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For the first time in years, serious Israeli-Arab peace moves are afoot. The key mover is historian to
Saudi Arabia which is exchanging ideas with Israeli leaders and co-ordinating its moves talk on “Memory
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Purim
bashes
galore

Around the country, Jews cele-
brate survival against ancient
foes like Haman and warn
against new foes like
Ahmadinejad. The picture shows
Chabad bochrim of Yeshivas Ohr
Menachem, in Louis Botha
Avenue in Johannesburg, togeth-
er with boys and girls at the Eden
Preparatory Purim party. They
read the megillah and gave sha-
lach monis to the children and
others at numerous venues,
including hospitals and old age
homes. From left, back: Berri
Spitezki, Levi Moscowitz, Chaim
Hoch and Levi Wilshanski, with
the children in front.

(PHOTO: SHELLEY ELK)
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

For the love of others

THE LATE chief rabbi of the
Commonwealth, Rabbi Lord
Jakobowitz obm, once stated in
the House of Lords: “There are
two words which, while being
very similar, are in fact diamet-
rically opposed. The one is soil,
which refers to materialism and
mundane pursuits. The other is

PARSHAT
KI TISA

Rabbi Gidon Fox
Pretoria Hebrew
Congregation

graven image, an idol. Indeed it
is this very prohibition that was
violated virtually immediately,
as described in this week’s par-
sha.

As a consequence, the first set
of tablets was broken by Moshe,
and were replaced, this week as
well, by the second set of
tablets. In the context of the sec-
ond tablets, Hashem instructs
Moshe “psal lecha” to engrave
for himself a second set of

SHABBAT TIMES

09 March / 19 Adar
10 March /20 Adar

Please note that these are the
latest times for candle-lighting.

STARTS ENDS

18:13 19:01 Johannesburg
17:55 19:45  CapeTown
18:03 19:52 Durban

18:20 19:11 Bloemfontein
18:00 19:17 Port Elizabeth
18:15 19:07 East London

tablets.

It is noteworthy that the two
words pessel and psal, are in
fact written identically in
Hebrew. To this the rabbis ques-
tion the conflicting message. On
the one hand Hashem forbids a
graven image, yet at the same
time instructs Moshe to make a

soul, which refers to spirituali-
ty and transcendental pursuits.

“The two differ with but one
letter. Materialism and triviali-
ty is spelt with an “I”, while
soul, which refers to spirituali-
ty is spelt with a “U”.

This reflects the dichotomy
between a spiritual and a mate-

that we are leading a materialis-
tic reality wherein the question is
regrettably reversed. What can I
gain from this relationship, what
is in it for me, how can I benefit
from this association. With such
a foundation the relationship is
doomed to failure. The egoist
leaves no room for healthy and
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rial reality and in fact should
serve as a blueprint for success-
ful relationships and lives.

A successful relationship and
indeed a G-dly one, needs to be
predicated on the “U”, what can
I do for you? How can I assist
you, and in what way can I
bring out the best you that you
can be.

The tragedy all too often is

successful interaction. Indeed the
Talmud states that in the pres-
ence of an egotistical individual,
there is no room even for G-d, let
alone anyone else.

This very theme is found in this

week’s parsha for there appears
to be a conflicting message from
G-d. In the Ten Commandments,
Hashem says “Lo ta’ase lecha
pessel”, do not make for you a

graven image of the tablets.
The answer is quite simple. In
the prohibitive text it translates
“do note make for yourself an
image” with the emphasis on
the individual being first. Yet
when Moshe was given his
instruction it states “engrave
for you”, the emphasis on the
individual, the “I” being second-
ary (after the word engrave).

The difference, as stated,
between holy and profane, is
whether the I comes first or sec-
ond.

Let us take the message of
this week’s Parsha to heart; put
the needs of others, before our
own, and thereby be blessed
with G-dly, happy and ultimate-
ly fulfilling relationships.

KASHRUT

The following symbols will appear on
advertisements and/or advertising fea-
tures to indicate whether or not they are
kosher. Where no Kashrut mark appears
on an advert, the Jewish Report
assumes no responsibility for the
Kashrut status of that establishment or
advertiser:

@ Non-Kosher 0 Kosher

Where no symbols appear, consult the
Beth Din Kosher Guide or contact the
advertiser.

Advertisements and editorial copy from
outside sources do not neccessarily reflect
the views of the editors and staff.

Purim carnival
style in Pretoria

DIANE WOLFSON
PRETORIA

PRETORIA’S Jews celebrated
Purim in carnival style at
Wingate Park Country
Club with paintball, foos-
ball, a hot air balloon and
jumping castle for big
and small.

Bingo was played for
the less energetic, the
megillah was read and
delicious steak rolls
served to feed the hun-
gry, both spiritually and
physically.

All children received
prizes for dressing up and
great fun was had by all.

The bochrim of the
yeshiva also attempted to
deliver mishloach manot

to each member of the Pretoria
Hebrew Congregation and

achieved an 80 per cent success
rate in this project.

Japanese ladies. Dani Yuter, Taryn
Goldstein and Dinah Burke in their
kimonos.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

LIVNI PRESSES EU ON IRAN, HAMAS

PARIS - Israel's foreign minister
has urged her European Union
counterparts to consider a hard
line against Iran and a cautious
approach to the new Palestinian
Authority government.

Iran "is not only a threat to
Israel but to the entire free
world", Tzipi Livni said in
Brussels. She also warned
against lifting an embargo on
direct aid to the new PA unity
government unless it met cer-
tain conditions set by "the
Quartet" of Israeli-Palestinian
peace mediators, which includes
the European Union.

"The EU must stick to its
demands, keep up the pressure
on terrorists and extremists
while working with moderates,"
Livni said. "These demands are
not obstacles but rather crucial

elements in the way to peace.
Compromise will not help the
peace process and will not end
the conflict."

Israel is worried about a possi-
ble erosion in European policy
toward Quartet demands that
the PA government recognise
Israel, renounce violence and
accept past peace deals. Last
week, PA President Mahmoud
Abbas met with French
President Jacques Chirac, who
spoke in favour of renewing co-
operation with the Palestinian
Authority even if it ignored the
Quartet conditions.

"Everything depends on the
statements and acts of the new
government," German Foreign
Minister Frank-Walter Stein-
meier said after Monday's meet-
ing. (JTA)

& Crstomised Touts

CHOOSE A STYLE-SELECT A FABRIC-PICK A COLOUR-SPECIFY A TRIMMING

P,

Winter Hat Co[léction 2007

Photograpity: Ban Cssendryver (D7Z) 363-9344 Graphaca: Fountain Graphics [011) BB2-7266

10% off all hat purchases

Date: Sunday 11 March 2007 Time 9:00am - 12:00pm
Venue: 58 Elray Street, Fairmount

Telephione Pam Goldberg 011 485 3623

with her

individual hat, the perfect solution for
obtaining just the right finishing touch for a
special outfit or occasion.

The client has the opportunity of
choosing her own fabric, trimming, colour
and style that suits her personality, figure,
facial shape and complexion. A hat may
be dyed to exactly match the material of
the outfit or material from her outfit may be
incorporated into the design of the hat.

All hats are hand blocked and hand
finished using supreme quality materials

such as sinamay, felt, sisal, hessian and

occasions

ADVERTORIAL

Just the right finishing touch

HAT DESIGNER, Pam Goldberg, works satinette. Hats can be kept quite plain or

clients to create their own trimmed with velvets, taffetas, organza,
suede, silks, etc, providing stunning
headwear.

Beautiful individually designed hats for

and formal wear such as

weddings, religious celebrations, cocktail

parties and society events, can add style

and excitement to your wardrobe especial-

ly with your own exuberant collection of

creative customised hats.

® Telephone Pam Goldberg in Fairmount,
Johannesburg for a personalised consul-
tation, on (011) 485-4644. E-mail:

pamshats@telkomsa.net
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Tikkun, Chabad House
aid Bulumko School

BULUMKO High School in
Khayelitsha in the Western
Cape, has received a gener-
ous donation of desks and
chairs from the collaborative
effort of Ma’Afrika Tikkun
and Chabad House.

This donation stressed the
fact that many schools in for-
merly disadvantaged areas
don’t even have the most
basic equipment to educate
the learners in their care.

This is where Ma’Afrika
Tikkun, an organisation that
strives for the upliftment of
disadvantaged communities
and Chabad House which is
dedicated to the vision of
making the world a better place
through moral and spiritual val-
ues, come into the picture.

In a media release, Ma’Afrika
Tikkun said that Bulumko High
School, situated in one of the

Bulumko caretaker and principal, Victor
Mbolekwa with David Heppel from Chabad
House.

poorest areas in the Western
Cape, had proven over the years
that their learners could pro-
duce excellent results despite the
state of their leaning environ-
ment.

Schools with good results were

often overcrowded as par-
ents enrolled their children
in the schools they believed
provided a good education.
Bulumko’s principal, Victor
Mbolekwa said: “This dona-
tion will make such a huge
difference as we are faced
with overcrowding and are
left with little or no equip-
ment.

“The donation of the desks
and chairs will help create a
more stable environment for
our children.”

Ma’Afrika Tikkun commu-
nity development leader,
Kaydo Ntebe, said: “We are
all delighted with the dona-
tion and it is such a great honour
to be part of such projects where
we see upliftment in action.
Chabad House has helped us
address the issue of overcrowd-
ing in our schools.”

Amcha is getting established in SA

LIONEL SLIER

AMCHA is “setting up shop” in
South Africa in March. For this pur-
pose Tracy Farber, a psychologist
and social worker, had been to Israel
to train for Amcha, which is a serv-
ice for Holocaust and also second
generation children survivors.

Farber told a Second Innings
meeting the service would provide
practical help and psychotherapy.

Amcha means “your people” and
it was used “as a code word after the
Second World War ended for Jews to
identify each other.” The Amcha
service was started in Israel in the
‘80s and there were about 250 000
survivors in Israel two years ago.

“There are groups of Amcha all
over Israel and they provide servic-
es for psychotherapy and coun-
selling for both survivors and sec-
ond generation. Volunteers go to the
peoples’ homes if they are unable to
come to the Amcha offices.”

There are also educational pro-
grammes and social groups and
there are activities every day. There
is also psychotherapy but there is a
heavy emphasis on celebrations
such on Chanukah.

“Basically our target community
is certainly the survivors and the
second generation and here, we
have many people who lost family in
Europe and never got the opportuni-
ty to say kaddish or to mourn prop-
erly.”

People who left before the war felt
that they did not have any right to
complain; they felt that they had to
keep shtum and be grateful, Farber
said. “But we know that they suf-
fered terrible pain because they lost
whole families.

When Amcha launches in South
Africa it will train volunteers and
staff to work with survivors and sec-
ond generation people traumatised
by the Holocaust.

“Our biggest criticism is why so
late? I think that is a relevant ques-
tion because we have a powerful
Jewish community. I don’t have
answers but we are trying to do
what we can.”

A Holocaust survivor from Latvia,
Maja Abromovitch, said: “It is oblig-
atory for the survivors to pass on
what we have gone through. Ninety
two per cent of Latvian Jewry was
destroyed and from my town,
Dvinsk, only four children survived.
It was a miracle. I was even more
lucky because my mother also
survived and that was another

Tracy Farber, Maja Abramovitch and Tali Nates.

miracle.”

She recalled that they were cele-
brating Latvian independence in
1940 waiting for a parade when her
father switched on the radio and it
was announced that the Russian
army had crossed into Latvia. It all
happened so quickly and the
Russians were there in two hours’
time.

“The Hebrew school that I attend-
ed was closed down but I went to a
Russian school and I was quite
happy there because we were
Russian speaking.

“Then, one day I was playing hop-
scotch with some friends when my
mother rushed out and called me:
‘Quick, quick, come in, the Germans
have invaded!” Before we knew it
German planes were overhead and
dropping incendiary bombs setting
the town on fire.

“Houses were alight and people
were trying to get to the river and
we crossed it in a tunnel of fire. I
have one memory that I have not
forgotten 60 years later: There was a
hospital and wounded Russian sol-
diers were begging us to help them,
but we could not. It was impossible.

“Before we knew it Germans
were in the town and posters were
put up telling all men between the
ages of 16 and 60 they had to report
in the market place. It seemed logi-
cal because the town was in ruins
and it was believed that they were
going to help rebuild the damaged
areas.

“They were kept in prison that
night. But the men never returned;
they were taken out of the prison at
night and shot. My father was
among them.

“Then another poster was put up
telling all the Jews that a ghetto was
being set up and they all had to go

there. It was an old military fortress.
We had to go there and only take
what we could carry with us. From
time to time people were chased out
of the buildings and a German offi-
cer told some to go left and others to
go right. The elderly were taken
away and Kkilled.

“My birthday is on May 1 but I
never celebrate it because that is the
day the ghetto was liquidated. For
three years we were moved to differ-
ent camps and from the 20 000 in the
fortress ghetto only 245 remained -
four of them children and I was the
youngest.

“We were liberated by the
Russians and were told to go back to
Latvia but we did not want to and
got to Paris where there was anoth-
er camp. We stayed there for a year.
My mother had two brothers in
South Africa and we came here, but
how can I tell you in 15 minutes
what happened in four years?”

Israeli-born Tali Nates who is
involved in Holocaust and tolerance
education, is a second generation
daughter of survivors.

“I had to live with this my entire
life. I had to live with the silence and
what was not told to me, but as a
child I could sense that there was
some reason for the silence. On
Friday nights and on chagim there
was no extended family to be with
us, so there was a reason for this, we
knew.

“I am so pleased that South Africa
is starting this service so we can lis-
ten to survivors and we can hear
what it was like to grow up in the
homes of other children of sur-
vivors.”

* For more information, contact
Sandra Goldberg at the
Jewish Community Services on
(011) 532-9616.
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ISRAEL
NOW

March together with
Israelis and fellow Jews
from around the world in
the footsteps of the
paratroopers from Ammu-
nition Hill to the Kotel,
Participate in commemo-
ralive ceremonies: enjoy
celebratory concerts.
Tour Jerusalem, old and
new, including tours of

the old city, Kotel and

Kotel Tunnels, City of

David, Yad Vashem, other

interesting museums,

market place and

s"mEgppingm sk, Yol the For over 3000 years Jerusalem has been the heart

MM&TE‘M“ L and soul of the Jewish people. In 1967 the old city
of Jerusalem was liberated by the paratroopers of

Alternate return dates:  the Israel Defence Force. Join us on this special tour

25 and 30 May 2007, to commemorale this historical milestone.

specialprice R12 700

* Price incl. airfare, half board, tours, lectures. Excl. airport taxes, fuel surcharge and
tips. Price subject to change due to fluctuation in currency rate and airfares.

ENQUIRIES: REEVA FORMAN (011) 482-1570 / 083 228 7777
OR MIRIAM GARB (011) 645-2531
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¥'PDDfNew School Highlands Nurth*

Dynamic new school for children with PDD aged
3 - 7yrs. Professional expertise and child teacher
ratio one-to-one, Speech therapy and OT included.
Program complies with international standards.

Contact: Ilana from Little Stars
083 286 2223

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
FRIENDSHIP FORUM

X

The Chevrah Kadisha warmly invites

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH
HELPING HAND
RPN

were lost during the Holocaust and members of their families,

holocaust survivors, members of the

community whose family members

to join them in launching a Friendship Forum which will have

regular activities throughout the year.

Please join us at our first event on Sunday 18th March from
14:30 - 16:30 at Our Parents Home, Spring Road, Gardens,
for tea. Speakers include Chief Rabbi W.Goldstein.

A selected musical programme is included.

RSVP essential to Sharon at 011-532-9616 or e-mail to
sgoldberg@jhbchev.co.za
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Yossy Goldman a great hit in Oz

At the Gala Dinner
of the Yeshiva
Centre in Sydney
Australia, Rabbi
Yossy Goldman the
keynote speaker
(third from left) is
with Malcolm
Turnbull, MP and
two former
Sydenham-
Highlands North
congregants,
Mervyn Basserabie
and Chananya
Mowszowski.

RITA LEWIS

SYDENHAM-HIGHLANDS North Shul’s
Rabbi Yossy and Rochel Goldman recent-
ly returned from a lightning visit to
Sydney, Australia where Rabbi Goldman
was the keynote speaker at one of the
largest Jewish banquet events ever held
in Australia - the Gala Dinner of the
Yeshiva Centre.

The event which philanthropist was
hosted by Yeshiva’s Life Governor Harry
Triguboff, was held at the Sydney
Convention Centre and attracted an
upmarket audience of some 1 500 guests,
many of whom were non-Jews.

During the evening, speeches were
made by various notables all of whom

Six young Israeli musicians will
astound audiences as they play
musical masterpieces by well-known
composers accompanied by the JPO
under the baton of Michael Hankinson
in a one-night only performance

LINDER AUDITORIUM

Israel’s young maestros perform in concert
with the Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra

Tues 27 March

Book at Computicket or online: www.computicket.co.za

For details tel: 011 645 2554

praised the groundbreaking outreach
work of Rabbi Pinchus and Rebbetzen
Penina Feldman, who head up the
Yeshiva Centre and its many facilities
throughout Sydney.

Kevin Rudd the leader of the
Opposition in the Australian parliament,
was the guest of honour at the function.

Rudd, who had flown in from Perth,
spelt out his record of unwavering
friendship for Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple. He pledged his party’s continued
support for the Jewish cause, using the
well-known words, Am Yisrael Chai (The
Jewish people live/and will live on).

During the evening, a message
from Prime Minister John Howard was
delivered by Malcolm Turnbull, MP.
In a speech laced with Hebrew words
and Yiddishisms, Turnbull reiterated
his high personal regard for the
Jewish community - quoting from the
Chumash and also some Rashi (one of
the foremost Jewish commentators and
luminaries).

Rabbi Goldman delivered his address
of vast scope and range which spanned
the course of recent Jewish history.

The theme of his talk was “Miracles”
and he spoke of the miraculously peace-
ful transition to democracy in South
Africa as well as the miracle of the
rebirth of the Jewish people after the
Holocaust.

Many Jews had come to Sydney after
the war seeking to get as far away from
Europe as possible because there just
being Jewish carried a death sentence.

He praised Chabad founders, Rabbi
and Rebbetzin Pinchus Feldman as pio-
neers of outreach and spoke on how they
had started the miracle of Jewish
rebirth in Sydney.

During his short stay, Rabbi Goldman
also delivered the sermon at the
Southhead Shul which is frequented by
many former South Africans on Friday
night and at the Central Synagogue on
Shabbos morning. In addition, he gave
lectures to the learners at Moriah High
School, Dover Heights Shul as well as to
Chabad of the North Shore.

Rebbetzen Rochel Goldman addressed
a large audience of women on Sunday
night at the Yeshiva Centre on
“Inspirational Stories” based on her own
personal experiences.

Asked how he had found the South
African expatriate community who had
made their homes there, Rabbi Goldman
said: “It is clear that the South African
immigrants have made a tangible, posi-
tive impression on Sydney’s Jewry.

“Their sense of Jewish tradition, their
shul attendance and demand for kosher
facilities have significantly enhanced
their new community and this is enthu-
siastically endorsed by every one of the
rabbis I spoke to.

“At the same time, most of those
South Africans I spoke to happily con-
fessed to missing South Africa.”

When last were your
Mezuzahs checked?

We will remove and refit your
Mezuzahs free of charge.

A professional scribe
(Rabbi Klein) will inspect all
Mezuzahs and Tefillin.

We also supply new scrolls
and Tefillin.

Phone Ivor on

(011) 616-1396/083-235-8585
or 082-682-3438

NB! Mezuzahs and Tefillin must be
checked twice every seven years.

Ivor Suckemman
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MESSAGE PO ZREOL ANSTZY  For the first time in over a decade, Habonim has three employed Habonim Dror (the Buiders of Freedomnt | have
local movement workers - dedicating a year of their lives to serve the movement and our community. They taken their rale very seriously over the past 4 years
are a testament to the resurgence, and consolidation, of Habonim Dror, after a particularly challenging and have been laying the foundations that have
period. Their passionate and responsible vision will ensure 2007 is going to be one of the busiest years of resulted in @ massive increase in; city specific year
Habonim activities, with hundreds of committed young Zionist Jews engaging in the relevant issues that round activity, lsrael programmes and national
face them everyday.” Manhig (President) HDSA events. This effort means that we now cater to

over a thousand chaverim during the year, not to
mention.aur machaneh growth [see araptis),
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A masked
Karin
Arbiter
teams up
with
“Pagliacci”
aka her
husband
Phil.

SOCIAL SCENE

Dressed up in the “indigenous way” - Mordechai Zlotnick with

i | Yaakov Shishler.

Johannesburg
Purim parties one
big fancy dress

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

WHETHER IT was a “private party”, a

“delight at night” or just “dressing for
fressing”, Purim this year was a wealth of
wonderful shpiels, fancy dress and fun
activities.

Adding to the spirit of things were
motorcades of cars, buses and pony traps
filled with boisterous, happy people dish-
ing out mishloach manot and shouting and
singing their way around the “frum” areas
of Johannesburg throughout which wafted
the aroma of braaied meat and boerewors.

There were Megillah readings being

held virtually throughout the day with
their attendant noise and quiet, noise and
quiet, as people listened intently for that
hated word - the name of Haman and then
screamed and reacted in every conceivable
way to eliminate it from the surrounding
sound waves.

This is the time when Jews celebrate and
let their hair down. Whether dressed as
clowns, or as Queen Esther, soldiers, King
Achashverosh or just staying as plain
South Africans, every Jew thanked G-d for
saving the Jews of Shushan from annihila-
tion and for kKilling off the Jew-hater
Haman over 2 300 years ago.

i

-

Michael Glassman
with a totally
unrecognisable
Rabbi Mendel
Liberow, previously
rabbi of Springs.

Left: Chatting by
the mechitzah are

Esty and Mendel
Medalie.

Advertising for Kit Kat is Gelnhazel’s
Chazzan Chilly Chrysler with a
“Bedouin” known as Grace and a
masked Margaret Rawicz.

—

Above: A “tribal” woman
in black headgear and
dress with her “servants”
and “daughter”. Ann
Nikfard, Rochel Zlotnick,
Yehudis Haggiyannes
and Shiffi Goodman at
Torah Academy'’s dinner.

Left: Jack Milner looks
really sporty in his
cycling gear at
Glenhazel Shul.
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Rita Lewis jont@global.co.za

“Red Indian Squaw’; Adass Elimelech
walks her baby to join in the celebra-
tions at the nearby shul in Fairmount.

Above: Having a
tipple are Torah
Academy’s Yisroel
Rosin and “cook”
Aaron Feinblum.

Left: Fighting for
“Flag and
Country” are
Steve Novis and
Yudi Singer.
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COMMUNITY BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,
lionel slier@absamail.co.za

JOHANNESBURG/BALFOUR
PARK

This e-mail travelled from Michael
and Abe Levenstein in Sandton to
Karen Civin in Boca Raton, Florida,
USA and back to Johannesburg.

“Dear Karen,

“Your letter published in the local
Jewish Report with reference to
your late father Len Apfel, and the
Balfour Park cricket section created
much interest for us, the Levenstein
brothers, Michael (aged 84) and Abe
(nearly 89). The letter caused us a
strong feeling of nostalgia.

“We joined the cricket section in
the mid-1940s and as we played in the
Saturday Third Division, we did not
at first get to know Len very well. We
did, however, know him as the mem-
ber who stood up at the end of each
and every AGM and proposed that
the Balfour Park cricket section
become multiracial and accept mem-
bers from all sections of the commu-
nity. At that time, it was, of course,
illegal to do so.

“What a pity it is that Len did not
survive to witness the abolishment
of apartheid and observe the flow of
magnificent cricket talent, which
has emerged from the previous
underprivileged sectors.

“Referring back to the Balfour
Park cricket section: we established
the ‘Old Crocks’ fourth team in the
league division which played its
matches over two consecutive
Saturday afternoons. To our great
pleasure Len and Hackie Starfield
retired from °‘serious’ cricket and
joined us in the ‘Old Crocks’ side.

“We even later were joined by
Gerald Stein (ex-Tvl), Aaron Nickel
(ex-Tvl) and Jasper Streak (ex-
Griquas). There were also other
good cricketers who represented the
team and we played the game in the
spirit in which it should be played.
We believe that our opponents
always enjoyed their fixture with us.

“It was in this environment that
our friendship with your late father
became closer. He was a delightful
character and we grew to respect
him for his integrity, his sincerity,
and his sense of fair play. We also
became aware of his benevolence
towards the underprivileged com-
munity which he exemplified by col-
lecting funds to purchase foodstuffs
which were despatched to the impov-
erished persons in the homelands.

“It was a great mitzvah which he
performed and we hope that Hashem
has honoured him accordingly.

“With regard to the photographs
in your possession, it would be much
appreciated if you could e-mail
copies to us. If the use of e-mail is
not possible, perhaps copies could be
faxed or posted to us. Very best wish-
es.”

*Community Buzz has had several
enquiries about the possibility of
getting copies of the photographs of
the Balfour Park cricket teams
which Karen Civin has in her
possession, and we can only advise
people to contact Karen at
Karencivin@bellsouth.net

GRAAFF-REINET
From Solly Chait, Bet Shemesh,
Israel:

“Graaff-Reinet is in the Eastern
Cape about 300 km northwest of Port
Elizabeth. It was founded in 1896
during the period of the Dutch occu-
pation of the Cape. The governor of
the Cape at the time, Cornelius van
de Graaff named the town after his
wife Reinet, which many will agree
was a very nice thing to do.

“The town is the fourth oldest
in South Africa and the Jewish com-
munity was the third oldest after
Cape Town and Grahamstown. It

was founded in the furthest reaches
of the Karoo in the middle of
nowhere in an area good only for
sheep farming and it never developed
any further.

“The earliest Jewish immigrants
were German of whom the two
Mosenthal brothers who arrived in
1842 did very well and eventually
became big merchants and financiers
and at one time even issued their own
banknotes. Their most notable con-
tribution to the country was to
import top-class merino rams, there-
by raising the quality of wool pro-
duced.

“The English textile mills bought
all the wool available and wool
became the most valuable export
from the Cape and so everyone was
happy.

“The Jewish community was
founded in 1850 and was never a large
one and at its peak had fewer than 40
families. The last members were
Frank and Brenda Horwitz who
passed away in 1998 and 2005 respec-
tively, both in their eighties.
“Throughout its history of 155 years
the community battled to survive and
held on to the end. Some facts will
illustrate its struggle for existence,
namely ground for a cemetery was
granted by the governor of the Cape
in 1858 and over its entire lifespan
only 48 burials took place (average
one every three years).

“A shul-cum-hall was only built in
1954 when there were 13 families left
in the town. This happened only
because of a generous donation from
a wealthy man in Johannesburg. For
the consecration all the VIPs and
religious leaders of the town and dis-
trict were present.

“There must have been more non-
Jews than Jews present. By this time,
the wealthy Mosenthals had long
abandoned Graaff-Reinet although
the name still exists.”

To be continued.

PORT ELIZABETH
From Rollo Berman:

“I grew up in Port Elizabeth (the
Friendly City) and received my
schooling at the famous school, Grey
High. I matriculated in 1956. In those
days 20 per cent of the learners were
Jewish as there was no Jewish day
school. We had four matric classes of
30 each and 10 in each class were
Jewish boys.

“Every three weeks there were
card tests and if you failed them you
were sent to the rector’s office for a
hiding. In those days corporal pun-
ishment was acceptable. I will never
forget the day 10 of us were sent to
the office.

“When one of my classmates was
being whacked, another classmate,
Alvin Woolf got such a fright that he
began reciting the ‘kaddish’.

“PE had a big community in the
‘50s and ‘60s and we possessed many
characters who uttered some unfor-
gettable phrases. One gentleman who
ran a very lucrative wholesale busi-
ness had a very heavy Yiddish accent.

“I heard him saying to a friend of
his: ‘You know, Hymie, I am a very
experienced boyister and I played
boyls ven you ver in your infantry’.

“He went to the Jewish Club and he
asked the manager: ‘Mr menerger, vy
is der fleg flying half-moon? Who
died?” Once he wanted to impress us
that he was going to fly from PE to
Johannesburg in a Skymaster. He
said: ‘I am flying mit a new aero-

3 93

plane. It is called a mixmaster’.

* CORRECTION

In the Issue of March 2 2007, we wrote
about David Migdal Teperson who
lives in Israel and is currently col-
lecting the names of all South
African Jewish servicemen who were
in the forces in the Second World
War. Those with access to e-mail
were asked to send their names and
details to him, but unfortunately
the e-mail address given was incom-
plete. The correct address is
dave_tep@netvision.net.il His postal
address is PO Box 9590 Kfar
Shmaryahu 46910 Israel. Please help
him to complete the task.

A MITZVAH
TO NOT PASS OVER
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“All who are hungry come and partake”
Help make the celebration of our freedom tangible
for our 437 families
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HARON

Make your
contribution today.

Nedbonk Limited At No: 1911087363
Branch Nome: Balfour Park

A Branch Code: 151105
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ATAPESTRY OF SONG FROM AFRICA,
ISRAEL, BROADWAY AND BEYOND.

A Tribute To Malcolm Zaidel 2|

STARRING

z Oshy, Avron, Nachie & Len
With Lionel Mkhwanazi,

B The Incredible Marimbas,

| Jose’s Voices Of Africa
Musical Direction By Jeanne
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Saudis’ new diplomatic activity

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

FOR THE first time in years, serious
Israeli-Arab peace moves seem to be afoot.
The key mover is Saudi Arabia and the
key document is a 2002 peace initiative
that it sponsored.

The Saudis have quietly been exchang-
ing ideas with Israeli leaders on changes
in the document that would make it more
palatable to Israel. They also have been
closely co-ordinating their moves with the
United States and the Arab world.

For its part, Israel is working with the
United States on a common front. The
Israelis and Americans believe that the
Saudi peace plan, with changes along the
lines Israel is suggesting, could become a
basis for comprehensive peace talks.

For the Saudis, regional stability is the
name of the game. They identify two main
sources of potential unrest in the region:
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and
Iranian radicalism.

Their new assertiveness is an attempt to
deal with both - the significance for Israel
could be enormous.

On the Palestinian front, the Saudis
have made a number of striking moves.
They’ve revived their 2002 peace plan and
put it on the table for prior discussion
with Israel; helped Hamas and Fatah
reach a national unity agreement in
Mecca; and provided the Palestinians with
millions of dollars to help their struggling
economy.

In other words, the Saudis have helped
to create what some see as conditions for a
new Israeli-Palestinian dialogue.

But more than trouble with the
Palestinians, the Saudis are motivated by
fear that Shi’ite Iran might act to desta-
bilise their regime and that of other

Western-oriented Sunni Muslim states by
launching a terrorist war against them.

They also fear that Iran’s threatened
attacks on American interests through-
out the Middle East could destabilise the
region.

The Saudis therefore are determined to
persuade Iran, one way or another, to
moderate its policies. That clearly jells
with Israeli and American interests.

The Saudis do not oppose American or,
according to some reports, Israeli mili-
tary action to pre-empt Iran’s nuclear
programme and curb Iranian influence,
but they prefer the diplomatic route. An
early March meeting in Riyadh between
Saudi King Abdullah and Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was a
last-ditch effort to halt the Iranians’
drive toward nuclear weapons.

But it also was an attempt to get Iran
on board for the peace initiative with
Israel. After the talks, the Saudis
announced a sensational breakthrough:
Iran was ready to accept the Saudi peace
plan, which entails recognition of Israel.

If true, it would have been a strong
added incentive for Israel to engage. But
Iran denied it had accepted the plan,
which indeed would have contradicted
that country’s oft-stated aim to see Israel
wiped off the map.

Nevertheless, no one disputes the ris-
ing Saudi influence.

“With the active encouragement of the
White House, the Saudi king is becoming
the No 1 mediator in the Arab world, tak-
ing over the role from Egypt’s President
(Hosni) Mubarak,” Arab affairs analyst
Smadar Peri wrote in Yediot Achronot.

In her view, the Saudis have become
key instruments of American policy in
the region. For example, they've been
using their economic and diplomatic
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Shalom,

| am very happy to continue my connection with [UA-UCF South Africa in

the capacity of

National Keren Hayesod representative of the Legacy

programme, a programme designed to assist individuals in continuing their
love, support and devotion to the Jewish State beyond their years.

You will be receiving this message at the time of Purim, the miracle of
Jewish Survival in the defeat of Haman due to the heroic efforts of
Mordechi and Esther. The story of the Megilah is indeed inspiring. It is more
so when we celebrate the miracle of Purim in the context of the modern

State of Israel's survival.

You and | know that Israel has faced its many challenges of survival in no
small measure because of us.The Jewish people's determined and
uncompomising committment to Israel's security has strenthened the
Jewish State. Our role has been crucial. It continues to be so.Unfortunately
there are those who would rejoice over the destruction of the Jewish State.

We are a people of miracles but we do not depend on them. To a very large
degree, what happens in Israel is a result of our own doing. This is the

message of the Megilah.

You have been an important partner in our struggle. You can continue to

be so, for generations to come

Consider making making a philanthropic bequest to Israel to ensure our

people's future

Indeed miracle working is a collaborative process.let us make sure that we
continue to play are part long after we've reached the age of 120.

I look forward to meeting with you to discuss your perpetual involvement in

Jewish survival.

Rabbi Adi Sltanik

Keren Hayesod South Arican Representative of the Legacy Program

For further information call Wendi on (011) 645-2504

muscle to prevent a sharp rise in the price
of oil and to put heavy economic pressure
on Syria.

“The fear of the Iranian octopus is driv-
ing the Saudis and bringing about their
growing closeness to the US,” Peri wrote.
It also is creating an identity of interests
between the Saudis and Israel.

The key player on the Saudi side is
national security adviser Prince Bandar
Bin Sultan. Bandar, who served as Saudi
ambassador to Washington for 22 years,
has been mediating between the United
States and Iran. Most important, he has
been leading secret contacts with Israel
over the Saudi peace initiative.

Still, American input on the Israeli-
Palestinian and wider Israeli-Arab tracks
will be crucial. With this in mind, some
Arab players are trying to convince the
United States to lean on Israel.

On the eve of a Washington visit,
Jordan’s King Abdullah II declared that
the time had come for the United States to
use its influence on Israel “to prove its
transparency to the people of the region
and that it is not biased”.

To ensure the United States stays on its
side, Israel sent two of Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert’'s top aides, Yoram
Turbovitch and Shalom Turjeman, to
Washington to co-ordinate policy. They
want to make sure that Washington backs
the Saudi initiative only if it makes the
changes Israel has suggested.

The main sticking point for Israel is the
Saudi plan’s prescription for millions of
Palestinian refugees and their descen-
dants. The 2002 formulation would give
the refugees a right to return to Israel
proper, which virtually all Israelis see as
shorthand for the destruction of the
Jewish state through a demographic
onslaught.

In the secret talks with Prince Bandar,
Israel has made it clear that the refugee
option is totally unacceptable. Foreign
Minister Tzipi Livni argues that in the
context of a two-state solution, it’s logical
that Palestinian refugees would return to
a Palestinian state, not Israel.

According to unconfirmed Israeli press
reports, Saudi King Abdullah has ordered
an appropriate change in the text. The
plan, according to these reports, now says
refugees will have a choice: either to
return to the Palestinian state or stay
where they are - in Jordan, Lebanon or
Syria - and receive financial compensa-
tion.

The Saudis also reportedly hope to per-
suade Syria to drop its opposition to relin-

quishing the demand for a “right of
return” to Israel in exchange for lifting
Damascus’ international isolation.

If the Arab League adopts this posi-
tion in the summit, scheduled for the
end of March in Riyadh, it would consti-
tute a dramatic change in the Arab posi-
tion - and, some feel, essentially would
force Israel to accept the revised plan as
a basis for negotiation.

The plan offers normalisation of rela-
tions with the entire Arab world, provid-
ed that Israel withdraws to its perilous
pre-1967 armistice lines and resolves its
dispute with the Palestinians.

But the chairman of the Arab League,
Amre Moussa, denies that there is Arab
agreement on amending the Saudi plan.
Moreover, even if the plan is changed,
will the Palestinians agree to forego
their demand for a right of return?

Hamas most certainly would not. It

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
addresses the media at the United
Nations on Sept. 21, 2006. (Credit: Marco
Castro/UN)

prefers to put off difficult final-status
issues like refugees to a later date.

Therefore, in secret back-channel
talks with an unofficial Israeli delega-
tion, the terrorist group is proposing an
alternative to the Saudi plan: a five-year
ceasefire that would follow an Israeli
withdrawal from most of the West Bank
and the dismantling of all roadblocks. In
return, the Palestinians would guaran-
tee a ceasefire against Israelis “any-
where in the world”.

None of this is a done deal. But after a
long diplomatic drought, a number of
interesting and thoughtful proposals are
now on the table. (JTA)

AROUND THE WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

POLITICAL UNREST SPURS ANTI-SEMITISM

PRAGUE - Hungary's leader has warned
of rising anti-Semitism.

Prime Minister Ferenc Gyurcsany
said in an interview published over last
weekend that the hatred of Jews in
Hungary had reached new heights since
a wave of anti-government protests last
year.

"I have to say that there have never
been so many anti-Semitic remarks as
now," Gyurcsany told Britain's Times
newspaper.

US: IRAN SANCTIONS DRAFT TO START NEXT WEEK

WASHINGTON - The United States
expects the nations confronting Iran's
nuclear ambitions to begin drafting
new sanctions next week.

Representatives of the five veto-
wielding nations on the UN Security
Council, plus Germany, conferred last
Thursday morning in a conference call,
the US State Department said in a
statement.

They discussed the most recent
report by the International Atomic

Hungary's left-leaning government
was disgraced in September after it was
revealed to have lied about the economy
in order to win the previous election.

Gyurcsany said that during the result-
ing demonstrations, protesters tried to
blame Jewish politicians, apparently
with the encouragement of right-wing
opposition members.

"There is something horrible happen-
ing," said Gyurcsany, whose wife is of
Jewish descent. (JTA)

Energy Agency, the UN nuclear watch-
dog, suggesting that Iran had increased
nuclear activities in defiance of a
Security Council resolution from
December that imposed limited sanc-
tions.

"They had a good productive discus-
sion during which they made progress
in agreeing on the elements of a resolu-
tion," the statement said, adding that
another conference was scheduled for
Saturday morning. (JTA)
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Under his fingers stone and bronze come to life

STAFF REPORTER

WHAT DO a plastic surgeon and
a sculptor have in common?
Plenty, if one looks at the life of
Professor Laurence Chait, well-
known medical specialist and
sculptor.

Chait says his knowledge of
the anatomy of the human body,
knowing exactly which muscles
are where, knowing the shape of
bones and cartilage and the
underlying framework and
skeleton, have helped him in his
sculpture.

Chait first became interested
in art and sculpting when he
was a child and he used to visit
their neighbour who was an artist. He
learned basic art skills and started dab-
bling in painting before experimenting in
sculpting in clay, plaster of paris, cement,
clay, marble, wood and stone, before turn-
ing to bronze.

He also learned a lot by talking to other
artists and by reading books on the sub-
ject.

His father was a general practitioner so
it was natural for Chait junior to follow in
his father’s footsteps into a career in med-
icine.

His first one-man exhibition was in 1973
at the Lidchi Gallery in Bree Street in
Johannesburg.

His main influences have been from the
sculptures of the cycladic culture and the
tribal art of Africa. Sculptors such as
Brancusi, Hepworth, Lipschitz, Moore
and South African artists Khumalo, Legae
and Borborecki, have also had a signifi-
cant influence on his development.

Chait had further exhibitions at the
Trevor Coleman Gallery in 1978 and 1981,
at the Natalie Knight Gallery in Hyde
Park in 1990, 1992 and 1993, the Crake
Gallery in Norwood in 1987, 1996, 1999 and,

Professor Laurence
Chait - plastic sur-
geon and sculptor.

more recently in 2004. He has
been involved in many group
exhibitions over the years.

His sculptures are in two
forms: abstracts and realistic
pieces involving animal and
human forms and are in
wood, stone and bronze.

He enjoys the abstract as,
he says, it gives him “licence
to create forms which have
never been created before”.
Today he works almost exclu-
sively in bronze.

Chait has had numerous
public commissions, includ-
ing from the University of
the Witwatersrand Medical
School for the busts of
Professor D J du Plessis in 1977, followed
by a bust of Professor J J Orenstein,
Professor Craib, Dr and Mrs Adler and
Professor J Myburgh.

These are housed at the Medical School
and at the History of Medicine Museum in
Johannesburg. Among many others, he
has done a bust of Sir Herbert Baker, com-
missioned by the Parktown Heritage
Foundation. His famous piece, Jock of the
Bushveld, was in the grounds of the
Johannesburg Hospital on the site of Sir
Percy Fitzpatrick’s house at Hohenheim,
before it was vandalised, having one of its
legs sawn off.

It lay damaged for five years but Chait
has now restored it and it has been placed
in the Johannesburg Zoo.

He has also done a sculpture of
Professor Phillip Tobias which is on exhi-
bition at the Sterkfontein Caves.

Other sculptures are represented in
numerous collections both in South Africa
and abroad. He currently has permanent
exhibits at the Chris Crake Galley in
Grant Avenue, Norwood and at the White
House Gallery in Oaklands, one specialis-
ing in his abstract work and the other in

his realistic work.

Chait also does charity work
for the Jewish community, hav-
ing modelled the Lions Shul in
Doornfontein and auctioning it
during the shul’s restoration to
help raise funds. He has also
donated a sculpture to the
Jewish Women’s Benevolent
Fund to raise funds.

Chait has now been commis-
sioned to sculpt Max, the
famous gorilla from the
Johannesburg Zoo who was
acclaimed as a hero when he
attacked - but was shot in the

process - by an escaping robber.
This sculpture is 2,5 metres
high and should be completed
and unveiled soon.

“He is the animal icon of the
20th century, “ said Chait. “I
have studied his photographs
and consulted with his handler
to make sure the sculpture is as
true to form as possible.”

Chait says he sculpts during
his spare time and always finds
time to do so when his mind is
clear. He gets an idea and “fid-

dles” with it until it takes
shape. He loves to work in
bronze as he finds it a flexible
medium which can expand, can
easily be changed and remodeled, and is
largely unbreakable.

He admits that he still experiences a lit-
tle anxiety and stress when he is commis-
sioned to do work, often wondering how it
will pan out, “but it always does in the in
end”. It is a wonderful challenge, he
admits.

“I am happy to take advice from anyone,
especially from my subjects. I am always
happy to take criticism and make
changes.”

He so enjoys sculpting that he gives his

The Lions Shul in Doornfontein sculpted by
Professor Laurence Chait.

medical registrars weekly classes, which
they enjoy immensely. “It is difficult to
teach because it is so individual. But they
love it and find is relaxing and creative
and it teaches them about form and helps
them with their plastic surgery studies.

“Plastic surgery is about form and
reconstruction. It teaches them and
enables them to envisage the end result
and what steps to take in reconstructive
surgery.

“The process is the same as plastic sur-
gery - to have the end in mind from the
start,” he says.
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report
Popularity stakes
between Canada

and Israel

SOUTH AFRICA and Israel are both countries
that provoke strong emotions and have at dif-
ferent times been intensely admired and also
disliked.

In 1994 South Africa, accustomed during
apartheid to being a pariah state, subject to
boycotts, sanctions and opprobrium in the
world, switched to being the darling of the
world, symbolised by Mandela, De Klerk and
others, who projected our political transfor-
mation into the world as an example to be
emulated.

For Israel the issue is more complicated,
particularly because of the religious element.
It has always had its strong friends and viru-
lent detractors. During its first few decades it
was admired in the West as a plucky little
country being built by idealists out of barren
soil - even though the Arab world always
rejected it.

After the 1967 Six Day war in particular, it
was held in awe as a courageous little David
standing up to a mighty Goliath - the Arab
armies intent on destroying it.

Since then its image has taken a beating in
parts of the world. In a 28 000-person global
survey done for the BBC recently, it was
ranked with Iran and the United States as a
state with the most negative influence in the
world among nine other countries including
Britain, Canada, China, France, India, Japan,
North Korea, Russia, and Venezuela.

Respondents holding negative views towards
Israel, Iran and the US, amounted to 56 per
cent, 54 per cent and 51 per cent respectively.

Canada came out best, with 54 per cent of
respondents viewing it positively, followed by
Japan and France.

Should Israel care, with so many other
things to contend with? After all, at the same
time, a recent Gallup poll shows Americans
are more pro-Israeli today than 10 and 20 years
ago. It revealed that in all polls conducted
since 2000, the average level of sympathy for
Israel rose from 41 per cent to 53 per cent. A
major contributing factor in this is the huge
number of Evangelical Christians, who sup-
port Israel for religious reasons.

Some Jews and Israelis, however, are wary
of this support because of certain religious
beliefs of the Evangelicals.

Jews have provoked strong likes and dislikes
in Europe and elsewhere for centuries and
many will say that by extension Israel now
does the same; it is nothing new, and Israel
should shrug it off and deal with the real
threats confronting it, like the Islamist move-
ments and Iran who want to destroy it.

Moreover, Israel’s economy is booming as
never before and its trade and other links to
the rest of the world are growing exponential-
ly. When Israelis and Palestinians make peace
one day, things will change.

It is easy for Canada to be popular. It lives in
a benign neighbourhood and has no need to
protect its existence against mortal enemies. If
it had to do so it would also rapidly become
less popular in the messiness and brutality of
war.

But Israel should care. The bravado of
shrugging off the world’s opinions may feel
good but is unwise, even if the views of most
respondents to the BBC survey are based on
superficial criteria, such as television images
of the Israeli army in action against
Palestinians, with little understanding about
the nature of its enemies or its need to defend
itself.

Israel is not free of wrongdoing. But when it
is criticised, the knee-jerk repost is to say:
“Yes, but the other side behaves far worse!
Why don’t people condemn them instead of
us?”

It is an unfair world and there are certainly
double standards at play. But in this media-
dominated, globalised world, the TV image of
a country really does matter. Wars - and peace
- have been won or lost because of it.

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Breathing Jewish air in the Big Apple

LIVING and teaching in New York pro-
vides a serious opportunity for reflec-
tion.

From a Jewish perspective, I must
confess that the richness and diversity
of Jewish life is astounding and liber-
ating. Whereas, in South Africa the
grinding conformity of the Orthodox
establishment and the hegemony
enjoyed within local Jewry of voices
like my two favourite readers, David
Abel and Ivor Davis, exhausts my
puny attempt to see a rich, tolerant,
diverse and, dare I say it, thoughtful,
intellectually engaged Judaism.

Frankly, within the broad frame-
work of Judaism presented in South
Africa, I find the struggle to find
meaning in Jewish life almost impossi-
ble.

By contrast, in New York I can meet
and engage with Jews who take seri-
ously the moral dilemmas posed by the
ongoing impasse in the Middle East;
not everyone thinks the same!

I can find communities including
within Orthodoxy, who take issues, for
example of a woman’s role within
Judaism, seriously. I find engaged
Jewish intellectuals, some of whom
know more Torah than I find any-
where in my own country, including
the rabbinate!

Let me not be misunderstood. The
establishment here is as vigorous in
stamping out dissent on Israel than is
the case back home, save that they do
it with some measure of panache and
style.

Recently, a furore broke about the
American Jewish Committee’s attack
on Jews who are critical of Israel, by

THE JURY IS
ouT

Dennis Davis

way of a publication of Prof Alvin
Rosenfeld on their website, although in
most cases the targets were advocates
of a single state as opposed to those
like me who steadfastly argue for a
meaningful two state solution.

One only needs to stroll through
parts of Brooklyn, particularly on
Shabbat, to realise that monastic
Orthodoxy is alive and well. In short,
all the features of established Jewish
life in South Africa are present and
vigorously operate in New York.

My point is a simple one: no one
group here as yet has succeeded in
sucking all the oxygen from the Jewish
room. Unlike in South Africa, I do not
battle to breath Jewish air.

So I hear my usual interlocutors
reply in one of three ways (this I
should inform the balance of my dear
readers is not based on conjecture, but
upon previous and regular replies to
my contributions): (a) We always knew
you were a self-hating Jew; (b) We are a
small community and hence cannot be
diverse; or (c) Even if we may have had
pockets of diversity before on religion,
we have now progressed to new levels
of religiosity and in the case of Israel
we are under world attack, so we must
be firm.

As to a): This is the usual response,

never directly stated but always hinted.
Frankly I do not need to justify my
Jewish identity and its critical part in
who I am to a Jewish thought police.
No-one should!

As to b): The 80 000 odd Jews in South
Africa do not all think the same and in
small but significant pockets, different
Jewish identities do attempt to flour-
ish, notwithstanding the best establish-
ment efforts to the contrary.

As to ¢): I accept and am equally dis-
turbed by the rise of anti-Semitism.
When I last looked, however, at the his-
torical record, I did not find that rabid
anti-Semites were choosy about forms
of Jewish identity when they launched
their vicious attacks.

Let me make it clear: I have no prob-
lem with the rise of the forms of
Orthodoxy as presented, particularly in
parts of Johannesburg; to the contrary,
I am delighted that so many take their
Judaism seriously. But if we celebrate
every day that three patriarchs
engaged with G-D in their own particu-
lar way, maybe we should understand
that our tradition from inception was
contested.

If so, a tad of modesty and hence
respect for all who struggle with their
Judaism may be indicated.

Every Shabbat evening, I sit with my
family and read the commentary on the
parsha by (UK) Chief Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks. From time to time my son says to
me: “No-one other than Rabbis Sacks,
Steinhorn and you believe in this
approach.”

After a couple of months in New
York, mercifully I can say he is wrong.
But oy - I have to return soon.

A democratic Hamas?

THE WEST, especially America, is so
busy spreading democracy to the Arab
world, argue Israel’s enemies, that it is
prepared to go to war to effect regime
change.

But when the Palestinians democrat-
ically elect a government, the West
rejects the results and imposes suffo-
cating sanctions. Put differently, the
West touts democracy, but when it sees
it in action, it unhesitatingly acts unde-
mocratically.

There is some logic to this argument
but it soon breaks down into absurdity.
The voting process may well have been
free, fair and democratic when the
Palestinians went to the polls in
January 2006, but the victorious party,
Hamas - winning 76 seats to Fatah’s 43 -
is anything but democratic.

It is an Islamist organisation whose
very raison d’étre is the establishment
in Palestine of a state run by Islamic
law and the concomitant destruction of
the State of Israel. “There is no solu-
tion for the Palestinian question except
through Jihad,” says its 1988 founding
charter.

As is the norm in these post-modern
days, one person’s terrorist is another’s
liberation fighter, so while the West
regards Hamas as a terrorist organisa-
tion, Hamas claims to be a resistance
movement, its name having been con-
structed out of the acronym of the
Arabic  equivalent of  “Islamic
Resistance Movement”.

It is hardly surprising, therefore, that
there is such unqualified support for
the Hamas-led Palestinian government
among local Muslims, but what amazes
me is the way in which the “liberal left”
unthinkingly supports it.

Yes, the occupation must end and a
viable and independent Palestine, on
contiguous territory, must come into
existence. Yes, Israel, in countering sui-
cide bombings, continues to cause
untold suffering for Palestinians, but
these “liberals” don’t want to see two

ON
= ' BALANCE

4 Jocelyn Hellig

states.

The “occupation” for them is the
whole of Israel and the Jewish state
must be dismantled so that one bi-
national secular state called Israel-
Palestine, where all citizens will be
equal, can be established.

Israel is condemned as an
“apartheid” - nay worse, a “Nazi”-
state so as to thoroughly delegitimise
it in the eyes of the world and pres-
surise it into surrendering itself to the
mercies of “democracy”.

Advocates of the one state solution -
numerous in South Africa because
they naively believe that the mode of
negotiation here can be replicated in
the Middle East - assure us that the
horror predictions of chaos and
revenge accompanying the handover
of governance here were simply ruses
for whites to hang onto power, and
that, like here, they will prove ground-
less there.

Apart from other weighty considera-
tions such as the Jews’ need for sover-
eignty over one tiny stretch of land
where, in the wake of near annihila-
tion, they can make political decisions
over their own lives, what kind of
democracy can be envisaged with
Hamas so prominent in the
Palestinian leadership?

The only “democratic” thing about
Hamas - using the word “democracy”
as loosely as everyone else does - is the
extent to which it extends humanitari-
an welfare - health, educational, cul-
tural and other - services to its own.
This constituting 90 per cent of
Hamas’ activity, it is not surprising

that the Palestinians voted it into power
in place of Fatah’s corrupt and ineffi-
cient rule, although there is always the
nagging doubt that they support Hamas’
sinister ideology.

Employing the usual disingenuous
argument used by Muslims that they are
not anti-Semitic but anti-Zionist -
despite frequent resort to the Protocols
of the Elders of Zion and Holocaust
denial - Hamas regards the present-day
State of Israel as an Islamic waqf, a
trust that can never be surrendered to
non-Muslims.

Accordingly, the appropriate station
of Jews is the same as that when Islam
first emerged in the 7th century - a scat-
tered, powerless and landless minority
living under the governance of either
Christianity or Islam.

In the latter case, Jews were “dhim-
mi”, second-class subjects who would be
protected under Islamic law on three
conditions: acknowledgment of the
superiority of Islam, payment of a spe-
cial tax and keeping a low profile.

This is consistent with Hamas’ char-
ter, which aims to “raise the banner of
Allah over every inch of Palestine, for
under the wing of Islam followers of all
religions can coexist in security and
safety where their lives, possessions and
rights are concerned”. Simply put, Jews
must be dhimmi and “know their place”.

The February 8 Mecca Agreement,
which resulted in a reconstitution of the
Palestinian government giving Fatah
more say, offered a ray of hope that
Hamas would finally bring itself to
recognise Israel’s right to exist but, so
far, nothing has changed.

It’s all very well for liberals here to
point to South Africa’s successful nego-
tiations but, looking back at ANC state-
ments over the years, they were always
democratic, a truth to which Nationalist
propaganda blinded most of us.

The same cannot be said of Hamas.
How, then, does the liberal left propose
to establish a single secular bi-national
democratic state in the Middle East and
how, exactly, does it propose to handle
Hamas?
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The story of two Eastern
giants awakening

LESLIE HARRIS

CHINESE PRESIDENT Hu Jintao’s
recent visit to Africa was remarkable
because he visited seven countries on
the continent, international affairs jour-
nalist Jonathan Katzenellenbogen (pic-
tured), told a Second Innings meeting in
Johannesburg last week.

Talking on “economic growth in China
and India”, Karzenellenbogen said nei-
ther British premier Tony Blair nor US
president George W Bush would spend
12 days on a seven-country tour of the
continent, and that demonstrated the
extent of China’s commitment to Africa.

Although India also wished for a
greater role in Africa it could not make
the same commitment as China because
it had fewer resources.

The differences between the two coun-
tries is brought into sharp focus when
one visits their commercial capitals.

Shanghai Airport is new, spotless and
gleaming. Everywhere there is large-
scale development and new buildings.
One travels from the airport to down-
town Shanghai by Magnatrain, a train
which travels by magnetic levitation,
enabling it to reach enormous speeds.

By contrast the airport in Mumbai, the
commercial capital of India, is in a terri-
ble state. Walking out of the airport one
is accosted by beggars and one then
spends hours in a small taxi in the
Mumbai traffic to get to one’s hotel.

Both countries have embraced globali-
sation. They account for 40 per cent of
the world’s population and almost a
quarter of the world economy. The US
now accounted for only about 17 per cent
of the world economy.

Although both countries were far
poorer than the US, they were among the
fastest growing economies in the world,
Katzenellenbogen said. In 2005, the lat-
est year for which statistics are avail-
able, China and India accounted for half
of global GDP (gross domestic product)
growth.

Katzenellenbogen attributed the
growth in China and India to key eco-
nomic reforms. “Even with a little bit of
economic reform you can get a lot of
growth, at least in the first few years,”
he said.

China’s growth began in the 1980s,
when the government started to intro-
duce market-based reforms. India’s
growth only began in the 1990s, when the
government began to reverse decades of
socialist policy.

Katzenellenbogen noted that though
both countries were growing rapidly, the
sources of growth were different.

China’s economic growth was based
on heavy investment in infrastructure
and buildings, relatively high output
from manufacturing, and low consumer
spending.

India’s infrastructure remained terri-
ble and its economic growth was based
more on the service sector, with manu-
facturing having a small effect on the
economy. Many of India’s service
exports were related to information
technology and business processing.

Katzenellenbogen  believed that
authoritarianism, combined with the
ability to stick to capitalist rules where
it counted, accounted for the fact that
China was growing faster than India.

Authoritarianism meant that things
could be done quickly. Getting projects
approved by planning commissions took
no time at all, and there were no protests
if an area had to be cleared to make way
for a highway. This was not the case in
India.

Although China’s growth began in the
1980s, before the infrastructure was
developed, the main contributor to eco-
nomic growth had been heavy invest-

ment spending in infrastructure.

However, when considering total fac-
tor productivity, or labour and invest-
ment capital combined, India showed far
faster growth than China.

This was a more valuable indicator
because one was not relying only on
investment for growth. Rather one relied
on brains, productivity and new knowl-
edge. This was the case in India.

China’s growth was vulnerable
because it relied so heavily on invest-
ment. If, for any reason, investment fal-
tered, growth would slow as well. It was
also difficult to sustain high levels of
investment indefinitely.

India was being held back by its inabil-
ity to reform. Efforts to lift the caps on
foreign direct investment had met with
resistance, and restrictive labour laws
were still in place. For example, if a farm
employed more than 100 workers, none
of them could be fired without getting
permission from the government. Many
companies, therefore, did not expand as
much as they might do.

Restrictive labour laws were also an
impediment to economic growth in
South Africa, Katzenellenbogen pointed
out.

He added that the rise of any new
power led to tension. China also wanted
to modernise its military and was look-
ing to Israel to do so. The US was con-
cerned over China’s military build-up,
and its ability to attack satellites in
space.

There were also tensions between
India and China. Although trade
between the two countries rose by 30 per
cent over the past decade, there were
still no direct flights from Shanghai to
Delhi.

China’s Africa strategy could be
explained in part by its growing depend-
ence on African oil. India was also look-
ing for more foreign oil but had not emu-
lated China’s strategy in Africa.

There were still relatively few Chinese
and Indian brands on South African
shelves, Katzenellenbogen said.
However, consumer habits in South
Africa were changing and it was likely
that more Indian and Chinese goods
would be sold here.

WILDERNESS

Renowned ecotourism company, Wilderness Safaris, is
offering a fully-catered kosher safari - indluding Shabbat
- at stunning Pafuri Camp in the northern Kruger National
Park. No ordinary safari, this event allows kosher guests
to enjoy all the facets of a private game lodge - delicious
meals, game drives and walks - as well as having the priv-
ilege of spending Shabbat in one of the most beautiful,
remote places in South Africa.

Accommodation is at Pafuri Camp, in the 24 000-
hectare private Makuleke Concession that lies between
the Limpopo and Luvuvhu Rivers; this is considered one of
the most scenic areas in the park. lts biodiversity is leg-
endary, including rare nyala and eland, herds of buffalo
and elephant, predators such as lion and leopard - and
incredibly prolific birdlife. The camp is a blend of
Makuleke style and quintessential Wilderness Safaris: a
pristine, unspoilt location, enthusiastic, knowledgeable
staff and respect for the environment.

Pafuri Camp is the perfect place for Shabbat, with
a private boma for davening and meals, an eruv, a kilo-

Kosher Wilderness Safaris in Kruger
Hassle-free safari in Kruger's largest private concession

metre-long boardwalk along which to stroll, two
lounges and a fascinating library.

Every tent overlooks the Luvuvhu River, so just sit-
ting on the deck and watching the animals come down
to drink is as exciting as any game drive!

The Kosher Wilderness Safari runs from Thursday
midday through to Monday moring and includes all
meals (mehadrin kosher); game drives and walks (plus
a Shabbat walk within the Techum!).

More about Pafuri: http://www.pafuri.com

Dates: May 10 - 14 (4 nights; 5 days)

Price: R6 600 per person sharing
Children under 12: R250 per night;
Family rooms available

Includes:  Accommodation, meals, game drives,
game walks

Excludes:  Drinks, conservation fee for Kruger

National Park, transport to/from Pafuri

Places are limited so book early.

Contact Tania at Wilderness Safaris on taniaj@wilderness.co.za or 011-257-5109
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BEYADEINU

Giving youth (15 - 25) the

to interview and make personal

connections with Holocaust
survivors

Giving Holocaust survivors the

to educate by sharing their stories

with the next generation

For information call:
076 422 3487

E-mail: info@beyadeinu.co.za
Website: www.beyadeinu.co.za

s I
I;- § "7'::_ A COMMUMNITY PROJECT OF THE JOHANNESBURG JEWISH HELPING HAND - CHEVRAH EADISHA




12  SA JEWISH REPORT

09 - 16 March 2007

TAPESTRY

ARTS MATTERS

COMPILED BY ROBYN
SASSEN
Call 084-319-7844 or
info@frodo.co.za at
least one week prior to
publication

Apartheid Museum, Crown
Mines: “Gauge”, by Philip
Napier. Until March 30.
(011) 309-4700.

Civic Theatre, Braamfon-
tein: SA Ballet Theatre per-
forms “Romeo and Juliet”,
until March 18. In the People’s
Theatre, “Alice in Won-
derland” until April 10. In the
Tesson, the Actors’ Centre per-
forms “Much Ado About
Nothing”, until March 17.
(011) 877-6800.

King David Victory Park:
“Back to the ‘80s” a musical
production starring Joseph
Gerassi, Renos Spanoudes,
Lara Wittels, with musical
direction by Dudley Trollope.
March 21-29. (011) 466-7860.

Liberty Theatre on the Squ-
are, Sandton: Dawn Lindberg
directs Esmeralda Bihl, Lizz
Meiring and Anne Powers
“The Good Body”, until March
31. (011) 883-8606.

Market, Newtown: “Pieter-
Dirk Eish!” in the main the-
atre, until March 17. From
March 23, “Shirley, Goodness
and Mercy” by Chris van WyKk,
directed by Janice Honeyman,
starring Zane Meas. In the
Laager until March 18, “Go a
Phelwa”, the best of the
Market’s Zwakala Community
Theatre Festival, directed by
Rachel Paledi. (011) 832-1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: In
the Studio, “Stressed to Kill”
with Alan Committie, until
March 31. The musical “Hair”
in the Main Theatre until May
20. (011) 511-1988.

Rabbi Cyril Harris Com-
munity Centre, Oaklands: A
tribute to artist Sidney
Goldblatt (1919-1979) March
18-28. (011) 728-8088.

Standard Bank Gallery,

Johannesburg: Santu
Mofokeng’s “Invoice” and
David Lurie’s “Table

Mountain”, until March 17.
(011) 631-1889.

State Theatre, Pretoria: In
the Opera, “Giselle” and
“Swan Lake” by St Petersburg
Ballet. Until March 16.
(012) 392-4278.

University of Johannesburg
Theatre, Auckland Park: On
March 9 and 10, the FNB Dance
Umbrella features “Blankets of
Shame” by Sylvia Glasser and
a new collaboration called
“Muramba” between South
African artist Sifiso E Kwe-
yama and Zimbabwean Gilbert
Douglas. (011) 482-4140.

Wits University Theatre
Complex: In the Great Hall,
“Voices: a tapestry of song
from Africa, Israel, Broadway
and Beyond” a tribute to
Malcolm Zaidel, on March 14.
Proceeds for Hatzolah.
082-574-4770.

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

No holy cows for our Pieter Dirk Uys

Show: “Pieter-Dirk Eish” (Main
Theatre, Market Theatre
Complex, Newtown: (011) 832-
1641)

Cast: Pieter-Dirk Uys

Until: March 17

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

EISH... he may be 61, but Pieter-
Dirk Uys is as comfortably in his

be constituency. She’s like a huge
bird, her gaze critical, but not
unempathetic.

The show’s climax is the pres-
ence of Evita Bezuidenhout. Cast
against a huge poster; it is pitched
as a presidential tout. South
Africa’s most famous dame, she’s
been on the political entertain-
ment scene since 1985, when she
was ambassador of

Bapetikosweti, an imaginary
black homeland.

Modelled on female icons,
including Evita Peron and Sophia
Loren, her values grew out of
those of the stereotypical High
Apartheid Afrikaans privileged
madam. She’s an amalgam of ele-
gance, prudishness and political
and moral rectitude.

Her madamhood is not the only

stride as political clown as ever he
was. “Pieter-Dirk Eish” is designed
like Uys’s previous works, where
he mimics stereotypes in our
socio-political landscape.

The material, reliant on the idio-
syncrasies of political rhetoric, is
sharply honed. “We laugh at
things we are scared to death of,”
he says; his jokes about crime, sui-
cide bombers, poverty and corrup-
tion are really funny.

Watching him put on his face
and change his costume onstage,
you might believe that there are
no surprises, but the hidden ges-
ture which adds the transforming
wig or glasses sets the tone. Think
of Adriaan Vlok in yellow plastic
gloves. He carries a bucket and
rag. His entering gesture is to
wash black audience members’
feet.

Think of a presidential candi-
date in an extravagant feathered
headdress, addressing her would-

Mrs Patel. (PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY BUZ PUBLICI

TY)

one under critical scrutiny:
there’s a Jewish kugel with a
Vietnamese nanny Kkeeping the
grandchildren in tow; Mrs
Pietersen, who owns a bric-a-
brac shop and whose husband is
now too white to be employed;
Mrs Indeera Patel who unwit-
tingly hijacks; there’s even
Mother Teresa, who is given
Zapiro-like life, bright green
Crocs and all.

Speaking of Crocs, there is no
mention of “Die Groot Krokodil” -
(PW Botha) who Uys takes off so
well. Rather, the show’s focus is
presidential candidacy, offering
Evita as capable of healing our
society with humour as her
weapon.

Uys’s characters feed this asser-
tion. They range from the bergie
who loves the idea of Trevor
Manuel as president; to Kader
Asmal who presents a guide on
how to be a stand-in president at a
moment’s notice, punctuated with
smoker’s croup; to a ventrilo-
quist’s puppet playing (President
Thabo) Mbeki with his own points
to argue.

Twelve years into democracy,
current news continues to write
Uys’s scripts; his sharp, quick
brilliance and energy levels in
this two-hour performance attest
to his celebrated reputation.

Hilarious comedy with many home truths

Show: Stressed to Kill

Cast: Alan Committie

Venue: Studio, Montecasino Theatre,
Fourways

Until: March 31

REVIEWED BY PETER FELDMAN

EVERYBODY gets stressed in one way
or another and this aspect of modern
living is brought hilariously to the
fore in Alan Committie’s feverish new
play.

Committie is a master comedian
whose strengths lie in his sponta-
neous, quick-witted improvisational
skills. His show is different at every
performance, I should imagine,
depending on audience reaction.

He has an uncanny way of remem-
bering the names of those he has
interacted with during the show, and
some of the dialogue that flows
between the various individuals
makes for truly entertaining theatre.

On opening night, for example, he
dealt with people who loved reading
Enid Blyton and JK Rowling, and then
proceeded to dissect some ridiculous
facets of the plot structure.

Stress in all its varied forms is

roundly tackled by Committie who
works his way through subjects which
your average person wouldn’t think
twice about.

Ever think about strolling into your
nearest shop to buy your daily news-
paper and the trauma that can flow
from a malfunctioning till scanner. Or
the stress involved when you go into
you favourite restaurant, peruse their
menu and then have to decipher the
meaning of each dish and what kind
of food you’ll be getting on your plate.

Contemporary dance, cellphones,
trying to find a parking spot in a busy
shopping centre and a running gag
concerning a musician waiting for the
right moment to strike his instrument,
are elements engagingly stitched into
the fabric of the show - and the results
are achingly funny. I haven’t laughed
with such intensity in a long time.

At the end of the show Committie
introduces a favourite TV character,
Johan van der Walt, the toothily chal-
lenged security guard who gives a lec-
ture in broken English how to protect
oneself in the face of danger.

Alan Committee has created a com-
edy niche for himself. He’s witty, topi-
cal and always entertaining.

Johan van der Walt in Alan Committie’s “Stressed to Kill".
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY PIETER TOERIEN THEATRE)

Milosevic’s irritating mannerisms jar

Concert: Johannesburg
Philharmonic Orchestra (Linder
Auditorium)

Conductor: Emmanuel Siffert
Soloist: Vladimir Milosevic, piano
Programme: Music by Glinka,
Rachmaninov and Sibelius

REVIEWED BY PAUL BOEKKOOI

VLADIMIR Milosevic is still a
young pianist (can you remember
when you were in your mid-twen-
ties?) and already a professor of
piano in Belgrade. His solo-con-
cert for the JMS last month was
brave, but with ingrained manner-
isms which are alarming in the
21st century. They include left-
hand before right hand playing at

the beginning of chord passages
and less than perfect memorising.
For Rachmaninov’s Piano
Concerto no 1 in F-sharp minor,
opus 1, a pianist needs titanic
strength and airborne agility.
Milosevic is not there, as yet. Very
glib, perfunctory and at best duti-
ful, one doesn’t find it very com-
forting listening to a high-tension
performance, as his was on the
second JPO night (Thursday).
Insecurities in his note-spinning
is something which happens with
the best of pianists, but at the end
one tends to be left a bit limp by
the sustained intensity due to a
lack of repose. Even in the central
Andante both pianistic and
orchestral contributions had a

brooding air that was apt in a gen-
eralised sort of way.

But at the end of the day it all
sounded quite external. It’s a pity
when the JPO’s artistic committee
kills the legacy of the wondrous
Rachmaninov-playing by Olga
Kern so relatively soon after she
performed the full cycle of the
composer’s works for piano and
orchestra with the JPO.

The concert opened on a happi-
er note with Glinka’s charming
Waltz Fantaisie - lively and deli-
ciously idiomatic - which Swiss
conductor Siffert unfurled with
just the right amount of insou-
ciance. This, in many ways, is the
Russian version of Weber’s
Invitation to the Dance.

Glinka’s ability to vary melodies
- not by developing them, but by
constantly changing their contra-
puntal, harmonic and orchestral
textures - showed the way to his
compatriots Tchaikovsky, Bala-
kirev and Rimsky-Korsakov.

Siffert gave us real Nordic
drama in the shape of the Sibelius
Symphony no 1 in E minor, opus
39, even if he sometimes seemed
determined to hector the music
rather than letting the music’s own
inner fire take over.

Apart from not reining in the
brass section, the performance
was fresh, ardent and unaffected,
but, where necessary, provocative.
Solos in many sections of the
orchestra sounded superb.
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FELDMAN
ON FILM

Peter Feldman

The Good Shephard

Cast: Matt Damon, Angelina
Jolie, Alec Basaldwin, Billy
Crudup, Robert de Niro
Director: Robert de Niro.

Robert de Niro has turned director
here but this exercise in boredom
should never have got off the
drawing board.

Its intentions are good but its
execution is turgid. Screenwriter
Eric Roth has created a plodding,
laborious work which is not
helped by De Niro’s self-indulgent
approach to a complex subject, the
formation of the CIA.

Though “The Good Shepherd”
is about its history, it focuses on
the colourless career of one char-
acter, Edward Wilson (Matt
Damon), a patriot who under-
stands the value of secrecy and
honour.

The character is a cold fish,
devoid of feeling or expression,
and it’s a long, hard trek as we are
pulled through a storytelling
labyrinth that relies on a non-lin-
ear narrative technique.

This 164-minute endurance test
uses plenty of flashbacks to high-
light isolated incidents from
America’s past, such as the ill-
fated Bay of Pigs in 1961 and the
Cold War tussles with Russia, but
it’s all clumsily done without
intrigue or suspense.

The many star names are sorely
under-utilised, especially
Angelina Jolie (as Wilson’s wife),
Michael Gambon and Alec
Baldwin. A tight-lipped De Niro
puts in a brief appearance as the
head of the Office of Strategic
Services (OSS), the precursor to
the CIA, which recruits Wilson for
its nefarious work.

If “The Good Shepherd” has
anything to say it’s about the total
dedication and sacrifices one man
is prepared to make for his job.
There aren’t too many of those
around today.

The Last Kiss

Cast: Zach Braff, Jacinda Barrett,
Rachel Bilson, Tom Wilkinson,
Blythe Danner
Director: Tony Goldwyn

“The Last Kiss” is the remake of
an engaging Italian film,
“L’Ultimo bacio”, but given
American sensibilities. It cele-
brates yuppie angst and deals with
a couple in their late 20s who have
issues with commitment and
monogamy.

Zach Braff, of “Scrubs” TV
fame, plays Michael. He is an
obnoxious and self-centred indi-
vidual. He goes into a spin when
his girlfriend of three years, Jenna
(Jacinda Barrett), announces dur-
ing dinner with her parents,
played by Blythe Danner and Tom
Wilkinson, that she is pregnant.

The prospect of settling down
and raising a child sends cold shiv-
ers down Michael’s spine. His situ-
ation is compounded when he has
an affair with Kim (Rachel Bilson),
an attractive, free-spirited student,
whom he feels has the spontaneity
he now craves.

Tony Goldwyn’s film has a cer-
tain charm and some wonderful
Paul Haggis dialogue, even though
Zach Braff is weak as a leading
man. Audiences will, however,
empathise with the characters and
their predicaments.

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

A few good and
not-so-good reads

REVIEWED BY GWEN PODBREY

Being the Strong Man a Woman
Wants by Elliott Katz (Award
Press, ISBN 0-9736951-0-2)

No-one can fault Katz’s
sincerity in exhorting
his fellow men to be
“strong” - ie, decisive,
confident and resour-
ceful - in order to
impress their loving
wives and girlfriends.

However, while his
advice certainly strikes many impor-
tant chords in its estimate of what
women find desirable in a mate, it
stops short at actually telling men
just how to go about becoming these
decisive, confident, resourceful types.

Katz bases the book on a conversa-
tion between a grandfather and
unhappily married grandson, with
the older man giving pointers to
revive a flagging relationship.
However, for a hag-ridden husband
whose wife’s nagging has effectively
emasculated him already, lessons in
just how to reclaim his own manhood
might have been far handier.

Still, a sweet and earnest volume
with some useful insights.

A Jew Like Me and You by Dan
Munteno (Dog Ear Publishing,
ISBN 1-59858-199-6)

Dan Munteno - born into a middle-
class Rumanian Jewish family -
endured the hardships of that coun-
try’s Communist regime until he and

his family emigrated to

A Jew | Israel in the 1970s.
Like Me After serving in the
and You | Israeli Defence Forces,

he underwent medical
training in Italy and
Israel and visited
Africa on an interna-
tionally-supported
Israeli medical mission. Now living
permanently in South Africa, he has

distilled in this work a lifetime of
observations regarding human
behaviour - at its best and its worst -
and presents them in a series of
short, occasionally cryptic tales.

These range from personal experi-
ences to anecdotal thumbnail sketch-
es of interactions between individu-
als. An extremely lightweight, but
pleasant enough read.

Brothers by Chayym Zeldis (Toby
Press, for orders visit: www.toby-
press.com)

First published in 1976, this revised
edition of Zeldis’s acclaimed novel
explores the life of a character pur-
porting to be the brother of Jesus
Christ.

Consumed by evil, distorted by bit-
terness and ruthlessly manipulative,
this older sibling relates the long,
unhappy saga of his quest for power
in Judea - while his little brother
achieves fame as a self-appointed
prophet preaching a very different
world outlook.

The novel is splendidly researched,
and is replete with highly detailed
descriptions of the Roman political
hierarchy, the brutal intrigues that
conferred favour and
disfavour upon men
jostling for authority -
4 and the increasingly
wide chasm between
the two brothers’ val-
ues.

As a reconstruction
of Christ’s betrayal
and crucifixion, the
novel is admirable - although, at over
500 pages, it becomes cumbersome
and self-indulgent. The acrid soul of
the narrator, too, tends to exhaust the
reader, since there is only so much
spleen that can be digested before it
becomes tedious.

However, an intriguing fictional
journey into the circumstances of
one of the most enigmatic characters
who ever lived.

Dishing up some mediocre
Westernised Russian fare

Ballet: “Giselle” (Opera, State
Theatre, (012) 392-4278)

Company: The St Petersburg Ballet
Theatre

Orchestra: Johannesburg
Philharmonic Orchestra
Composer: Adolphe Adams
Choreography: After Jean Coralli
and Jules Perrot

Until: March 16

Performances of “Giselle” are inter-
spersed with performances of “Swan
Lake” during this season.

REVIEWED BY MAXINE DENYS

SOUTH AFRICAN balletomanes
have seen many wonderful produc-
tions of “Giselle”. This is not one of
them. Apart from Prima Ballerina
Irina Kolesnikova, and a disciplined
corps de ballet, the St Petersburg
Ballet Theatre, established in 1994, is
largely a mediocre company, which
presents a Westernised style rather
than a rigorously Russian one.

Kolesnikova is a consummate bal-
lerina but not ideally suited to the
role of Giselle. She is simply too regal
to portray a vulnerable and naive
peasant girl. Technically masterful,
her interpretation was marred by
inexpressive hands, and very superfi-
cial acting ability.

Dmitry Akulinin partnered her
adequately as Albrecht, but did not

help at all with interpretation.

Some of the best dancing came from
Sabina Yapporova and Andrey
Yakhnuk in the Peasant pas de deux.
They had an engaging audience rap-
port, and coped with the difficult cho-
reography with deceptive ease.

While dancing was markedly
Western, acting was decidedly
Russian: archaic and cardboard. A per-
fect example was Dymchik Saykeev as
Hilarion, whose role demands a wide
range of nuanced characterisation.

Saykeev is billed as a character-
dancer, but this rendition was one-
dimensional. As the jilted lover he was
angry, distraught, very distraught, and
then he died.

A major distraction at this perform-
ance was the inadequately rehearsed
Johannesburg Philharmonic
Orchestra. This is unworthy of them
and the ticket prices demand better.

The St Petersburg Ballet Theatre
will bring in the crowds but will not
satisfy discerning ballet cognoscenti.
Evidently, a full-scale production such
as this, with orchestra, is what the pub-
lic are clamouring to see.

Renowned critic Robert Greig once
observed: “The audience was ecstatic
for reasons that probably had little to
do with common sense or care for bal-
let; the ‘Only-imports-are-any-good’
mentality is stunting local ballet audi-
ences.”

ENJOY MORE
TIME WITH
YOUR FAMILY
THIS PESACH

OUT OF THIS WORLD, SUPERB,
STUNNING, SUPER-DELICIOUS,
AWESOME, SPECIALLY-PREPARED
GORGEOUS FOOD.

IDEAL FOR SEDER TABLE
OR ANYTIME

As only Shelley Geffen's exciting
Beth Din approved Pesach Kitchen can make

Phone Shelley or Ruth
Tel: 011 440-3882
Fax: 011 786-8647
E-mail: shelleygeff@mweb.co.za

Y % W % b APPROVED BY THE BETH DIN 4 PESACH OR ANYTIME

Earthcote

TRADITION REMIXED

It’s that “P......... word”
time of the year!!

All of your planning and cleaning is going to make this
PESACH an even more beautiful and spiritnal time by
PAINTING with Earthcote.

Make each room and crevice cleaner than ever with
our earthy tones and luxurious natural textures.

Visit one of our stores nearest to you and be inspired
by a trained Earthcote design consultant,

Bedfordview (011) 615 8974 » Blackheath (011) 678 5611
Dainfern (011) 469 4938 » Hyde Park (011) 325 5985
Lifesiyle Garden Centre (011) 791 6863

Parkhurst (011) 447 1069

www,earthcote.co.za

WANTED * WANTED *« WANTED
DON'T SELL IT! AUCTION IT!

If you are spring cleaning, moving,
emigrating or have a deceased estate;
we are looking for antiques,

Art Deco collectables, furniture, jewellery,
F\/;e:ec h artwork, appliances, household items,
Ajggh computers, chandoliers, light fittings,
sale persians, office equipment, silverware,
e watches, clocks, vintage
clothing, sculptures, furs,
FUSSE” dinner services, tea services, crystal,
auctioneers  Royal Doulton, Royal Albert,

wheare everylhing goes Murano, Moorcraft, etc

Personalised service o Contact us to join our data base
Cnr Garden and Allan Rds, Bordeaux, Randburg

O (011) 789-7422 © (011) 789-7609
©083 675 8468 Orka@global.co.za
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Disclaimer

The letters page is intended to provide opportunity for a range of views on any given topic to
be expressed. Opinions articulated in the letters are those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the editor, staff or directors of the Jewish Report

Guidelines for letters

Letters up to 400 words will get preference. Please provide your full first name and surname,
place of residence, and a daytime contact number. We do not publish letters under noms de
plume. Letters should preferably be e-mailed. Letters may be edited or shortened.

A take on minorities in Europe

I REFER to the Jewish Report of March 2
2007, your editorial and report on the
address by Winston Churchill (Junior),
regarding Muslims in Europe.

As long as the minority group (Muslims
in this case) are subservient, have a low
standard of living and do not occupy high
positions, they will be tolerated.

However, should their standard of liv-
ing (on average) rise above that of the
general population, they will start experi-
encing resentment.

Europe, being a democracy, the minori-
ty group will have representatives in all

spheres of politics, ie some will be active
in anti-government parties. The pro-gov-
ernment rationalists will use this as a rea-
son to attack the minority, in other words
the nationalists will generalise and attack
all members of the minority even those
who are pro-government.

Should some evil paranoid genius arise
to lead the right-wingers, they might even
attempt to obliterate the minority group.

J R Brenner
Cyrildene
Johannesburg

Send e-mails to commission

YOUR MARCH 2 edition quoted the Irish
Commission for Justice and Social Affairs’
chairman, Bishop Raymond Field, as say-
ing: “Where there is evidence of systematic
abuse of human rights on a large scale, as
in the occupied territories, there are ques-
tions that must be asked concerning the
appropriateness of maintaining close busi-
ness, cultural and commercial links with
Israel.”

Earlier in this section you reported that a
group of Irish bishops said that Israel’s
policies had turned the Gaza Strip into a
“large prison”.

Anyone wanting to protest against these

accusations can e-mail this commission on
icjsa@iecon.ie

May I point out that prior to the 1967 Six
Day War, the Gaza Strip was totally sealed
along its borders with Israel and open,
though for limited access, on the Egyptian
border.

This is more or less the situation today
and still, contrary to the pre-1967 situation,
there is access of goods and workers, to and
from Israel on a limited scale.

Meir Greiver
Morningside
Sandton

Fascinating view on cherubim

WHAT AN interesting article by Rabbi
Yossi Chaikin (Jewish Report February
23) on the different views regarding the
cherubim in the “Holy of Holies”. It puz-
zled me too when I read the verse in 2nd
Chronicles about two weeks ago.

Could it possibly be that there were two
separate sets of cherubim in the “Holy of
Holies” in King Solomon’s Temple?

The one set is part of the cover on the
Ark of the Covenant (measuring 21/2 x
21/2 cubits - Exodus 25: 18 - 20) and anoth-
er pair standing next to each other (not on
the cover) with a total wing span of 20
cubits( 2 Chronicles 3 : 10)?

Piet Botha
Durbanville

Endorsement for transparency quest

IN RESPONSE to a recent letter to the
Jewish Report by a former colleague,
Gerald Zimbler, I fully endorse the senti-
ments expressed by him regarding the
need for transparency when it comes to
welfare organisations in the South African
Jewish community, with one particular
organisation in mind.

It goes without saying that the sincerity
and devotion of our community in assist-
ing our brothers and sisters in Israel as
well as local communities is legendary.
However, it is time to take a much closer
look at who runs certain of these organisa-
tions, with respect to the following:

1. how the monies are collected,

2. what amounts are utilised for adminis-
tration costs, and most importantly

3. the final amounts that the beneficiary
organisations eventually receive.

The money collected is from the commu-
nity, therefore the community has the right
to take welfare bodies to task to explain all
expenses, for example, paying particular

‘There is

THE HOLOCAUST was the most terrible
tragedy in our history. Six million Jews,
including one and a half million chil-
dren, were not simply murdered, but tor-
tured to death in the most sadistic and
cruel way.

Many of those Jews were truly reli-
gious observant, real tzadikim. Where
was G-d?

All along our history, we suffer major
calamities: famine in our land, enslave-
ment in Egypt, 40 years in the desert, we
were conquered several times, both tem-
ples were destroyed, we were exiled and
dispersed all over the world, we lost
about 80 per cent of our people (the 10
tribes), we were frequently persecuted
and discriminated. We suffered the
Spanish Inquisition, pogroms, and ulti-
mately the Holocaust. Where was G-d?

Why is it that all miracles and good
things that happen to us, we attribute to
G-d (and we thank and bless Him for it)

attention to unnecessary overseas trips,
flying certain employees out from Israel
every couple of months, that vehicles
belonging to these organisations are used
privately, and that some staff are utilised
after hours for private purposes and paid
overtime by the welfare bodies concerned.

It is up to the lay leaders of these organi-
sations to take control, and not have the
“wool pulled over their eyes” by fancy talk
and titles from the people running these
organisations.

The lay leaders should be in their posi-
tions by believing in the organisations they
represent, and not because they want the
honour and “yichus” of seeing their pic-
tures in the local press. The persons run-
ning the day-to-day activities of these
organisations seem to think that it’s their
own personal campaign, rather than that
which benefits the community and Israel.

Jonathan Labe
Johannesburg

9
no G-d
but all the bad and terrible tragedies that
befall us is our own fault or “we don’t
know G-d’s ways...”

If there was a G-d, as religious people
believe, He must be responsible also for
the disasters and not only for the mira-
cles.

Every single year, millions of people
(not only Jews) die all over the world as a
consequence of natural disasters, dis-
eases, wars, etc. Do all those victims
deserve to suffer and to die? Is this the
kind of world that G-d had created for us?

Certain animals must kill to eat.
Others are born to be eaten. Even trees
and plants kill each other! My under-
standing is clear: G-d could never have
created such a world. Therefore the only
conclusion is that there is no G-d.

Shabbat Shalom

Yossi Bogacz
Johannesburg

Flipside of Messianism

AFTER READING Bennie Katzman’s letter
about Messianism emanating out of some
Afrikaner churches in the northern sub-
urbs of Cape Town (Jewish Report, Friday
March 2) the time has come to put that situ-
ation into a more prominent perspective.

I wish to take this opportunity to turn the
tables somewhat and introduce a sense of
awareness and an opportunity for the
Jewish community here at large.

There has been a massive movement with-
in a particularly large segment of American
Christians towards the intense acceptance,
support and love of not only Israel, but also
for the Jewish people as well. Mostly, and
more importantly, there is no hidden agen-
da and no ulterior motive to convert.

I refer to the about 16 million Evangelical
Christians in the US, who are also known as
“Premillenniasts”, “Dispensationalists” and
“Christian Zionists”. During the recent
Lebanese war, the sum of $80 million was
collected by these Evangelicals to assist
those Jews whose lives were severely finan-
cially affected.

This is in strict opposition to “Jews for
Jesus”, which in recent years has been
strongly reprimanded and ousted from the
Evangelical movement.

In South Africa too and particularly
among some of the more charismatic
Afrikaner churches, the love and support

for Israel, their belief in the Jews as the
“Chosen people” and a “Light unto the
nations” is also sincerely preached among
themselves together with the belief that
“Israel is a fulfilment of biblical prophecy”.

I would briefly like to quote from a leader
article written by Michael Freund and pub-
lished in the Jerusalem Post Magazine,
December 22 2006 headed: “In praise of
Christian Zionists”.

“That leaves evangelical Christians the
best hope for ensuring that bedrock US sup-
port for Israel remains firm and unwavering
in the years and decades to come. In other
words,” he writes, “the future of the rela-
tionship between Israel and the US might
very well hinge far less on America’s Jews
than on its Christians.”

I conclude by calling for an active under-
standing of these Afrikaner churches and
the reaching out of a hand of friendship and
introduction to those who genuinely hold
the Jewish people in esteem.

They too can be an additional voice
against some of our political “brethren”
who are so ignorantly prejudiced against
Israel and Judaism. We Jews need all the
friends and outside support we can get.

Simon Berg
Illovo
Johannesburg

Bahat is wrong on Jerusalem

A COMMENT by one of Israel’s most respect-
ed archaeologists, Dan Bahat, in the Jewish
Report of February 9-16, “Like good wine,
Bahat just gets better”, cannot go unchal-
lenged.

It is contained in the following paragraph
when he remarked on the relevance of
Jerusalem to Islam that with regard to
Jerusalem’s status as the third holiest city in
Islam, he (Bahat) observed that it had been
declared as such for political rather than reli-
gious reasons and that aside from the
mosques on the site of the Temple Mount,
Muslims had done comparatively little build-
ing in the city.

Jerusalem has never been as “big” a city
materially as it has been in the sacred psyche.
Jerusalem’s significance has never been
related to its size. Its importance is due to the
Prophets who worshipped there.

Muslims - who revere all the Prophets -
embrace Jerusalem as sacred. To aver that
Jerusalem is Islam’s third holiest city due to
politics, as Mr Bahat does, is not true.

Mr Bahat has ignored Abrahamic tradi-
tion, or, as Sheikh Muhammad al-Jamal, an
imam at al-Agsa Mosque, points out:
“Jerusalem is a city for all peoples and for all
times.”

But to the significance of Jerusalem in
Islam:

- Jerusalem was the second place of worship

on earth after Adam constructed the
Meccan Ka’bah (rebuilt by Abraham).

- Jews honoured the Ka’bah until polytheists
despoiled it. Jerusalem was the Qiblah
(prayer direction) of all Prophets until
Muhammad.

«Qur'an 17 (and Prophetic narrations)
describe Muhammad's miraculous journey
from Mecca to Jerusalem where he ascend-
ed into the Heavens from the rock on the
Temple Mount.

» The Western Wall is where Muhammad tied
up his mystical steed, al-Buraq. The Qur’an
states that the precincts of al-Agsa (called
the “furthest mosque”) are blessed. Muslim
scholars are unanimous that this refers to
Jerusalem.

» The value of prayer in al-Aqgsa is rated as
500 times more than anywhere else (except
for Mecca and Medina) by Muhammad.

» The Prophet Muhammad exhorted Muslims
to visit three cities: Mecca, Medina and
Jerusalem.

Restraint of space precludes me from fur-
ther validating the Islamic significance of
Jerusalem, a city loved by Muslims infinitely
more for religious reasons than for political
ones.

Yours in Peace,

Shafiq Morton
Cape Town

Beware of Jew-hating Jews

IN THE last six years in particular, since
Yasser Arafat launched a war of terror
against Israel’s people, I have often wondered
what the reasons are for the intense hatred
and violent rage, especially by Muslims and
the Left, of Israel and her people.

South Africa is periodically rocked by
nationwide paroxysms of vicious rage and
murderous hate of the tiny nation of Israel,
encouraged by the ruling party and its allies,
civil society, universities and the media.

Dennis Prager in his book Why the Jews?
The Reason for Antisemitism in one chapter
deals with the topic of non-Jewish Jews and
anti-Semitism. This is particularly interest-
ing to me, because leftwing Diaspora Jews
who hate Israel, are a major source of anger
and disgust for me.

Prager is also vexed by the question of
explaining Jews who devote their lives to
hurting Jews. He points out: “Among no
group in the world are there so many individ-
uals who so single-mindedly attempt to dam-
age the group into which they were born.”

He gives as examples the loathsome Noam
Chomsky who has dedicated much of his life

to defending those who wish to destroy Israel,
and to demonise Israel and her people, fre-
quently comparing Israelis to the Nazis; and
Norman Finkelstein who lectures throughout
the world, calling Israel a Nazi state and
demanding its destruction.

Indeed, many Jewish ultra-leftists lead the
“get Israel” movement, sponsoring pro-
Palestinian hate rallies, leading campaigns
for divestment from Israel, and demonising
Israel and her people in the media and univer-
sities.

The reason for this phenomenon must be
understood as being that Jewish radicals, like
other radicals, lack roots, and hate Jews (such
as the Jews of Israel) who do have roots and a
national identity.

“The Ubermensch, which is how they see
themselves, rises above such parochial identi-
ties”, as Prager puts it.

Also, they likely believe that if they side
with those who hate Jews, they will not be
hated by them.

Gary Selikow
Johannesburg
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Churchill’s views
‘not constructive’

LAST WEEK’S article by your Staff
Reporter on page three, entitled
“Islamic fundamentalists cause world
problem”, cannot go unmentioned.
The article reported on the address of
Winston Churchill (grandson of the
late prime minister) at a fundraising
dinner. The headline itself is myopic,
setting the tone for most of the article.

The world’s problems cannot be
blamed on Islamic fundamentalists
alone. Surely, “it takes two to tango”.
Churchill espouses the view that the
world is facing a major problem. Yet
the situation is far more complex than
just two protagonists and this
Islamaphobia is far from constructive.

Churchill says that the world is fac-
ing a major problem of extremists
who have declared war on innocent
civilians throughout the world.

What about America and her allies
invading Afghanistan and Iraq? What
about the Islamic life lost through the
operations of this supposed arsenal of
democracy? What is the justification
for these invasions? Afghanistan and
Iraq are not responsible for the 9/11
attacks, and are not in possession of
any weapons of mass destruction.

Churchill asserts that “at their
(Muslim) current rate of reproduc-
tion, France will soon be an Islamic
country under Sharia law.” This kind
of talk is simply not constructive.
Does Churchill suggest that we steril-
ize the Muslim population? Should we
set up gas chambers for them? That is
what a statement like that sounds like
to us.

Not every Islamic country practises
Sharia law. This unfounded assump-
tion of Sharia taking over the world is
ridiculous. What about addressing
George Bush’s Christian fundamen-
talism invoking worldwide instabili-
ty?

This highly emotive issue raises
very subjective opinions and failing to
engage them in open honest debate is
both dangerous and irresponsible.
The article, while reporting on
Churchill’s views, assumes the
Jewish community agrees whole-
heartedly. The assumption of homo-
geneity in opinion within the Jewish
community - or, worse, the existence
of an overarching “voice” that cannot
be disputed, threatens to erode the
fibre of a community that self-
assuredly believes itself to have a
strong moral fibre.

This kind of rhetoric doesn’t solve
any of the world’s problems; it only
breeds fear, making us look like fas-
cists, blindly siding with it without
question.

What seems to have escaped both
speaker and audience is the complex
and long history of different acts of
human injustices: Churchill seems
ignorant of the colonial tyranny in
which his family has played a role.

We need to stop being so blind to the
false wisdoms of men like Mr
Churchill. Why not open up debate
and discussion from within?

Lee Klawansky
Daniel Friedman
Michal Singer
Damon Kalvari
Johannesburg

The headline to the referred article is
a fair reflection of the content. Never
was it said that Islamist fundamen-
talists “alone” are to blame for the
woes of the world. Fundamentalism
of any hue is enough to create a
tremendous sense of unease. To close
our eyes - or not report on - views
expressed by someone on our pages,
would amount to blatant censorship.
Is that what our letter writers sug-
gest, as they deem his views to be not
“constructive”?

Are our letter writers not merely
having “a go” at the younger
Churchill for the perceived “sins” of
his family? - Editor

The virtue of tolerance

ON EREV Purim we read about Amalek.
Watch out and keep watching for our enemies
from without!

Following on the last few weeks of letters in
the Jewish Report, it’s patently obvious the
enemy is among us too. We rant and rave and
become personal when on “attack” if issues do
not conform to the superposed perfect
norms... on matters affecting fellow Jews.

Not all of us Jews are perfect. And what,
pray, is the definition of perfect?

In the first issue we have among us those
who society has labelled as gay and lesbian.
The purpose of this letter is not to debate the
merits or otherwise of this lifestyle choice;
those that fit that societal label are neverthe-
less fellow Jews. So why the vitriol if they do
have a lifestyle different to yours or mine?

Then there are sportsmen and administra-
tors of sports who “ply their trade” on
Shabbat. Some, as we know, are fellow Jews...
so again why the vitriol here?

Is it really so bad to recognise people for
their pursuits and esteem they have attained
in their calling? These people may not be as
observant as you or I, but they are Jews
nonetheless.

And lastly there is the hullabaloo around
Habonim. Are the allegations which abound
proven, or is it just hearsay that has raised the
temperature of the opinions and those who
choose to comment?

We preach tolerance as Jews in our relation-
ship with others. What about among our-
selves?

We advocate performance of mitzvoth. Does

this exclude our inter-Jew relationships?

Commentaries and volumes abound on the
subject of loving one’s neighbour as oneself.
That neighbour can also be Jewish, whose
choices of lifestyle or level of religious obser-
vance may not be the same as yours or mine.
Does that mean they are excluded from that
tenet?

Fellow Jews, are we rapidly getting into a
ghetto mentality where, unless one is part of a
society that practises a particular kind of
observance, one is an outcast and subject to
scorn and ridicule?

Have we forgotten the meaning of being a
mensch among ourselves?

As we approach Pesach I have asked more
than four questions. It’s time we should all try
and find answers.

Albert Glass, Cape Town
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Small in stature - a giant in chesed

ISAAC REZNIK

IT IS with a deep feeling and per-
sonal privilege that I write this
tribute about the late Rabbi
Graeme Finkelstein who was nif-
tar on Zayin Adar, the Yarzheit of
Moshe Rabbeinu.

In the vocabulary of human
emotion, words cannot express my
grief and sorrow at the passing of
a Talmud Chachom a gadol in
Torah, a close and dear friend, Reb
Hillel Gershon Finkelstein as he
was affectionately known.

Within hours of his passing the
funeral service was held and
attended by more than 1 000 peo-
ple, which was abundant proof of
the high esteem in which he was
held in the community.

Dayan Rabbi Boruch Rapoport
in his hesped, said that Rabbi
Finkelstein was a Talmid
Chachom and a gadol in Torah; his
love for Torah was boundless; he
was a pure soul, a person of
immense faith and trust; he spoke
about his bravery and his belief in
Hashem and what he taught oth-
ers during his illness and trying
times.

Rabbi Rapoport quoted from the
end of the slichot service, particu-
larly the last two verses, asking
Hashem to judge the widows, and
the orphans, and was confidant

that Rabbi Finkelstein would be an
advocate on high for the whole
community, and that we as a com-
munity should take a lesson from
him, to improve ourselves.

Rosh Beth Din Rabbi Moshe
Kurtstag, reiterated the words of
Rabbi Rapoport and also empha-
sised that the community should
learn from the suffering of Rabbi
Finkelstein, whose trust and faith,
always with a smile on his face,
and despite his pain, his love for
his fellow Jew, never ceased. He
taught us compassion, his courage
and faith will always be remem-
bered with admiration as a man of
humility, kindness, profound gen-
tleness and enormous chesed, and
he had touched so many lives.

The rosh yeshiva of Yeshivah
Gedolah, Rabbi Azriel Goldfein,
spoke of how he had met Rabbi
Finkelstein as a young student in
Durban some 25 years ago, whose
thirst for Judaism was unquench-
able, how he had started in the
yeshiva, and how he grew to
become a Talmud Chochim, even-
tually obtaining smicha from the
Johannesburg Beth Din and the
late Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris z’tl
in June 1991.

He loved Torah and would
always be found in the yeshiva,
studying for many hours.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein

said he was privileged to count
himself as a close friend and col-
league. He and Rabbi Finkelstein
had studied together under the
mentorship and tutelage of Rabbi
Goldfein shlita. He reiterated that
he was a great Torah scholar, and
as resident rabbi of the Chevrah
Kadisha, was very much involved
in helping, caring for and guiding
those members of our community
who are most vulnerable.

His deep and loyal commitment
to our Torah values of learning
and compassion affected so many
of us profoundly and indelibly.
Our memories of this commit-

ment will, please G-d, continue to
serve as a source of strength and
inspiration for all of us. He was a
true and faithful and loyal servant
of Hashem.

Rabbi Finkelstein z’tl was laid to
in the rabbis’ section, behind the
grave of the late Rabbi Aloy z'tl of
which he (Rabbi Finkelstein) was
a chosid.

Rabbi Finkelstein loved Jewish
history and we often spent many
hours, discussing past great rabbis
and leaders of the South African
Jewish community, and I would
share archival material with him,
to his great joy and pleasure.

Rabbi Finkelstein was a
madrich and involved in the man-
agement committee of Bnei Akiva
from 1980 - 1983, a rabbinical stu-
dent at Yeshiva Gedolah in
Johannesburg from 1983 - 1991,
and participated in community
and yeshiva programmes.

He taught Limudei Kodesh at
Yeshiva College (1990 - 1996) and
was involved with Nechama as a
senior counsellor, particularly in
terminally ill-bereavement coun-
selling. At Hirsh Lyons School he
taught grade 4-8.

He was the only Jewish member
of the Talisman Foundation and
served on their management com-
mittee.

As director for

Jews for

Judaism, Rabbi Finkelstein was
very passionate and visited the
United States several times, and
made a huge impact on the several
communities he visited. He was
quoted on many platforms and
stated: “We’re here to deplore dis-
honesty and deception, not to
deplore Christians.”

Rabbi Finkelstein also said:
“There is a thirst for spirituality in
the world. I would like to see Jews
thirst for spirituality and find it in
Judaism.”

His presence will be sorely
missed, leaving a large void. He is
mourned by his wife Shana and
children Avi, Na’ama, shira and
Tehila, his mother Brenda, his
brother Rael and his in-laws Itz
and Shirley Resnick, close family
and friends.

His work of loving-kindness he
fervently performed all the days of
his life in this world. May Hashem
grant his dear soul the rich reward
he earned on earth.

In his less than 41 years in this
world, he taught us, by example,
how great one can become
through intense ameilus (supreme
effort) baTorah and how much one
can accomplish by reaching out
and sharing one’s knowledge with
others.

May his memory be for a bless-
ing.

Holocaust scholar to visit SA

DAVID SAKS

SHORTLY after completing his
acclaimed movie Schindler’s List
in 1994, film director Steven
Spielberg established the
Survivors of the Shoah Visual
History Foundation, a non-profit
organisation dedicated to video-
taping and archiving interviews of
Holocaust survivors all over the
world.

From 1994 through mid-1997,
the Foundation conducted well
over 30 00 interviews in 32 differ-
ent languages and in 56 countries.
Nearly 52 000 video testimonies
were captured, and these have
been digitised and indexed and
are available to scholars and edu-
cators around the world.

The Institute further creates
educational products and pro-
grammes that are in use in 18
countries and 75 000 schools in the
United States and Europe, reach-
ing two million students.

Since 2006, Spielberg’s famous
institute has been known as the
USC Shoah Foundation Institute
for Visual History and Education,
based at the University of
Southern California. Its president
and executive director is the histo-
rian Douglas Greenberg. Pro-
fessor Greenberg, who has headed
the Foundation since 2000 follow-
ing a long and distinguished
career in a range of American
universities, will be visiting South
Africa later this month under the
auspices of the SAJBD.

“Henry’s Harmonica: Memory
and History in a Genocidal World”
is the intriguing title of a public
lecture to be delivered by
Greenberg at Beyachad on March
19. Described as “provocative and
moving”, this uses video testimo-
ny of a single Holocaust survivor
to explore the differences between
the way in which historians por-
tray the Holocaust and other
genocides and the way in which
survivors remember them.

The lecture also describes the
work of the Shoah Visual History
Foundation and discusses longer-
term implications of video
sources for teaching and research
in the humanities.

Greenberg’s academic teaching
career commenced in 1973, as

assistant professor of history at
Lawrence University. From 1979-
1986, he lectured at Princeton
University, serving for the last
four years as associate dean of the
faculty. He was visiting professor
of history at Rutgers University
from 1987-1993 and thereafter was
president and director of the
Chicago Historical Society before
joining the Shoah Foundation.

He has authored or edited
numerous books and essays on
the history of early America and
American law, as well as on tech-
nology, scholarship, and libraries.
More recently, he has branched
into writing and speaking about
the Holocaust and genocide and
their impact upon the modern
world.

Prof Greenberg’s lecture will be
taking place at Beyachad, 2 Elray
Street, Raedene, on March 19 at
19:30. To RSVP or for further
information, contact Shirley at
the SAJBD on (011) 645-2583 or
beagle@beyachad.co.za

Krugersdorp congregation downsizes in style

DAVID SAKS

KRUGERSDORP’S Jewish com-
munity celebrated another mile-
stone in its 113-year-old history
with the official opening of its new
synagogue centre on the last
Sunday of February. Chief Rabbi
Dr Warren Goldstein, former
rabbi of the Krugersdorp congre-
gation, Rabbi Zev Gruzd, country
communities spiritual leader,
Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft and past
and present members of the com-
munity were among those in
attendance on the historic occa-
sion.

Declining numbers motivated
last year’s decision by the congre-
gation to relocate from its 700-seat
synagogue, in use since 1968, to
smaller premises. The new shul,
which is within a stone’s throw of
the old building, has been estab-
lished in a formal residential prop-
erty and seats 150.

While now numbering only 141
souls, Krugersdorp Jewry remains
remarkably active, among other
things holding thrice-daily min-
yanim headed by its current spiri-
tual leader Danny Dworcan.

It is one of the few Jewish con-

gregations outside the main urban
centres (others include Oudt-
shoorn and Plettenberg Bay)
where regular services take place
on at least a weekly basis.

Speaking from the pulpit of the
imposing old synagogue building,
Rabbi Goldstein drew parallels
between the opening of the new
shul and the previous day’s parsha
reading, which described the
building by the Jewish people of
the Mishkan, the world’s very first
shul.

He stressed that even though
countless synagogues had come
and gone over the ages, their
achievements were an eternal part
of the spiritual legacy of the
Jewish people, and at the end of
days would be regathered to Eretz
Yisrael.

“Nothing is ever lost. We are all
part of the magnificent journey of
Jewish history, directed by
Hashem,” he said.

Marc Kopman, chairman of the
United Hebrew Institutions of
Krugersdorp, sketched the history
of the community from its estab-
lishment by the renowned Abner
Cohen and others in 1894 through
to the present day. The first shul

Outside the old shul, preparing to take the Sifrei Torah to the new

shul. Under the chuppah are Rabbi Moshe Silberhaft and Chief

Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

had been consecrated in 1903, at
which time the congregation
included Jewish residents of
neighbouring Randfontein.

The latter eventually consecrat-
ed their own synagogue. The pre-
vious synagogue had been the
third building used by the commu-
nity for that purpose. Plans were
afoot to convert it into a frail-care
centre for the aged.

Dr David Jankelowitz, president

of the congregation, thanked the
building committee for their dedi-
cated efforts in ensuring that the
new shul was ready in so short a
time.

He singled out for special praise
the committee chairman, Barry
Friedman, treasurer Mike Fitting-
hoff and the builder Jasper
Fourie, the latter who had com-
pleted the project at cost price
without any profit to himself.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
leads the removal of the Sifrei
Torah from the Aron Kodesh at
the old Krugersdorp Shul.
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COMMUNITY COLUMNS

ABOVE
BOARD

Michael Bagraim,
National Chairman

A column of the SA Jewish Board of Deputies

JEWISH HISTORY has unfortunately
demonstrated that when it comes to attacks
on the Jewish people, truth becomes virtual-
ly irrelevant. All too often, the most
grotesque anti-Jewish slanders have been
believed, and we know too well that words
inevitably lead to actions.

Perhaps the most serious slur currently
being levelled at us is the charge that Israel is
an apartheid state, a society that like its
South African predecessor is based on sys-
tematic racial discrimination and oppres-
sion, with the Palestinians as the victims.

The aim of this mounting propaganda
campaign is transparently to turn Israel into
a pariah state in the same way as happened
with white South Africa. What is at stake is
not the acceptability of this or that Israeli
policy, but the very right of Israel to exist.

One can only wonder at how a campaign of
this nature can be making such headway,
given the transparent falseness of its central
premise. South Africa under apartheid saw
the imposition of institutionalised race-
based separation in every conceivable field,
from the political arena through to place of
residence, public amenities, education, the
labour market and even the bedroom. The
system blatantly discriminated in favour of
the white minority.

“Non-whites” lived in a legislative strait-
jacket, their every movement and upward
mobility circumscribed by patently iniqui-
tous laws aimed at keeping them in a state of
permanent subservience.

To compare Israel to the above is an insult.
Israeli Jews and non-Jews attend the same
public schools, vote and stand for election

Apartheid comparison

insulting

together, live side by side in the same residen-
tial areas, enjoy the same freedom of move-
ment and job opportunities, make use in equal
measure of beaches and public parks and can
marry or live together with one another as
they choose.

Discrimination does exist in certain areas,
but this is in no way comparable to the kind of
oppression that existed in South Africa and in
any case it is being constantly confronted
through the Israeli courts and parliament.

Comparing Israel’s policies in the West
Bank and Gaza to apartheid may be superfi-
cially more credible, but this too is fundamen-
tally false. The reality is that Israel and the
Palestinian territories are in a state of war,
with the latter having launched countless
attacks on Israeli soldiers and civilians alike.

Israel is fully justified in taking the neces-
sary steps to ensure its own security, even if
these do inevitably impact negatively on the
lives of ordinary Palestinians. Crying
“apartheid” given the abnormal conditions
prevailing on Israel’s borders is simply dishon-
est.

The Board is currently in the process of
preparing a publication that will confront and
refute the pernicious “Israel = apartheid”
charge. Such an undertaking is long overdue,
and it is only logical that the South African
Jewish community, which saw at first hand
what apartheid was all about, should take the
initiative in this regard.

We have high hopes that this publication,
once completed, will become an indispensable
resource for those the world over who are
engaged in counter-propaganda work on
Israel’s behalf, both Jewish and non-Jewish.

The emotional resonance of anti-Israel slo-
ganeering is hard to counter, particularly in
our sound-byte era, but through persistence
and with the relevant facts at our fingertips,
we will surely prevail.

Musings on Jewish
happenings

and the CSO/EZRA, was clearly documented.

This definitely enabled guests to under-
stand and appreciate where their contribu-
tions go and who benefits from them.

The address given by guest speaker
Winston Churchill, comprehensively covered
in last week’s edition of this paper, resonated
loudly and clearly with everyone. He is with-
out doubt a great friend of Israel and the
Jewish people and we are proud to have been
able to present him to so many august mem-
bers of the community, and simultaneously
raise such a considerable sum of money
which will be handed over to the three bene-
ficiaries.

My appreciation, and that of the staff who
worked tirelessly to ensure that the evening
ran as smoothly as it did, goes to everyone
who attended and who, by their contribu-
tions, enabled those less fortunate to receive
generous donations. Many thanks!

The looming and terrifying spectre of a
nuclear Iran continues to cast shadows over
the Middle East, particularly Israel, and
much of the rest of the world.

South Africa has a good relationship with
Iran, and officials from both countries have
paid visits to one another and engaged in a
series of talks on various topics. We hope -
and trust - that our government, in debating
with President Mahmoud Ahmadenijad and
his ministers, will be able to convince him of
the folly of a nuclear attack on Israel as artic-
ulated in his desire to “wipe Israel off the
map”.

The consequences of such an action, for
the entire world, would be too terrible to con-
template.

The Yom Ha’atzmaut festivities this year,
the 59th year of Israel’s independence, will be
novel and exciting. We look forward to having
the community join us at a new venue.
Details will appear in the press very soon.

i;(uzr

FED FOCUS

Avrom Krengel
Chairman

A column of the South African Zionist Federation

IF THE excellent results of the Winston
Churchill Gala Dinner, hosted by the SA
Zionist Federation, are anything to go by,
then the Johannesburg Jewish community
certainly deserves the merit awarded it for
overwhelming generosity.

Eight hundred guests packed the
Sandton Convention Centre, on the night of
Monday February 26, to attend a fundrais-
ing dinner for three beneficiaries: in Israel,
children at risk, disadvantaged women and
the marginalised elderly who are the very
needy recipients of financial assistance
through the offices of WIZO SA and the
JNF SA; and the CSO, together with its
medical arm EZRA, which assists, aids and
protects our own local community.

All the guests received Churchill Forest
certificates, attesting to the fact that trees
had been planted in their names by the
KKL in the Winston Churchill Forest in the
lower Galilee in Israel.

This particular forest commemorates a
man who supported and defended the
rights of the Jewish people to their own
homeland, and is a fitting tribute to one of
the great statesmen of all time.

A highlight of the evening was the excel-
lent multimedia presentation elucidating
the roles of the different communal organ-
isations. In-depth information on the SA
Zionist Federation and the SA Jewish
Board of Deputies, as the two main com-
munal bodies, introduced the presentation
and their work, and that of the JNF, WIZO
SA, the IUA-UCF, the Israel Centre, the
Zionist youth groups, the Israel Now Tour
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Yeshiva Marharsha Boys’ School bochrim with Rabbi Menachem Raff aboard a double decker bus, catch-
ing a tan and enjoying the mitzvah of spreading yichus and joy. (Photo: Shelley Elk)

Purim filled with dancing
and merrymaking

SHELLEY ELK

IT WAS difficult to choose a
party this Purim. A vast array of
possibilities presented them-
selves, and if humanly possible,
it would have been terrific to
attend them all. The major
theme, was joy, music and fun.
Getting the show on the road,
literally, Yeshiva Maharsha
Boys’ School rolled around pre-
dominantly Jewish suburbs of
Glenhazel and Highlands North
in a double decker open bus, fully

loaded with bochrim and led by
Rabbi Menachem Raff.

“Dancing in the streets” was
headed up by Yeshiva Gedola
bochrim, who also read the
megillah at more than 20 loca-
tions including old age homes,
hospitals, restaurants, and
schools, throughout the day.

“The King lives and rules” fea-
turing Elvis, at their Supreme
Bowling event was produced and
directed by Aish HaTorah, with
inspiration featuring Rabbis
Errol Gamsu and Shlomo

Karpes,

The King was discussed at
Aish’s Sunday braai. Rabbi
Gamsu said that in order to
experience a level of transcen-
dence and realisation that
Hashem was behind everything,
“we need to lose control”.

He added that during the nor-
mal days of the year people put
their hopes and dreams into the
more physical aspects of life
and look up to people, like Elvis,
who is at the end of the day, just

a man..

Scaling an inflated climbing wall, on the gro-
unds of King David Linksfield at the monster
Purim Bash fundraiser. (Photo: Shelley Elk)

Grade R pupils of the Yiddish Folk Nursery
School in Johannesburg made their own
hamantashen and exchanged mishloach
manot. From left: Jayden Freedman, Daniele
Russo, Jesse Drieband and Levi Marx.

VI A

DUJE, a Division of Informal Jewish Education under the
auspices of the South African Board of Jewish Education,
performing the “DIJE Purim Shpiel on Wheels” at the King
David Linksfield Purim Party. (Photo: Shelley Elk)

Aish HaTorah’s “Supreme Bowling” evening featured as
Elvis Rabbi Errol Gamsu (left) and Rabbi Shiomo Karpes.
(Photo: Aish HaTorah)
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Horse and buggy with Berri Spitezki and a group of bochrim in the
background, in a procession which went from Torah Academy to
Yeshiva College as part of their Purim bash. (Photo: Shelley Elk)
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Children of the Torah Learning Centre, in Sydenham celebrated
Purim and baked their own hamantashen.

I

At King David Victory Par’s Purim party, Tom and Tal Tabak came as -
Spaghetti & Meatballs and a bubble bath. (Photo: Lucy Simmonds)
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When he lost Lennie,
Stephen lost a brother

PAULA LEVIN

STEPHEN Ndebele was a

Lennie was still well enough to open the
door of his apartment when Ndebele
went for a job interview.

24-year-old Zimbabwean
immigrant when he was
offered the job of caring
for wheelchair-bound Len-
nie Aron. Eighteen years
later, Ndebele, 46, buried
the man who had become
as close to him as a broth-
er.

Lennie, who was a well-
known figure to anyone
who frequents the
Killarney or Rosebank
shopping malls, suffered
from cerebral palsy. But
that did not deter him
from leading a cheerful,
fulfilling life. Some
months ago, in Cape Town,
he had an appendectomy
and complications set in.

Speaking to the Jewish
Report, Ndebele fought
back tears as he described

He recalled that when
he saw the little man
smiling up at him, he
felt somewhat afraid.
“l was upset to see a
person like that, but I
soon saw that even
though he was handi-
capped, Lennie was
very strong.”

“He (Ndebele) was the
closest human being on
this earth to Lennie,”
said Lauren Levitas,
who has employed Nde-
bele as her gardener for
the past three years.

Such a bond was
inevitable as Ndebele
was tasked with caring
for Lennie’s every need
from bathing and dress-
ing him every morning
to cooking and feeding

what Lennie meant to him.
“He always encouraged
me and helped me make

Lennie Aron

him breakfast and driv-
ing him wherever he
needed to go. He even

the best of my life. He said
to me that I won’t suffer
because G-d is looking
after me and that I must
never lose hope.”

Although rabbis at
Lennie’s funeral thanked
Ndebele, saying that the
Jewish community owed
him a debt of gratitude,
Ndebele felt the relation-
ship was always recipro-
cal.

“I’ve lost a brother,” he
said. “Lennie helped me
whenever I was in trouble;
he would sit at night and
show me how to work on a
computer and he encour-
aged me to get my driver’s
licence. He also taught me
to save money. We often
stayed up late debating
life!”

accompanied Lennie on
his annual holidays. It
was on this last visit to
Cape Town that Lennie
died.

Nedebele, his wife and
three kids lived with
Lennie in his Killarney

apartment. But now
their future is uncer-
tain.

Ndebele says his work
with the Aron family is
not quite done and he
will always be there
to help them, especially
Lennie’s mother who
lives in Sandringham
Gardens. “I will be there
to bury her, unless I go
first,” he said.

Ndebele would like to
care for someone else as
he found the work

Eighteen years ago,

Stephen Ndebele

extremely fulfilling.

CROSSWORD No 17

BY LEAH SIMON

ACROSS:

1. What the bishop uses to ward off
assailants? (4)

3. Trickles badly for obsessive type (8)

8. Single borrowing, we hear (4)

9. Flower puts the edge in fiction (8)

11. Two tales, we hear - tall ones, too! (6, 6)

13. Not exactly frightened of a rebuke (6)

14. I would moan about realm (6)

17. A cheesy fellow who hangs out with the

stars (3, 2, 3, 4)
20. Game to fight striking container? (8)
21. Information hidden by Nevada taxman

®)
19. Mischievous
palimpsest (4)

creatures found in

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 16:
ACROSS: 1. Post; 3. Damascus; 8. Reap; 9.
Fair play; 11. St Vitus’ Dance; 13. Tissue; 14.
As well; 17. Looking glass; 20. Rasputin; 21.
Otto; 22. Disabled; 23. Edit.

DOWN: 1. Parasite; 2. Starves; 4. Agassi; 5.
Air passage; 6. Colic; 7. Says; 10. Struck
dumb; 12. Glasnost; 15. Exalted; 16. Incite;
18. Oasis; 19. Arid.

AROUND
THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF

VLADIVOSTOK - Vandals last Friday scrawled swastikas
and anti-Semitic slogans on the walls of Vladivostok's main

synagogue.

VLADIVOSTOK SHUL VANDALISED, AGAIN

It was the second time in less than six months that the
building has been defaced, The Associated Press reported.

Jewish community leaders in the city on Russia's Pacific
coast alerted police after they arrived at the synagogue in
the morning and found its door and outer walls covered
with swastikas and slogans.

Two adjacent buildings also were defaced. A similar inci-
dent occurred at the synagogue in October. (JTA)

—— Advertorial

Cyca

This year, Cycalive celebrates its tenth birthday.
It is an exciting, annual, cross-culture event which
The Torah Academy was privileged fo initiate and
lead since 1998.

In a media release, Torah Academy says grade
11 learners from the school and from Moletsani
High School and Pace College in Soweto, cycle in
relay from Johannesburg to Durban, sharing their
anxieties, fears, hopes and dreams as they tackle
the endless daunting hills en route.

They discover the power of mutual co-operation
and shared strengths. It is a powerful experience
that highlights the joy of growing up in South
Africa. It is predicated on the belief that pride in
one's religious commitments and personal priori-
ties do not preclude better understanding, toler-
ance and respect.

As South Africans, we have experienced the mir-
acle of peaceful political change first hand. We
have been a part of historical events which have
altered perceptions, changed mindsets and built
highways of hope. We have had invaluable oppor-
tunities to wrestle with the life issues of injustice,
hypocrisy, complacency, guilt and forgiveness.

We have learned and taught the world that prej-
udice incarcerates the privileged alongside the
down+rodden, and that opening its gafes sets
every citizen free.

Our commitment fo the future of a South African
Jewish community can and must include a Jewish

ive turns 10 this year

education that benefits from and contributes to the
unique opportunities of life in the new South
Africa.

This is not accomplished by surrendering the
Jewish character of our schools or diluting the
intensity of Jewish studies or Torah knowledge. On
the contrary, it is selfassured, confident and
inspired Jews who can have the most meaningful
affect on the future of this country.

Cycalive was one of the numerous Jewish initia-
tives that were presented before President Thabo
Mbeki by the SA Jewish Board of Deputies. He
showed particular interest in this grassroots project
and commended the young learners who have
made it possible.

A particularly heartwarming moment on the sec-
ond night of Cycalive 2006 saw the learners of
the various schools lighting memorial candles at
Volksrust Holrskool. It was Yom Hashoah. The cer-
emony followed much discussion about the
Holocaust, its lessons and its relevance to the lives
of the cyclists.

The Torah Academy learners sang Ani Maamin.
Our friends from Soweto hummed along. A learn-
er from Moletsane whispered that it was so apt
that our arrival in Durban was to be on South
Africa’s Freedom Day.

This year the Torah Academy celebrates its tenth
Cycalive experience with inspired confidence in
the future of our South African Jewish community.

@)
22. Not the main component, of !
course (4, 4)
23. Pore over string (4)

DOWN:

1. Lose dime - and give us airs (8)

2. Able to be grave - in all hon-
esty (7)

4. Rubbish - it has the right to hit
hard! (6)

5. Invitation to arrive at the end?
4,2,4)

6. Promiscuous, with nothing to
lose (5)

7. Deer returns to water plant (4)

10. Shield four - but thrived (10)

12. Ian tuned badly to swamp (8)

15. Doc gives Ada nought but
fruit (7)

16. Lowers oneself - and stops at
nothing (6)

18. Got involved at some stage




