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Olmert sees possible
new peace chance
With a new government emerging in the West Bank, one without

Hamas, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert believes that Israel and the
Palestinians can resume peace talks from where they left off when

Hamas swept to power in national elections 18 months ago. PAGE 8
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Benjamin Pogrund:

Everyone is to blame for

the Gaza crisis
THE VICTIMS are the 1,5 million Gazans whose

lives are made more dangerous and wretched

than ever. Even more, a devastating blow has

been dealt to the cause of gaining freedom

and a secure existence for all Palestinians.

Amid this bleakness, is it possible that

everyone involved will be shocked into new

attitudes and behaviour? Will Hamas under-

stand that it has no choice but to deal with

Israel? 
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Capetonians enthralled

by acclaimed US author

and story of pluralistic

mikveh in Boston
IN THE three years that it had been opera-

tional, there had been more than 4 000

immersions of adherents of Reform, Con-

servative, Orthodox, Traditional and

Reconstructionist Judaism. Included in this

number were individuals marking the com-

pletion of cancer therapy, victims of sexual

abuse, brides (including those of same-sex

unions), grooms and those celebrating mile-

stone birthdays.
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Why? And what now?
IN THIS week’s portion, we are
thrust into a flurry of unan-
swered questions. From the clas-
sic and mysterious Chok - the
Red Heifer, to Moshe’s uncharac-
teristic smiting of the rock, to
his seemingly overly-harsh pun-
ishment for doing so, we are
unable to fully comprehend
much of the subject matter at
hand.

If the Torah is meant to pro-
vide us with information, if it is
designed to explain, then why
are we sometimes left with even
more questions?

The greatest mistake man can
make on his journey in pursuit
of intellectual answers is to ever
think that he has arrived. Not
only is he expecting to have all
the answers - a test of faith - it is
simply unwise.

The Torah, and life itself, are
the two main tools for obtaining
knowledge. The fact is, though,
that they both leave us with
moments of inexplicability. 

By acknowledging this we do
not abrogate responsibility. We
truly embrace it. We do not shy
away from the human experi-
ence, but engage it in an honest
and mature way.

Judaism DOES make perfect
sense. Believing in the Torah IS
rational and logical. As Jews, we
are never asked - or allowed - to
lock our brains in a box. The
Talmud is the best example of
this. Every point - even the most
elementary - is challenged.
Almost every conceivable angle
is considered. 

In Talmudic discussions,
almost every position taken is
queried, and subsequently
refined.

A question periodically asked
by us all, is “Why?” Sometimes it
gets personal and we ask, “Why
me?” 

(As an aside, it’s interesting to
note that one never hears the
guys who win the lottery, or
whose family is healthy, or
who’s business is stable, say
“Why me?” But that’s okay; we
do expect a benevolent G-d to
just do nice things. It’s the hard-
to-understand ones we struggle
to associate with His controlling
hands. The answer to the ques-
tion is often a range of possibil-
ities, as opposed to an unequivo-
cal solution.)

Coming from a similar, albeit
less emotional place, we also
often attack certain mitzvot or
laws as not making much sense.
“Why should we do such and
such? It doesn’t make sense to
me. It can’t be!”

And you know what? We’re
right to ask such questions! We
may ask such questions. We
should ask such questions.

And that’s where Parshat
Chukkat comes in. Not every-
thing in life seems logical or
rational, or is given to some
form of human understanding.
History itself is unpredictable,
and she so often leaves us
entirely baffled - in foresight, as
well as hindsight.

Yet, we are a nation with a
passion for the truth. The
relentless pursuit of answers is
a basic element of our national
approach. We tenaciously pro-
tect a book which provides all-
encompassing information and
infinite inspiration.

And we are the heirs - and
today’s owners - of libraries,
institutions and Shabbat family
dinner tables which display this
ethos in a tangible and living
way. But, reminds Parshat
Chukkat: You’ll never fully
know!

“Why?”
“I don’t understand!”
There’s nothing wrong with

these questions. It’s not a matter
of what you ask, though, but
how.

How many ways CAN you ask?
Oh, many ways. You can ask it

like any of the representative
sons at every Pesach seder table
- the Chacham (wise son), the
Rasha (wicked son), or the Tam
(simple son). Or you can be like
the She’aino Yodei’ah Lishol -
the son who doesn’t even know
how to ask at all.

We can ask with humility, or
with arrogance.

We can ask because we want
an answer or because we don’t.

We can ask to begin a journey,
or to end one.

It all depends on our charac-
ter, and on our intellectual hon-
esty.

Practically, it also has a lot to
do with how we learn to phrase
things. Practising RE-FRAMING
is a very useful exercise.

Here’s an example of re-fram-
ing: “Why” is a question we
often ask even when we subcon-
sciously realise there’s no guar-
anteed, ultimate answer. The
problem is that the Why-ques-
tion often brings us to the pre-
mature end of a process. It is in
the space of the mind, in the
realm of philosophy.

There may be another way to
ask the question; to transform it
into a launch-pad for a journey
into the world beyond. It’s a
phraseology which bridges the

challenging situation, or the
quizzical law, with continued
development beyond it. It
includes the Why-question,
because no situation can be
enriching without some attempt
to be understood, but it doesn’t
just end there.

Instead of just asking
“Why?”, we can expand the
drawing-board and ask: “WHAT
NOW?”

Analysing this experience, or
new piece of information, and
with my best attempt to under-
stand and assimilate it, where
do I go from here? What is the
most sensible, honest, human
way forward?

What’s the “Jewish way for-
ward”?

At so many stages in history,
the Jew could’ve crumbled and
given up. He didn’t. He found a
way forward. With faith. With
courage. With vision. He found
a way to move on - not in denial
of history, but with the promise
- and the challenge - of destiny.

“What now?” is a question
about the future, not just about
the past. It’s a question about
“why”, and also about “what”. It
acknowledges yesterday, but
brings life for tomorrow.

So, what now?

STORY BY MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

MORE THAN 400 Capetonians
and others were treated to an
evening of thrilling entertain-
ment at Madame Zingara’s
Theatre of Dreams recently
when the United Jewish
Campaign, YAD, Ma’Afrika
Tikkun and Temple Israel, joint-
ly hosted a fundraiser for select-
ed beneficiaries. 

Guest of honour was Anita
Diamant, author of The Red
Tent, who was brought from the
United States for the event.

In addition to being an author
of six books dealing with Jewish
life, Diamant is one of the
founders and president of
“Mayyim Chayyim”, a pluralistic
community “mikveh” and educa-
tion centre. Addressing the gath-
ering, she said it was endorsed -

to a greater or lesser extent - by
all the movements in the Boston
area.

In the three years that it had
been operational, there had been
more than 4 000 immersions of
adherents of Reform, Con-
servative, Orthodox, Traditional
and Reconstructionist Judaism.
Included in this number were
individuals marking the comple-
tion of cancer therapy, victims
of sexual abuse, brides (includ-
ing those of same-sex unions),
grooms and those celebrating
milestone birthdays. 

“It is a place for laughter,
singing and tears, all of which
are welcomed there,” she said. “I
see it as a flowering of 21st cen-
tury Judaism - we’re at the
beginning of a really exciting
time.”

Recalling the background to
The Red Tent, Diamant said she

had decided to “rifle through 
the Bible where many others
have found creative inspiration.
I was interested in telling the
story of women in the Hebrew
Bible.”

Referring to the story of Dina
as recounted in Genesis, chapter
34, Diamant described it as “a
mystery because she doesn’t say
anything about what happened
to her (the rape), others do. Her
silence was like an open door - I
gave Dina over 300 pages to have
her say.”

Diamant, who had been a jour-
nalist until that point, described
The Red Tent as “a mid-life
career correction”. Admitting
that she had researched the
book “sloppily”, she said she had
not intended to become a bibli-
cal commentator, rather a pur-
veyor of fiction.

“I invented things, for exam-

ple, the red tent - I have no his-
torical evidence that there was a
red tent used (for childbirth) in
1500 BCE by women in the
Near/Middle East.”

How had the rabbinical schol-
ars accepted the story? “A lot
liked it and a lot of those who
didn’t like it didn’t read it. I did-
n’t think through that I might be
offending anybody - if I had, I
probably wouldn’t have written
it,” she said. 

Thanking Diamant, Rabbi
Greg Alexander of the Cape
Town Progressive Jewish
Congregation said she had “rein-
troduced a whole generation to
our patriarchs and matriarchs”. 

An auction conducted by Joey
Burke of Auction Alliance raised
R286 000, including an amount of
R120 000 that was paid for a bot-
tle of Johnnie Walker Blue Label
Anniversary Blend.

Anita Diamant tells how Judaism is sparkling
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June 23 /7 Tammuz

Starts Ends

17:07 17:59 Johannesburg

17:27 18:22 Cape Town

16:47 17:40 Durban

17:08 18:01 Bloemfontein

16:59 17:53 Port Elizabeth

16:52 17:46 East London

PARSHAT
CHUKKAT
Rabbi Dani Brett

Milnerton Hebrew Congre-

gation, Cape Town
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AROUND THE
WORLD

NEWS IN BRIEF
WIESEL SEEKS RECOGNITION FOR

ACTIVISTS

NEW YORK - Elie Wiesel has urged the US
Holocaust Memorial Museum to acknowledge
the rescue efforts of the Bergson Group. 

In an address last Sunday to the Wyman
Institute for Holocaust Studies in New York,
Wiesel said he was "disappointed" that the
museum's exhibits did not mention the
Bergson Group, a cadre of American activists
that lobbied the US government and is credited
with saving 200 000 Jews during the Holocaust. 

The group is mentioned only briefly in a film
strip and in an article on the museum's web-
site. 

Wiesel's call was seconded by Seymour
Reich, president of the Israel Policy Forum and
formerly the chairman of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organisations, according to a press release. 

"I have come here today, as a veteran of the
Jewish establishment, to say unequivocally:
the Jewish leaders in the 1940s were wrong,"
Reich said. 

"They should not have spent their time and
energy attacking Bergson when they should
have been focusing completely on how to bring
about the rescue of Europe's Jews." (JTA)

SECRET SERVICE EVACUATES BLAIR HOUSE

AREA

WASHINGTON - The US Secret Service this
week evacuated an area near where Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert is staying in
Washington. 

A Secret Service spokeswoman said the area
around Lafayette Park, near the White House
and adjacent to Blair House, where foreign dig-
nitaries stay, was declared safe at 16:15 on
Monday. That was about 90 minutes after a
sniffer dog "hit on" a parked car, she said. 

Olmert was staying at Blair House overnight
and met President George W Bush on Tuesday.
(JTA)

OLMERT, PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL

GIULIANI MEET

WASHINGTON - Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert on Monday met with Rudy Giuliani, a
Republican candidate -  and former mayor of
New York - for the presidency. 

Olmert, who was in the United States to meet
with President George W Bush, talked private-
ly for an hour with Giuliani, a leading GOP
hopeful ahead of the primaries, The New York
Times reported. Giuliani and Olmert were
close when both were mayors in the 1990s -
Giuliani of New York and Olmert of
Jerusalem. (JTA)

WINTER SALE 
REDUCTIONS UP TO 

50%
TONI & GARDEUR

SLAX ALSO
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Closed on Shabbos
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STAFF REPORTER

MICHAEL GORDON (34), the athlete
who died after competing in last
Sunday’s Comrades Marathon, was
a “perfect” husband and father.

So said his widow Lisa, who
describes him as a “hands-on”
father who was passionate about his
family.

She says he was a fitness fanatic
who spent a lot of his time exercis-
ing and playing and participating in
sport.

“Michael was a determined, stub-
born and ambitious person, and a
loyal and wonderful man,” she said.

He was born in Mafikeng before
coming to live in Johannesburg. He
went to King David Victory Park for
high school, but matriculated from
Damelin College. He studied a 
B Com Hons in Information Systems
through the University of South
Africa and later obtained an MBA
though the Thames Valley College.

Michael was articled at Kessel
Feinstein and worked as a financial
manager in Vodacom Group’s
finance division at the time of his
death.

Lisa said she knew Michael her
whole adult life.

“He came with me to my matric
dance. We went out for 10 years and
got married four years ago. We
would have celebrated our wedding
anniversary on June 22,” she said.

Michael, who was running his
first Comrades, had been in pain
from 21km but was determined to
finish and get a bronze medal.

Medics suspect he died of cardiac
arrest. He collapsed about 100m
before the finish line but other run-
ners helped him to cross the line
with three minutes to go before the
cut-off time.

Lisa said Michael had been com-
plaining about the pain and about
blisters on his feet. She put plasters
on and he continued running.

Michael leaves two young chil-
dren, Jesse (3) and Alexia (10
months).

Michael Gordon dies 
during his first Comrades

Read the Jewish
Report 

e-paper on our website:

www.sajewishreport.co.za

Michael Gordon of Darrenwood in Johannesburg, holding Alexia (10 months) with

three-year-old Jesse next to him.

Correct venue for
Herber House reunion

IN THE article on page 18 of the SA Jewish
Report of Friday June 15 2007, “Down Memory
Lane all the way to Herber House”, the infor-
mation supplied to SAJR on the reunion venue
in Israel on August 28 was incorrect. The cor-
rect venue is Kibbutz Nachson, in the Latrun
home of the Sheftz brothers (former Herber
House residents), and not the Carlton Hotel in
Tel Aviv as stated. 

For more information, please contact Mike
Yachad on 905-889-1633 (Toronto), mikey-
ac31@gmail.com, or Bernard Lapidus 905-886-
0429 (Toronto) snblap@rogers.com, or Bennie
Bar Yehuda (Crock) 972-3-635-8640 (Israel) ben-
bary@netvision.net.il, or Shulamit Goodman
(Kur) lammie@012.net.il



LAUREN OSHRY

THE “REEL Israel” Israeli Film Festival
which was so well received in
Johannesburg, was screened in Durban
from June 15-21 - to high acclaim. 

The premier on June 14 was preceded by a
cocktail party featuring a variety of Israeli
wines. 

Israel’s deputy ambassador, Yossi

Torfstein, noted “a significant dimension of
the films is the multi-cultural facet of
Israeli society, which can be linked to an
international trend”. 

That such a festival reaches communities
like Durban where the Jewish population is
not so large - and where there is a particu-
larly cultural melting pot - speaks of the
message of human solidarity through the
shared themes which the films represent. 

Highly successful Israeli
Film Festival in Durban
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DAVID SAKS

YESHIVAS TORAS Emes in Obser-
vatory, the third-oldest Jewish day
school in Johannesburg, is celebrating
its 40th anniversary this year. 

The school was established in 1967 as
a boys’ high school by the Adath
Jeshurun Congregation in Yeoville with
the aim of providing a more Torah-
intensive curriculum in addition to a
secular education up to matric level. 

Among the first matriculants was
Rabbi Yossi Salzer, the present rav of
the congregation, and Rabbi Robin
Grosberg.

While remaining small, Yeshivas
Toras Emes grew gradually from its
small beginnings and currently has 40
pupils (including seven in matric).
Most of the school’s graduates go on to
intensive yeshiva study overseas, with
a high proportion of these remaining
in full-time learning. 

Despite the emphasis placed on
Torah subjects, in which the entire
morning and part of the afternoon is

devoted to Kodesh studies, the school’s
secular results in recent years have
also been impressive. The 2006 matric
group in fact achieved the third-best
results in the whole of Gauteng, with
its six candidates achieving a total of
13 distinctions. 

Each gained at least one distinction,
with Tuvia Tobias topping the list with
four (maths, computers, science and
art).

Alan Karp, principal of secular stud-
ies who also teaches English and histo-
ry, said the outstanding results were
testimony to how Yeshivas Toras Emes
was able to provide Torah instruction
of the highest standard while simulta-
neously ensuring that its learners
were given a first-class secular educa-
tion as well. 

He pointed out that most of the secu-
lar teachers also taught at private col-
leges, such as Eden and Damelin.
Several of the school’s teachers,
including Karp, have been the recipi-
ents of special awards from the
Gauteng Department of Education.  

Where religion and the secular meet comfortably

SHELLEY ELK

VICTOR V HELBERG, chocolatier and 
SA Chefs Association judge wowed 
the audience with his truffles, desserts
and hand-made ganache, when a bowl 
of delicious ganache was passed round
for them to sample, at a demonstration
under the auspices of WIZO’s Rishon
branch at Temple Emanuel in
Johannesburg.

Cynthia Duchen of Cooksistas
explained how she had been cooking from
the age of 18, and had been taught by her
aunt, mother and grandmother, in the
Lithuanian style.

Duchen and Helberg, demonstrated

their art and shared their recipes to raise
money for battered women and children,
under the auspices of WIZO. 

“It’s important to not “kill” the fish,
and make it all dry by overcooking it,”
said Duchen when she demonstrated her
salmon recipe. 

Grilled Canadian salmon was prepared
with either olive oil or butter, soy sauce,
fresh lemon juice, (not bottled lemon), a
combination of herbs, sweet basil, pars-
ley, dill garlic, and oregano, which is then
all mixed in a container, and grilled for
seven to 10 minutes, (when serving the
first course) 

“Don’t turn it over,” she emphasised.
“Put it near the top of the grill.”. A good

accompaniment for the salmon, Duchen
suggested, was boiled new potatoes, with
oil, fresh rosemary, fresh garlic, stir-fried
till brown.

Helberg shared some secrets of
ganache making. Ganache is defined as a
heavy mixture of chocolate and cream,
which is used for icing, pastry fillings,
desserts and truffles.

Dark ganache: 100 gm dark chocolate,
30gm butter, Orley Whip, or 50 ml fresh
cream. Heat till chocolate melts, and
“beat like crazy to make a smooth pouring
sauce”. 

Pour ganache over cooled cake, 
and smooth sides with spatula. Decorate
the cake with chocolate disks.

Baking with mouth-watering chocolate

Allen Karp and Rabbi Gedaliah Sternstein (rosh yeshiva) with the 2006 matriculant group. 

Cynthia Duchen and Victor V Helberg.

Durban City Councillor Visvin Reddy, Greg Bass, chairman of the KwaZulu-Natal

Zionist Council, co-ordinator of the Durban International Film Festival, Ros Sarkin, and

Israel’s deputy ambassador, Yossi Torfstein.
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LARA GREENBERG

JOHANNESBURG JEWISH com-
munity members were aggrieved
to find posters in Johannesburg
promoting “Jews for Jesus”.

In response to the many com-
plaints received by the Union of
Orthodox Synagogues’ (UOS)
Jews for Judaism division, for-
mal complaints were submitted
to the Advertising Standards
Authority of South Africa
(Asasa) - but the Standards
Authority dismissed the com-
plaint, on the basis that the
poster objected to by the UOS
was not stated as fact.

ASASA has not yet ruled on a
second UOS complaint.

In the official letter, UOS
Executive Director Daren Sevitz
wrote: “We write to complain
regarding the public advertising of an
organisation called “Jews for Jesus”. This
is a Christian missionary organisation,
whose aim is to convert Jews away from
their belief in Judaism and into a belief in
Christianity. 

“We have no objection to Christians or
Christianity, however, we do object to the
offensive, misleading and deceptive public
advertising of this particular organisa-
tion.”

After receiving the ruling for the first of
these adverts “Ten out of ten Jewish doc-
tors recommend Jesus?”, which appeared
on a bus shelter in Greenside, Johan-
nesburg, Sevitz spoke to Jewish Report and
again reiterated that it wasn’t Christians or
Christianity that the UOS was opposed to
but rather “what we consider to be the
shameless and deceptive tactics of this
group in their attempts to convert our
Jewish community away from their
Judaism and into another faith system”.

The UOS specifically found this advert to
be offensive and misleading and stated in
its complaint: “It is not true to say that ten
out of ten Jewish doctors recommend
Jesus, and the use of a question mark, in
our opinion, does not detract from the false
claim which they are attempting to make.”

Over and above the statement, the same
bus shelter also housed a panel with their
organisation’s name and phone number
with the Star of David (Magen Dovid). 

Sevitz said the use of this traditionally
Jewish symbol simply added “salt to the
wound”.

The complaints letter stated further:
“This is in an area frequented by many
Jewish people and the aim of Jews for
Jesus is to elicit an emotional response so
that the Jew will call the advertised num-
ber, and hopefully the missionary will be
able to ‘make a sale’.”

The ASASA dismissed the complaint,
stating that Jews for Jesus had responded
that the question mark was purposefully
positioned there to indicate that the sen-

tence was not a fact but rather an invita-
tion for people to engage in dialogue. 

“Clause 4.2.3 of Section II defines ‘hyper-
bole’ as obvious untruths, harmless parody
or exaggerations, intended to catch the eye
or to amuse. This is permissible provided
that it is clearly humorous or hyperbolic
and not likely to be understood as making
literal claims for the advertised
product...the statement ends with a ques-
tion mark which clearly indicates that the
sentence is not stated as a fact...”

The second advertisement that the UOS
complained about, appeared on a bus shel-
ter in Sandton, on Grayston Drive, heading
towards Benmore.

This poster also contained the name of
the organisation, as well as the Jewish Star
of David but additionally, it contained the
name “Y’shua”, written in Hebrew and
English, with the caption: “Who do you say
he is?” This was followed by a phone num-
ber.

The complaint stated: “‘Y’shua ‘ is what
that organisation believes the Hebrew
name of Jesus to be. It is written in
Hebrew, in a special font, which is only
used by Jews in their sacred Torah Scrolls.
This is clearly designed to attract Jews and
to get them to call the number. The use of
this special Hebrew lettering is an offence
of the highest order.”

The ruling from Asasa has not yet been
received for the second complaint.

Focusing on the first ruling, Sevitz noted
that the UOS, as the umbrella organisation
for the whole Jewish community in this
case, respected Asasa’s decision but
weren’t happy with it. 

“The fact that Asasa ruled that this
advertising is legal, does not mean it is
moral and the fact that in the terms of
their code it is not offensive, does not mean
we are not offended.”

Sevitz stressed: “We respect the right of
every faith group to practise their religion
freely and without any interference from
others. This is all we ask for ourselves.”

Jews for Jesus poster:
UOS complains to Asasa

“Ten out of ten Jewish doctors recommend Jesus”,

one of the Jews for Jesus posters which was adver-

tised on a bus shelter in Greenside, Johannesburg.



Guest of the evening, Ian von Memerty.

6 SA JEWISH REPORT 22 June - 29 June 2007

SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

Yael Katz stands between Gabriella Chernick and her mother Karin. Steve Morris, Hillel Shrock and ORT director, Michael Sieff.

Wayne and Myrna Sachs take a piece of sushi from waiter, Marcus Mabuda. 

Ronit Beleli, Malka Bender, Cheryl Harton-Hartinsky, and Limor Azaraf busy working at the ticket desk.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

THE COLOURS black and white, whether
they be used for balloons, décor or dress,
always seem to portray a sense of class.
Once again the Yeshiva College Biltong and
Potroast Team used these colours as their
theme - and once again at their third annual
Yeshiva College Fundraiser at the Sandton
Shul Hall it worked extremely well. 

The “team” of Limor Azaraf, Ronit Beleli
and Gary Setzer together with their helpers,
had worked for some six months to put this
show on the road and give the 1 000 or so
guests the evening of their lives.

Who better to entertain them than show-
man Ian von Memerty, whose prowess at the
piano, magical singing, wit and humour had

everyone enthralled during his two sepa-
rate entertaining sessions.

After his delightful rendition of “Mister
Bo Jangles”, he continued with a melody of
songs, amusing stories, and characterisa-
tions each one depicting the history of
southern Africa. 

Starting off in the Nguni language and
dressed in “local” attire, he sang about the
Hottentots, and the San people, moving on
to the arrival of the 1820 Settlers with
“Daar kom die Alibama”. Two minutes and
a change of clothes later, we were with Jan
van Riebeeck and “Suikerbos ek het jou
lief”.

The session ended with the release of
Nelson Mandela, jokes about the whites
stockpiling food (at the time) and the inter-

national press going home “empty hand-
ed”. 

Finishing the saga, Von Memerty said
he had been told that he should not get
“between the Jews and their food” - mean-
ing that it was time for the next course. 

A plethora of big prizes was 
then drawn. These included diamond ear-
rings, tickets to various places in South
Africa and to Israel with the main one, a
Ford car being won by R Riesenberg.

This was indeed a glittering event with
entry tickets at R900 each - from the glit-
tering candles to the glint of diamonds -
and the cherry on the top, R600 000 being
raised to go towards the education of
Jewish children at the Yeshiva College in
Glenhazel.

Another humdinger of
a Yeshiva charity do

Ido Sirton of the company who did the

catering, takes a moment to relax.

Goldie and Brian Lapiner.
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BRAKPAN

From Ernest Waner, 
President, United Hebrew

Institutions of Brakpan:

“Jeff and Ernest Waner remind
former Brakpanners that services
are held at the Brakpan Shul
every Friday night and Saturday
morning.

“We have a new cantor, Shimon
Tauber, who, most professionally
takes the services every week and
is an asset to our community.

“The Jewish cemetery in
Brakpan is well maintained,
secure and clean.

“On Friday nights we are assist-
ed by five people from Springs to
make a minyan and on Saturdays,
four men come from Sandringham
Gardens.

“Every Shabbat, Ike Hyman
(age 95) from Boksburg, who is
fetched by Jeff, reads Maftir for
us.

“The shul’s most generous
donors are a Christian couple, Bill
and Trish Grobler, who donate
R500 per month to the shul’s cof-
fers.

“Sadly, our neighbouring town,
Springs, no longer has a Jewish
presence. It finally closed all activ-
ities and 100 years of Jewish histo-
ry there ended. Springs is not
some isolated platteland town in
the middle of nowhere, but only 40
minutes’ drive from
Johannesburg. At their final
meeting only 10 persons turned
up. What a shameful end to a once

thriving community.
“Hopefully, myself, my brother

Jeff and our sister Matilda, will
not allow this to happen to the
Brakpan Shul. We are committed
to keeping it alive and well and
with the help of G-d A-mighty we
will do just that.

“Our secretary, Monica Ressel,
is always on hand to assist with a
query. Our janitor, Johannes
Sdiki, looks after the shul with
loving attention.”

OUDTSHOORN

From Sylvia Shapshak:

“One of the first rabbis (or per-
haps even the first) was the Rev
Meyer Woolfson, who came from
England to be the rabbi. He was
there for many years where he
and his wife raised eight children.

“I don’t know whether this is
relevant, but this is what hap-
pened to them: The two oldest
daughters ran a hotel in
Riversdal. The oldest son, Sam,
became an executive with a tobac-
co company in England. A daugh-
ter, Joyce, married and she and
her husband went to the then
untamed Rhodesia. A leopard
came into their kitchen which
they shot. 

“Moss lived in Johannesburg
where he had three daughters and
twin boys, Victor and Henry.
Henry was a pharmacist and
trained in England. He had a
pharmacy in Pretoria. The
youngest, Ada, was an estate
agent in Pretoria.” 

* (Dear Sylvia, there is one
missing —Ed).

NAIROBI

From Ivor Davis, Johannesburg:

“Was it perhaps a Jewish grem-
lin that got into the works of the

admirable Community Buzz fea-
ture about the Szlapak family of
Nairobi (pronounced Shlapak)?
Rachel, the mother and her two
sons, Maurice and Charles were
Szlapak, not Shapshak.

“It was the elder son, Maurice,
who as a child in Poland in 1937,
travelling by train with his moth-
er, was almost thrown out of the
window by a Polish anti-Semite
but his Yiddishe Mama fought
back and prevented such a
tragedy. Maurice went on to
become one of Britain’s top sur-
geons.”

In our defence we would like to
plead that when we heard Ivor
Davis’s talk, the Polish name
“Szlapak” came across as
“Shapshak”. I mean, what chance
do we have when the Polish town,
Lodz, is pronounced “Woodge”? -
Community Buzz.

FROM BERNARD LAPIDUS,
TORONTO:

“I would greatly appreciate it if
you would please insert the fol-
lowing in your Community Buzz
column:

“Reunion of Herber House past
students in Israel.

“The next reunion is taking
place in Israel on Tuesday 
August 28 2007 at Kibbutz
Nachshon, near Beth Shemesh. It
is a strictly kosher luncheon. Cost
is only 35 US dollars per head.
Spouses welcome. Further 
details from Mike Yachad at
mikeyac@gmail.com or Bernard
Lapidus at snblap@rogers.com 

“Herber House was a hostel for
Jewish children run by the South
African Board of Jewish
Education from 1944 to 1964. It
was then replaced by the King
David School Hostel in Linksfield,
Johannesburg.”

COMMUNITY
BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 

082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,

lionel.slier@absamail.co.za



8 SA JEWISH REPORT 22 June - 29 June 2007

OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

SA must choose the
‘peace’ side 

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

WITH A new government emerging in
the West Bank, one without Hamas,
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
believes that Israel and the Palestinians
can resume peace talks from where they
left off when Hamas swept to power in
national elections 18 months ago.

Hamas’ violent takeover of the Gaza
Strip last week has brought two separate
Palestinian entities - radicals in Gaza
and moderates in the West Bank. That
constitutes a major change in the Israeli-
Palestinian equation.

It means those in charge in Gaza can
no longer encourage terror attacks and
blame them on others. It means Israel
can sit down quietly with the West Bank
moderates and discuss a better future for
both sides.

But it also means that in Gaza, Israel
has what critics of the 2005 disengage-
ment predicted would fill the vacuum
created by its withdrawal - an Iranian-
backed base on its doorstep.

The new situation, which no one quite
knows how to handle, has generated a
spate of creative thinking inside and out-
side Israeli government.

Soon after Gaza fell to the radicals,
Olmert made it clear that he intends to
evolve much different policies for deal-
ing with the Hamas regime in Gaza and
the more moderate Fatah government in
the West Bank.

It is not simply a question of divide
and rule. Olmert has argued that as long
as Hamas was part of the Palestinian
government, peacemaking was impossi-
ble. Now that there are effectively two
separate authorities, he believes Israel
can work with the moderates and ignore
the radicals.

The new thinking raises a number of
questions: Will Hamas sit back and allow
Israel and Fatah to build a thriving West

Bank as an alternative model for a
Palestinian future? Will the moderates be
able to hold onto power in the West Bank,
or will Hamas topple them there, too?
And with Hamas in control in Gaza, how
far will Olmert be able to go in peacemak-
ing efforts that once envisaged a
Palestinian state in the West Bank and
Gaza?

On Sunday, Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas of Fatah reinforced the
two-entity approach when he swore in a
new emergency government in the West
Bank without Hamas members. He
described the Hamas takeover in Gaza as
an “armed insurrection” and declared
illegal the Hamas government there of
Palestinian Authority Prime Minister
Ismail Haniyeh.

Abbas said the new government’s first
goal would be getting the international
sanctions against the Palestinians lifted.
The sanctions were imposed because of
Hamas’ participation in the government.

Olmert has made it clear already that
Israel would be ready to release about
$562 million in Palestinian tax money,
since the danger of the funds falling into
militants’ hands has mostly been elimi-
nated. 

Moreover, Israel probably will want to
co-operate with the international com-
munity in transforming the West Bank
economically. The aim is to create new
hope for the West Bank moderates
through major investment and political
dialogue.

As to Gaza, the government will regard
it as an enemy entity, and enforce an eco-
nomic and a military blockade while tak-
ing steps to prevent a humanitarian cri-
sis.

Explaining the new approach to Gaza,
Deputy Defence Minister Ephraim Sneh
said the government anticipated humani-
tarian problems because “Gaza is con-
trolled by reckless gangs who don’t care
about the civilian population”. 

The challenge for Israel is to prevent a
humanitarian crisis, for which it would be
blamed, while fighting terror and pre-
venting the continued influx of weaponry,
especially across the Egyptian border.

The new situation has Israelis on the
left and the right proposing new solu-
tions.

Likud opposition leader Benjamin
Netanyahu, one of the most outspoken
critics of the 2005 disengagement, sug-
gests working with the international com-
munity to weaken Iran and its proxies.

“Israel will not be able to tolerate the
existence and growth of an Iranian base
on the outskirts of Tel Aviv and
Beersheba,” he said. 

On the left, Carmi Gillon, a former Shin
Bet Security Services chief, sees a short
window of opportunity. Gillon says the
West Bank poses a much more acute secu-
rity problem for Israel than Gaza, because
it has a much longer border, proximity to
major population centres and many
Jewish settlers.

But he says with Hamas being much
weaker in the West Bank than in Gaza,
Israel should encourage Fatah to crush
the militants in the West Bank and then
pacify the area further by cutting a deal
with the moderates. 

Gillon proposes creating conditions for
positive dialogue by unfreezing tax
money, releasing Fatah prisoners and lift-
ing roadblocks.

Maj-Gen (Res) Doron Almog is among
the few commentators to recommend
talking to Hamas. Almog says Israel
should discuss a long-term ceasefire with
the radicals while taking steps to stop the
influx of weapons.

Ironically, the Hamas takeover could
help stabilise Israeli-Palestinian rela-
tions. In the case of attacks from Gaza,
Israel could take much tougher action.
And in the West Bank, there could be the
beginnings of a modus vivendi.

Much will depend now on how all the
main actors - Israel, the United States,
Iran, the moderate Arab states, Fatah and
Hamas - play their new hands. (JTA)

BENJAMIN POGRUND

JERUSALEM

(Article used with kind permission
from The Guardian, London)

EVERYONE IS to blame for the catas-
trophe in the Gaza Strip: Hamas for its
murderous coup, its violent zealotry
and refusal to seek peace with Israel;
Israel for its years-long occupation, its
unilateral withdrawal in 2005 without a
care for the consequences, and its treat-
ment since of Gaza as a giant prison;
Fatah for its corruption and ineptitude
in leadership; the late Yasser Arafat
who created the ethos and the struc-
ture for mass theft of money from the
people; Arafat and Abu Mazen for toler-
ating the growth of a culture of vio-
lence and the proliferation of arms.

Also blame the United States for fail-
ing to exercise its indispensable power
to foster peace; Iran for the arms,
money and extremist ideology it has
poured into Hamas; Syria for stoking
the fires and hosting Hamas leaders;
Egypt for its failure to halt the smug-
gling of weapons through its territory
into Gaza; the European Union and
Russia for their inaction; the Arab
League for its years of mouthing off
slogans and refusal to get to grips with
the reality of Israel’s existence. 

And blame those in Britain and the
West who have allowed themselves to
be manipulated by people driven by
hatred for Israel and/or Jews into sup-
porting the outright terrorist organisa-
tion that Hamas is.

This is not even a full list of the neg-
lect and culpability of the perpetrators. 

But ultimately, the burden of blame
falls on Palestinians themselves. They
elected Hamas in January last year
without taking account of the conse-
quences of having a known terrorist
and rejectionist movement in govern-
ment (although it is not entirely as

clear as that in view of reports that
Hamas won only 45% of the votes, and
much of that vote was against Fatah
corruption). Palestinians must also
accept responsibility for adding to the
ravaging effects of occupation by bru-
talising themselves even further
through giving popular support to sui-
cide bombings - with barbaric results
seen in reports from Gaza last week of
Fatah men thrown to their deaths from
high buildings and others executed in
front of their families. 

The victims are the 1,5 million Gazans
whose lives are made more dangerous
and wretched than ever. Even more, a
devastating blow has been dealt to the
cause of gaining freedom and a secure
existence for all Palestinians.

Amid this bleakness, is it possible
that everyone involved will be shocked
into new attitudes and behaviour? Will
Hamas understand that it has no choice
but to deal with Israel? 

It cannot continue to pretend that
Israel does not exist. It must promise an
end to rocket attacks. How else to
ensure the flow of water, electricity and
fuel, and the import of food and medi-
cines? And will Israel in its turn contin-
ue, as its prime minister, Ehud Olmert,
already promises, to reject the call of
rightwingers to shut the gates on Gaza
so that nothing goes through, and
instead be a generous neighbour and
help avert a humanitarian disaster?

Perhaps hardnosed practical politics
will determine the immediate future: an
Arab newspaper says that Israel has
offered help to Hamas in return for the
release of Gilad Shalit, its soldier seized
a year ago, and halting the rockets.
Might further contact and co-operation
follow, with acceptance, however grudg-
ing, of the other? That must be the hope,
instead of the doom-filled alternative,
feared both by Israel and Egypt, of a
malignant Hamas-run entity. 

On a wider front, will both Israelis

and Palestinians now finally come to
understand that there is no future or vic-
tory for either side in rejection and vio-
lence? That they have no choice but to
turn away from the fear, suspicion and
mistrust which their actions have bred in
their peoples. That Israel must end occu-
pation of the West Bank, that it must
apply its own rule of law to itself to get rid
of more than 100 “illegal” outposts, and
must withdraw scores of settlements or
negotiate land swaps.

As matters stand at present, the Fatah-
ruled West Bank might be a partner for a
peace deal with Israel. Still more is possi-
ble with the Arab League again putting its
proposals on the table: land for peace, and
the return of Palestinian refugees. 

Plainly, Israel will not under any circum-
stances accept the wholesale return of
refugees - but here is the prospect of a nego-
tiating process for the return of limited
numbers plus reparation which could end
60 years of conflict. And there’s even the
chance of talks between Israel and Syria.

The extremists on both sides try to
block progress towards peace. They each
want the maximum, on the Israeli side the
entire West Bank, on the Palestinian side
the destruction of Israel. They are united
in accepting the notion of perpetual war.

Israeli and Palestinian leaders must be
resolute in leading their people along a
different road. The world must encourage
and help them. The goal is well known:
two independent and viable states side by
side within agreed borders, Jerusalem as
a shared capital, joint or international
control over the Holy Basin, resolution of
the refugee issue, normal relations with
the Arab world. 

Good can yet come out of the chaos and
bloodspilling in Gaza.

• Benjamin Pogrund was deputy editor of
the Rand Daily Mail. Author of books on
Robert Sobukwe, Nelson Mandela and the
press under apartheid, he founded Yakar’s
Centre for Social Concern in Jerusalem.

WHEN SOUTH Africa, represented by Minister of
Intelligence Ronnie Kasrils (who had just been warm-
ly hosted in Iran), invited Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh to visit here, it became part of a very small
group of nations willing to associate with Hamas. For
other countries, it was a terrorist organisation with
which they wanted no dealings until it changed its
ways.

Our government countered the protests from Jews
and others by saying Hamas was a legitimate member
of the Palestinian government and had been demo-
cratically elected and should be treated as such. 

After this week’s Hamas takeover of Gaza by force,
and the new two-part Palestinian reality, this justifi-
cation will not be so easy. The government must ask if
it has backed the wrong horse and decide who to sup-
port: Hamas in Gaza, linked to Iran and Islamist
extremism, whose charter calls for Israel’s destruc-
tion and is brazenly anti-Semitic; or Fatah in the West
Bank, led by relative moderates like Abbas and Salam
Fayyad. 

A timely reminder of the nature of Hamas’ backers
was Iran’s response to the conferring of a knighthood
on author Salman Rushdie this week by Queen
Elizabeth II. It was slammed by Iranian conservatives
who referred to the fatwa issued against him in 1989 in
Iran, calling for his execution because of The Satanic
Verses, a book he had written, which, according to
Islamic fundamentalists, denigrated the religion. 

A further indication of the kind of world an
Islamist Hamas would bring is the statement by
Pakistani Religious Affairs Minister Mohammad Ejaz
ul-Haq, who said in response to Rushdie’s knighting:
“If someone commits suicide bombing to protect the
honour of the Prophet Muhammad, his act is justi-
fied.”

Fatah itself is no paragon of virtue. It is despised by
many Palestinians because it is riddled with corrup-
tion and has failed to improve their lot. But Fatah is
the group with whom peace is at least a possibility. 

Despite its imperfections, there is a chance to build
with it a better future for its people, in peace with
Israel and the West.

Major powers have therefore responded by openly
choosing to support Fatah and sidelining Hamas. The
US and EU have responded quickly to normalise ties
with the all-Fatah government and lifting embargoes
on aid previously imposed because of Hamas’ radical-
ism. 

Fearing the deterioration of the humanitarian situ-
ation in Gaza, the US has promised major assistance
and emergency aid to its population via the UN,
bypassing Hamas. The EU is assessing ways of resum-
ing direct aid. Israel is unfreezing financial and other
aid to Fatah, and encouraging the strengthening of its
hold on the West Bank. 

The Arab countries with whom Israel has peace
agreements - Egypt and Jordan - view Hamas with
profound nervousness.

Of course, as always in this situation, Abbas has to
be careful, while receiving all this backing, not to be
seen as a “Western lackey” by his own constituency. It
is a fine balancing act.

What will South Africa’s choice be? It will no longer
suffice to say: “We will support whoever the
Palestinians elect democratically.” 

Hamas was elected democratically, but has behaved
in a thoroughly undemocratic way by its violent coup
d’etat in Gaza and it has never renounced its vow to
destroy Israel or its adherence to terrorism - hardly
attributes of the democratic concept. 

Our government must answer the question: “Who
will we be associated with?” Will it be with the major
Western powers that are supporting Fatah, a mostly
secular group which officially recognises Israel and
expresses willingness for peace, or Hamas - a radical
Iranian-backed terrorist group seeking Israel’s
destruction and the creation of a Sharia-based Islamic
state? 

If anyone thought that being in government and
having to think about mundane things like sanitation
and electricity would moderate Hamas, they were
wrong.

South Africa cannot pretend it can stand on the
sidelines without choosing. If it had never involved
itself obsessively in the Middle East the way it has (to
the extent of holding a debate in Parliament recently
on Israel’s “occupation” while less overt attention is
given to gigantic humanitarian crises elsewhere, such
as Darfur), that might have been possible. But not
after cozying up to Hamas the way it has. 

It should align itself with the countries that want to
see the resumption of a meaningful peace process and
support the organisation which offers this possibility.

Olmert sees new peace push

Who is to blame for the Gaza crisis?



22 June - 29 June 2007 SA JEWISH REPORT 9

GIDI GRINSTEIN
TEL AVIV

THE HAMAS coup in Gaza last
week may seem like a victory for
Iran and its followers, who now
have a foothold on Israel’s
doorstep. But if Israel plays its
cards wisely, it may turn things
around. 

Since the 1979 Israel-Egypt Camp
David Accords, Israel has been on a
quest to end its responsibility over
the Palestinian population. 

This quest is rooted in the need
to preserve the delicate balance
among four of Zionism’s basic val-
ues and visions: individual and col-
lective security for Jews; human-
ism, liberalism and democracy; the
Jewishness of the State of Israel
and the Jewish majority in it; and
the desire for sovereignty in the
areas where Hebrew civilisation
was conceived.  

The Six Day War destabilised
Zionism as Israel assumed respon-
sibility for millions of Palestinians.
Indeed, the Israeli-Palestinian
political process may be framed as
a painful journey to restore Zionist
equilibrium through territorial
compromise. 

Many strategies to do so have
been tested since 1979. They
include the “Jordanian Option”,
“Interim Agreements”, “Perman-
ent-Status Agreement”, “Self-
Governing Palestinian Authority”
and “Unilateral Disengagement”. 

Every prime minister since
Yitzhak Shamir has taken a signifi-
cant step in this direction:
Shamir’s Madrid Summit of 1991,
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres’
Oslo Accords of 1993-95, Benjamin

Netanyahu’s Wye River Memo-
randum of 1998, Ehud Barak’s
Camp David 2000 and Ariel
Sharon’s Gaza Disengagement of
2005. 

Against this backdrop, the cur-
rent Israeli government intended
to bring this process to a close by
“converging” from the West Bank.
However, these plans were aborted
due to the election of Hamas in
January 2006, the Second Lebanon
War last summer and the constant
firing of Qassam rockets from
Gaza to Israel. 

Hence, it has been nearly 18
months that Israel has been at a
political impasse facing a double-
headed Palestinian entity. Hamas
controlled the Palestinian
Legislative Council and therefore
the government of the Palestinian
Authority. Fatah’s Mahmoud
Abbas was its chairman. The
Palestinian ideological and politi-
cal stalemate was compounded by
a constitutional and structural
deadlock. No one could move. 

Israel has not been able to come
up with an adequate response. We
were not able to fight Hamas prop-
erly because of Fatah, nor were we
able to engage Fatah politically
because of Hamas. We have been at
a standstill with no agenda to serve
our own existential interests. 

Last week we were suddenly
unstuck. Whereas our military
dilemma has not changed, we now
face a Hamas-controlled Gaza and
a Fatah-dominated - or so we hope -
West Bank.

On the military side, the dilem-
ma surrounding an Israeli ground
operation in Gaza has not changed.
The military logic is to stop

Qassams and prevent Hamas’ mili-
tary build-up by seizing territory
and engaging its armed forces. But
Israel’s national security logic is to
never again assume responsibility
for the 1,3 million Palestinians in
Gaza.

This is a clash of logics that has
no resolution. So far the latter
national security logic has been
“winning” and Israel has been
avoiding a large-scale military
operation. At the moment, Hamas’
victory doesn’t change that funda-
mental equation. 

But what should be the new polit-
ical logic? The answer is rooted in
our fundamental interest in ending
our control over the Palestinians.
However, in the new reality, Gaza
and the West Bank merit separate
approaches. 

While the Hamas victory is a
potential setback for this goal, in
certain respects, if forced to face
the Islamic fundamentalist group,
Israel now has it where it wants it.

First, Hamas for the first time
assumes full control and responsi-
bility over the Palestinian popula-
tion in Gaza. Finally it is fully
exposed to the tensions between its
ideology and the needs of the popu-
lation, with no Fatah to blame for
its failures, although Israel is
always there to serve as a scape-
goat.

Second, being associated with
the Egyptian opposition movement
of Islamic Brotherhood and under
sponsorship of Iran, Hamas is now
more clearly an adversary of Egypt
and not just of Israel. Hence, incen-
tives for Egypt to act decisively
against the smuggling of weapons
have dramatically increased.

Third, the slow process of inter-
national recognition of Hamas now
will be frozen. 

Finally, Israel now has solid
political and legal ground to fur-
ther dissociate itself from Gaza.
The new Gaza situation calls for
further decisive actions such as
cutting off any formal or practical
ties except for acute humanitarian
needs. This should include the dis-
mantling of the shared customs
role and a freeze on the trafficking
of goods to and from Israel. 

At the same time, we can now re-
engage Fatah in the West Bank.
The new Palestinian government
headed by Prime Minister Salam
Fayyad is the most moderate for
which one could ask. Alleviating
the economic and political boycott
and fostering negotiations may
open the way for Israel to end our
responsibility over the Palestinian
population in the West Bank as
well. 

Concerns that the West Bank
may become a platform for mili-
tary activity against Israel are
valid. No one and nothing can
guarantee that this will not hap-
pen. But there are a few notewor-
thy differences from Gaza.

For one, Jordan has consistently
been more aggressive than Egypt
in fighting Islamic terrorism in all
its forms. Also, Fatah is stronger in
the West Bank. Finally, the West
Bank is simply different in its
demographic, economic and social
makeup. 

Therefore, our policy should be
to empower Abbas and the new
Palestinian government, to trans-
fer to them attributes of state-
hood and to stabilise their econo-

my. We now have the opportunity
to engage them in a political
process with the purpose of estab-
lishing a Palestinian state in pro-
visional borders or to agree on
terms of reference for a perma-
nent status. 

In this context, one should keep
in mind that the infrastructure for
separation between Israel and the
West Bank Palestinians, ie the
security fence, is inching its way to
completion. 

At that point, more than 95 per
cent of the settlers will live west of
the fence and a similar percentage
of Palestinians will live on its east-
ern side. This is a piece of real
estate that constitutes transforma-
tive politics. 

Israel’s challenges have not been
made easier by last week’s develop-
ments in Gaza. But its flexibility to
serve its interests has increased
dramatically. The Hamas victory
can be turned into a Pyrrhic one.
(JTA)

The writer is founder and presi-
dent of the Re’ut Institute, a Tel
Aviv-based think tank.

A Pyrrhic victory for Hamas?

Gidi Grinstein
(PHOTO COURTESY: RE’UT INSTITUTE)
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TAPESTRY

ART, BOOKS, DANCE, FILM, THEATRE

ARTS MATTERS

COMPILED BY ROBYN SASSEN

Call 084-319-7844 or

info@frodo.co.za at least one

week prior to publication

Art on Paper, Milpark: “Double
Jeopardy”, a collaboration by Robert
Hodgins and Sam Nhlengethwa, until
June 30. (011) 726-2234.

Civic Theatre, Braamfontein: In
the Nelson Mandela, Russia’s
Imperial Ballet performs extracts
from famous ballet suites, until June
24, and from June 28, Opera Africa
presents “Opera Extravaganza”. In
the Tesson, Ben Elton’s “Popcorn”,
until July 1. In the People’s Theatre,
“Babe, the Sheep-Pig”, until August
11. (011) 877-6800. 

Goodman Gallery, Rosebank:
“Wishful Thinking” by Frances
Goodman, June 23 - July 14. (011) 788-
1113.

Grahamstown, Eastern Cape: June
27 - July 7, the 33rd National Arts
Festival contains drama, film, the-
atre, jazz, opera, dance, craft, poetry,
visual arts and much more. (046) 603-
1103.

Johannesburg Art Gallery,
Joubert Park: “DungaManzi:
Stirring Waters” Tsonga and
Shangaan art from southern Africa,
curated by Nessa Leibhammer,
Natalie Knight and Billy Makhubele,
until August 18. On June 24, “Africa
Remix”, a major exhibition of con-
temporary African art, curated by
Simon Njami, opens. (011) 725-3130.

Liberty Theatre on the Square,
Sandton: At lunchtime on June 22, in
celebration of Youth Week, the best of
the best of National School of the
Arts learners will perform. On June
29, Zanta Hofmeyr (violin) and
Malcolm Nay (piano) perform a
recital. Until July 7, Alan Swerdlow
directs “Some Girl(s)”. (011) 883-8606.

Market, Newtown: In the Laager,
Athol Fugard’s “Victory”, with
Ameera Patel and Wayne van Rooyen,
until July 1.  In the Main Theatre,
Taliep Pietersen and David Kramer’s
“Ghoema”, until July 22. (011) 832-
1641.

Montecasino, Fourways: “Meno-
pause the Musical” in the Main
Theatre until July 22. In the Studio,
“Defending the Caveman” with Alan
Committie until July 1. “The Lion
King” in The Teatro, until September
9. (011) 511-1988.

National Children’s Theatre,
Parktown: “A Pocket Oliver Twist”,
directed by Joyce Levinsohn, until
August 4. (011) 484-1584.

UJ Arts Centre, Auckland Park: In
the gallery, Sue Pam-Grant’s “Inner
Lining”, until June 27. (011) 559-2911.

Inner Linin” by Sue Pam-Grant. Until 27 June.
(UJ Art Gallery, Auckland Park. 011-559-2911)

REVIEWED BY ROBYN SASSEN

THE FIRST thing that strikes you on entering
the gallery space is the silence. You might
argue: art is visual, not aural. But the silence
exuded by Pam-Grant’s assemblages is
unearthly. Maybe it is because many comprise
elements from noisy nostalgia. It is as though
the works have suddenly stopped chattering
amongst themselves, to acknowledge your
presence.

The works embody an evolved, sometimes
ironic, gentle humour, tinctured with deep,
never trite nostalgia. It’s the sense of off-beat
that infused the work of women associated
with Paris dada. It’s Pam-Grant doffing her
cap to Joseph Cornell and Tadeusz Kantor. It’s
also unique, compiled with an aggressively
brave sense of life.

Pam-Grant might be more known to enter-
tainment buffs than art ones. She was “Kobie”
in “Suburban Bliss” during the 1990s. She cre-
ated award-winning play “Curl Up and Dye”
in 1989, and co-created and directed “Coupé”,
which won six Naledi Awards in 2007. She
began making visual art in 2005. She works
with found objects. Marcel Duchamp did it in
1913, attaching a bicycle wheel to a kitchen
stool, thus rocking and shocking the art
world.  

Pam-Grant’s approach is complicated by
autobiography and her theatre skills. Hers is
the kind of lateral thinking magic that can
make a colander the face of a child, or two
pairs of ballet shoes into a portrait of a
woman and her daughter. It can make a basin-
ful of perishing pink bathing caps into “Pink
Melons”, stuffed with dress patterns, gently
allude to illness. It’s in gesture, rather than
forced likeness, and in its quirkiness, it is
poignant and comical.

The works comprise household ‘junk’:

Rusted basins, buckets, furniture, garments,
sewing tools and dress patterns. Bandages
form an important medium, making the ordi-
nary extraordinary, as in “School Lunch”.
The “Window” works, geometric composi-
tions from elastic strips in red, blue and flesh,
are less successful than the evolved assem-
blages.

“Last home movie” shatters values.
Comprising a colander filled with elastic, an
old fashioned iron and a wheel, there is a
sense of a reel unwinding; the sprockets are
absent, the celluloid is the elastic. Indeed,
there is a lot of this pink elastic in her work.
Some of it has substance in ballet shoes.
More plays a role as bandages and strips.  It is
like bra elastic.

In 2003, Pam-Grant was diagnosed with
breast cancer.  A lot of the inner lining of this
show is about the challenge that this repre-
sented to her sense of equilibrium.

The most powerful piece is “Portrait with
Lines 24042007”.  It’s incorporated into a
stepladder. In strips of crepe bandage, writ-
ten with red pencil, Pam-Grant pays tribute to
her mother, who she lost on 24 April 1997. It is
juxtaposed over a three-part work, construct-
ed in down-at-heel white wooden kitchen
drawers, entitled “Brassiere”. In each, we see
a mastectomy bra, in each we read many com-
ments about breasts. About wishing she had
no breasts when she started learning ballet in
Standard Six. About an almost objective
curiosity about her illness.  Rather than
maudlin or clinical, this central core to the
show is deep and inexorably human.  

In “Inner Lining” Pam-Grant demonstrates
her theatrical ability to balance visual torsion
with narrative tension. The result is astonish-
ingly sensitive representations of the unrep-
resentable.  

”Porte Bras”, mixed media assemblage.
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF SUE PAM-GRANT)

”Titch”, mixed media assemblage.
(PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF SUE PAM-GRANT)

Pam-Grant’s Sound of silence

ROBYN SASSEN

THE CHILL of the early June evening could
not dampen the spirits in Braamfontein,
Johannesburg, at the 10th Business Arts
South Africa (BASA) Awards, held last week
at the freshly refurbished Alexander Theatre. 

Under MC Peter Ndoro, the evening flowed
smoothly, with no unnecessary fanfare - this
is the time of the year when the arts sector
gets to acknowledge the contribution of busi-
ness. 

This relationship is very important to raise
the profile of the arts nationally. And the
thrill of such an event is that the fanfare is
reserved for the actual acts of sponsorship,
mentorship and sponsorship in kind that
businesses are giving so unstintingly to the
arts, nationally.

The evening’s dignitaries - Minister of Arts
and Culture Pallo Jordan; First Lady Zanele
Mbeki; Business Day editor Peter Bruce; and
Mary Slack, chairman of BASA, spoke with
real sincerity. The cherry on top was the
evening’s main guest, Mrs Evita
Bezuidenhout, who offered a sense of astute
fun to the proceedings.

“When the arts are nurtured, they are
more than just things to enjoy,” Jordan said.

They were about empowerment and employ-
ment; they were about social values that gave
our country its wealth. 

Peter Bruce concurred, with sobering
thoughts as to how fortunate we are in South
Africa to have freedom of expression. “We
have lost sight of how tough it is for some peo-
ple to express themselves.”

“The companies make this happen,” he
concluded. “It is so easy to say ‘No’, when
someone needs help.”  

Slack agreed. “How better to combat pover-
ty” than to support the arts and create jobs,
forge courage and ultimately bring the two
sectors closer.

“Vukusenzeni!” was Evita’s call to action.
It’s Xhosa for “Get up and do something!” 

She continued: “I want business to fall in
love with the arts as they have been with
sport for so long. Art is the oxygen of our soci-
ety.”  

She said that while it was business’s role to
nurture the arts and make them grow, it was
government’s responsibility to make the
buildings to house the arts - the theatres, the
galleries, the auditoria - and to make them
work.

Each of the 12 winners received a framed
original engraving by Eastern Cape emergent
artist Zola Toyi, as well as a copy of MTN’s
Catalogue of Contemporary South African
art “Messages and Meaning”. 

Toyi’s intriguing images use an empty
background with elegance, maturity and
sureness that belies his comparative youth
and lack of formal education. The images
draw from his cultural roots - Toyi was
trained as a traditional healer in Rini, a town-
ship near Grahamstown and many of his
works deal with the complexities of divina-
tion and of ritual animal slaughter, yet, the
empathy in these works is deeply moving.

Judges were Darryl Accone, Gordon Cook,
Linda Givon, Andrew Human, Gianni
Mariano, Sizakele Marutlulle, Ivan May,
Fiona Ramsay, Peter Vundla and Annie
Williamson.
The awards were:  
Best Use of a Commission of New Art:
Sunday Times for the Sunday Times Heritage

Clive Viveros and Florence Thom from

Pinpoint One Human Resources, receiving

their BASA Award, acknowledging their

sponsorship of the Artists Proof Studio,

from First Lady Zanele Mbeki. ( PHOTO-

GRAPH COURTESY BUZ PUBLICITY)

Project.
First-Time Sponsor: Mogalakwena River
Lodge for Synergy Contemporary Bead Art
Exhibition and SA Police Serve for the
Motswedi Literary Competition.
Increasing Access to the Arts: Edgars for
Edgars Music Series at the Bassline Jazz
Club and Silke Financial Serves for Ikwezi
Art Centre.
International Sponsorship: Standard
Bank for Picasso and Africa Exhibition.
Long-Term Development: PPC for support
of the Owl House Foundation and Smuts
Cottage.
Media Sponsorship: Die Burger for the
Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees (KKNK).
Single Project: Levi-Strauss South Africa
for Levi’s Young Guns.
Sponsorship by a Small Business: pin-
point one human resources for the Artists’
Proof Studio.
Sponsorship in Kind: ClassicFeel
Magazine, and Deneys Reitz for pro bono
legal advice.
Strategic Sponsorship: ABSA Bank for the
KKNK.
Youth Sponsorship: Sanlam for the Sanlam
Prize for Youth Literature.
Mentor of the Year: Irma Albers for the
hip:Khulumakahle and Pamela Grayman for
Ballet Theatre Afrikan.

SA arts salute contribution of business


