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DESPITE THE prevailing poverty,
there is remarkable joy and hope
among the people of Diepsloot, an
informal settlement outside
Johannesburg.

So said Joanna Blum, a represen-
tative from the United Jewish
Appeal (UJA), the single largest
philanthropic organisation in the
world, which recently sent a dele-
gation to Johannesburg to visit the
projects run by outreach organisa-
tion MaAfrika Tikkun.

The UJA raises over $230m annu-
ally to support welfare, social serv-
ice and educational initiatives ben-
efiting communities around the
world.

The aim of their visit to South
Africa was to gain insight into
humanitarian projects in the coun-
try.

As part of their visit, the delega-
tion, consisting of 12 prominent
businessmen and philanthropists
from New York, visited MaAfrika
Tikkun’s Wing’s of Life project in
Diepsloot where they handed a
start-up cheque of $5 000 to the
non-governmental organisation. 

The funding will be used to
improve the infrastructure at the
community centre and help add
new facilities to the centre.

“When I went on this trip to see
the Wings of Life project, I braced
myself for the worst,” said Blum,
“but to my surprise, amidst all the
poverty and the dire situation at
hand there is remarkable joy and
hope among the people. MaAfrika
Tikkun has really done an amazing
job by giving people their dignity
back through their initiative. 

“We hope this much-needed
funding will help grow the strength
of the projects even further.”

MaAkrika Tikkun was founded
by businessman and philanthro-
pist Bertie Lubner and the late
Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris in 1994
and joined later by Herby
Rosenberg and Ann Harris. It soon
gained the support of Nelson
Mandela as its patron-in-chief and
has since made major inroads into
some of South Africa’s most desti-
tute areas including Diepsloot,
Orange Farm, Alexandra, Delft
and Mfuleni. 

The organisation continually
strives for the upliftment of all dis-
advantaged people in South Africa,
with an emphasis on poverty-
stricken and HIV/Aids-afflicted
communities.

The Wings of Life centre is a
community development pro-
gramme of three organisations
which have joined forces to provide
the Diepsloot community with a
comprehensive range of services to
help reduce the impact of extreme
poverty, unemployment and
HIV/Aids in the area. The other
two organisations are Basa, a non-
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CAPE TOWN - A new South
African book compares ele-
ments of the Holocaust and
apartheid. 

The Holocaust and
Apartheid: a comparison of
human rights abuses aims to
foster "a better cultural under-
standing between the diver-
gent members of our South
African community", author
Juliette Peires said. 

Comparing the conditions
under which blacks and Jews
lived under the respective sys-
tems, Peires finds similarities
between Nazi Germany in its
initial years and apartheid
South Africa. She points out,
however, that while blacks

were "exploited, humiliated
and treated as second-class cit-
izens, there was no attempt to
impose anything like a Final
Solution".

The book also demonstrates
how both groups were targeted
for discrimination through leg-
islation. 

"They were both really terri-
ble events and one doesn't want
to minimise either of them,"
Peires said. 

Holocaust studies have
become compulsory for ninth-
graders in South African
schools and will form part of
the history syllabus in the 11th
grade beginning this year.
(JTA)
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BOOK COMPARES HOLOCAUST, APARTHEID

governmental organisation which
runs schools in formerly disadvan-
taged areas, and Zizanani, a
women’s empowerment group. The
Methodist Church of South Africa
has also assisted with the project.

Permanent facilities at the cen-
tre now include a small créche, a
primary school, a food garden and
a kitchen where more than 450
meals are prepared every day for
the elderly, the sick and children
under the care of the various care-
givers.

“MaAfrika Tikkun’s success lies
in the fact that we adopt a ‘bottom
up’ approach within the communi-
ties in which we operate,” said
Marc Lubner, chief executive of
MaAfrika Tikkun. 

“We work together with local
community structures to identify
areas of critical need and develop
programmes that address these
needs, ensuring that it is ultimately
the communities themselves who
have ownership and control of the
programmes initiated and driven
by our organisation. 

“Community ownership and par-
ticipation is crucial as it leads to
sustainability,” he said.

Give them wings
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•WITNESSING DARFURŽ, a 
multi-media expo to raise aware-
ness about the current humani-
tarian crisis in the Darfur region
of the Sudan, was presented by
the Cape Town Holocaust Centre
(CTHC) as a preamble to the
United Nations Holocaust
Memorial Day (27 Jan).

•What has the situation in
Darfur got to do with the
Centre?Ž I asked director
Richard Freedman at a media
briefing held prior to the opening
of the exhibition. •Everything,Ž
was his emphatic reply.

•The Cape Town Holocaust
Centre is primarily a memorial
to those six million Jews who lost
their lives and all the other vic-
tims of Nazism. However, it•s a
teaching institution that focuses
on human rights and it tries to
bring the contemporary lessons
from the Holocaust into today•s
society to see where the applica-
tion is. 

•If there•s (to be) any rele-
vance in the educational process
that we are involved in, we can-
not ignore our responsibility to
put on expositions like this
because this is the very issue:
You speak to Holocaust survivors
- they endorse entirely that this
is what we should be doing
because otherwise what is the
point of all their suffering, what
is the point of all the loss if there

is no kind of gain for humani-
ty?Ž

While the CTHC incorporates
references to apartheid in its
permanent exhibition, looking
at other crimes against humani-
ty had not been the pattern of
most Holocaust museums,Ž he
added. •This is something new.  

•I was at a conference at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem and for
the first time they had Rwandese
survivors at that conference. In
other words, they were putting it
into the context of what was
happening beyond the
Holocaust, not to make any kind
of comparison,Ž but to make the
point that •if you don•t take the
lessons out of that one piece of
history and look to see where it
applies as history unfolds, then
you are losing the lesson.Ž 

The event included a four-
panel exhibition titled
•Genocide and DarfurŽ that
touched on issues such as the
world•s responsibility in situa-
tions like this, an overview of
the last century•s genocides,
including the Holocaust, several
eye-witness accounts of the
Darfur tragedy, as well as the
history of the conflict. 

On the panel dealing with
international responsibility, one
reads that •arguments about
whether particular atrocities
amounted to genocide, became
an excuse for inactionŽ. Also
noted is the problem of respect-
ing the sovereignty of other gov-
ernments.

These issues were supposedly
solved at the United Nations
World Summit in September,
2005, when over 150 govern-
ments signed up to the
•Responsibility to ProtectŽ peo-
ple from atrocities, not wait
until they are over. 

•Unfortunately countries are
only going to enforce the

•responsibility to protect• if they
want to, if they have the political
willŽ, which •is steered by
national, media and public inter-
ests,Ž it reads.   

Also featured were wall-size
images from the •Darfur,
DarfurŽ exhibition at the United
States Holocaust Memorial
Museum last November, as well

as multiple screenings of the
documentary film •Darfur
Diaries: A Message From HomeŽ
which records testimonies of
refugees who have fled the con-
flict. 

The expo was opened by Jody
Kollapen, chairman of the South
African Human Rights
Commission. 

Darfur•s universal lesson highlighted

A panel of the Darfur multi-media expo that was presented by the Cape Town Holocaust Centre.


