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Young Cycalive riders en route from Johannesburg to Durban after six gruelling days and nearly 700 kilometres on the road. Cycalive 
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Self-sacrifice

SHABBAT TIMES PARSHA OF THE WEEK
23 March/4 Nisan

24 March/5 Nisan

Please note that these are the

latest times for candle-lighting.

Starts Ends

17:58 18:46 Johannesburg

18:00 19:26 Cape Town

17:46 18:35 Durban

18:06 18:54 Bloemfontein

18:00 18:58 Port Elizabeth

17:59 18:48 East London

Parshat Vayikra

NOT ONLY animal rights groups
have difficulty with this week’s
parsha. Many, if not most people
in our modern era have a problem
with the whole concept of animal
sacrifice, which is a major theme
of the third book of the Torah,
Leviticus. 

But I have no wish to enter into
a rationalisation of biblical moral-
ity. The second verse in the book
lends itself to some interesting
homiletic interpretation, which
makes it quite clear that the
Torah’s focus on sacrifice is not so
much on the animal on the altar
as on the owner who is offering it.

Adam ki yakriv mikem korbon -
when a man will bring an offering
from among you to G-d, from the
animals, from the cattle or from
the flock shall you bring your
offering. 

Now, clearly, the language here
is rather strained. In fact, most
translators have edited the text to
read more smoothly - when a man
among you will bring an offering,
clearly an improvement in the
flow of the verse.

Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi,
in his classic Likutei Torah,

Parshat
Vayikra
Rabbi Yossy Goldman

Sydenham-Highlands

North Shul

uals may behave like a goring bull,
trampling on everyone and every-
thing in its way. He is the prover-
bial bull in a china closet, stomp-
ing, aggressive, bullying, domi-
neering, and utterly insensitive to
people’s feelings.

Others might be like the flock -
the meek, little lamb that timidly
follows the crowd. She has no opin-
ion of her own; whatever the last
person she spoke to said becomes
her opinion for the moment. She
has no backbone, no sense of self
or self-respect. She stays with the
flock at all costs lest she be labelled
a “black sheep”.

Still others might be moody and
temperamental, changing colours
and character traits from day to
day. One minute they might be like
the raging bull and the next the
docile lamb.

So the Torah teaches us to be
Adam, a human being of human -
indeed G-dly - character. Be a man
not an ox, a lady not a lamb. Be a
mensch, behave like a mature,
refined person not like a vilde
chaya. Examine your own beha-
vioural tendencies; check out your
inner feelings and dispositions. 

Are you satisfied with yourself
as a human being? Are those
around you happy, or do you inti-
midate them with your temper

insists, however, that the Torah’s
syntax is deliberate. When a man
will bring an offering, ie he will
want to come closer to G-d - the
Hebrew word korbon has in it the
root of korov to come close - then he
must know that mikem korbon, the
offering must come from you, from
the animal within you. 

Every one of us possesses ani-
malistic tendencies and these must
be consumed on the altar of G-d.
We are obliged to slay our inner
animal and humanise ourselves by
working on developing our charac-
ter traits until the beast within us
has been neutralised - and better
yet - sanctified. 

What exactly does this mean?
The verse continues, from the cattle
or from the flock shall you bring
your offering. Cattle - some individ-

tantrums? Are you mature and
mild-mannered or do you suffer
from road rage? 

Searching our souls and our
inner psyches for unacceptable
behaviours and then doing some-
thing about it is what we mean
when we say to bring the animal
up on the altar of sacrifice. It is
the animal within each of us. The
true and ultimate sacrifice is the
sacrificing of self.

LAUREN OSHRY
DURBAN
PHOTOGRAPH: YOSSI SILBERHAFT

AFTER SIX gruelling days and
nearly 700 kilometres on the road, a
sweaty jumble of cyclists glided
into the square in front of
Durban’s City Hall last week. 

The 50 grade 11 learners from
Torah Academy, Moletsane High
School, and Pace College in
Soweto, formed the 2007 contingent
of the Cycalive campaign, cycling
in relay from Johannesburg to
Durban.

Cycalive aims to promote leader-
ship and camaraderie through
common goals, and to build bridges
between young South Africans and
their respective communities in a
spirit of adventure, personal chal-
lenge and self-confidence. 

The initiative was pioneered by
Torah Academy in 1998, and has

since become an annual affair
organised largely by the learners
themselves, developing leadership
skills that will no doubt benefit
them as individuals as well as the
country as a whole. 

Guest speaker at the launch in
Johannesburg was Nachi Men-
delow, who was one of the original
grade 11 learners who spearheaded
the initiative 10 years ago. This is
therefore the 10th campaign and it
really has come, so to speak, full
cycle. 

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan, dean of
Torah Academy and mover behind
Cycalive, reflected on the long jour-
ney they have collectively trav-
elled, and the even longer one they
still have in front of them.

“It seemed impossible! How can
we possibly cycle to Durban? But
then, when we broke it down into
smaller, more attainable goals, and
when we drew on our base of help
and guidance, we realised that it is
attainable.”

In sport as in life, Rabbi Hazdan
impressed, if you surrounded
yourself with support systems and
divided your dreams into attain-

able goals, you could achieve the
seemingly impossible. 

The event may be over for this
year, but the campaign is ongoing.
“We’re in this for the long haul,”
says Rabbi Hazdan. “South Africa
has so much potential. A positive
focus is so meaningful and impor-
tant.”

At a celebratory braai at the
Durban Jewish Centre that night,
chairman of the Council of
KwaZulu-Natal Jewry, Mary Kluk,
welcomed the cyclists and Rabbi
Pinchas Zekry of the Durban
United Hebrew Congregation
praised the participants’ dedica-
tion and effort. 

“May the Almighty bless you and
your efforts, and may He bless the
ideas of this great country,” he
said. And then, around the glowing
coals, a group of Jews and non-
Jews sat and sang Heveinu Shalom
Aleichem. 

Cycalive - in the spirit of a common destiny

Advertisements and editorial copy from 

outside sources do not neccessarily reflect 

the views of the editors and staff.

Cycalive adventure builds 

camaraderie through mutual goals.
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NYU study abroad student Michael Cavayero, in Prague on March 15, 2007, is typical of

many Jewish students studying abroad - he says without an invitation, most students

from abroad are unlikely to show up alone at a Passover meal with people they don’t

know. (Credit: Dinah A. Spritzer/JTA)

Looking for a Seder in Prague
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AUSCHWITZ BOOK WINS

IRISH AWARDS

DUBLIN - A children's book
about the relationship in
Auschwitz between a young
inmate and the comman-
dant's son, has won two
prizes at the Irish Book
Awards. 

John Boyne's The Boy in
the Striped Pyjamas won chil-
dren's book of the year and a
people's choice award after
spending 40 weeks at No 1 on
the Irish bestseller list. 

It has been nominated for
numerous prizes in the United
Kingdom, United States and
Italy. 

The novel tells the story of
Bruno, the young son of Aus-
chwitz's new commandant,
who escapes loneliness by
befriending Shmuel across
the wire in the camp. The
book has been a major global
success for Boyne, who also
has written four works of
adult literary fiction, none of
which has approached the
popularity of his children's
story. 

The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas has been translated
into 24 languages, including
Hebrew. Miramax is sche-
duled to start shooting the
film version in Budapest in
April. (JTA)

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

IN JEWISH law, there was no
obligation to prolong a life of pur-
gatory, but neither could one has-
ten its end, even by one second,
said Rabbi Gidon Fox, spiritual
leader of the Pretoria Hebrew
Congregation, addressing the
topic “Live and let die - can we be
kinder than G-d?” at a gathering
held under the auspices of
Nechama. 

Rabbi Fox is a specialist in mar-
riage and relationship coun-
selling and has a particular inter-
est in medical ethics.

He prefaced his remarks on
issues surrounding death by say-
ing: “I would hate you to go away
with the notion that the Torah is
devoid of emotion towards people
who are undergoing the experi-
ence. Each case has to be dealt
with and viewed on its own merits
and demerits,” he stressed. 

Dealing with the question of
terminating a life of purgatory,
where there was no so-called
“quality of life” or the possibility
thereof, Rabbi Fox referred to the
Shulchan Aruch. He said life was
considered absolute and there
was no qualitative evaluation of it
in Jewish law.

“The act of termination of life,
even one second early, is murder
and is therefore not allowed,” he
said. This includes a prohibition
on doing anything proactive in
order to terminate life. 

However, it is permissible to
remove that which prevents a per-
son from dying, as long as it is not
attached to his body. 

Dealing with the question of
prolonging life, Rabbi Fox said
there was no obligation to prolong
a “tormented” life. “In fact, (lead-
ing halachic authority) Rabbi
Moshe Feinstein goes so far as to
say we’re prohibited from doing
so,” he noted.

Describing defibrillation and
life-support as falling into the ca-
tegory of “heroics”, Rabbi Fox
said they did not necessarily have
to be resorted to. “But, hydration,
nutrition and oxygen have to be
given regardless - this is not nego-
tiable.

“A hundred years ago, this was
not an option as there was no
intravenous feeding, but the
moment G-d gives us a technolo-
gy, we have a duty to use it in
these categories,” he said.

Patient autonomy was not
unequivocal, he added. One could
write a “living will”, but it should
direct those concerned to consult
a competent rabbi for guidance. 

In the case of a terminal patient
developing a secondary infection,
was there an obligation to treat
the latter? “One authority says
‘yes’, but one cannot contribute to
the pain of the patient. 

“If he can take medication oral-
ly or in a drip, that is fine. If you
have to give an injection and it’s
going to be uncomfortable, you
don’t have to.”

In the case of giving morphine
for pain control, increasing the
dose may lead to heart failure, he
said. “The (Jewish) law is that you
can do it because the motivation
is to ease discomfort, even if it is a
factor that may contribute to the
patient’s death.”

Rabbi Fox spoke of the pressure

sometimes put on families by doc-
tors because of lack of resources.
“They may say: ‘He’s 95, he’s had
a good innings’,” whereas there
may be a stranger of 20 outside
waiting for treatment.

“The family feels guilty whatev-
er they decide - whether it’s in
terms of the stranger or prolong-
ing the life of their ill father.
When they invest authority in
Torah law they’re liberated be-
cause they’ve removed the trau-
ma of having to deal with it.”

Conceding that this could be
problematic as doctors did not
“like being told how to practise”
by a rabbi, if the person was cog-
nisant of the situation, they did
understand, he said. 

Replying to a doctor in the audi-
ence who asked when it was per-
missible to switch off life-sup-

port, Rabbi Fox said there was no
short answer to this “very prob-
lematic” situation. In Israel, life-
support machines had enough
power and oxygen to last for 24
hours.

In secular law, if there was no
response from the brain, one
could take a patient off life-sup-
port. In Jewish law, however, one
was not permitted to do the tests
necessary to determine this and
to disconnect a patient would be
regarded as murder. 

If after the 24 hours there was
no spontaneous respiration for 30
seconds, the patient could be con-
sidered dead and one did not have
to put them back on the machine.
If there was respiration, one had
to put them back on, but each case
would be decided on its own mer-
its, he stressed.

Medical ethics and euthenasia

Nechama director Pauline Sevitz, Rabbi Gidon Fox and Dr Stan Ress

at the lecture on medical ethics delivered by Rabbi Fox.
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Taken from their families, these young 

captive Israeli soldiers are denied the most

basic of human rights as enshrined in the

Geneva Convention. The Israel Foreign

Ministry is active in efforts to gain their

release on all levels . Neither Israel nor 

any other civilized, law abiding country

can accept this situation.

We at the South African Zionist Federation

are committed to ensuring that they are not

forgotten. 

Help us to help them. 

Be their voices, 

for their voices cannot be heard.   

Let us, the South African Jewish 

community, join hands and fight for their

return. Let us make a difference.  

Let us give them back their lives.   

Contact: (011) 645-2510/2

EHUD GOLDWASSER 

253 DAYS

ELDAD REGEV 

253 DAYS

GILAD SHALIT 

270 DAYS

ZACHARY BAUMEL 

9050 DAYS

YEHUDA KATZ 

9050 DAYS

TZVI FELDMAN 

9050 DAYS

GUY HEVER 

3504 DAYS

RON ARAD 

7462 DAYS

Lest We Forget
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SOCIAL SCENE

Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

JACK MILNER
PHOTOGRAPHS: JOE YUDELOWITZ

LAST WEDNESDAY night saw
one of the feature events on the
Jewish sporting calendar - the
Maccabi South Africa Sportsman
Of The Year Banquet - which took
place at the Sandton Shul Hall. 

It was -  as is the case every 
year - a glittering evening attend-
ed by a number of leading sport-
ing personalities, Maccabi offi-
cials past and present and promi-
nent members of the Jewish com-
munity. 

Three former Springboks fea-
tured prominently at the event -
one of the heroes of the 1995

A night when
(Jewish) sport

reigned supreme

Cheetahs Super 14 rugby coach Rassie Erasmus (left) and SA Football Association CEO Raymond Hack

(right), were probably both hoping for some divine inspiration from Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

Maccabi SA President Raymond Hack (left) stands

in for Investec’s Stephen Koseff, while Koseff in turn

stands in for Bernard Kantor. Both Koseff and

Kantor were honoured for their assistance to the

2005 SA Maccabiah team.

Maccabi Sportsman Of The Year runner-

up, golfer Stacy Bregman, with Maccabi

SA executive member and triathlete, Basil

Kletz.

Maccabi World Union President Jean

Futeran gives former Springbok lock Kobus

Wiese a few lessons on how to be a tough

guy.

A blast from the past: Two for-

mer Maccabi SA chairmen,

George Mendelssohn (left) and

Butch Blacher.

Maccabi SA chairman, Mervyn Tankelowitz

(left) recognises the participation of former

Springbok and Jewish Hall Of Famer, Wilf

Rosenberg. 

Maccabi SA treasurer (left) Jack Lurie presents the

Gerald Fox Humanitarian Award to Motty Sacks.

Former Springbok rugby captain Naas Botha receives a gift from

Maccabi SA Chairman Mervyn Tankelowitz.

Rugby World Cup, Kobus Wiese,
and Rassie Erasmus, who is now
coach of the Cheetahs Super 14
franchise. And also present was
Naas Botha, former Springbok
captain and one of the greatest
flyhalves this country has ever
produced. Erasmus was a loose-
forward of note while the bulky
Wiese was a lock who played
hard, but fair - someone who did-
n’t take any nonsense, or prison-
ers.

Canoeist Shaun Rubenstein was
named Sportsman Of The Year
while golfer Stacy Bregman was
the runner-up. 

See story page 24



A GROUP of young classical musicians,
ranging in age from 12 to 18, from the Beith
Shemesh Music Conservatory in Israel,
will be coming to South Africa for a one
night only performance in the Linder
Auditorium in Parktown, Johannesburg on
March 27.

They are brought to South Africa by the
IUA-UCF and Partnership 2000, together
with patrons of the evening, Ros and David
Sussman, who saw the group play in Israel
and were “blown away” by their perform-
ance. They will be accompanied by the

Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra
under the baton of Michael Hankinson.

The Conservatory has over 200 students
from all socio-economic and cultural back-
grounds. A media release from the IUA says
it has become a place where diverse groups
of children can experience learning togeth-
er, while building a foundation for future co-
operation and sustainability.

Among these talented musicians is violin-
ist Daniel Askarov, who is originally from
Stavropol, a small village in Russia. He made
aliyah at the age of two with his family. 
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Young Israeli musicians to
perform in Joburg concert

Fourteen-year-old Danny Askarov is one of the top violinists in Israel today.



LIONEL SLIER

THE SMALL hall at Beyachad was packed
well before the scheduled start of the meet-
ing, with many people still waiting to get in.
where well-known radio personality John
Perlman was to address WIZO’s monthly
meeting. It was therefore decided to move
the meeting to the larger hall next door.

Perlman was the presenter of AM Live
and the After 8 Debate on SAfm for more
than nine years, but he resigned recently
under, what many thought, were “unusual
but inevitable” circumstances related to
him on air contradicting SABC spokesman
Kaizer Kganyago when the latter pro-
claimed no blacklist existed of who were
allowed to take part in debates. During
question time Perlman said the “blacklist
issue” had not been resolved at the SABC.

Joyce Chodos of WIZO who introduced
Perlman, said Perlman’s resignation was a
tragedy for free speech in South Africa. 

Perlman initially avoided all references to
the controversy about the “blacklist” and
his own resignation. Instead he spoke about
two things that happened because of his
programme. In one, a young black matricu-
lant from Mpumalanga achieved seven dis-
tinctions in his final exams. He had no
money to continue with his education. The
broadcast was at 07:25. Forty minutes later
an engineering firm from Durban phoned
through with the offer of a bursary and a
job when he qualified.

The next story was about an 84-year-old
man, Patrick Chauke, who wrote and
passed his matric. An offer came in from
East London to finance his further studies.

“There is something about radio,” said
Perlman, “it is the immediate impact it
makes. For instance, I once interviewed
Jacob Zuma when he was deputy president
and he said he supported Zimbabwe. Later
that day the rand fell.”

Perlman confessed that the job had per-
sonal demands. He woke up every morning
at 04:00, had a cup of tea and watched BBC
or CNN. Somehow he had a filing system in
his head and he realised what he needed to
know.

“It’s amazing, radio goes out in silence
but in the studio itself it is produced in
noise with people rushing around, senior
producers’ voices coming through the ear-
phones; I myself am in contact with others;
studio guests are being shown to their
places... We were two floors underground
with no way of knowing what is going on
outside of us. In radio a minute is an incred-
ibly long time and it is amazing what you
can pack in.” 

Perlman paid tribute to Sally Burdett
(now of e.tv) who was his co-presenter
when he first started in 1998. The SABC had
Australian advisers because of the tenden-

cy for the organisation to be impressed by
people from abroad with long CVs and large
bills. The SABC took itself too seriously, he
contended. 

“One of the most important parts of AM
Live was the one hour debate every morn-
ing from 08:00 to 09:00. We felt that listeners
wanted to get involved and give their opin-
ions but I was at times perplexed by some of
the answers people gave. I am not always
sure that people can back up their beliefs.
However, we do not screen calls. 

“Then, how do we decide on topics? Some
that come to mind that we have had: Are we
right about Zimbabwe? Will food prices ever
come down? Who is the greater threat to
world peace, Bush or Saddam? Is Cape
Town a truly African city? Should fashion
advertising carry a health warning? 

“While talking about some of the good
things that happen, live radio can still be
extremely stressful. The phone lines can
drop, the lights can go off and we are in
pitch darkness two floors underground.”

Asked at question time whether he
thought the SABC was a mouthpiece for the
ANC, Perlman said: “No, I don’t think that
it is. There are differing views about the
economy, about HIV/Aids and on a whole
range of other subjects. Deep down, jour-
nalists don’t want to be just amplifiers.”

Another questioner asked whether the
SABC was anti-white. Perlman responded:
“I don’t think that anything that happened
to me had anything to do with my race. The
SABC in the old (National Party) days
would never have allowed a show like mine
to have taken place. It is not the same. 

“Now journalists have more space. The
SABC does want more black journalists but
it gives them virtually no training. They are
not told what to do or what is expected of
them.”

Answering a question about the errors in
pronunciation and different accents of the
broadcasters which some people find diffi-
cult to grasp, Perlman reiterated that it was
a question of training, but he said there was
a range of accents in South Africa and these
should be used. At one time people who had
northern accents or Scottish accents could
not get into the BBC, but that was no longer
the case.

Inevitably the name of Snuki Zikalala
(head of news and current affairs at the
SABC) came up during question time.
Perlman felt that if Snuki left it would make
no difference at the SABC. The systems and
circumstances that made the blacklisting
possible had not been addressed and would
only be dealt with when someone thought
there was a problem.

“I have been at the SABC for nine years,
one month and two days. I have had a long
working life and I have never had so much
fun, but it had to end.” 
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JERUSALEM - Israelis are split over
whether to negotiate with the
Palestinian Authority coalition govern-
ment, a poll has found. 

According to the survey in Monday's
Yediot Achronot, 40 per cent of Israelis
agree with their government's decision
to continue boycotting the Palestinian
Authority until its dominant faction
Hamas recognises the Jewish state and

renounces terrorism. 
An almost equal number, 39 per cent,

call for new talks with the Palestinian
Authority, though 17 per cent said the
contacts should be limited to Cabinet
ministers from the moderate Fatah fac-
tion. 

The poll had 517 respondents and a
margin of error of plus or minus 4,3 per-
centage points. (JTA)

ISRAELIS SPLIT ON PA CONTACTS

JERUSALEM - The conflict last summer
in Lebanon between Israel and
Hezbollah was a war, an Israeli commit-
tee has decided. 

The Ministerial Committee for Sym-
bols and Ceremonies arrived at the defi-
nition on Monday. The Jewish state
never officially declared war, and the 34
days of fighting were referred to since in
other terms, a fact political sources
attributed to Finance Ministry concerns
about the fiscal burdens that would

entail in terms of compensation payouts
to northern communities. 

However, following complaints from
parents of fallen Israeli soldiers, com-
mittee chairman Yaakov Edrey pro-
posed that the fighting be called a war
and given a name. 

The Committee for Symbols and
Ceremonies plans to co-ordinate the
choice of a name with a separate com-
mittee established by Defence Minister
Amir Peretz. (JTA)

ISRAEL: LEBANON CONFLICT WAS A WAR

Perlman: Eventually
the fun had to end...

RABBI ROBERT A Jacobs (pic-
tured) from Maryland, US, will join
Bet David in Morningside in
Sandton, in August this year. Bet
David’s management committee
invited Rabbi Jacobs to visit
Johannesburg in February. During
his stay he officiated at Shabbat
services, led various adult educa-
tion groups, interacted with young-
sters from the Religion School, and
attended a few of the community’s
tikkun olam projects in Alexandra
Township, among others.

Rabbi Jacobs was ordained at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion in 1975. He
read for his Masters in Hebrew
Letters at the same institute and
graduated with honours in 1973. He
was the recipient of the SS Wise
Prize for Academic Excellence.

Currently, Rabbi Jacobs works at the
Temple Adas Shalom-Harford Jewish
Centre in Havre de Grace, Maryland, and
has been there since 1998. Prior to this, he
worked for Danzansky-Goldberg Memorial
Chapels, Inc. in Rockville, Maryland; the
Centreville Area Jewish Community in
Centreville, Virginia; the Congregation
Agudas Achim in Livingston Manor, New
York; and was executive director at the Leo
Baeck Institute in New York.

He has focused on various areas of
Judaism including membership retention,
community empowerment, education op-
portunities, Jewish outreach and social
action. He has launched initiatives in syn-
agogue transformation and staffing; devel-
oped an adult parallel school programme;
and run a programme for parents on B’nei
Mitzvah preparation.

Rabbi Jacobs spent two six-week periods

with Temple Israel in Cape Town on
Sabbatical in 2005 and 2006 where he led
services, ran lifecycle events, interfaced
with leadership in and outside the Jewish
community, and participated in interna-
tional conferences and local interfaith
activities. These experiences in South
Africa encouraged him to explore other,
more long-term, opportunities in the coun-
try.

“I am happy to move on to a challenging,
exciting and creative phase of my rab-
binate rooted in partnership and co-opera-
tion that can incorporate the best of the
past into a blessed future,” says Rabbi
Jacobs. 

Says Desmond Sweke, Bet David’s chair-
man: “We have found a rabbi who seems to
be the perfect fit for the community. Not
only is Rabbi Jacobs an experienced and
well-rounded rabbi, but he is also extreme-
ly knowledgeable about Judaism and has
many accolades to his name.”

Bet David signs 
a new rabbi
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LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WITH A government commission of
inquiry into the war in Lebanon about to
issue its findings and challenges to his
leadership mounting, Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert is fighting for his political
life. 

The Winograd Commission’s interim
report on the war, due to be released in
the second half of April, could be equally
devastating for Defence Minister Amir
Peretz.

The report’s release seems certain to
intensify a struggle for national leader-
ship, with Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni
the frontrunner to take over as leader of
Olmert’s Kadima Party.

In addition, opposition Likud leader
Benjamin Netanyahu is challenging for
the premiership, and former Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and former Shin-
Bet head Ami Ayalon are threatening to
oust Peretz as Labour leader.

If Olmert fails to hold on to power - and
the smart money says he will have to go -
Livni or Netanyahu could emerge as
prime minister, with Barak or Ayalon as
the new defence minister.

The Winograd Commission was set up
last September in the wake of the Israeli
army’s poor showing in the war and ques-
tions that were raised about the nation’s
military and political leadership. 

At the time, Olmert withstood intense
public pressure to set up a state commis-
sion of inquiry whose members would
have been appointed by the Supreme
Court, which also would have drafted its
terms of reference. Instead, Olmert insist-
ed on a government commission of
inquiry whose members he appointed and
whose wide terms of reference he drafted.
Now it seems this ploy may not have been
enough to save his political career.

On March 13, the Winograd Com-
mission, stung by implications that it had
no teeth, took the unprecedented step for
a statutory panel of inquiry of issuing a
statement to the media: The interim
report it planned to release in April, it
said, would contain personal findings on

Olmert, Peretz and former Chief of Staff
Dan Halutz, who resigned in January fol-
lowing criticism of his wartime perform-
ance. In the media release, the commission
explained that it had divided its work into
three periods:

• The six years following Israel’s unilat-
eral withdrawal from Lebanon in May 2000
to the outbreak of hostilities in June last
year;

• The first six days of the war, from June
12, when Israeli soldiers Eldad Regev and
Ehud Goldwasser were kidnapped, to June
17, when  Olmert made it clear in a speech
to the Knesset that Israel viewed the fight-
ing as full-scale war.

• The final four weeks of the war.
The interim report in April will focus on

the first two periods and, according to the
commission, “will deal with the prime
minister’s, the defence minister’s and the
chief of staff’s responsibility for the deci-
sions leading to war and the way those
decisions were made.”

The fact that the commission did not
send out cautionary letters to Olmert or
any of the others, which is the usual prac-
tice when a government official or army
officer could be hurt by an inquiry’s find-
ings, led to much speculation.

“Does it mean that there are no findings
that will compel Olmert and the others to
hang up their hats? columnist Yoel Marcus
asked in Ha’aretz. “Or will the personal
conclusions suffice to make the public
throw all three to the lions?” 

The fact is, according to Attorney
General Menachem Mazuz, the commis-
sion cannot recommend the firing of the
prime minister who appointed it. But it
can create a public climate in which it will
be impossible for Olmert to carry on.

Writing in Yediot Achronot, political
analyst Sima Kadman observed that there
was “a pistol on the table”, and it would
“fire in mid-April”.

Olmert, however, does not intend to go
down without a fight. In an impassioned
speech to Kadima’s governing council two
days after the commission’s media release,
the prime minister declared that “even
though some people think this is the hunt-
ing season, I am sorry to disappoint my

critics, but I am here to go on leading and
working”.

Olmert’s biggest problem, though, is his
almost total loss of public support. In the
fight-back speech, he put his unpopularity
on the table but argued that, paradoxically,
it stemmed from the fact that he was work-
ing hard, making tough decisions and not
wasting time pandering to the people.

But no matter how eloquent the case he
makes, the numbers are against him. Polls
show that less than three per cent of
Israelis want him to stay in the top job, and
that with him at the helm, Kadima would
crash from its current 29 Knesset seats to
just seven or eight. From such a political
nadir, pundits say, there is no way back.

That means a lot of pressure building up
inside Kadima to replace Olmert with
someone who would have a better chance of
keeping the party in power. The frontrun-
ner is Livni, who has been quietly building
her power base in the party without overtly
challenging Olmert, but without giving him
any public support either.

But there is an interim scenario: 83-year-
old Shimon Peres as caretaker prime minis-
ter after Olmert for a few months until
Kadima sorts out its leadership roster.

According to the Kadima constitution,
anyone who becomes acting party leader in
the wake of the incumbent’s resignation
cannot run for permanent party leader.
And since Peres is the only top Kadima
politician who has no designs on the long-
term party leadership, he is being touted as
Olmert’s immediate but temporary succes-
sor.

Given Kadima’s current weakness, power
could shift from the party to Likud. The
Likud’s Netanyahu sees two avenues to the
premiership: a constructive vote of no-con-
fidence in which 61 legislators coalesce
around him as an alternative prime minis-
ter, or early elections.

For now he is making a bid to muster the
support of 61 legislators for a majority in
the Knesset.

With Livni, Peres and Netanyahu chomp-
ing at the bit, and Kadima in turmoil, the
pressure on Olmert to step down after the
Winograd Commission issues its report will
be enormous. (JTA)

Will Olmert survive the pressure?

LARA GREENBERG

DOMESTIC abuse was all-pervasive; it was
found “everywhere and anywhere” and
there was no class distinction, according to
Brenda Solarsh, a counsellor at Jewish
Community Services (JCS).

Giving the topic of domestic abuse a pub-
lic forum was the aim of Ohr Somayach
Ma’ayan Bina women’s seminary and JCS
during a morning seminar held recently.

Solarsh, who has been dealing with
domestic abuse issues in the Jewish com-
munity of Johannesburg for a number of
years, explained what abuse entailed, with
a focus on its effects on women.

She noted that abuse was found every-
where and anywhere and that in all cases,
some harm was involved. She added that it
usually took one form, but all of these
abuses - sexual, physical, psychological,
verbal or emotional - overlapped. 

She stressed that another important
thing to remember was that there was no
race, age, class or religion which was
exempt of abuse, and in South Africa one
in four women was expected to be abused
sometime in their lives.

Unfortunately there was no simple or
single explanation for abuse, but everyone
who has the ability to abuse people should
always be on guard not to slip into that
state.

When dealing with abuse it had to be
looked at on many different levels - build-
ing up the victims and teaching them how
to value themselves, while also helping the
abusers to deal with the frustration that
causes them to react in an abusive way.

“You don’t need to be the recipient of
abuse, but observers also have serious
effects,” she added.

Abuse by professionals was another seri-

ous and growing area of concern and it was
no longer good enough to merely say: “Be
careful who you go to.” People needed to go
to reputable professionals who were recom-
mended by trusted people.

Abuse is a phenomenon which exists in
ever community and every religion and the
Jewish community of Johannesburg was
not exempt with Jewish women being
abused not more, but as much as those in
other communities. 

However, she added that those abused in
the Jewish community usually took longer
to react against that abuse.

“People who abuse are often those who
would prefer not to,” said Solarsh, adding
that where before a very militant attitude
was taken towards abusers, they had
realised that abusers needed to be able to
come forward without shame so that they
could work on their issues.

In 1994 the Shalom Bayit organisation
was formed as a Jewish response to domes-
tic abuse. At the time, they could not find a
rabbi who would help them and stand up
and publicly talk about these issues. Over
the years a number of courses have been
held for rabbis in order to sensitise them to
the issues.

Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein, speak-
ing on “Women’s rights in the context of
Torah law”, stressed the importance of self-
esteem and self-worth, noting that this was
a foundation principle when it came to
one’s whole approach to life.

“Every person must say that the world
was created for me,” he said. This apprecia-
tion for self would ensure that one wouldn’t
allow another to do or say anything to one
that would hurt or harm them.

He added that when the world was creat-
ed, G-d created Adam and Eve as one per-
son first and then separated them. This, he

said, was a lesson in how people should act
around one another, because “we are all
brothers and sisters descendant from Adam
and Eve”.

In relationships between men and
women, both had to understand that they
were both created in the image of G-d and
were therefore equal. This however, often
caused “clashing sovereignties” with both
understanding that no-one had authority
over another, unless the Torah gave that
authority.

From a Jewish point of view the role of
women was very important, the proof of
this being when at the giving of the Torah,
women were commanded with the mitzvoth
before men showing that “if you don’t get
the women on board, then there is no
Torah”.

Rabbi Goldstein added that according to
halacha, if a man developed a condition
which made it unlivable for his wife - even
something like bad breath - the Beth Din
could force him to give her a divorce. If this
could be done for something as small as bad
breath, then how much more so in other
cases such as that of abuse.

Solarsh said that if people noticed that
their friends were cancelling a lot of
arrangements, showing up with unex-
plained bruises, displaying possessive per-
sonalities, or just displaying unusual con-
duct, it was important to speak to them.

She reiterated Rabbi Goldstein’s words
that the best way to protect oneself from
abuse was to have good self-esteem and a
high value of oneself, as well as being
assertive and cautious. 

And if, G-d forbid, anyone should find
themselves in an abusive situation “as soon
as possible, tell someone who you trust”.

• The Jewish Community Services’ emer-
gency telephone counselling and referral
service can be reached on (011) 321-0505 or
082-499-1010. Jewish Community Services
can be reached on (011) 532-9616.

Women abuse - the all-pervasive scourge

DOES IT matter what names are given to wars?
For the casualties and their bereaved parents,
there is no name that will bring them back. And
whether the war was won or lost will not be
altered by the name it is given. 

However, if the current argument in Israel
over what to call last year’s conflict with
Hezbollah in Lebanon is any indication, it clear-
ly does matter. For a start, there has been debate
over the very question of what it actually was -
a war, battle, operation, retaliatory raid, or
something else. This lack of clarity - unlike the
Six Day War for example - reflects the general
confusion and anger in Israel over its cause and
how it was conducted, and the generally acrimo-
nious political climate. 

After much hand-wringing, the government
has now officially declared it a war, which gives
it a certain national status legally and morally.

The Israeli populace is already colloquially
calling it the “Second Lebanon War” - a fairly
bland term which does not reflect the confusion
and ambiguity associated with it. But as if to
emphasise the gap between politicians and citi-
zenry, the panel set up by the government to
choose an approved name has considered vari-
ous more value-laden alternatives, including
War of the North, Peace for the North War, War
of the Captives and Operation Homeland
Defence. 

What it will ultimately be called by ordinary
people and historians, however, cannot be deter-
mined by government edict. 

What is crucial, however, is that the victims of
war must be able to identify emotionally with
the name of a war, with its “place in history”.

In South Africa, controversy has often been
caused recently by the naming and re-naming of
roads, airports, towns and regions - mostly at
the initiative of the ANC. The declared motiva-
tion has been to reflect more accurately the feel-
ings and history of the black majority and its
victory over white rule. Clearly, an element of
triumphalism also factors in - the victor gives
official names to things.

Resistance has come from some nervous
whites, for whom the continued existence of the
pre-1994 names reassured them that their histo-
ry and culture had a place in this country.
Names like Gauteng, Polokwane, Tshwane,
Mpumalanga, etc, evoke very different cultural
and political resonances compared to Jan
Smuts, Pretoria, Hendrik Verwoerd, etc. 

A plane from London coming in to land at O R
Tambo Airport connotes something different
from landing at Jan Smuts Airport or
Johannesburg International.

The Holocaust provokes its own dilemmas
about names. When UNESCO declared the site
of Auschwitz a UN cultural heritage site, it
called it the “Auschwitz Death Camp”. Last year
Poland requested that the name be changed to
“Former Nazi German Auschwitz-Birkenau
Death Camp”. The Poles wanted to persuade the
media from describing it as a “Polish death
camp”, which insulted many Poles because it
was run by Germany and what happened there
was of German design. Jewish organisations
supported Poland on this issue. 

Israel has had heated debates over the nam-
ing of the many wars in its history. Official
names approved by the government have often
not taken root, because of differing perceptions
of soldiers, bereaved parents, politicians and
historians. 

In 1948 David Ben-Gurion set the official
name of the War of Independence as “War of
Komemiyut” - a grandiose, poetic term for
“independence”. However the public remem-
bered it as the “War of Atzma’ut” - a more pro-
saic word, also meaning “independence” - as if
to say we should be careful about describing
war too poetically. 

There was less dispute over naming the Six-
Day War and Yom Kippur War, which quickly
received their popular names. For these, the
government followed the popular line and made
those names official. 

In contrast to the positive, heroic connota-
tions imbedded in the names of the three Israeli
wars mentioned above, last year’s bungled war
against Hezbollah is unlikely to carry such 
resonances, no matter what the government
decides to call it. Sadly, given the current
Mideast reality, it is very unlikely we will be
able to call it “The Last War”.  

What’s in a name?



IMMANUEL SUTTNER

IS JUDAISM only for Jews? Is the G-d of
Israel a tribal deity we keep to ourselves, or
is this G-d Melech Haolam veAdon kol
habriyot - ruler of the universe and a G-d
for all created beings?

Countless times I’ve heard Jews saying:
“Unlike Christianity or Islam, we don’t go
out and try and convert people.” And this is
said with a certain smug satisfaction - I
know, because I’ve said it myself. Indeed, it
may well be a matter for pride that Judaism
is not marketed in the manipulative ways
that evangelical Christianity and Islam
have been.   

But nothing is good or bad, but thinking
makes it so, and Judaism’s absence from
the marketplace can also be seen as a weak-
ness, a lack of confidence that the product
we have really is of universal value.

Is it true that Judaism has never wel-
comed converts? The short answer is no.
Like every other feature of Judaism, the
aversion to converts is a historical develop-
ment, most probably an internalisation of
the prohibitions to seek converts imposed
on Jews by hostile Islamic and Christian
rulers. And, in an over-compensation akin
to an abused child who tries to please the
abusing parent, not only did we stop seek-
ing converts, we began to actively repel
them. 

We turned what began as a coerced exit
from the marketplace of religions into an
aloof standoffishness, and then called this
standoffishness a virtue. 

The historian Salo Baron noted that the
number of Jews grew from 150 000 in 586
BCE to more than eight million by the first
century CE. A plausible thesis which
explains this huge growth is that Jews
actively sought large numbers of converts.  

This thesis is supported not just by the
inexplicable growth in Jewish numbers,
but also by the hostile comments of con-
temporary Greek, Roman, and early
Christian authors about Jewish attempts to
win converts. According to Baron, by the
beginning of the Christian era, 10 per cent
of the Roman Empire was Jewish. 

But, along with the collapse of Jewish
sovereignty in 70 CE, came the end of
Jewish efforts to win converts. The collec-
tive loss of Jewish self-confidence ex-
pressed itself as an unwillingness to re-
enter the fray and compete; Jews turned
inward and have largely remained so.

We see this particularistic paradigm in
operation in our own small community,
where multiple organisations compete to
sell their brands of Judaism to the tiny
market of other Jews - instead of proffering
these to the 43 million people who live just
beyond the borders of the ghetto.  

There are many good reasons for return-
ing to an active welcoming of converts. And
yet we persist in doing exactly the opposite.
Gary Tobin, president of the Institute for
Jewish & Community Research, recently
wrote: “Jews continue to be so afraid of
decline that we have created... institutional
responses which act as self-fulfilling
prophecies that ensure that decline.”

Tobin mentions this in an article about
intermarriage. “‘Prevention’ of intermar-
riage,” he says, “is the primary ideology... of
the Jewish communal infrastructure.
‘Prevention’ is expressed ideologically
through rabbinic pronouncements that
Jews should only marry Jews and through
‘identity-building’ programmes. 

“The seemingly obsessional focus on
marrying within the faith (and the broader
obsessional focus on Jewish survival, as if
Jews and Jewish ideas are such fragile and
brittle creatures that, like endangered ani-
mals on the red list, they can only survive
with the aid of special breeding pro-
grammes, because they don’t stand a
chance in the rough and tumble out there)
hooks a minority of Jews, who are predis-
posed towards an identity based upon a
conservation paradigm. But this same fear-
based focus alienates many more, who 
finding nothing nurturing or life enhancing
in it.” 

Most Jews living in open societies want to
have the same opportunities as non-Jews.
Most SA Jews, for example, do not want to

go back to the early years of the previous
century, when Jewish immigration into
South Africa was restricted and Jews were
seen as undesirables. The “let’s-prevent-
intermarriage” strategy is failing because
of the inherent contradiction of simultane-
ously seeking to avoid being victims of prej-
udice, while passing blanket prohibitions
against marrying individuals who have
emerged from other faith traditions. 

“Many young Jews,” writes Tobin, “see
prevention as an ideological hypocrisy in an
open and free society.” 

Tobin suggests that interfaith marriages
should be seen as an opportunity rather
than a problem, and every non-Jewish
spouse as a potential Jew. “The Jewish com-
munity could... vigorously promote conver-
sion to Judaism. Those who marry non-
Jews are not defectors; ...they are bridge
builders.... If we shifted (our focus) to proac-
tive conversion, we could be a growing pop-
ulation instead of a stagnant one.” 

Welcoming new blood also makes sense in
terms of the ongoing battle against Jew
hatred. 

Jewish communal institutions spend
huge amounts of time and energy trying to
moderate the way Jews are perceived by
non-Jews. Almost every country where
Jews live has representative bodies who
seek to combat anti-Semitism. Whether this
produces conclusive results is debatable.

Because Jews are such a tiny minority,
people in most countries rarely encounter a
living breathing Jew. Their knowledge of
Jews comes from the representations of
Jews they are exposed to - in their religious
traditions, and popular culture. 

In both cases, these representations are
often negative. Perhaps time and energy
might be better spent increasing the
chances that they will learn about Jews first
hand - from Jews. It’s not purely a numbers
game, but certainly the old adage - “there’s
safety in numbers” - is not entirely false
either. 

China can perpetrate almost any human
rights violation and be subject to only cos-
metic criticism, whereas Israel cannot even
sneeze without being censured by an end-
less list of international bodies. And we, to
some extent, have chosen this, by choosing
over and over again to remain a minority.

There are many people who have been left
out in the cold by the vacuous inanities of
consumer culture, and are hungry for com-
munity, for meaning, for ceremony and tra-
dition - all of which Judaism is able to sup-
ply in great quantities. 

Imagine, just for a moment, that some of
the energy used for the endless task of
responding to anti-Semitism was diverted
towards attracting unaffiliated people to
one or other Jewish denomination. 

Just imagine if all the interfaith spouses
(more than a million in the US and Canada,
hundreds of thousands in the UK, France,
Argentina, South Africa, Australia and else-
where) were warmly embraced by their
local Jewish communities.  

Imagine if the children of such marriages
chose to formalise some sort of commit-
ment to Jewish life and community. This
would bring the worldwide Jewish popula-
tion to around 18 million, or to pre-
Holocaust levels. 

Imagine if there were 30 million Jews in
the world by 2030, and double that by the
turn of the next century. There could be
countries where Jews were no longer a tiny
fraction, but a substantial chunk of those
countries’ population - with exactly the kind
of impact on policies and attitudes Muslims
are currently wielding throughout Europe. 

There might even be a second or third
Jewish state somewhere in the world which
could, together with Israel, (assuming Israel
hasn’t self-destructed by then), form a nas-
cent “Jewish bloc” in international bodies,
to oppose the hijacking of these bodies by
countries and organisations with anti-
Semitic agendas.  

Says Tobin: “Christians, Muslims, Scien-
tologists and pretty much everyone else,
welcome newcomers... If we do not open the
gates, we will be part of history, but not an
important part of the future.”

Immanuel Suttner is a writer and filmmaker. 

Welcoming strangers
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

Twenty years ago, Judi Dadon, together with
her former husband David, established the
Belmont kosher restaurant, the first of its kind
in Cape Town.  The wheel has now turned full
circle as she plans to operate a restaurant for
Pesach at the same venue this year.

Dadon, a "frum" Jew and mother of four,
says she is "proud of my Jewishness. Being
Jewish is not a disadvantage. Being kosher is
not a 'Pardon me but I can't eat out', 'Pardon
me but I've got to eat second-rate food'," she
says.  "Being Jewish is being part of a select
few chosen people; we must act accordingly
and we deserve the best." 

In line with this philosophy, the Sea Point

venue will be "luxuriously" appointed, she
says, with "beautiful" chairs and tablecloths. 

Another motivating factor is her desire to
add to the ever-increasing "Yiddishkeit" in
Cape Town.  Trained by Ina Paarman, Dadon
describes her sixth restaurant venture as "a
special club" that will be restricted to 60 peo-
ple. "You are going to be pampered and
you're going to be given the best food
because you can get the best food."

The eight meals that will be provided, include
the two sedorim, Friday night Shabbos dinner,
Shabbos lunch and lunch and dinner on the last
two days of Yomtov. Each meal will be sold
individually. Requirements for other meals will
be sold by weight as takeaways. Should there,
however, be a demand for further meals at the
venue, she will be happy to oblige.

Advertorial

Top-class Pesach fare in CT
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Apartheid Museum, Crown
Mines: “Gauge”, by Philip
Napier. Until March 30. (011)
309-4700.

Civic Theatre, Braamfon-
tein: “Soweto Story”, a new
musical, directed by Genna
Lewis with an all-local cast,
starts  March 27 in the Nelson
Mandela. In the People’s
Theatre, “Alice in Wonderland”
until April 10. (011) 877-6800. 

Goodman Gallery, Rose-
bank: New paintings by Robert
Hodgins. Until April 14. (011)
788-1113.

Johannesburg Art Gallery,
Joubert Park: Mid-career re-
trospective by Roger Ballen,
until April 29. The artist con-
ducts a walkabout on March 25.
(011) 725-3130.

King David Victory Park,
Victory Park: “Back to the
80s” a musical starring Joseph
Gerassi, Renos Spanoudes,
Lara Wittels and over 50 learn-
ers. Until March 29. (011) 446-
7860.

Liberty Theatre on the
Square, Sandton: Dawn
Lindberg directs Esmeralda
Bihl, Lizz Meiring and Anne
Powers in “The Good Body”,
until March 31. (011) 883-8606.

Market, Newtown: In the
Main Theatre, “Shirley, Good-
ness and Mercy” by Chris van
Wyk, directed by Janice
Honeyman, starring Zane Meas
until May 13. In the Laager
“Flipping the Script”, directed
by Bobby Rodwell, April 1- May
6. (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, “Stressed to Kill”
with Alan Committie, until
March 31. The hippie musical
“Hair” in the Main Theatre
until May 20. (011) 511-1988.

National Children’s Theatre,
Parktown: “Charlotte’s Web”,
directed by Joyce Levinsohn,
until April 21. (011) 484-1584.

Rabbi Cyril Harris Com-
munity Centre, Oaklands: A
tribute to artist Sidney Gold-
blatt (1919-1979), until March
28. On March 25, Michael Coul-
son talks on the Renaissance of
Photography in South African
art. (011) 728-8088.

State Theatre, Pretoria: In
the Drama, “Passion of Argen-
tinean Tango”, performed by
Irina Zyrianova and 19 dancers,
to a live orchestra.  Until April
1. (011) 880-3099.

University of Johannesburg
Arts complex, Auckland
Park: In the Gallery, “Im-
pulse”, art from the Sanlam
Collection, reflecting on
Expressionist tendencies in SA
art-from Irma Stern to William
Kentridge, until April 21. (011)
489-2556.

Exhibition: Tribute to Sidney
Goldblatt (CRHCC, Oaklands. 
(011) 728-8088)
Until: March 28

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

IT IS the colour that gets to you.
Vivid in its intensity, vermilion
dominates many of the bold land-
scapes and semi-abstract paint-
ings on canvas by Sidney
Goldblatt (1919-1979). Here a
work offers a stunning counter-
poising of striking vermilion
with turquoise. 

Here we see an urban land-
scape evoked through strong
geometry, but unrecognisable in
its specifics. Yet, the works are
not only about colour and shape,
but manifest a deep empathy, a
sense of curiosity about their
subject matter and a powerful
command of linework.

Goldblatt is recognised by crit-
ics as having had the potential to
echo the success of Irma Stern.
Unashamed in his love of colour,
he takes his place among South
African painters working within
an Expressionist rubric. He died
suddenly at 60 and vanished from
the local art horizon, because
South Africa was at that point
deeply moored under a cultural
embargo. 

In opening the exhibition, his
widow Wendy commented that in
Sidney’s opinion an artist is still
a youngster at 60. Up to 75, he
could maybe be considered mid-
dle aged. And after 80, he was in
his maturity. 

This rings poignant given the
brevity of Sidney’s life. He held
more than 20 solo exhibitions
and travelled the world with his
art. He was tutored in Paris by
Ferdinand Legér and Andre
Lhôte; quirky influence of Swiss
artist Paul Klee is echoed in his
line work.

His CV reads like that of any of
the European modernists active
in the early 20th century. He was
influenced by African aesthetics,
and was drawn to cubism. He was
engaged by the idea of abstrac-
tion, but was not without social

conscience, making works deal-
ing with the horror of destruc-
tion in his reflections on District
Six in 1968 and the Yom Kippur
War in 1973. 

Sidney was a well-loved
teacher, offering clear insight
into the value of abstraction, to
his students. This exhibition
represents Wendy’s decision to
share the works with the public,
and to have framed the many
works which were adorning but
also malingering in her home. 

The show fills the Community

Centre beautifully. There are
over 30 oils on canvas, several
whimsical and fresh works in oil
on paper, as well as interestingly
developed linocuts on black
paper where the image is
reversed out and experiments
with the ink’s viscosity and
colour give them life. 

These works on paper are
unfortunately not shown to their
best facility, in a standing folder,
open to visitors paging through
them, and handling the uncov-
ered prints.

The exhibition is complement-
ed with ceramics by Wendy.
While in some respects this
detracts from the focus of the
exhibition, in others, it offers a
sense of the collaborative spirit
between Wendy and Sidney
Goldblatt. Wendy’s work is clean
and crisp in its realisation.
Sidney’s is bodacious in its pres-
ence.  Together, they offer a
sense of balance, bringing
together different emotionally
powerful voices and yielding a
rewarding art experience.

Vivid colours and deep empathy -
that’s Sidney Goldblatt

The Wind That Shakes the Barley

Cast: Cillian Murphy, Pádraic Delaney,
Liam Cunningham, Orla Fitzgerald,

Laurence Barry, Damian Kearney
Director: Ken Loach

The Wind That Shakes the Barley is a gritty,
emotion-laden and powerfully authentic
film about the English-Irish conflict.

This is a thorny subject, but celebrated
director Ken Loach and screenwriter Paul
Laverty, combine their considerable skills
to produce a film that manages to find the
beating heart of a story that could easily
have degenerated into an impersonal study
of social institutions.

The many characters who parade before
us are not merely mouthpieces advancing a
social agenda; they are flesh and blood enti-
ties who add strength to the often bloody
proceedings.

This passionate film follows the shocking
journey of Damien (Cillian Murphy), a
young doctor in small-town 1920 Ireland,
who together with his activist brother,
Teddy (Pádraic Delaney), begins a move-
ment to resist the indignities and violence
inflicted by the British military. 

As their movement gains momentum, the

British retaliate in vicious ways, eventually
blackmailing the entire populace into vot-
ing in favour of a treaty. And as the oppos-
ing Irish Republican Army grows, the situ-
ation becomes increasingly ugly. 

Cillian Murphy’s idealistic character is a
strong one who fervently believes that jus-
tice will prevail, even in the face of
unspeakable atrocities. 

Loach and Laverty don’t really establish
the context; they just toss us right into the
middle of hell as they tell the story from the
perspective of one sensitive man. It’s com-
pelling cinema.

Because I Said So

Cast: Diane Keaton, Mandy Moore, Gabriel
Macht, Tom Everett Scott, Lauren Graham,

Piper Perabo, Stephen Collins
Director: Michael Lehmann

Good roles for mature women are hard to
come by in Hollywood, so when screen vet-
eran Diane Keaton is given something to get
her teeth into she really makes a meal of it.

At times she becomes so driven and fre-
netic that the character begins to jar, but at
least for most of this romantic comedy
Diane Keaton is ditzy and quite funny.

She portrays a single mother, Daphne
Wilder, who only wants the best for her
three daughters. They have grown up well,
but this irritating mother remains single-
minded in her intent to find a suitable man
for her youngest, Milly (Mandy Moore) -
even if it means placing an online advert. 

Because I Said So adopts such a formula-
ic approach to matters of the heart that we
know how things will eventually turn out
in the end.

The two men vying for Milly are a suc-
cessful architect Jason (Tom Everett
Scott), who pleases mother, and Johnny
(Gabriel Macht), a handsome musician
with an uncontrollable child, who pleases
Milly.

Steven Collins plays Johnny’s father who
falls for Daphne’s charms.

Because I Said So has its moments and
will certainly connect in some quarters.

FELDMAN ON
FILM 
Peter Feldman

“Sunset with Horses and Man”, oil on canvas.  (PHOTOGRAPH: SIMON GOLDBLATT)
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TAPESTRY

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

DINA KRAFT
TEL AVIV

“SOMETHING is rotten in the state
of Denmark,” an officer declares in a
Hebrew version of Hamlet, and the
Israeli audience shifts uncomfort-
ably in its seats. 

In this modern version of the
Shakespeare classic, the audience
and the actors are acutely aware of
how relevant the centuries-old tale
of corruption and tragedy feels at a
time of deep national malaise in
Israel because of several high-level
government scandals and questions
about how last summer’s war in
Lebanon was handled. 

Director Omri Nitzan compares
Hamlet’s indecision to the very ques-
tions the nation has faced since it
came into existence - for example,
whether or not to strike forcefully
and immediately at those who might
threaten the country or consider a
more cautious range of responses
while weighing the moral conse-
quences of any action. 

“Whether it’s good to be left or
right, it’s the Israeli question,”
Nitzan said. “The answer is not
clear, but the question is there.
That’s what makes Shakespeare so
realistic - he’s a modern writer con-
cerned with the human drama. It
crosses the barriers of time and of
language, in our case from English
to Hebrew.” 

Nitzan said the production was
very Israeli in its nature with its
frenzied tempo, emotional pull and
political sensitivity.

The Cameri Theatre of Tel Aviv is
bringing its production of Hamlet,
now in its second year of sold-out
performances, to the American
stage for the first time in early
March. It will be performed at the
Shakespeare in Washington Festival
following several performances at
Shakespeare festivals in Europe. 

The British Plays International
Magazine described the production
as “undoubtedly the best thing the
Israeli theatre has seen in years”. 

Performed in modern dress
against the backdrop of rock and
other contemporary music, the pro-
duction fully involves its audience,
which takes in the play from long
rows alongside a stage set up like a
catwalk. Spectators sit in swivel
chairs to see the action, which sur-
rounds them from the main stage as
well as all sides of the theatre. 

In Washington, an English trans-
lation will appear on the walls. 

The Cameri decided to stage a con-
temporary Israeli version of Hamlet
more than two years ago, as the
country was preparing for the with-
drawal of Jewish settlements and
army troops from the Gaza Strip. At
the time there were fears the pullout
might lead to massive violence
between settlers and their support-
ers against security forces - fighting
that might even lurch into a civil
war. 

The conflict within one political
family that led to bloodshed and a
type of civil war on stage in
“Hamlet” inspired the theatre to
stage the production. 

Today the political landscape has
shifted and a wave of corruption
scandals is preoccupying the coun-
try.

The theme of corruption in the
play - moral and political - strikes a
salient, if different, chord for recent
audiences.

Hamlet deals with “the daily life of

a kingdom and the relationship of
the people towards the ruler, his
family and corruption”, said Noam
Semel, the director general of the
Cameri, Israel’s largest theatre with
nearly a million audience members
a year. 

“All of this is relevant to the issues
of our day. Corruption exists every-
where in political life,” he said. “It’s
not only typical in Israel, but Israel
should be proud that it is judging
and examining it.” 

The resignation of the Israeli
police chief last week after he was
implicated in an investigative report
about the suspicious police handling
of a case involving a notorious crime
family, came on the heels of the re-
signation of the head of the tax
authority, who is being probed for
influence peddling. 

Among others being looked at in
various corruption scandals is the
prime minister’s bureau manager
and the finance minister. Israelis
have been especially agog at possible

rape charges against President Moshe
Katsav.

Meanwhile, the former justice min-
ister, Haim Ramon, was found guilty
recently of kissing a young female sol-
dier against her will. 

The charismatic Itay Tiran, 27,
plays Hamlet and is described in a
review by Yediot Achronot as a “very
Israeli Hamlet”, a “kind of post-mod-
ern culture hero who seeks to eradi-
cate the mendacity of the sated and
corrupt kingdom, which mirrors our
own aggressive and self-righteous
society”. 

“The theatre is a vehicle of social
relevancy and for understanding,”
Semel said, describing the decision of
the Cameri to stage productions with
contemporary political and social
themes, such as Israeli-Palestinian
relations, as well as plays that grapple
with the memory of the Holocaust
and Israeli wars. 

The play begins with the audience
and the actors on stage rising for the
new king. A large framed photo of the
king is hung on the wall next to the
throne, looking very much like a cam-
paign poster or the type of official por-
trait that might hang in the Israeli
government offices of the prime min-
ister and president. 

Claudius, the king, is wearing a
white suit and is accompanied by his
new bride, the past and present
queen, Gertrude, in a white satin
dress and sunglasses. They are on
their way into a dance hall pounding
with disco music to celebrate their
wedding. 

Hamlet enters, tears staining his
cheeks. He refuses to enter the wed-
ding celebrations. 

“‘Tis an unweeded garden that
grows to seed,” Hamlet remarks. 

By the end of the play, the poisoned
king gags on the same microphone
from which he had offered rousing
patriotic speeches at the beginning of
the play, and the stage is littered with
dead bodies. 

“A war of brothers is disastrous.
You lose everything,” said Nitzan,
looking as depressed as Hamlet. (JTA)

Hebrew Hamlet strikes
a chord for Israelis

Itay Tiran as Hamlet in a Cameri

Theatre of Tel Aviv production.
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Disclaimer
The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to
be expressed. Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the editor, staff or directors of the Jewish Report

Guidelines for letters
Letters up to 400 words will get preference. Please provide your full first name and surname,
place of residence, and a daytime contact number. We do not publish letters under noms de
plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or shortened.

LETTERS The Editor, Suite 175, Postnet X10039, Randburg, 2125  email:  carro@global.co.za

Dennis Davis must practise what he preaches
I REFER to Dennis Davis’ column about his
stay in New York.

One can only be pleased that Mr Justice
Davis’ stay in the US has been so spiritually
and intellectually satisfying. Apparently he
is enjoying the company of those in New York
who share his approach to Judaism and
Israel.

May he return home mentally refreshed so
that he can continue to stimulate the local
Jewish community through his often
provocative and always informative column
in the SA Jewish Report.

However, as one of his “two favourite read-
ers” (the other being Ivor Davis) I would like
to suggest that he should try a little harder to
practise what he preaches: “We should do
what we demand of others - to recognise the
dignity of all and the inherent value of all
life,” (his SAJR column titled “To be able to
say ‘I’m sorry’”).

I hope that Mr Justice Davis extends those
sentiments to readers of his column who may
disagree with some of his opinions in the
future.

I, for one, agree with many of the ideas he
promotes - such as, for example, the two-state
solution, women’s positions in synagogues
and the “value of all life”. But I disagree with
his often insulting style of debate when he
seems to forget that he does not have a
monopoly on wisdom - especially when deal-
ing with Israel and the Middle East.  

(On the other hand, I suppose life probably

Show solidarity with Pollard
REGARDLESS of whether we agree with
(Jonathan) Pollard’s actions or not (he is
jailed in the US for spying for Israel), he is
still a Jew and I think it is important that
South African Jews join other Jews, whether
congregations, individual rabbis and organi-
sations who have signed the petitions on the
website and taken other actions for Pollard,
especially if South Africa claims to be such a
special and unique community. 

It is shocking to learn that nobody from
South Africa has contributed so maybe
somebody who reads this can give those of
us who would like to do something sugges-
tions as to what to do from here. 

Saying tehillim is good but what about more
of a group effort? I personally have difficulty
with hunger strikes and sometimes with fast-
ing. It is too far to call the White House as the
website suggests. 

The Pollard family does not endorse any civil
disobedience either, although one can under-
stand such action being taken. No money is
involved because a statement on the website
says they are not looking for money and do not
endorse any of the fundraisers and in fact warn
that some could possibly be fraudulent. 

Ricky Lomey
Johannesburg

Shame on SAJR editor
I AM dismayed and shocked at the three para-
graphs towards the end of your editorial about
human rights in which you equate Israel’s
defence of its citizens against the terrorism of
the suicide bombers with the actions of the
terrorists who attack Israeli citizens. 

You call the actions of both “human-rights
violations”. In doing so, you side with anti-
Semites who always talk about the cycle of
violence, giving equal blame to Israel and to
the terrorists who seek to destroy Israel. This
is like blaming a person whose home is broken
into for defending himself against the robber!

There is no cycle of violence. It is obvious to
all non-anti-Semites that if the terrorists
would cease (I mean really cease, as, given the
past history, Israel would, of course have to
still exercise great care until it could be cer-

would be a lot duller without his controver-
sial comments).

Regarding comparisons between Jewish
life in New York and South Africa, perhaps
he should rejoice in the fact that South
African Jewry is so unified in its support for
Israel - being recognised worldwide as the
strongest Zionist community in the Dia-
spora - rather than as a community which
predominantly indulges in endless intellec-
tual self-flagellation.

Also, the fact that the welfare and honour
of the local Jewish community is in good
hands (most recently evident in the SAJBD
National Chairman Michael Bagraim’s let-
ter to SA Foreign Minister Nkosazana Zuma
regarding the South African government’s
behaviour towards Israel at the United
Nations) should be an additional source of
satisfaction for Dennis Davis.

Finally, I am quite flattered to learn from
the judge that my “voice” is one of those who
enjoys hegemony (leadership) within the
local Jewish community. He surely must be
misinformed because on many occasions I
also express controversial views which do
not necessarily enjoy the support of “the
authorities” in religious and political circles.  

The South African Jewish national debate
is not quite as conformist as he would have
us believe.

David Abel
George

Reform slighted - even in death

Keep the real issues in mind
WHILE WELCOMING the response of
Ashley Cohen, chairman of the IUA-UCF,
Gauteng to calls for transparency (in char-
itable organisations), made by myself and
Jonathan Labe over the past few weeks, I
sincerely hope that more attention is paid
to the allegations made in our letters, with
specific reference as to how the local hier-
archy is using the monies collected. 

The letter from Nissim Maimon can
only be treated with the contempt it so
readily deserves. His claim that I failed to
raise any of the issues mentioned in my
letter, while employed by the organisa-
tion, is incorrect. Indeed, accompanied by
two colleagues, I brought all relevant
issues to the attention of the national

chairman of the organisation some time ago. 
Furthermore, my “retirement package”

referred to by him, has nothing whatever to do
with current correspondence. 

To all intents and purposes it was “suppos-
edly confidential” and from the manner in
which he writes, it is blatantly apparent that it
appears to be common knowledge to members
of staff. 

It is about time that the community woke up
to “smell the coffee and “put its mouth where
its money is”.

Gerald Zimbler
Johannesburg

This letter has been shortened - Editor

tain that the attacks had really ceased) their
heinous acts of terror, Israel would stop coun-
termeasures such as “checkpoints and dis-
criminatory controls” which it imposes at
present. 

It is equally obvious that if Israel would
stop these controls now, the terrorists would
not only continue their activities, but would
increase them, seeing Israel’s action as a sign
of weakness. They have already proved that
many times in the past, the most recent exam-
ple being when Israel left the Gaza strip. 

Shame on you, Mr Editor, for your stance
on this matter. The Zionist Federation’s
Media Watch should take you to task for this. 

Maurice Blumsohn
Illovo, Johannesburg

Vouching for Labe’s integrity
WHY GERALD Zimbler or Jonathan Labe
did not air their concerns (on transparency
in expenditure of money in charitable organ-
isations) while still employed, I cannot say. 

However, as a human resources consult-
ant, I know that many employees don’t speak
out in case of reprisals. This is common
when employees find their manager/s egotis-
tical, autocratic or having questionable
ethics to a degree.

Having been friends with the Labes for
over a decade, I have only ever known

Jonathan to be decent, honest and hon-
ourable.

Just like Nissim Maimon, I agree we need
to stick together. However, this simply can’t
be done by comparing apples to pears. 

Jonathan was questioning certain possibly
unnecessary and extravagant expenses.
Maimon on the other hand is simply attempt-
ing to discredit his fellow Jews. 

Gillian Mannie
Sydenham, Johannesburg

I WRITE this letter with not only a very sad
heart, but with a heart that is surrounded
by a great deal of emotional anger.

Following on one of my frequent visits to
West Park Cemetery to pay my respects to
my departed mother, I decided to visit the
memorial wall dedicated to Reform Jews
who had passed away.

Imagine my horror when confronted with
a wire fence, a concentration wire fence,
surrounding that area of the graveyard that
had been allocated to the burial of Reform
Jews.   

This was compounded by the totally neg-
lected pathway leading to the burial site and
memorial. A delicate elderly woman would
surely damage her ankles while transgress-
ing this rubble in endeavouring to pay her
respects to her deceased relatives.

How disgusting, how humiliating, how
awfully frightening that Orthodox Jewry’s
hatred toward, and loathing of Jews who
dare to pray in a manner unacceptable to
them, can descend to such levels of retribu-
tion which result in acts of discrimination
and vilification against, what is after all, a
Jewish soul, a very precious Jewish soul.
The dead can no longer pray either in the
Orthodox or Reform tradition.

So why, dare I say, in heaven’s name,
must there be this denigration of the dead
by unwarranted discrimination of burial
sites?   

If the Orthodox rabbis can condone this
practice, they must bow their heads in

shame. How dare they preach about kindness,
charity, intellectual honesty, and humanitari-
anism when the Jewish dead are classified into
separate groups and then treated differently?   

Is there no greater way to fuel the flames of
anti-Semitism and to justify their scorn and
mockery when they are made aware of this
travesty of the Jewish spirit of tolerance? It is
indeed woefully, and sorrowfully an unmitigat-
ed shame.

Perhaps if Orthodox and Reform cannot find
peace and unity within the realm of Judaism,
the schism should be further widened by tak-
ing Reform Jewish money away from the com-
mon Jewish charity pool and instead develop a
Reform Chevrah Kadisha, Reform charities,
Reform cemeteries, and any other Reform con-
tributions to acts of Jewish kindness.   

If Reform’s method of worship is unaccept-
able to Orthodoxy, then so too should Reform
money find another home in its own endeav-
ours to improve the lives of Jews. This would
be intellectual honesty. This would be justified.

Until this matter is resolved to the satisfac-
tion of both myself, and Reform Jewry, all
present, and future donations to the Chevrah
Kadisha will be withheld, and all legacies like-
wise cancelled.

Orthodox Jewry’s hypocrisy was one of the
factors that drove me away from their tradi-
tions. I have now found a happy home in
Reform Judaism.

Dr Arnold Levin
Johannesburg

Where’s your donor money going to?
SOME FUNDS from mainstream Jewish
donors designated through Jewish federa-
tions who in turn channel funds to the
Jewish Agency for Israel, are, I believe,
being used to undermine Israel’s existence
as a Jewish state.

One such fund is called the The New Israel
Fund which gave the largest grant of donor
money to an organisation it co-founded
called The Mossawa Centre, which is an
Arab-Israeli organisation that charters and
promotes the erasure of any special status
for Jews in Israel, eg their stance on the
changing of the Israeli flag and national
anthem Hatikva and they declare that the
Jewish State is a nakba meaning tragedy. 

Federations, the Jewish Agency and the
Joint Distribution Committee and the IUA-
UCF, base their existence on Jewish support
for Jews in the Jewish State. Why would
these organisations undermine the
birthright of Jews and negate Israel as the
homeland of the Jewish people by funding
the enemy within? 

In the fund business when advisers do not
follow an investment policy that is in accor-
dance with their clients’ intentions, they can
be sued. 

Examination of a recent “New Israel
Fund” annual report reveals large donations
from the Jewish Agency for Israel and from
the Joint Distribution Committee to this par-
ticular centre.

How many Jewish donors would want
their money to fund the above organisations
with that kind of thinking? Indeed trans-
parency and absolute proof that Jewish
donor money is given to the rightful Jewish
recipients, needs to be scrutinised and inves-
tigated. Make sure where your federation or
IUA-IUF money is going and take up the offer
of Ashley Cohen who is chairman of the
IUA-UCF, in his welcoming invite. Other
Jewish organisations should follow the
example of his invite.

Marcelle Morris 
Johannesburg

Lowveld Jewry gears up for Pesach
DAVID SAKS

THE YOUTHFUL Jewish community of the
Lowveld, along with Jewish holidaymakers
that may be in the area, will be coming
together to celebrate Pesach in style this
year. 

The services will be held at Casa Du Lua
Lodge, situated between Nelspruit and
White River, and will be co-ordinated by the
Country Communities Department of the
SAJBD under Country Communities
Spiritual Leader Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft.

There will be a communal seder on the first
night.

Among the out-of-town visitors who will
be participating are Bnei Akiva shaliach,
Shay Kremer, who joined the community
for Yom Kippur last year and this time will
be accompanied by his family and aliyah
shaliach and Israel Centre director Ofer
Dahan and his family.

• For further information, or to arrange
accommodation for the relevant nights, con-
tact Ziva on 082-610-9077; ziva@lantic.net, or
Sakki at 082-455-4002.

CSO’s telephone number
In the issue of Jewish Report March 16, in the article “Protecting Jewish life the halachic
way”, the CSO telephone number is incorrect. The correct number is 086 18 000 18.
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PLEASE MAKE A DONATION TO THE CHEVRAH KADISHA – JOHANNESBURG JEWISH HELPING HAND & BURIAL SOCIETY THIS
PESACH AND MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THE COMMUNITY TO BE ASSISTED IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

• THE SURVIVAL OF CLOSE TO 2000 PEOPLE DEPENDS ON THE MONTHLY 

PROVISION OF 

• MONEY FOR FOOD

• MONEY FOR RENT

• MEDICINE

• Hachnoseth Kalah helps Jewish

brides set up home

• Beit Chesed Drop-in Centre in

memory of Rabbi I Aloy         is a

sanctuary for the lonely and 

destitute who are unable to

engage in structured social 

services, where they can find

friendship, food and a place to rest and refresh

• Regular distribution of food parcels and toiletries packs to those in need

• FREE HEALTHCARE

At our Community Medical Centre the

Outpatients Department provides free

treatment to anyone unable to afford

medical attention.  On hand are doctors

and consultants; radiography, trauma,

optometry and dental units; an 

integrated therapeutic unit, pharmacy

and hospital.  Emergency life-saving 

surgical and medical assistance is available.  Our Parents Home offers a

specialized Alzheimer’s ward.

• CARE OF THE MENTALLY AND 

PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED

Care is provided at Selwyn Segal,

Hatikvah House, Kibbutz Lubner aa well

as at Sandringham Lodge Mental Health

facility (registered in terms of the Mental

Health Act) where those suffering from

bi-polar, schizophrenia and severe depression are housed and treated.

• BURIAL SERVICES 

All Jewish people in the city – including those who

are destitute and without family – are afforded the

same dignified burial as everyone else.

• FREE AND SUBSIDISED ACCOMMODATION 

In every facility - Our Parents Home, Sandringham

Gardens, Selwyn Segal, Hatikvah House,

Sandringham Lodge, Arcadia, The Capri and

Sandringham Square, residents are provided with

comfort and care, regardless of whether or not they 

can afford accommodation fees.

• EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

The Jewish Student’s Education Fund provides 

tertiary and remedial assistance to needy students

• PROTECTION AND SUPPORT TO THOSE AT RISK OF

ABUSE

Our professional counselors deal with life-threatening

situations involving pre-statutory and statutory 

intervention in the Children’s Courts and providing 

a place of safety.  Domestic violence, abuse, 

depression, addiction, trauma, and a host of other

conditions, fall within their realm of responsibilities. 

• EMPLOYMENT FOR THE COMMUNITY 

At Staff Wise we help people find employment and

offer free skills training. Those who are unable to

work in the open labour market are provided with

protected employment through the World of Work

program.

• 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES TO THE COMMUNITY
1. Funeral services 

2. Trauma Response Unit 

3. Jewish Help-line with access to professional counselors 



16 SA JEWISH REPORT 23 - 30 March 2007

PORT ELIZABETH
On June 27, 1976, an Air France Airbus
from Israel to Paris with 247 passengers
was hijacked by the pro-Palestinian
German Red Army Brigade, shortly after
takeoff from Athens, where the terrorists
boarded. 

The plane was flown to Entebbe after
Libya refused it landing rights. Here
President Idi Amin announced that he
supported the terrorists and their demand
for the release of all Palestinians held in
Israeli jails. 

On July 2 the French government inter-
vened and all non-Jewish passengers were
released in an operation horribly reminis-
cent of the Nazi-era “selections”. To their
everlasting credit, the French flight deck
crew and some of the cabin crew opted to
stay with the hostages. 

Meanwhile in Israel steps were taken to
free the hostages.

Telfed, the magazine for South Africans
living in Israel, has the following story:
There were two South Africans on the
Israeli commando rescue mission. One
was Dr Jossy Faktor and the other Ricky
Davis from Port Elizabeth. 

A member of Betar, Ricky (then aged 19)
came on aliyah from Port Elizabeth at the
end of 1974. Within three months he joined
the Israeli Defence Forces. 

During the days immediately preceding
the Entebbe raid, “my parachute unit was
at Wingate. A call came through and we
immediately packed up and assembled at
a base near Petach Tikva. Although we
knew about the hijack drama being played
out at Entebbe, we had no idea that we
were connected. 

“Once assembled at the base, everything
became top secret. We began training and
only at the last stage were we brought into
the picture. My unit was to secure the
escape by destroying in advance anything
that could jeopardise our escape. As there
were MiG fighter planes on the tarmac
that could give us chase, we blew them up
with anti-tank missiles.”

Ricky casually adds: “Yes, we stopped
for coffee in Nairobi on the return flight
home.”

• There is one lesson to be learnt from
the Entebbe raid and it is this: Jews in the
Diaspora will never again be alone and
abandoned and at the mercy of enemies.
There is one state that will stand up and
fight for them and that is the State of
Israel. 

Diaspora Jews and Israel have a symbi-
otic relationship. Israel watches over the
Jews everywhere and Diaspora Jews care
for and are concerned about their beloved
Israel. Let the anti-Jewish Jews, the “Not
in Our Name” crowd and the Independent
Jewish Voice in Britain and those of a sim-
ilar ilk, note this. 

JOHANNESBURG 
From Bob Hofman (soon to be 84): 
“May I please be permitted to continue

my story of my dear late parents, Joseph
and Bertha Hofman. As I mentioned in my
last letter, he came to Johannesburg in
1888 and lived in a tent and washed him-
self in soda water, as drinking water was
very scarce at the time. 

“If he drank water he dropped a few pel-
lets of permanganate of potash (in it) to
make certain that there were no bacteria
lurking in the water.

“As he had no calendar or luach to find
out when Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur
fell, he asked a couple of fellow Jews when
these Yomtavim occurred and kept these
holidays as best he could. 

“In August 1905 he married my mother
Bertha in London. She was the second of
five sisters, born in Pskov, Russia. Her
parents at the turn of the century had
decided to emigrate to America. My pater-
nal grandfather was a timber merchant.
He took his family and settled in St Paul,
Minnesota, but not my mother. 

“Now my mother had an aunt and uncle
who lived in Berlin. They had no children
so they asked my grandparents if one or
two sisters would come and live with
them. They were hoteliers and they

offered to treat my mother as their own
child - clothe and educate her. My mother
volunteered to go and live with this couple
at the tender age of 12. That is where my
father and my mother met, in Berlin. 

“She was 19 when they married. After
their marriage my father brought my
mother to Johannesburg and they lived in
a house in Eleanor Street, Fairview, near
Kensington. 

“My mother spoke Russian and German
and very little English and was deter-
mined to speak a perfect English so she
hired a teacher, a Mrs Ogilvy, from King
Edward School to teach her the language,
which she did.”

PORT ELIZABETH
From David Abel: 

“Rollo Berman of Port Elizabeth had a
delightful sense of humour. He and Brian
Shear, also from PE, were an absolute
hoot.

“I too remember the gentleman who ran
a very lucrative wholesale business and
who had a very heavy Yiddish accent and I
am reminded of two incidents in particu-
lar: legend has it that he was responding at
some simcha or other when he said: ‘I tenk
you from the bottom of my heart and my
wife’s bottom also.’

“He became a city councillor and in his
maiden speech he made some reference to
the traffic lights at the corner of Russell
Road and Main Street. Unfortunately I
cannot remember the exact details but suf-
fice to say that the City Council and the
general public laughed for years. (Note to
Rollo: Perhaps you can remember?).

“Now Rollo, about 10 of you being sent to
the rector’s office at Gray High School (for
cuts), but for sure Michael Bernstein,
Hilton Carr and myself must have had an
unbeatable record in terms of the number
of times that we paid Rector Gordon a
visit. We called him Flash Gordon.” 

CONNECTING PEOPLE
A letter from Houston, Texas:

“I need assistance to trace someone. In
the Jewish Report dated January 26 (page
6) is an article on Gemilut Chesed. The
photos show lifelong friends of mine. I
have lost track of them and would so like
to be in touch with them again. 

“The names are Morris Behr and his
brother David. Their photos appear promi-
nently in this article honouring their late
parents who were ‘landsleit’ of my late
father and family.

“Is it possible at all for you to find and e-
mail Morris’s telephone number and -mail
address and I will take it from there?
Perhaps his Rabbi Vigler of Orange Grove
Shul can help. I would contact him myself
but have no telephone numbers. So I have
put you in the middle of this ‘trace’. Can
you please help?

“I am a former South African now living
in Houston and just a few weeks ago met
with Willy Miller to buy the Arc book. My
mother was one on the Ochberg children,
so we have a lot in common. They are busy
doing a lot of research in Cape Town into
the Ochberg children now as well and,
hopefully one day they will bring out a
book like the Arc did.

“Incidentally my husband and I were
connected with Arcadia for many years as
my husband, Chaim Segall, ran the
Bikkur Cholim camp for many years and
we used to take the children to camp every
year with us, so the names are all so famil-
iar to us and we sat on the committee of
Arcadia as well. If you saw my husband
and myself, you might remember us.
Anyway I just gave you a little of my histo-
ry.

“Sadly I lost track of my dear friends,
Morris and David Behr and would be
happy if you could put us in touch with
each other. Thank you for your trouble in
this matter. I just do not know whom to
turn to. With kind regards and thank you
for a grand newspaper and the Buzz.
Friends send me the paper each week.”

Jenny Segall (nee Fink), telephone: 713
777-573, e-mail mmeyer8@houston.it.com

Note: Isaac Ochberg rescued 187 war
and pogrom Jewish orphans from Eastern
Europe in 1921. Hundred of them were
placed in Orangia in Cape Town and the
others taken to Arcadia in Johannesburg. 

David Sandler in Australia has brought
out a book “100 Years of Arc Memories”.
This wonderful book is available from the
Arcadia Children’s Home office at
Sandringham Gardens. 

COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 

082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,

lionel.slier@absamail.co.za
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THE PATRONS filling Wits’s Great Hall on the
evening of March 14 attested movingly to
three significant draw-cards. The community
of Gauteng Jewry came en masse to celebrate
the life of the late Dr Malcolm Zaidel, former
choirmaster and chorister at the Sydenham-
Highlands North Shul, who died last year. 

They also came to support Hatzolah and the
excellent work it does to provide emergency
medical response to the community in the
northern and north-eastern suburbs of
Johannesburg. And they came to listen to the
music, under the sensitive hands of Professor
Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph, Malcolm’s sister.

Zaidel was a founding member of the
Sydenham-Highlands North choir in 1976. He
had initially been a member of the Berea choir
- like his sister, he was profoundly talented in
music; his voice was his primary instrument.
Known colloquially as the singing dentist,
Zaidel made aliyah with his wife and children
10 years ago. On February 10 2006, he passed
away after a prolonged illness.

Under the capable facilitating hand of Linda
Starkowitz in collaboration with Oshy
Tugendhaft and Zaidel-Rudolph, “Voices”,
subtitled as a tapestry of song from Africa,
Israel, Broadway and Beyond, was a concert
handled with beautiful sound and lighting
design and magnificent vocal range.  

The Company leading the songs comprised
six able soloists: Tugendhaft himself, Len Kay,
Nachie Levin, Lionel Mkhwanazi, Avron
Alter, and his son Josh.  

Each man demonstrated supreme compe-

tence in the handling of their songs, which
spanned across many genres and eras, from
Bring Him Home, the moving Les Mis song, to
Love Changes Everything by Andrew Lloyd
Webber, If We Only Have Love by Jacques Brel
to Nyoka Musango, a rhythmic composition
on traditional African percussion instru-
ments.  

A beautiful counterpoised arrangement of
Lefkowitch’s Yerushalayim with Shemer’s
Yerushalayim shel Zahav, set by Ephraim
Katz, was a piece de resistance, offering rich
texture and nuance. Core’Ngrato (Catari) 
performed with grace and finesse by award-
winning tenor Mkhwanazi, who is no stranger
in collaborating in Jewish concerts, was
another.

The voices were accompanied by an eight-
piece band as well as a marimba ensemble. In
several of the songs, the whole repertoire of
the instruments and voices were brought into
simultaneous play, and this yielded an aural
texture rich in its depth, moving in its
rhythms.  

The programme of 18 songs was chosen by
Zaidel-Rudolph because they were songs she
knew her brother loved, and songs which
evoked for her his generous spirit.  

“Nothing was ever too much for him when it
came to helping others,” she wrote in her tri-
bute to him. “Whatever he did, he did with
commitment and passion. He taught me that
one cannot be ‘parev’ about life.”

Indeed, this concert was far from being
“parev”. It robustly celebrated the life of a
humble yet great man with excellence and
dignity. In doing so, it also yielded healthy
input for Hatzolah.

ON SUNDAY March 11, Johannesburg Women’s
ORT (JWO) challenged contestants of the ORT
SA “Smart Cookie” quiz on their knowledge of
wining, dining, sports, entertainment, Yiddish-
keit and Africa, in the Glenhazel Shul hall. 

Tables of teams pitted their wits against one
another over a glass of wine or two and refresh-
ments, in a very friendly and social evening. 

In a media release. ORT SA said had there
been spectators, they would have looked on with
fascination as teams of enthusiasts enjoyed the
challenge at the quiz. The tables in the hall were
filled by teams who were keenly fighting for the
glory of the ORT SA floating trophy and the
fame that goes with it, as well as the numerous
other prizes up for grabs...

Contestants were delving into their collective
memories of obscure trivial information,
attempting to answer questions devised and
given over by quizmaster Andrew Levy who
entertained with clever quirks.

Michael Sieff, national director of ORT SA,
who took part in this entertaining evening con-
gratulated Sandra Guggenheim, JWO chairman
and Ann Levy, JWO member and quiz convener
who organised a terrific evening’s entertain-
ment. 

Every table had at least one expert who could
pull something out of the proverbial thinking
cap. Meanwhile, as the tension mounted, seated

on the side, assigned judges were frantically
checking the answers and totalling up the
scores. 

The winning table walked away with the
floating trophy and medals for the individual
participants and the two runner-up tables
were awarded their silver and bronze ORT
Quiz medals. In the end there was a winner,
but for those of us who did not shine, it was
great fun. 

• Don’t miss the next one! For more infor-
mation, contact ORT SA on (011) 728-7154. 

ORT’s ‘Smart Cookie’ quiz evening

Pam Zaidel with her mother-in-law, Evelyn Zaidel and her

brother-in-law, Michael Rudolph.

Pam Zaidel, late Malcolm’s

widow, with her sister-in-law

Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph.

From left: Sandra Guggenheim and Ann

Levy, chairman and immediate past chair-

man respectively of Johannesburg Women’s

ORT. At the table is quiz master supreme,

Andrew Levy.

Celebrating the life of a
great, yet humble man
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BILLED AS an “awesome musical”, Neil
Gooding’s Back to the ’80s penned in 2001, is
taking the international world by storm, and
Johannesburg audiences are privileged to
see it performed under the aegis of what has
earned a solid reputation as Johannesburg
Jewry’s “Fame School”, King David Victory
Park.  

The production features performances by
not only more than 50 learners, but teachers
on the staff as well.

Principal of the school Joseph Gerassi,
purchased the rights for Back to the ’80s
through Dalro last year. His choice in this
musical was motivated by his passion for
teaching children self-confidence. He wanted
a high school story that learners could bene-
fit from and relate to.  

An internet search found him Back to the
’80s, but the blogs from kids in the United
States who had performed in this musical
had him sold. The youngsters responded to
engaging with the music from their parents’
era with delight.  

The script is fun - more or less within the
same storytelling idea as Grease - with a
focus on the trials and tribulations of
teenagers.

“It has been amazing to give these kids the
opportunity to experience being in a musical
of this scale. Being on stage is an incredible
form of education,” Gerassi added.

The school’s two drama teachers star in
the production - Renos Spanoudes and Lara
Wittels - playing the maths and English
teachers respectively. Spanoudes and Wittels
really teach these subjects, as well as drama. 

Gerassi is the adult Corey Palmer, the kid
in the graduating class who is the focus of
the musical’s story. Corey Palmer Junior is
played by Arye Kellman. The musical direc-
tor is Dudley Trollope, the school’s music
teacher.

Gerassi’s ideology is to employ people with
passions and professional accomplishment;
he makes a point of enabling them to use all
their skills all in a day’s work. He believes
that the adult performers offer the produc-
tion credibility, contradicting the derogatory
adage: “Those who can, do; those who can’t,
teach.”

These teachers can both “do” and teach in
a manner which takes the children out of the
classroom and into their own dreams.  

“It is an opportunity for the kids really to
learn from their teachers. It’s the best kind of
teaching by example.” 

But there’s a converse: Wittels admits to

having learnt a lot from being in the show.
“The kids are so brave!”  

She graduated from Pretoria Tech in
musical theatre and studied teaching
through Unisa. Being on stage is old hat to
her, but not to the youngsters who are doing
it for the first time.

Last year, this talented teacher juggled
between performing in My Fair Lady by
night and teaching English and drama by
day. Starring in the school’s musical is one
thing, but she’s also worked on the produc-
tion’s choreography, assisted by Mandy
Kezurer. 

Spanoudes needs no introduction to the-
atre aficionados or frequenters of the
Actors’ Centre. He’s in this year’s produc-
tion of Hairspray at the Lyric Theatre at
Gold Reef City and put Tsafendas on the
map with his extraordinary one-man play.

• Back to the ’80s performs until March 29.
See Artsmatters for details.
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Millar. 
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Benjamin,
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and Joshua

Brook.  
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Kids ‘sold’ on music of
their parents in ’80s


