March 15 2007, 6 pm

I Bedroom
apartment
with balcany

al

. "4 s
Neeond Ilnnu@sm [srael

www.2nd-home.co.il

For R.S.V.P. and more details pl'ease contact: Phone: 011-645-2557 Cell phone from 10.3.07: 083-9570488 E-mail: maccabisa@beyachad.co.za
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Michael Bagraim,
National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

MOCK WEDDINGS, good-natured enter-
tainments for worthy causes, were a popular
way of fundraising a generation or so ago.
The concept is being revived to great effect
in Cape Town, the beneficiaries in this case
being the Cape Jewish Seniors Association.

For my sins, I have been selected as the
“bride”, Daisy, (another past Cape Council

Loads of Mock Wedding fun

chairman, Philip Krawitz, is one of the
“bridesmaids”). We all gather for twice-week-
ly rehearsals, which are proving to be the
greatest of fun as well as a wonderful bond-
ing experience for all concerned. We have not
even had to advertise the event.

Despite the high price of seats, tickets have
been sold out well in advance. The dinner
itself has generously been sponsored by Eric
Samson, so overall costs will be minimal.

We are very much looking forward to what
promises to be a memorable and above all
enjoyable event. We are hopeful that its suc-
cess will go a long way towards establishing a

capital trust that will ensure the continua-
tion of the beneficiary and all the excellent
worKk it is doing.

The Cape Jewish Seniors Association, like
all the many outstanding Jewish communal
institutions in the country, was created by
caring and far-sighted members of the
Jewish community who saw a need for its
particular services.

In this case, it has been to cater for elderly
and often lonely members of the Cape Town
Jewish community through providing a
social environment, educational and cultur-
al programmes and entertainment. This has

oAl 3
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its counterparts in other parts of the coun-
try.

In Johannesburg, for example, we have
Jewish Community Services’ outstanding
“Second Innings” programme, among oth-
ers.

Direct involvement in charitable enter-
prises brings with it many rewards that the
act of merely writing out a cheque, extreme-
ly meritorious as this undoubtedly is, does
not.

Charitable works bring us together as a
community, fostering strong interpersonal
bonds that are becoming harder to maintain
in a society so increasingly dominated by
electronic forms of communication.

It may sound like a cliché, but one gen-
uinely does end up getting back as much, if
not more, than what one put in, this in addi-
tion to performing the great mitzvah having
helped fellow Jews in need.

I would like to strongly recommend to
each and every member of our community
who is not yet involved in volunteer work, to
adopt a charity of his or her choice and
become actively involved with it.

Through this practical implementation of
the precept “V’Ahavta ’Reyacha Kamocha”
- love your neighbour as you love yourself -
we can all contribute towards strengthening
the bonds that hold our Jewish community
together.

NEWS IN BRIEF

KOREAN AUTHOR TO REVISE
ANTI-SEMITIC TEXTS

SEOUL - The author of a South Korean
educational series has said he would
change chapters on Jews that were criti-
cised as anti-Semitic, but said the stereo-
types were accurate.

"The Jews are the invisible force that
controls the US," Lee Won-bok, a Seoul
university professor, told The Associated
Press. "I wrote the chapter to let people
know that you can't understand the US
without knowing the Jewish community."

The publication, in comic book format,
is part of a series titled Distant Countries
and Neighbouring Countries designed to
teach Korean students about other
nations.

Since its 1987 publication it has sold
more than 10 million copies in Korea, a
country with 48 million people. One car-
toon depicts a newspaper, magazine, radio
and TV set with the caption: "In a word,
American public debate belongs to the
Jews".

The book also indirectly blames the
Jews for the September 11 terrorist
attacks and claims that Korean-
Americans are hardworking "but in the
end, always run into the wall called the
Jews".

Lee said he was not anti-Semitic and
that his assertions about the Jews were
"commonly believed", but that he would
remove or change the passages, the AP
reported. (JTA)

'SANHEDRIN' LEADER ARRESTED

JERUSALEM - A leader of a hard-line
Orthodox rabbinical forum in Israel has
been arrested on suspicion of inciting vio-
lence.

Rabbi Yisrael Ariel of the self-styled
"Sanhedrin" was taken into custody on
suspicion of issuing an edict that
described Maj Gen Yair Naveh, chief of
Israeli forces in the West Bank, as a
"moser", or "betrayer or Jews", after
Naveh issued restraining orders against
far-right settlers.

Under strict Orthodox law, a moser can
be Killed for endangering Jewish life.

Israel Radio quoted associates of Ariel
as saying that the authorities were con-
ducting a witch-hunt and that the rabbi
had acted within the parameters of reli-
gious teachings. (JTA)
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YOUTH TALK

Ask SAUJS the secret
about a party

STORY BY ROMY SALANT
PHOTOGRAPHS BY LARA GREENBERG

ON ARRIVING at Observatory Golf Club in
Linksfield, we parked our cars and were
whisked off by shuttle service to a secret
location for the first SAUJS house party
ever.

The venue, an elaborate house on
Linksfield Ridge, created a relaxed and sce-
nic atmosphere to set the tone for the night
ahead. People mingled, danced and even
rapped to their own tune.

Everyone seemed to have enjoyed the
event. As Danny Seeff exclaimed: “This is
the sickest party ever, it’s definitely worth
the money spent!”

We chatted the night away and refreshed
ourselves with mixers as the night turned
into a blur of good music and friendly peo-
ple.

Lara Greenberg jewishreport@yahoo.com

SAUJS national chairman, Candice
Rakusin and vice-chairman Mark Broido.

David Orkin, Gidon Alter and Jared Chait
enjoying the SAUJS secret party.

Chatting it up, Dean Hack and llana
Berman.

Hadracha seminar: Netzer
faces promising year

VERED MARGALIT

HADRACHA - leadership - is a core value
of Netzer. It’s more than just teaching
skills; it’s about empowerment and per-
sonal growth.

Perhaps this is why Hadracha seminar
is always a highlight of our year - and 2007
was no exception. Our annual leadership
seminar took place this past weekend.

This year we ran two separate seminars
- one in Gauteng and one in Cape Town.
Both seminars were run by experienced
members of the national mazkirut and
mishlachat.

We worked closely with strong junior
madrichim during to weekend to build up
an enthusiastic foundation of leadership

for the year. To this end, we had stimu-
lating programmes on everything from
hadracha “how-to” (such as programme
planning and presentation skills) to
challenging Jewish texts.

We blended this in-depth approach to
leadership and learning with a healthy
and good sense of fun - Pieter Dirk Uys
helped us out here.

Of course, Netzer activity is never in a
vacuum. We enjoyed contributing to,
and being enriched by the community.
Special thanks go to the Alexander fam-
ily for going out of their way to support
us.

With such a positive start to the year,
we wish our upcoming and important
leadership good luck.




