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‘hurt’ Carter defends his
controversial ME book

OWN CORRESPONDENTS

lume || Number 2

lar Brandeis, that his goal was to In his first direct address to family by some of the reaction,” hurtful.”

revive Middle East peace talks Jewish Americans on his book, 82-year-old Carter, who won the He apologised for a passage
THE CONTROVERSY that has and that attacks on his character Carter said the title referred to Nobel Peace Prize in 2002, said. that can be interpreted as sup-
dogged former US President had hurt him and his family. human rights in the Palestinian “I've been through political porting suicide bombings as a
Jimmy Carter since his book, Jewish groups have expressed territories, not in Israel. campaigns for state senator, gov- negotiating tactic, saying it was a
Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid outrage at the book, arguing that The word “apartheid”, he ernor and president, and I've “mistake” and would be removed
came out last year, carried on at its comparison of Israel’s treat- added, was intended to provoke been stigmatised and condemned  from future editions.
Brandeis University in Boston on ment of Palestinians with South debate on the rights of by my political opponents. But But he said a full Israeli with-

Tuesday night. Africa’s reviled apartheid system Palestinians, who he insisted  this is the first time that I have drawal from Palestinian territo-
Carter, coming out in defence of racial segregation, could were being treated unfairly by ever been called a liar and a ries was crucial for lasting peace.

of his controversial book, told undermine perceptions of Israel. bigot and an anti-Semite and a

student at Jewish-founded secu- Israel’s legitimacy. “I've been hurt and so has my  coward, and a plagiarist. This is SEE PAGE 10

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION WON’'T ERASE ANTI-SEMITISM / 1]

ORT brings dance
to CBD creche

DANCE was the only conversation
happening at the Mai Mai village, on
the eastern side of the Johan-
nesburg city centre, when the
Andrea Beck School of Dance came
to visit.

The dialogue was rhythmic,
vibrant and transcended all bound-
aries. Dance teachers Andrea and
Romy brought their young dancers
to perform for the children of the
creche which is situated inside the
village.

ORT South Africa works with its
teachers, as well as a number of
other town creches, providing them
with classroom-based support and
much-needed resources for their
lessons and activities. ORT SA’s pol-
icy to “Educate for Life” is applied
to the teachers, ensuring that they
implement their newfound know-
ledge.

When Romy and Andrea approa-

ched ORT SA and said that their stu-
dents wanted to perform a dance
routine for an underprivileged
creche, ORT SA suggested Mai Mai.
In return, the children would per-
form their own traditional African
dance routines.

In a media release, ORT SA said
that Mai Mai, known as the “muti”
(traditional medicine) capital of
Johannesburg with its culturally
rich community, offered the perfect
setting for this dynamic cultural
exchange.

Teachers, mothers and grannies
all made their way in convoy
through the city centre to enjoy the
show.

“This was a wonderful forum for
these kids and their moms to inter-
act with a community different to
theirs through a unifying exchange
of talents,” said Michael Sieff,
national director of ORT SA.

CT Holocaust
Centre hosts

expo on Darfur
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PARSHAT BO records the last
three of the 10 plagues. It also
enumerates many of the com-
mandments connected to Pesach.

The parsha begins and ends
with a common theme. Pharaoh
is informed that his country has
been destroyved. He reluctantly
gives Moshe permission to go
and serve G-d in the desert and
he asks Moshe who he will take
with him.

Moshe answers: “With our
young and our old we will go,
with our sons and our daughters,
our flocks and our herds we will
go, for we will hold a feast to
Hashem.”

We see a fundamental concept
from the above: Moshe Rabeinu
is absolutely committed to serv-
ing G-d with the young and the
old, the sons and the daughters,
thus demonstrating that service
of G-d is a family affair
Pharaoh’s understanding of reli-
gion is diametrically opposed to
this - in his culture, religion is
strictly for the adult males.

There is a phenomenon evi-
dent in the Jewish community

PARSHAT
BO

Rabbi Ron Hendler
Rav: Northfield Shul

today - parents drop their chil-
dren at children’'s service/bar-
mitzvah classes on Shabbos
morning while they go off to do
their own things.

Why should a child wvalue
prayer and Jewish expression if
he sees his own parents haven't
got time? A barmitzvah has
become something from which to
graduate and not entry into a
beautiful way of life as it is meant
to be.

Moshe Rabeinu is teaching that
any meaningful prayer service for
a child has to be modelled by the
parents, where the young and old
find time to serve G-d together.
Only then can we hope that the
next generation will be inspired
to follow their Jewish heritage.

At the end of the parsha (13:14),

PARSHA OF THE WEEK

Service of G-d: a family affair

the following hypothetical dilem-
ma is posed: “And it will be when
your son asks yvou on the follow-
ing day, ‘What is this?" you will
say to him, ‘By the strength of
hand, Hashem bought us out
from Egypt’.”

Rashi says this refers to one of
the four sons who are mentioned
in the Haggadah - the foolish
child who doesn’t know how to
ask.

Young children have a wonder-
ful curiosity about all kinds of
things. They often ask profound
questions about Yiddishkeit.
Sometimes, though, they present
as simpletons as this parsha
exemplifies and ask: “What is
this?”

It is critical that when our chil-
dren ask us these questions, even
those which seem very basic, that
we don’t fob them off, but we
make a sincere effort to engage
them in the issues that are both-
ering them. This will ensure that
they feel valued and continue to
approach us as they grow up.

The Pesach seder, based on dia-
logue between parents and chil-

SHABBAT TIMES

26 January / 7 Shevat
27 January / 8 Shevat

Please note that these are the
latest times for candle-lighting.

STARTS ENDS

18:15 19:36  Johannesburg

18:29  20:32  Cape Town

18:15 19:32 Durban

18:20 19:50 Bloemfontein

18:01 20:03 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:52 East London
Parshat Bo
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IT ALL ADDS UP!

dren, provides an easy-to-follow
paradigm with results which
have been proven time and
again - a beautiful image of the
parents passing on the torch of
meaningful and G-dly living to
their family.

Praying together and learning
together - simple yet profound
methods to keep the chain of
Jewish tradition forever
vibrant.

Shabbat Shalom!

Jews the

DAVID SAKS

A BROAD cross-section of the
Gauteng Jewish leadership met
last week under the auspices of
the SAJBD Gauteng Council with
a delegation from the United
Jewish Appeal Federation of New
York. The UJA-Federation,
arguably the single largest Jewish
philanthropy in the world, was in
Johannesburg and Cape Town to
meet with the leadership of the
Jewish community.

The delegation, which com-
prised some of the most signifi-
cant and successful business,
financial, corporate, real estate,
legal and philanthropic leaders of
the New York Jewish community,
was led by former South African
Mark Medin, executive director of
the UJA Federation’s Philan-
thropic Leadership Group.

There was an impressive atten-
dance by local organisations at the
dinner in Johannesburg, which
was held at Beyachad under the
auspices of the Gauteng Council
of the SAJBD.

world over ‘one big family’

Sixteen organisations were
represented, including the
Union of Orthodox Synagogues,
Union of Jewish Women, IUA-
UCF, Chevrah Kadisha,
MaAfrika Tikkun, the SA
Zionist Federation, the SA
Jewish Board of Jewish
Education and the SA Union of
Progressive Judaism. Also
attending were Chief Rabbi Dr
Warren Goldstein and Israeli
Ambassador Ilan Baruch.

Lynn Tobias, a well-known
philanthropist and chairman of
UJA’s King David Society, spoke
about the work and aims of the
UJA Federation. There were
three main components to its
campaign, namely building a
caring community through look-
ing after the elderly, youth and
Holocaust survivors, fostering a
strong sense of Jewish identity
through educational and other
programmes (including support-
ing the birthright project which
brings Jewish youth on tours to
Israel) and addressing the needs
of Jews throughout the world.

Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein, Glen Tobias (UJA), Zev Krengel
(Gauteng Council chairman), Gary Herbert (Chevrah Kadisha), Mark
Medin (UJA) and Nanette Rosenberg (UJA).

The UJA Federation raises over
$230 million annually on behalf
of Jewish causes, with 45 per cent
of the funds going to the
American community, 45 per cent
to Israel and 10 per cent to Jews
throughout the world.

In welcoming the delegation,
Gauteng Council Chairman Zev
Krengel pointed out the strong

sense of kinship that existed
throughout the Jewish world, so
that no matter where one trav-
elled, one was made to feel at
home among the various Jewish
communities.

Israeli Ambassador [lan
Baruch commented on how proud
he was to be Jewish, and the sense
of belonging it offered.
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Give them wings

STAFF REPORTER

DESPITE THE prevailing poverty,
there is remarkable joy and hope
among the people of Diepsloot, an
informal settlement outside
Johannesburg.

So said Joanna Blum, a represen-
tative from the United Jewish
Appeal (UJA), the single largest
philanthropic organisation in the
world, which recently sent a dele-
gation to Johannesburg to visit the
projects run by outreach organisa-
tion MaAfrika Tikkun.

The UJA raises over $230m annu-
ally to support welfare, social serv-
ice and educational initiatives ben-
efiting communities around the
world.

The aim of their visit to South
Africa was to gain insight into
humanitarian projects in the coun-
try.

As part of their visit, the delega-
tion, consisting of 12 prominent
businessmen and philanthropists
from New York, visited MaAfrika
Tikkun’s Wing’s of Life project in
Diepsloot where they handed a
start-up cheque of $5 000 to the
non-governmental organisation.

The funding will be used to
improve the infrastructure at the
community centre and help add
new facilities to the centre.

“When I went on this trip to see
the Wings of Life project, I braced
myself for the worst,” said Blum,
“but to my surprise, amidst all the
poverty and the dire situation at
hand there is remarkable joy and
hope among the people. MaAfrika
Tikkun has really done an amazing
job by giving people their dignity
back through their initiative.

“We hope this much-needed
funding will help grow the strength
of the projects even further.”

MaAkrika Tikkun was founded
by businessman and philanthro-
pist Bertie Lubner and the late
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris in 1994

and joined later by Herby
Rosenberg and Ann Harris. It soon
gained the support of Nelson
Mandela as its patron-in-chief and
has since made major inroads into
some of South Africa’s most desti-
tute areas including Diepsloot,
Orange Farm, Alexandra, Delft
and Mfuleni.

The organisation continually
strives for the upliftment of all dis-
advantaged people in South Africa,
with an emphasis on poverty-
stricken and HIV/Aids-afflicted
communities.

The Wings of Life centre is a
community development pro-
gramme of three organisations
which have joined forces to provide
the Diepsloot community with a
comprehensive range of services to
help reduce the impact of extreme
poverty, unemployment and
HIV/Aids in the area. The other
two organisations are Basa, a non-

Herby Rosenberg,
executive deputy
chairman of
MaAfrika Tikkun,
Joanna Blum, a rep-
resentative from
the United Jewish
Appeal (UJA)
Federation, and
Marc Lubner, chief
| executive of
MaAfrika Tikkun

governmental organisation which
runs schools in formerly disadvan-
taged areas, and Zizanani, a
women’s empowerment group. The
Methodist Church of South Africa
has also assisted with the project.

Permanent facilities at the cen-
tre now include a small créche, a
primary school, a food garden and
a kitchen where more than 450
meals are prepared every day for
the elderly, the sick and children
under the care of the various care-
givers.

“MaAfrika Tikkun’s success lies
in the fact that we adopt a ‘bottom
up’ approach within the communi-
ties in which we operate,” said
Marc Lubner, chief executive of
MaAfrika Tikkun.

“We work together with local
community structures to identify
areas of critical need and develop
programmes that address these
needs, ensuring that it is ultimately
the communities themselves who
have ownership and control of the
programmes initiated and driven
by our organisation.

“Community ownership and par-
ticipation is crucial as it leads to
sustainability,” he said.

AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

BOOK COMPARES HOLOCAUST, APARTHEID

CAPE TOWN - A new South
African book compares ele-
ments of the Holocaust and
apartheid.

The Holocaust and
Apartheid: a comparison of
human rights abuses aims to
foster "a better cultural under-
standing between the diver-
gent members of our South
African community", author
Juliette Peires said.

Comparing the conditions
under which blacks and Jews
lived under the respective sys-
tems, Peires finds similarities
between Nazi Germany in its
initial years and apartheid
South Africa. She points out,
however, that while blacks

were '"exploited, humiliated
and treated as second-class cit-
izens, there was no attempt to
impose anything like a Final
Solution".

The book also demonstrates
how both groups were targeted
for discrimination through leg-
islation.

"They were both really terri-
ble events and one doesn't want
to minimise either of them,"
Peires said.

Holocaust studies have
become compulsory for ninth-
graders in South African
schools and will form part of
the history syllabus in the 11th
grade beginning this year.
(JTA)
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What a way
to see in the
new year!

STORY AND

PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

UNDERPRIVILEGED
schools and teacher
training in the Cape
will be the beneficiar-
ies of a New Year’'s
Eve fundraiser con-
vened by ORT Cape
Town.

The organization,
with the motto:
“Education for life” -
will now be working
more closely with its
ORT-Tech arm in
training teachers of
technology, according
to local chairman Nilly
Baruch.

At the event at the
Artscape Arena Theatre,
singer Natalia Da Rocha
took the audience on a musi-
cal journey featuring high-
lights of her 25 years in
show business in the aptly-
titled “Colours of my Life”.

Including old favourites
like “I'm under the influence

Sharon Klugman, Nilly Baruch
(ORT national vice-chairman),
Daphne Gevint and Sonia
Sender, who convened a New
Year's Eve fundraiser in Cape
Town.

of love”, “Dancing cheek to
cheek” and “Night and
day”, the fast-paced, ener-
getic show had the audience
clapping along.

The performance was fol-
lowed by kosher snacks and
champagne at midnight,
with Da Rocha and her cast
of six joining the crowd in
disco-dancing that contin-
ued until the early hours.

Climate change: the
global terrorist

NICKY FALKOF

MORE THAN Aids, war, terror-
ism or crime, climate change is
the biggest threat facing the world
today. From rich to poor, across
every race, religion and social
group, human beings will suffer if
global warming continues.

We are standing at a crossroads
that will dictate the future of our
species - and it’s almost too late.

We depend on fossil fuels for
technologies like electricity,
motor-vehicles and air travel.
Burning fuel releases gases that
get trapped inside the atmos-
phere, slowly heating up the
entire planet like an enormous
greenhouse.

Humans have deforested huge
swathes of oxygen-producing
land, killing off ancient trees in
our constant drive for expansion
and progress. The loss of natural
forests, from Bali to Brazil and
back, is responsible for more gas
emissions every year than the
entire global transport sector.

If we do not stop the progress of
climate change, the effects on
Earth will be unimaginably disas-
trous. According to the British
government’s Stern Review, the
current increase rate of green-
house gases means a more than 50
per cent chance that the world’s
temperature could rise by up to
5°C. This is equivalent to the dif-

We can't afford to
wait for politicians
and big business to

manage this impending
Crisis - we must take
responsibility.

ference between our current cli-
mate and the last ice age.

Humanitarian disasters like
the Asian tsunami and hurricane
Katrina, will increase as the
planet heats up and the polar ice-
caps melt, dramatically altering
the composition of our oceans.

Poor countries will be the
worst hit as agriculture suffers
and low-lying lands vanish, but
the effects will eventually strike
even the richest developed
nations.

We can’'t afford to wait for
politicians and big business to
manage this impending crisis -
we must take responsibility. The
three-pronged strategy of
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, is cru-
cial: we must cut down on the
amount of power consumed and
the amount of waste created and
minimise air travel, vehicle
usage and household energy

expenditure.

But more than reducing
the harm we do, we can have a
positive and healthy impact
by helping to repopulate the plan-
et with vital life-giving trees.

The JNF has been at the fore-
front of the global movement to
green the earth ever since the
establishment of the state of
Israel. Tens of thousands of
hectares of semi-arid land have
been reclaimed, pushing the
Negev desert back from the Tel
Aviv-Jerusalem corridor and cre-
ating new opportunities for
growth and agriculture.

With its emphasis on conserva-
tion and afforestation, the JNF is
proving that human ingenuity
can fight the encroaching deserts
and keep the land alive.

Your donations to the JNF help
to fund our vital project of green-
ing Israel and allow us to keep
pushing boundaries with our
research. As well as planting
trees in Eretz Yisrael, the JNF is
a beacon of hope for the planet,
prioritising the environment and
protecting the resources that are
our greatest wealth - and our
children’s greatest legacy.

* Jewish National Fund of
South Africa, Private Bag X8,
Sandringham, Johannesburg
2131. Tel(011) 645-2541, fax (011)
640-6737, e-mail jnf.co.za, website
www.jnf.co.za

JEWISH WELFARE NEEDS YOUR
SUPPORT MORE THAN EVER
PLEASE REMEMBER THE WORK WE DO IN CARING FOR THE IMPOVERISHED

B We provide financial assistance for food, shelter and medication to all needy members of the community

B We attend to the burial needs of all Jews in our city including the destitute and those without family

B We offer counselling for families & individuals in crisis caused by depression, addictions, ill health, relationship

issues, domestic violence, trauma, age-related concerns, etc. We also provide protection to children at risk and

counselling for parent-child relationships.

B We endeavour to place those without work into gainful employment

For direct deposits, our banking details:
Jhb Jewish Helping Hand & Burial Society: Standard Bank of SA
Jhb Branch - Code: 00 02 05  Account No: 000 154253

* Kindly advise us by email or fax of any donations made via direct deposit

Chevrah Kadisha
Private Bag X7

Sandringham 2131

Tel:
Fax:

011 532 9600
011 532 9655

Email: chevrahgroup@jhbchev.co.za
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Darfures universal lesson highlighte

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

*WITNESSING DARFURZ, a
multi-media expo to raise aware-
ness about the current humani-
tarian crisis in the Darfur region
of the Sudan, was presented by
the Cape Town Holocaust Centre
(CTHC) as a preamble to the
United Nations Holocaust
Memorial Day (27 Jan).

*What has the situation in
Darfur got to do with the
Centre?Z | asked director
Richard Freedman at a media
briefing held prior to the opening
of the exhibition. sEverything,Z
was his emphatic reply.

*The Cape Town Holocaust
Centre is primarily a memorial
to those six million Jews who lost
their lives and all the other vic-
tims of Nazism. However, ites a
teaching institution that focuses
on human rights and it tries to
bring the contemporary lessons
from the Holocaust into todayes
society to see where the applica-
tion is.

eIf therees (to be) any rele-
vance in the educational process
that we are involved in, we can-
not ignore our responsibility to
put on expositions like this
because this is the very issue:
You speak to Holocaust survivors
- they endorse entirely that this
is what we should be doing
because otherwise what is the
point of all their suffering, what
is the point of all the loss if there

is no kind of gain for humani-
ty?Z

While the CTHC incorporates
references to apartheid in its
permanent exhibition, looking
at other crimes against humani-
ty had not been the pattern of
most Holocaust museums,Z he
added. *This is something new.

| was at a conference at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem and for
the first time they had Rwandese
survivors at that conference. In
other words, they were putting it
into the context of what was
happening beyond the
Holocaust, not to make any kind
of comparison,Z but to make the
point that «if you donet take the
lessons out of that one piece of
history and look to see where it
applies as history unfolds, then
you are losing the lesson.Z

The event included a four-
panel exhibition titled
*Genocide and DarfurZ that
touched on issues such as the
worldes responsibility in situa-
tions like this, an overview of
the last centuryes genocides,
including the Holocaust, several
eye-witness accounts of the
Darfur tragedy, as well as the
history of the conflict.

On the panel dealing with
international responsibility, one
reads that earguments about
whether particular atrocities
amounted to genocide, became
an excuse for inactionZ. Also
noted is the problem of respect-
ing the sovereignty of other gov-
ernments.

A panel of the Darfur multi-media expo that was presented by the Cape Town Holocaust Centre.

These issues were supposedly
solved at the United Nations
World Summit in September,
2005, when over 150 govern-
ments signed up to the
*Responsibility to ProtectZ peo-
ple from atrocities, not wait
until they are over.

eUnfortunately countries are
only going to enforce the

eresponsibility to protecte if they
want to, if they have the political
willZ, which «is steered by
national, media and public inter-
ests,Z it reads.

Also featured were wall-size
images from the e<Darfur,
DarfurZ exhibition at the United
States  Holocaust  Memorial
Museum last November, as well

as multiple screenings of the
documentary  film  eDarfur
Diaries: A Message From HomeZ
which records testimonies of
refugees who have fled the con-
flict.

The expo was opened by Jody
Kollapen, chairman of the South
African Human Rights
Commission.




