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Foliday Edition
THIS IS OUR LAST ISSUE OF THE YEAR. OUR NEXT ISSUE WILL

APPEAR ON JANUARY 18, 2008. WE WISH OUR READERS A
RESTFUL HOLIDAY AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.
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Iran’s nuke report
forces Israel’s hand

ISRAEL’S TOP intelligence agencies all believe Iran is still at full
throttle to produce a nuclear bomb and will be capable of doing so
by 2009 or 2010. PAGE 7

Mauritius and
Bulawayo: two very
different communities
/8

IT IS a story about Africa’s youngest and
one of its oldest communities. For the
Jews of Mauritius and Bulawayo, however,
circumstances could not be more
different. For one community, life is
comfortable and secure and for both the
Jewish community and the country as a
whole, the future looks bright. For the
other it is a time of crisis, with mere
day-to-day survival being the only realistic
goal that can currently be aspired to.

SPECIAL FEATURE: Celebrating
120 years of JeW|sh Johannesburg

Premises of Goldberg and Zeffertt (Pty) Ltd, soft drink and mineral water suppliers in early Johannesburg. PAGES 16-22
WITTY WATSON WOWS MACCABI STAG / 24

LETTERS /14 CROSSWORD & BRIDGE /10 COMMUNITY BUZZ /8

Women’s mysticism -
A jewel in a dark
room /2

THIS TIME in Jewish history was
auspicious and made it possible to be
elevated by knowledge and to tap into
one’s physical and spiritual potential.
Technical, medical, scientific areas, and
philosophy broke new boundaries daily.
Oneness, a glimpse of an underlying
infinity, was now possible, said Rochel
Goldman. “Knowledge enables us to
understand ourselves and our purpose.
G-d’s unity is all around.”

Naomi Ragen’s new
book - Scarlett O'Hara
in a Jewish-American
setting / 13

Concert to honour
Aviva Pelham / 4

Nkosi’s legacy lives on
/4
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PARSHA OF THE WEEK

The secret of Jewish survival

THROUGHOUT THE ages, many
have been amazed at the Jewish
nation’s survival. Faced with a
history of suffering, sorrow, and
persecution, Jews have met
adversity with strong resilience
and fortitude.

What is our secret? How have
we maintained our distinctness
and unique traditions? What has
been the key to thwarting assim-
ilation into the cultures of the
nations? We can find a solution
in a thought from this week’s
portion.

Perhaps the most dramatic
story in all of Torah takes place
in our Parsha. After being sold
by his brothers and having been
away for 22 years from his fami-
ly, Joseph reveals himself.

The brothers had been
unaware that the Emperor who
has been tormenting them,
accusing them of being spies,
jailing Shimon, and potentially
taking Benjamin as a slave, is
actually Joseph.

When Joseph says the words:
“I am Joseph!” (Genesis 45:3),
the brothers are dumbfounded
and speechless. Joseph comforts
them with a long monologue and
expresses his forgiveness. He
also gives the brothers instruc-
tions to bring Jacob down to
Egypt.

Towards the end of these
instructions, Joseph gives the
directive: “Do not become agitat-
ed on the way.” (45:24)

Rashi explains this cryptic
statement: “Do not become
involved in a matter of halacha,

PARSHAT
VAYIGASH

Rabbi Boruch Leff
Aish Hatorah

(so that you don’t get lost) and
the trip does not become a
source of anger for you.”

Imagine: The brothers have
just faced the shock of their lives
in meeting Joseph once again.
Wouldn’t the brothers be con-
templating their fateful, incor-
rect decision to sell Joseph so
many years ago?

Yet, Joseph is concerned that
they would concentrate on
Torah study and lose their way
back home! Joseph seems to
assume that the brothers would
naturally turn to Torah study
during their travels.

While it is true that there is a
mitzvah to study Torah as you
travel, who would be able to
study at a stressful time of soul
searching?

In addition, now they had to go
back and face their father, Jacob,
to whom they had lied about
Joseph all of these years. How
would they be able to have the
presence of mind to study Torah
at such a difficult time?

Very often in Jewish learning,
the question is the answer. The
more you think deeply about a
question, the more you repeat
the question in your mind, the
more you begin to realise that
the question itself leads directly

to the answer. The same is true
here.

How could the brothers learn
Torah during such troublesome
times? How could they not? We
all have various methods of
relaxation that we engage in
when we are stressed out. Pious
and learned Jews relax through
the study of Torah. Even under
tremendous pressure, it was only
natural for the brothers to
search for mental calm in Torah
study.

This is especially true given
that the Torah is G-d’s instruc-
tions for Life and the brothers
were searching for specific
Divine guidance as to how to deal
with their current travails. They
would only find it in serious
Torah study.

Torah study has united Jews
throughout history and has
saved us from assimilation. This
is truly the secret of Jewish sur-
vival throughout the millennia.
To paraphrase Rabbi Saadia
Gaon of the 11th century, the
Jewish nation is only a nation
and can only be a nation as a
result of the Torah.

If ever there would be a time
when Jews would stop caring
about the wisdom in the Torah,
we would cease to be a nation
and would quickly disappear to
assimilation.

Amazingly, the Torah itself
provides for its own continuity.
The world at large has only
begun to value education and lit-
eracy for the masses around 200
years ago, with the system of
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free public education. Until then,
education was viewed solely as a
pursuit for the elite of society.

Many religions had special
interest in keeping the masses
uneducated so as to avoid ques-
tioning in their faiths.

Jewish education for the mass-
es, however, goes back to the
Revelation at Sinai.

Three thousand years ago, G-d
commanded us to study Torah
every day of our lives. Of course,
in order to study, every single
Jew had to know how to read and
write. So, basic mass education
was guaranteed.

Torah study and intellectual
pursuit was and remains our
lifeblood from our very inception
as a nation.

We believe a Jew can only be a
good Jew if he or she is engaged
in serious and consistent Torah
study.

Copyright (c) 1995 - 2007
Aish.com - http://www.aish.com

Mysticism - uncovering a jewel in a

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
SHELLEY ELK

WOMEN HAD a much greater spir-
itual energy than men, explained
Rebbetzin Rochel Goldman of the
Sydenham Highlands North Shul,
Johannesburg, “That is why we
chose to have a women’s gathering
at the first annual gathering of
Jewish Mysticism.”

The Mystical gathering, which
took place recently, was hosted at
The Shul, Summer Place, Hyde
Park.

Rebbetzin Goldman and
Rebbetzin Mashi Rose of Waverley
Shul, Johannesburg presented a
talk on “The Secret behind ‘The
Secret’”, followed by Mystical
Motivations, a series of inspira-
tional workshops conducted by
Ettie Klein and Goldman, Sara
Evian, Fraidy Yanover, Rose and
Aidel Kazilsky.

“The Secret” was a powerful
movie which gave a taste of mysti-
cism. A tenet of “The Secret” was
“the practise of joy and gratitude as
a way of life” which was a common
thread in many teachings, philoso-
phies and religions of the world.
The law of attraction was a funda-
mental basis of “The Secret”.

The secret behind “The Secret”
was Tanya, a book on Jewish mysti-

Philanthropist and businessman
Solly Krok and Rebbetzin Rochel
Goldman.

cism, written by the Alter Rebbe,
Rebbe Schneur Zalman, a great
mystic. It was based on the
Kabbalah and explained purpose
and the soul.

Rebbe Schneur Zalman of Liadi
took 20 years to write the Tanya
which was first published in the
late 1790s.

Thoughts were powerful, and
the Rebbe often responded to peo-
ple’s silent requests for help. An
attitude of gratitude and abun-
dance was inherent in the lives of
Jewish people. Washing hands in
the morning, before reciting
Modeh Ani, (a blessing of grati-
tude for life), cleansed one of kli-
pah, which had the potential to

cover and flaw the inner holiness.

Tanya, a Chassidic philosophy,
explained joy, depression, sadness,
and the intellect.

“The capacity to experience
truth, power, authority and essen-
tial joy, lies within us. Joy breaks
all barriers; G-d wants to shower
his blessings on us. His dwelling
place is within us.”

The secret behind “The Secret”
was the law of attraction, thoughts
and emotions. Holy people always
had divine clarity and an under-
standing of the spiritual source,
Divine purpose, and the Divine
soul.

This time in Jewish history was
auspicious and made it possible to
be elevated by knowledge and to tap
into one’s physical and spiritual
potential. Technical, medical, scien-
tific areas, and philosophy broke
new boundaries daily. Oneness, a
glimpse of an underlying infinity,
was now possible, said Goldman.

“Knowledge enables us to under-
stand ourselves and our purpose. G-
d’s unity is all around.”

Great tzadikim were holy people
who created miracles. When the
Jews were persecuted, the Maharal
of Prague fashioned a man out of
clay, and gave the Golam life, to pro-
tect them. A couple with a five-year-
old daughter, who “had no voice”,

dark room

went to the Rebbe for help and the
Rebbe asked: “Will you light
Shabbos candles?”

The parents said to him: “She
can’t talk.”

Before they had much chance to
protest, the young girl said: “Yes.”

The brocha from the tzadik had
already taken place.

Tzadikim weren’t restricted by
apparent separation from G-d, nor
limited by the natural way of the
world. They had Divine clarity
with a deeper truth.

“Tanya” explained the intellect,
emotions and soul.

“The Alter Rebbe’s insight into
the soul enabled us to know where
we are, where we come from and
the nature of our emotions,” said
Goldman. Tanya was powerful. It
explained sadness, depression,
and anxiety.

There were two souls inside us,
which was illustrated by the story
of Rivka, who literally carried
“two nations” within her,
Goldman said.

Rivka was drawn to holy places
and unholy places. A sage told her
she was carrying two nations, that
of Esau and that of Jacob - one
pulled with the passion of the ani-
mal soul and the other with an
inner holiness toward places of
learning.
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Murderers of Gerald
Fox are finally jailed

OWN CORRESPONDENT

THE GRUESOME murder on October 18
2003 of well-known Johannesburg busi-
nessman, philanthropist and marathon
athlete Gerald Fox, at his premises in
Heriotdale, near Johannesburg, finally
came to an end on Tuesday when six men
were sentenced in the Johannesburg High
Court on charges ranging from murder,
robbery with aggravating circumstances
and assault.

Acting Judge Phillipa Kruger noted
that recently released crime statistics
revealed that gang-related robbery of
business premises had increased. She
said the court had been told that Fox was
“an extraordinary man”, a philanthropist
who made business decisions on a
humanitarian rather than on a financial
one.

“He was much-loved, respected and
admired and he touched the lives of all
who came into contact with him.”

Four of the six accused were convicted
of murder. Edwin Masilo Silowa (44) was
sentenced to 60 years in jail of which he
will serve an effective 30 years; Johannes
Lapane (45) was jailed for 53 years and
will serve an effective 25 years; George
Khoza (28) got a similar sentence; Peter
Lukeru (26) will effectively serve 30 years.

Convicted only of the robbery of the
Nel family of Heidelberg’s car, Chicco
Sithole got 10 years while Mandla Lukeru
received a conditionally suspended four
year sentence.

Fox, a popular member of the Johan-
nesburg Jewish community, was not only
a prominent businessman who ran his
company, G Fox (Pty) Ltd from the prem-
ises in Heriotdale, but he was probably
even better known as an avid Rocky Road
Runner club member, with 16 Comrades
marathons and two, Two Oceans medals
to his credit. That fateful Saturday morn-
ing he just happened to be at the wrong
place at the wrong time.

The 55-year-old Fox was the owner of a
protective clothing and cleaning company
and a sports fanatic who sponsored more
than 80 sports clubs, including football,
netball, hockey etc.

To give an inkling of the calibre of man
Fox was: When Fox encountered a man on

the streets and discovered his sole means
of income was selling hats, Fox bought
hundreds of them and gave them away to
soccer fans.

He wasn’t a talker, but a doer, physical-
ly doing charity work in Soweto, where
others may give a donation at best.

The rampage actually started on
Thursday evening, October 16, 2003, when
Christo and Avril Nel were assaulted and
robbed in their Heidelberg home by the
armed accused. The robbers also stole the
Nel’s Opel Kadet car and early on
Saturday morning 2003, the robbers -
there were at least 10 of them - travelled
to the premises of G Fox in different vehi-
cles.

They assaulted Kartiegasen Padiachee,
Mark Martin and Saraphina Mathube at
the company and inter alia stole R20 000
in cash. They assaulted and robbed Gary
Parsons and Armando Melegaz as well as
Dayson Mashele. It was then that they in
cold blood shot dead Fox. Martin and Fox
had tried to run to the main gate of the
company when the robbers entered the
premises, shooting wildly and the two
men then ran in between a number of
bakkies belonging to the company.
Martin hid underneath a bakkie and the
robbers confronted Fox and shot him in
the head. He died on the scene.

Making their getaway the robbers
hijacked two more vehicles and robbed
and assaulted the owners.

They were arrested some days later.
They managed to escape but were rear-
rested and the case finally came to an end
this week.

AROUND THEWORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

ISRAEL'S RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT UN

NEW YORK - A UN General Assembly
committee has adopted a draft resolution
initiated by Israel.

The resolution calls on developed coun-
tries to make their knowledge and know-
how in the field of agricultural technolo-
gy more accessible to the developing
world.

The economic and financial committee
passed the resolution on Tuesday with
118 countries in favour, 29 abstentions
and no objections.

It represented a victory for Israel,
which has been stymied by the politicisa-

ISRAELI FORCES RAID RAFAH

JERUSALEM - Israeli forces on Tuesday
launched a major raid in the southern
Gaza Strip.

At least three local gunmen were Killed
and four Israeli soldiers were wounded in
clashes after troops backed by dozens of
tanks and helicopter gunships fanned out
around Rafah. The town on Gaza's border

tion in the General Assembly and its
committees.

"This first, historic Israeli-initiated
resolution adopted by the UN is a signal
of Israel's exceptional contribution to the
world," said Israel's UN ambassador, Dan
Gillerman.

"Israel will continue to share its
creative and innovative ideas, and will
demonstrate that it is an equal, respected
member at the UN, having much to
offer to the organisation's agenda, and
beyond the Israeli-Palestinian conflict."
(JTA)

with Egypt sees regular arms smuggling
by Palestinian terrorist groups.

Palestinians said it was the biggest
Israeli raid on Rafah in two years.

Earlier, a Palestinian gunman died in an
Israeli airstrike in northern Gaza. He was
identified as a member of Islamic Jihad.
(JTA)

Lighting Chanukah candles in Fairmount

Ben Wides and Zion Eloz, owner of Kosher Bed and Breakfast in Fairmount, enjoying
the lights of the Chanukiah at the B&B. (PHOTOGRAPH BY SHELLEY ELK)
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Sara Pascall, Professor Richard Mendelsohn and Dora Bloch at the
UJW adult education lecture.

The Jews of SA
- a ‘warts and
all’ review

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPETOWN

A “WARTS and all” portrait of
South African Jewry is due out
in February next year. Co-
authored by Professors Richard
Mendelsohn of the history de-
partment at the University of
Cape Town and Milton Shain,
director of the Kaplan Centre for
Jewish Studies and Research at
the institution, this will be the
first book on the subject since
Gustav Saron and Louis Hotz’s
1955 work, The Jews in South
Africa: A History.

Addressing the Union of
Jewish Women’s adult education
division, Mendelsohn said the
book aimed to be a comprehen-
sive history from the origins of
Jews in this country up to the
present day.

Included would be areas of
Jewish life not previously dealt
with, such as the role of women
and “the less savoury aspects of
Jewish life” encompassing crimi-
nality in the latter part of the
19th century and early part of
the 20th century.

The book, as yet untitled, is
divided into four large chapters.
The first deals with the earliest
Jews to reach the subcontinent,
the so-called “hidden Jews” who
came here as members of the
Dutch East India Company and,
as such, were forbidden to prac-
tise their religion.

The authors chronicle the
beginnings of Jewish life here in
the early 19th century with the
arrival of British and German
Jews and the formation of the
first congregation in 1841. That
foundation was not enough, they
say, with the community being
“highly assimilated” by the end
of the 1870s.

What saved the day for Jewish
survival was the arrival in the
1880s of the Litvaks, described by
Mendelsohn as the “ancestors of
most people here”.

The second chapter is devoted
to this group whom he terms
“the real foundations of South
African Jewry” and covers the
period from 1880 - 1930.

It looks at why and how they
left their homeland, the initial
hostility displayed towards them
in this country and how they
“rapidly” integrated.

The third chapter covers the
years from 1930 - 1970.
Mendelsohn refers to the earlier
date as the “turning point in the
history of South African Jewry”
with the introduction of the
Quota Act (restricting Jewish
immigration) which he says had
the effect of “cutting off the
Jewish community from its tap
root”.

The “difficult 1930s” are dealt
with as well as the subsequent
reconciliation between Afri-
kaner Nationalists and Jews
after 1948 when the Nats “set
aside their anti-Semitism and
display a ‘toenadering’ towards
the Jewish community”.

The year 1970 marks the “high
point” of the community, then
numbering 118 000, after which
it begins what Mendelsohn
describes as “its long demo-
graphic slide”.

The final chapter (1970 - 2007)
deals with “major themes” such
as the role of Jews in the anti-
apartheid struggle, which he
describes as “a crucial issue in
understanding the latter part of
the 20th century”. For the main-
stream community, however, he
notes that this was “a source of
discomfort and embarrassment”
and this is dealt with as well.

“We also examine the way the
Jewish community looks back at
its past and the way it fashions
its memories.”

Other topics tackled in this
section are the growing religios-
ity of South African Jewry “par-
ticularly in Johannesburg” and
what has happened to the com-
munity since the advent of
democracy in 1994.

Mendelsohn says the book
“aspires to be a very compre-
hensive history” including the
social, cultural, intellectual and
religious aspects.

“We tried to prevent a tri-
umphalist version and to pres-
ent a balanced picture of the
South African Jewish communi-
ty.”

N Long alter his death,
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kosi's legacy lives on

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH
BY JULIA COOK

WHAT CAN be better than
bringing some extra joy and fun
into the lives of children, espe-
cially children in need? At the
recent end of year party that
was held for the mothers and
children of Nkosi’s Haven at
King David Victory Park
Primary School, this is exactly
what happened, echoing the
words of young Nkosi Johnson:
“Please help people with Aids,”
he said. “Support them, love
them, care for them.” Since his
untimely death at a very young
age, NKkosi’s struggle has
become symbolic of the fight
against the Aids pandemic.

Of course, with a jumping cas-
tle, games, sports, a braai, can-
dyfloss and a warm, sunny after-
noon, it would be hard for chil-
dren not to feel a little of the
magic. Over 60 children, ranging
in age from five months to
matric, and parents, attended
the party. All the children found
something that captured their
attention, whether it involved
hula hoops, learning to skip
with skipping ropes, learning
new games, inventing dances, or
simply hanging out and enjoy-
ing the food.

The great part about the can-
dyfloss, was that it provided a
new experience for many of the
youngsters, as it was the first
time that they had ever tasted it.
Sponsors who contributed to the
event include KDVP, Netcare
Rosebank Hospital, Morning-
side Medi-Clinic, Nussbaums
Butchery, as well as several
individual donors.

Barri Strimling, a third year
medical school student who has

A braai at the KDVP campus as a fundraiser.

been involved with NkKkosi’s
Haven since his matric year, and
who organised the event, was
really pleased that Desmond
Zeelie, the headmaster of KDVP,
had agreed to allow the use of
KDVP’s Primary School field for
the function, as it allowed them
to provide the children with a
safe location, which also made it
easier to watch over them.

NKkosi’s Haven was founded by
Gail Johnson in April 1999. It
was named after her 12-year-old
foster son, who, the previous
year at the age of 11, became the
worlds youngest Aids activist
when he made his famous
speech to 10 000 delegates at the
opening of the 13th Inter-
national Aids Conference in
Durban and later that year he
took the same message to
Atlanta.

Nkosi had been infected with
HIV from birth, and passed
away on June 1 2001 from an
Aids-related illness.

This is what motivated the

project: the belief that a mother
should not be separated from
her child because of their HIV
status, they should be allowed
and able to remain together.
NKkosi and his mother had hoped
that the organisation would
spread to help as many families
as possible in the whole of South
Africa.

NKkosi’s Haven is special in
that as well as providing sup-
port for the mothers and chil-
dren, it also ensures that the
children are well educated and
well cared for.

The end of year party was also
attended by several volunteers,
including two students from
Germany who have already
been helping out for the last five
months. In addition to the fun
had by everyone, the children
were given party packs filled
with sweets as a parting gift.

As NKkosi also said: “We are
normal. We are human beings...
We have needs just like everyone
else. We are all the same.”

Diamonds are indeed

Aviva’'s b

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

A GALA concert - Diamond Diva
- to commemorate a special
birthday of opera star Aviva
Pelham, will be staged at the
Artscape Opera House on
January 23.

Pelham will take part in the
event which is billed as a cele-
bration of her musical career in
opera, operetta and musicals,
with particular emphasis on the
outreach projects with which
she is involved.

Included in the line-up will be
Voice of the Nation Ensemble,
Cape Town City Ballet, the Cape
Town Male Voice Choir, Dance
for All, the Amy Biehl Foun-
dation Singers, the SA Circle of
Dance Academy and Viva the
Voices.

A share of the proceeds will
benefit Artscape Audience De-
velopment and other selected
projects.

Tickets at R150, R100 and R50
(pensioners and students R50)
are available through Com-
puticket. Telephone (021) 421-
7695.

Opera star Aviva Pelham.

est friends
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

BUSH LIGHTS PEARL FAMILY MENORAH

WASHINGTON - President George W Bush on Monday lit
a menorah that belonged to the great-grandfather of slain
Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl.

Bush was joined in the Grand Foyer of the White House
by Jewish leaders and Pearl's parents, Ruth and Judea,
who lit the menorah and recited the blessings for the sev-
enth night of Chanukah. That was followed by a perform-
ance by the Zamir Chorale.

"By honouring Daniel, we are given the opportunity to
bring forth hope from the darkness of tragedy, and that is
a miracle worth celebrating during the Festival of Lights,"
the president said.

Bush also recognised Homeland Security Secretary
Michael Chertoff and his family, who were in attendance
during the speech. The president recounted the Chanukah
story of the heroic struggle of the Maccabees to overcome
religious oppression.

"As we light the Chanukah candles this year, we pray for
those who still live under the shadow of tyranny," Bush
said.

"This afternoon I met with a group of Jewish immi-
grants to mark International Human Rights Day. Many of
these men and women fled from religious oppression in
countries like Iran and Syria and the Soviet Union.

"They came to America because our nation is a beacon
of freedom. And they see a day of hope on the horizon
when people all across the world will worship in freedom.
The forces of intolerance can suppress the menorah, but
they can never extinguish its light." (JTA)

JEWISH LEADER WINS HUMAN RIGHTS PRIZE

SYDNEY - An Australian Jewish leader has been hon-
oured with his nation's top human rights honour.

Jeremy Jones, a former president of the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry, was presented with the
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission's
Human Rights Medal at a ceremony on Monday.

Jones, the co-chairman of the Australian National
Dialogue of Christians, Muslims and Jews, has been an
advocate of interfaith dialogue for three decades.

"Mr Jones has dedicated his life to promoting freedom
from racial discrimination, persecution, harassment, and
(for) freedom of religion," the commission said. "(He) has
tirelessly undertaken voluntary work within Indigenous,
Jewish and Muslim communities, as well as other minor-
ity groups."

Jones, who has collated the executive council's annual
report on anti-Semitism in Australia since 1989, also
spearheaded the two major court actions against
Holocaust deniers in Australia: Olga Scully in Tasmania
in 2000 and Fredrick Toben in South Australia in 2002.

"If you relate to other human beings by thinking of
them first and foremost as being people who deserve to be
treated with dignity, you see unfairness," Jones told the
media.

"And where you see unfairness you should do some-
thing about it wherever you can."

Past recipients of the human rights prize, which has
been awarded annually since 1987, include former Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser. (JTA)

Synagogue or shtiebl -
there’s a place for each

STORY BY SHELLEY ELK

DESPITE THE debates on
“Synagogue or Shtibl” of two
“great debate” sessions hosted by
CAJE (Johannesburg College of
Adult Jewish Education) recently,
the distinction between the two
remained enigmatic, said Rabbi
Yossy Goldman, rabbi of Sydenham
Highlands North Shul, at the final
session.

Was the definition determined by
the kehilla’s size or style, he posed
the question. Sydenham Syna-
gogue, he pointed out, grew from a
shtiebl in a Raedene shop in
Johannesburg 60 years ago, into a
“proper shul”.

Michael Sieff, national director of
ORT SA, discussed the question of
“Shtiebl or Synagogue”, using a
social and economic perspective. In
a free market, everything was a
product, and a demand could be
created for that. Looking at a shul
as a “product”, Sieff said, “we, the
consumers want to get something
out of it, be it herring, the social
element or davening”.

If a consumer was not getting
“service”, he was free to look else-
where for a fast minyan, a Friday
night choir, or whatever suited
him.

There were two painful lessons,
he said. If no one wanted your
product you had to close. You had to
be as good as the “competitor”.

Supply should be adapted to
demand. The key elements to serv-
ice were: finding out what con-
sumers wanted and offering what
was possible. “The guilt mechanism
won’t work.”

Sieff concluded with two points.
A shul should make people feel wel-
come, to a place where they could
daven and socialise. It was also crit-
ical to increase demand and attract
non-shulgoers into Yiddishkeit,
which would go a long way to
ensuring Jewish continuity.

Rabbi Dovid Hazdan of the Great
Park Synagogue, said that different
forms of services could stand
alongside each other for the benefit
of the community.

The contribution of stieblach to

South Africa, was immense and in
touch with a wider purpose and
need of the community.

Services in synagogues had
inspired many to find their true
spiritual home. Shtieblach and
shuls should learn from one anoth-
er. “We are all brothers, all impor-
tant as children of Hashem.”

Rabbi Hazdan explained how The
Great Park congregation combined
congregants from the Wolmarans
Street Shul, the Currie Street
shtiebl and the Great Park. It was
like “different planets” having a
shul and shtiebl in one building
struggling to find an identity.

“This brought us to a point where
we had to plot a course.”

The Wednesday minyan and Fri-
day night congregants, for exam-
ple, had different needs. Eventually
it took painful soul searching to
find a form to hold it all together.
“On Friday we have a larger com-
munity and the choir’s majesty and
beauty moves them after a long
week.” On Shabbos morning, the
minyan had a unique shtiebl atmos-
phere.

On Yomtov, there is a full chazzan
and choir, a majestic service which
lifts, envelops and moves the com-
munity.

In Oaklands there were not many
choices. “We had to respond to and
recognise needs, develop and grow.
We now have an identity in our own
community, which embraces the
shtiebl and shul atmosphere. This
can service the Jewish communi-
ty.”

Rabbi Hazdan expressed “the
hope (that) we can all develop
and grow in Yiddishkeit, and
knowledge and commitment to
Hashem kodush baruch hu”.

Rabbi Ron Hendler’s shtiebl poli-
cy was: “No poaching people from
other shuls.” Rabbi Azriel Goldfein
(who was buried recently), Rabbi
Hendler’s rebbe, taught his tal-
midim to support the local Beth
Din, UOS, administrative and cen-
tral body.

Some people went to yeshivot,
came back with a different philoso-
phy causing a ‘break away’. The
issue, said Rabbi Hendler, was not

money but one of of philosophy:
“We are not frum enough, etc... this
is a tragedy,” he said.

Where would Yiddishkeit be
without the UOS and Beth Din, he
asked. The second issue was to get
more new people into shuls and
incentivise them.

Rabbi Hendler said having “grown
up at Sydenham Shul”, he had a nos-
talgia for the choir, and chazzonim
which would always be critical to
mainstream Jewish people in South
Africa, while some out of the main-
stream wanted a different experi-
ence.

Rabbi Dovid Weinberg, associate
rabbi of Sandton Shul, said while
some people enjoyed the chazzan
and choir, others preferred a quick-
er service. Both styles of service
had an important role to play in
guiding and supporting South
African Jewry. Respect and under-
standing of halachah, and rabbon-
im were an important part of the
South African Jewish community.

The changing needs of South
African Jewry had to be accepted
and embraced, under halachic
guidelines and with responsibility.
South African Jewry would become
stronger for it, he believed.

In summary Rabbi Goldman, the
facilitator of the panel discussion,
said that big shuls would still serve
the bulk of the Jewish community
for the foreseeable future.

A net gain to the community
would be in drawing new congre-
gants from non-shulgoers, he said.
A spiritual net gain would result
from creating new growth, greater
learning and commitment.

“Synagogues and shtieblach are
not each other’s enemy.” There
should not be poaching. The chal-
lenge was to reach out and bring in
the unaffiliated which comprised
approximately one third of the
community.

“We need to target that market
and draw them into the community.
Working in mutual respect is a net
gain for Kklal yisroel; wherever we
pray, may all prayers be answered
and now just before Chanukah,
may the Jewish flame burn eternal-
ly.” he said at the time.

Read the

Jewish Report
e-paper on our website:
www.sajewishreport.co.za
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

Jewish Report

Seizing the opportunities
in the City of Gold

THE 120 years of Jewish life in Johannesburg is
but a blink of an eye compared with the span of
Jewish history going back thousands of years.
But it has been a rich and fascinating time for
this community, since Jews first began arriving
in significant numbers in the late 1800s and
early 1900s, the bulk of them lured by the prom-
ise of creating a better life than the pogroms
and poverty they left behind in Eastern Europe.

Johannesburg did, indeed, provide them with
the opportunity to build better lives - even if
they never found the gold in the streets they
had heard about when contemplating in their
European shtetls and towns where to go.

Today, 120 years after the formal constitution
of a Jewish community in the town, Johan-
nesburg’s Jews are well established, relatively
affluent and involved in a myriad fields in the
city and country at large, including business,
the professions, the arts and other areas.

The feature on pages 16-22 gives only a taste,
a selection of a few aspects of the richness of
these 12 decades of Jewish life. Small-town
communities have all but withered away and
the majority of South African Jews live in
Johannesburg today - with the rest in other
large South African cities.

But this success did not come easily. Jews
have earned their stripes by dint of sustained
hard work and the enduring belief that they
could always better themselves by seizing
opportunities and making something of them.

Their contribution to the country and city
has been enormous. Johannesburg would not
have become the economic and industrial hub
of the country in the way that it has without its
Jews.

One cannot view the history of the past 120
years without paying some attention to one
aspect that distinguishes this community from
those in other countries that were built by
immigrant Jews - the apartheid system.

The moral question - felt keenly by some and
less keenly by others - of having been part of
the privileged white minority in the apartheid
system, still runs through the inner fabric of
the Jewish psyche, although it is diminishing
rapidly as the years pass and a new “post-
apartheid” generation grows up and takes the
lead.

One consequence has been the emergence of
so many Jewish-based and Jewish-driven wel-
fare and development organisations and pro-
jects aimed at the needy in the broader society.

We can and should be very proud of these
efforts, which are making a difference to so
many in this country.

We can also be immensely proud of the
extent to which we take care of our own, and
the fact that we have never asked the society to
support us. Numerous Jewish organisations
exist for this purpose. No Jew in Johannesburg
need go hungry; no Jewish child need be with-
out a good education.

We have gone through our gloomy times.
Only a decade ago, as Jewish numbers dwin-
dled under the flood of Jews emigrating to
Australia and other destinations, the outlook
for the long-term survival of the community in
this city - as in the rest of the country - seemed
bleak.

But today this has turned around, and
Johannesburg Jewry is thriving, albeit with
smaller numbers than before. A dynamic
young leadership has taken the reins with ener-
gy and passion; young Jewish entrepreneurs
are building thriving businesses that are chang-
ing the face of the South African economy; in
the arts, Jewish names appear everywhere, as
performers, artists, audiences and patrons; the
same in academia, the professions, and so on.

Of course, Jews face the same anxieties as
others, and fears about the rampant crime, the
corruption and the uncertain political future of
the country are always present. Everywhere in
the community one finds people who have their
“papers” for Australia as a safety factor for pos-
sible future emigration to that country.

But this community in this city of Johan-
nesburg will endure and prosper for another
120 years. There are so many opportunities
here for creative minds. Who better than the
Jews to identify them and make something out
of them through passion and hard work?

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

Young Israeli protesters stand in the controversial E-1 corridor outside Ma'ale Adumim in the West Bank, on December 10, to
send a pro-settlement message to the Israeli government. (SOURCE: BRIAN HENDLER)

Going to the hilt for the hilltops

DINA KRAFT
MEVASSERET ADUMIM, West Bank

HER HEART pounding, the 15-year-old
girl with a long, honey-coloured braid
down her back scrambled down the steep
hillside in the black of night, running
from police who had swarmed in to evac-
uate her and others who had come to set
up an illegal settlement outpost.

It was a scene that has become familiar
in the ongoing cat-and-mouse game
between youths determined to spread
Jewish settlement in the West Bank and
the police charged with stopping them.

“You feel like you are in a suspense
movie, and of course there are some
frightening moments, but you feel that G-
d is with you,” said the teenager, who
would identify herself only as Ayana.

She and a group of classmates man-
aged to elude the police by finding a hid-
ing place among the rocks. They spent the
night on the hill, which they call
Mevasseret Adumim.

“If we want the land to be ours, then we
have to come and settle it. This is the first
step toward what I hope will one day be a
community here,” Ayana said, looking
out at the sloping, sand-coloured hills
across from Ma’ale Adumim, one of the
largest Jewish settlements in the West
Bank located just a few kilometres out-
side Jerusalem.

Ayana and her comrades were the foot
soldiers in a campaign launched by a
splinter settler group to take over nine
hilltops across the West Bank over
Chanukah. Overall there are some 100
illegal outposts across the West Bank.

This one, its supporters say, is meant to
ensure neighbouring Ma’ale Adumim is
expanded into an area called E-1 - a con-
troversial swath of land many say cuts off
the northern and southern parts of the
West Bank.

If this land is annexed by Israel - most
Israelis expect Ma’ale Adumim to become
part of Israel in a final-status agreement
with the Palestinians - Palestinians say
their state could not be contiguous.

These settlement outposts have been
ongoing thorns in the side of successive
Israeli governments, which are under
international pressure to dismantle them
but often have lacked the political will to
do so.

Despite promises to deal harshly and
promptly with those who establish the
illegal outposts, little legal action is actu-
ally taken against them.

The ambiguity of Israel’s policy
toward these outposts was highlighted at
a September meeting of the government
committee charged with dealing with
them.

“Everything was done with the gov-
ernment’s permission, even if it was
with a wink, therefore everything is
legal,” Avigdor Lieberman, Israel’s min-
ister for strategic affairs, was quoted as
saying. “You can’t pave roads and trans-
fer water and electricity lines in the dead
of night. It is inconceivable that today
people are suddenly denying this.”

Foreign Minister Tzipi Linvi said a
government commitment to remove the
outposts was not up for debate.

Israeli human rights activists long
have complained that settlers act with
impunity in the West Bank.

“It’s clear that if Palestinians seized
land that was not theirs, they would not
be allowed to stay for more than five
minutes, but the approach to settler
youth is very different,” said Lior Yavne,
director of research for Yesh Din, an
Israeli human rights group.

“Basically the law enforcement system
is nonexistent when it comes to handling
repeated offences related to settlers tak-
ing over land.”

In the past, what would begin as a
small cluster of tents or trailers often
evolved into de facto settlements with
homes, fields and even running water
and electricity. Sometimes they would be
set up by the government itself.

In recent years, however, the main-
stream settler movement, represented
by the Yesha Council, has begun focus-
ing more on preserving existing settle-
ments than creating new ones, given the
increasingly likelihood of a future
Israeli withdrawal from most of the West
Bank.

In Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s
vision, the larger settlement blocs would
be annexed to Israel.

As a result, a new settler organisation
called the Land of Israel Faithful has set
out to continue occupying as many hill-
tops as possible - specifically ones near
existing settlements, so the existing set-
tlements grow to other hilltops.

Headed by Rabbi Moshe Levinger, the
American-born founder of the current
Jewish neighbourhood in Hebron, mem-
bers of the Land of Israel Faithful say
they hope these settlements will grow
and foil any possible future peace deal
with the Palestinians.

The former mayor of the Jewish West
Bank settlement of Kedumim, Daniella
Weiss, who is on the group’s board, said
that in meetings at homes and hilltops
across the West Bank, people of all ages
were coming together to strategise on
how to best stake out what they saw as
their biblical birthright.

Small donations fund their work, which
includes advertising and buying equip-
ment such as generators. Fellow settlers
are recruited to help bring food, water
and logistical support to those who set up
the outposts.

“Politics are very much influenced by
what we, the settler movement, do on the
land,” Weiss said. “With our building
more outposts and more settlements, we
prevent the government from fulfilling
the idea of giving away territories.”

Until about four years ago, the outpost
activity was more intense, according to
Dror Etkes, the former director of a Peace
Now settlement-monitoring project. But
now, with a shift in political direction by
both the government and the settler lead-
ership, as well as more information and
media scrutiny of the outposts, the move-
ment to build them has become more one
of protest than of successfully establish-
ing “facts on the ground”.

Until about 2003, “there were tractors
and bulldozers and phones and water”,
Etkes said. By contrast, “what we are see-
ing today is more political”.

Etkes noted that most of the outpost
activity now was conducted during school
vacations, when high school students
could be called upon to camp out with
sleeping bags and boxes of supplies until
they were evacuated by the police. Hence
this latest Chanukah initiative.

The youth who settle the outposts say
they are not deterred by the illegality of
their actions.

“There is a clear commandment to set-
tle the Land of Israel according to the
Torah. It has been ours since the time of
Abraham, so we don’t need permission,”
said David, 17, his kipah covered partially
by a black wool hat.

Others say they have lost faith in the
state, especially after the 2005 withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip, when some 9 000
Jews were pulled out of Gaza’s Jewish
towns, many by force.

“The police are not with us; they are
against Torah and have forgotten the laws
of Judaism,” Ayana said before sitting
down on a blanket with her friends, wait-
ing until the police returned. (JTA)
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[ran report forces Israel’s hand

LESLIE SUSSER
JERUSALEM

AFTER THE shock of last week’s US intelli-
gence estimate that found that Iran halted
its nuclear weapons programme in 2003,
Israel is reshaping its Iran strategy.

Israel essentially is arguing that the US
assessment is dangerously misleading and
that Tehran is as determined as ever to
acquire nuclear weapons.

The Israeli dilemma is how to prove Iran
is cheating without being accused of trying
to push the United States into war. That is
why the official strategy is to work quietly
behind the scenes.

Israel’s top intelligence agencies all
believe Iran is still at full throttle to produce
a nuclear bomb and will be capable of doing
so by 2009 or 2010.

The new Israeli strategy is based on four
main elements:

« actively pushing for stiffer international
sanctions on Iran, despite the US report;

- working quietly behind the scenes to con-
vince others through Israel’s own intelli-
gence material that Iran is intent on produc-
ing nuclear weapons;

 refraining from arguing with the US
assessment in public, lest Israel be seen to be
trying to push the United States into mili-
tary action against Iran;

- and Israel keeping open its own military
options.

The National Intelligence Estimate’s
report is likely to affect more than Israel’s
strategy on Iran.

Although they won’t say so openly, Israeli
officials feel a deep sense of abandonment
by the United States in the face of this exis-
tential threat to the Jewish state. This senti-
ment could have implications for the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process and in the Israeli
domestic political arena.

The sense of abandonment places a heavy
burden on Israeli decision-makers.

Now that Israel is on its own, the question
of what to do about an Iran on the verge of
nuclear capability could be one of the
biggest decisions in the history of the state.

The emerging policy is the result of close
consultations among Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert, Defence Minister Ehud Barak and
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni.

In a Cabinet meeting on Sunday, Olmert
stressed that Israel would work to “expose
Iran’s clandestine operations”.

Barak earlier had advised the prime min-

ister not to get into a public spat with the
United States over its assessment of
Iran’s nuclear programme, but rather
promoted the behind-the-scenes effort.

Livni is determined to ensure that the
international alliance for sanctions
against Iran does not crumble in the face
of the report. Last week she briefed
Israeli ambassadors worldwide, urging
them to stress that even if taken at face
value, the US report shows that Iran can
be pressured and that sanctions work.

Later, in a meeting with Nato foreign
ministers in Brussels, Livni secured
promises from several of her European
counterparts that they would go ahead
with sanctions of their own if Russia or
China veto a new sanctions package in
the UN Security Council.

Barak has hinted that Israel will keep
all its options on the table.

“It is our responsibility to ensure that the
right steps are taken against the Iranian
regime,” he declared. “Words don’t stop mis-
siles.”

Israeli Minister of Strategic Affairs
Avigdor Lieberman says it doesn’t even mat-
ter whether or not the Iranians have a secret
military programme. He argues that once
the Iranians have sufficient quantities of
enriched uranium - which they continue to
produce openly, ostensibly for civilian pur-
poses - they could manufacture a bomb in a
matter of months.

Then, Lieberman said: “For them to go
nuclear or not is simply a political decision.”

In questioning the American intelligence
assessment, Israeli analysts point to three
indisputable facts: In defiance of the inter-
national community, Iran continues to
enrich uranium, Iran has an advanced mis-
sile programme that it continues to develop,
and it could quickly reactivate its military
programme - assuming it has been stopped -
to produce a bomb within a relatively short
time span.

“They can stop on the edge of the project
to weaponise and decide to proceed at any
time,” former Mossad chief Ephraim Halevy
said.

The bottom line in the US assessment is
that the Iranians, concerned by the US inva-
sion of Iraq, suspended their nuclear
weapons programme in 2003.

The Israeli counter-assessment is that
Tehran easily could have shifted its nuclear
programme underground without being
detected, and even if they didn’t, it doesn’t

Anti-aircraft guns guard the Natanz nuclear facility
in Iran. (SOURCE: HAMED SABER)

matter much because the transition from an
advanced civilian nuclear programme to
weaponisation is relatively simple and brief.

The Israelis say that the Jewish state,
which is within range of Iranian missiles,
cannot afford to take as sanguine a view of
the potential threat as the Americans, who
are not within range of Iran’s missiles.

Israeli analysts agree that right or wrong,
the US intelligence estimate will prove a
seminal event that reduces to zero the possi-
bility of a US military strike against Iran.

Some see the assessment as an attempt to
tie the hands of an activist US president; oth-
ers see it as providing support to a president
looking for a way to back down from an
increasingly unpopular military option
against Iran.

Either way, the American dial-down on
Iran could affect Israeli-Palestinian peace-
making.

If Israel can no longer count on the United
States when facing major security threats, it
will be less inclined to take chances for
peace with Palestinians, pundits say.

Moreover, the scenario that would have

had the United States “take care” of Iran
in return for Israeli concessions to the
Palestinians has been blown out of the
water.

The new situation could have implica-
tions for domestic politics, too.

If it becomes clear that Iran does not
intend to go nuclear, Likud leader
Benjamin Netanyahu, who has built a
career around the Iranian threat, could
be in trouble. Conversely, if Israel seems
alone in the battle against a nuclear
Iran, Netanyahu could become the man
of the hour.

Does Israel have a genuine military
option against Iran?

Some Israeli and foreign experts are
sceptical, given the large number of
widely dispersed and well-fortified
nuclear targets in Iran. Moreover, Iran
would be able to retaliate with missiles
fired from its own territory, as well as by its
proxies in Syria, Lebanon and Gaza. The
Islamic Republic also could unleash terror-
ist attacks on Israeli and Jewish targets
abroad.

Nevertheless, Israel has built a highly
sophisticated elite strike force capable of hit-
ting a wide range of Iranian targets. The
Israeli estimate is that it could put the
Iranian programme back several years.

Israel, however, probably would need US
approval for any such strike.

With US forces active nearby, the Israel
Air Force would find it extremely difficult to
operate over Iran without first receiving
American “friend-or-foe” flight codes for the
airspace over Saudi Arabia and Iraq. These
codes were withheld from Israel during the
1991 Gulf War; a clash over the codes in the
Iranian context would be far more serious.

It could mean back to square one: Even
though Israel rejects the new US reading of
Iranian intentions, it remains dependent on
US co-operation for any future operation
concerning Iran. (JTA)

THE

WORLD
NEWS IN
BRIEF

AROUN D MENORAH LIT IN POLISH PARLIAMENT

WARSAW - A menorah has been lit in the Polish parliament's lower
house for the first time.

Rabbi Shalom Stambler of Chabad-Lubavitch and Deputy
Parliament Speaker Jaroslaw Kalinowski kindled the menorah on
Monday, the seventh night of Chanukah. The crowned eagle, a symbol
of the Polish state, decorated the pre-Second World War menorah.

On the same night, representatives of the Jewish community joined
Polish President Lech Kaczynski to light a menorah in the presidential
palace in what has become an annual tradition since Kaczynski
became president in 2005.

Fewer than 30 000 Jews reside in Poland today, compared with 3,5
million before the Second World War. Approximately 90 per cent of
Poland's Jews died in the Holocaust. (JTA)
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Story of 2 African Jewish congregations

DAVID SAKS

IT IS a story about Africa’s
youngest and one of its oldest
communities. For the Jews of
Mauritius and Bulawayo, however,
circumstances could not be more
different.

For one community, life is com-
fortable and secure and for both
the Jewish community and the
country as a whole, the future
looks bright.

For the other it is a time of cri-
sis, with mere day-to-day survival
being the only realistic goal that
can currently be aspired to.

Mauritian Jewry mainly com-
prises younger people while the
median age in Bulawayo is well
over 70.

This year was the first time in 60
years that full Yom Kippur servic-
es were taking place in Mauritius.
The last occasion was during the
Second World War, when over
1 500 Jewish refugees from Nazi-
held Europe were being interned
on the island by the British
authorities. More than 70 people
attended the services at Sugar
Beach Resort, which were
presided over by Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft, spiritual leader to the
African Jewish Congress, assisted
by his son, Yossi, and Yosef
Shishler. Rabbi Silberhaft also
brought with him for that occasion
two sifrei Torah, machzorim and
kosher food for the communal
breaking of the fast.

During his visit, Rabbi Silber-
haft also visited three Jewish pris-
oners in Beau Bassin prison who
had been convicted of drug traf-
ficking. Ironically, Beau Bassin

was where the Jewish detainees
were held during the war.

It was only this year that the
Jewish community of Mauritius
was formally constituted. For the
time being at least, it will go by the
name of the Island Hebrew Con-
gregation as the name “Mauri-
tius” can only be used once per-
mission has been obtained from
the Prime Minister’s office. Such
permission has now been sought.

Office bearers include Owen
Griffiths (president), Andrew
Slome (vice-president), Max Emile
Boulle (treasurer), S (Baby)
Curpen (assistant treasurer),
Linda Mamet (secretary) and
Diane Reid (assistant secretary) ,
with Rabbi Silberhaft as spiritual
leader. Communal activities will
revolve around major and minor
Jewish festivals and Rabbi
Silberhaft’s regular visits.

For Rosh Hashanah Rabbi Sil-
berhaft, again accompanied by
Yossi Silberhaft and Rael Olwyn,
was in Bulawayo, the purpose
being to bring kosher meat and
other commodities as well as to
generally show solidarity with the
embattled community.

No power or water greeted their
arrival, a situation that prevailed
throughout most of their stay.
First night shul services took
place in the dark, barring the odd
emergency light, and only star-
light alleviated the virtual pitch
darkness of the subsequent four-
kilometre walk from shul to one of
the remaining kosher homes, that
of Alan and Ruth Feigenbaum.
Some 75 people attended the serv-
ices, which were held in the
Sinai Hall. The historic Bulawayo

o

Synagogue, founded in 1894, was
destroyed by fire in 2003.

The Bulawayo Jewish communi-
ty today comprises some 110 indi-
viduals, of which 23 are at the
Jewish aged home Savyon Lodge.
Despite its small and ever-dimin-
ishing numbers, its members
remain committed to keeping the
city’s 113-year-old Jewish congre-
gation running. To this end, they
have engaged a new rabbi, Rabbi
David Alima, who arrived from
Israel with his wife Efrat and chil-
dren Oriel, Yochai and Noa. The
latter are among the very few
Jewish children remaining in
Zimbabwe.

Rabbi Silberhaft warned against
Jews in South Africa taking a
“charity begins at home” attitude
towards the Zimbabwe crisis.

“While it is wonderful to see the
communal responsibility shown
by South African Jewry when it
comes to supporting Jewish chari-
ties within our borders, this insu-
lar mindset has resulted in our

Members of the Mauritius Jewish community come together for breaking of the fast on Yom Kippur.

community - with a few notable
exceptions - not coming forward to
assist Jews north of our border,
whose members, like the rest of
the population, are struggling to
survive under the current eco-
nomic meltdown,” he said.

Rabbi Silberhaft commented
that due to the recent implementa-
tion of price controls, shop shelves
are empty and even basic com-
modities like milk, flour and beef

were nowhere to be found.
Inflation had reached such levels
that, for example, a single bottle of
tomato sauce from South Africa
now cost ZIM$ 1 150 000.

Savyon Lodge relies heavily
on donations from international
sources, including the American
Joint Distribution Committee and
the Weinberg Foundation. These
funds are administered by the
SAJBD - African Jewish Congress.

J

Rabbi Moshe
Silberhaft
(left) with new
Bulawayo
Rabbi David
Alima with his
wife Efrat and
children Oriel,
Yochai and
Noa.

COMMUNITY
BUZZ

LIONEL SLIER
082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,
lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

TO CELEBRATE the presence of
Jews in Johannesburg for 120
years this week’s column is all
about Joburg, Joeys, Egoli, the
City with a Golden Heart.

JOHANNESBURG

From Louis Cohen, cousin of
Barney Barnato:

“I do not think that any town
expanded more rapidly than
did the Rand. Johannesburg,
although 6 000 feet above sea level,
was not in those early days a mine
town to live in; it smelt like a form
of rotten eggs and was filthy dirty.

“When it rained - and didn’t it -
the blessed village was submerged
by fearful floods and when dry, it
was hidden by the most terrible
red, brown and yellow dust
storms born in unsanitary settle-
ments that were ever invoked by
the devil.

“It was not to be wondered that
this foul dust caused much illness
and many deaths.

“Although there was enough
water in the town to float a ship, at
other periods there was not suffi-
cient to drown a flea - except at
prohibitive prices and a good
wholesome liberal bath was gen-
erally out of the question. Some of
the Anglo-Saxon tribe missed
nothing they hadn’t been used to.”

JOHANNESBURG

Rabbi Dr J H Hertz and Chief
Rabbi J L. Landau were two of the
greatest rabbis to serve in
Johannesburg. Their time in
Johannesburg overlapped for a
few years but there was certainly

no love between the two.

In 1911 Rabbi Hertz accepted a
position at Orach Chaim Con-
gregation in New York. Chief
Rabbi Landau expressed his feel-
ings in a letter to Chief Rabbi Dr
M Gaster in Britain.

“I am suffering from the effects
of the thunderbolt contained in
Monday’s cable message of
Dr H’s appointment. I assure you
absolutely and sincerely and
truly, that it is not prejudice or
any other personal motive that
makes me feel that Jewry and
Judaism have suffered one of the
severest moral blows that could
have been dealt them by any anti-
Semitic leader.

“It is a crying shame and to be
quite candid with you, I do not
mind saying that I wince under
the pain that Jewry should have
sunk so hopelessly deep as to
make such a thing possible.”

Rabbi Hertz’s stay in New York
was short-lived because in 1913 he
was elected the chief rabbi of the
United Hebrew Congregations of
the British Empire.

« From Founders and Followers
Johannesburg Jewry 1887-1915.
Edited by Mendel Kaplan and
Marian Robertson.

JOHANNESBURG

From The Zionist Record April 9,
1926:

“Although the Hebrew High
School has a membership of 700,
and, in addition, the parents of
the children attending this insti-
tution could reasonably be expect-
ed to take some interest in the
school, so that at least one could
expect, would be the filling of the
school hall at its annual meeting,
nevertheless, both members and
parents were conspicuous by their
absence last Sunday morning.

“So much so that not even a
quorum could be mustered when
the chairman called the meeting
to order after waiting for an hour
for the necessary 25 forming the
quorum to put in an appearance,

but it was decided to proceed with
the business on the off-chance
that the two short would turn up.”

JOHANNESBURG

From The Zionist Record June 4.
1926:

“A final mass meeting in
Johannesburg was addressed by
Mr Nahum Sokolow in the Town
Hall on Monday night. The hall
was crowded and the utmost
enthusiasm prevailed.

“Mr Sokolow, apart from the
chairman, (Chief Rabbi J L
Landau) was the only speaker
during the whole evening. Once
again, Mr Sokolow displayed
remarkable oratorical powers, his
arguments being received with
hearty acclamation.”

- Nahum Sokolow (1861-1936).
Born in Poland, he was a brilliant
writer in Hebrew who was at the
First Zionist Congress in Basle in
1897. He became secretary-gener-
al of the Movement in 1906. He
travelled to many countries prop-
agating the Zionist ideal. He was
president of the World Zionist
Organisation and The Jewish
Agency (1931 -35).

JOHANNESBURG

From the Zionist Record August 6
1932:

“We have been requested by the
Berea Hebrew Congregation to
announce that in order to remove
any misapprehension that may
arise from numerous statements
circulated, the congregation in-
forms the public that the Berea
Hebrew School under its control
is now in full operation and that
classes have been resumed at the
old premises corner Doris Street
and Tudhope Avenue. The school
is under the principalship of Mr J
Lak.”

JOHANNESBURG

An advert from the Crystal Con-

fectionery Co (Pty) Ltd, 35 Beit
Street, Doornfontein in The
Jewish Times for Rosh Hashanah
1939.

“No Yomtov or Schimcha (sic) is
complete without having Crystal’s
delicacies to eat. Our Teiglach,
Pletzlach, Ingerbach, Pomeran-

tzen, Orange Preserve and
Kumquats are delicious.
“Visit our special Kosher

Counter where you will find all
kinds of Delicatessen and Pro-
visions.

“Orders from our Country Cus-
tomers will receive the prompt
and careful attention of our
special Mail Order Department
which we have just recently
opened.

“The Directors and Staff of the
Crystal Confectionery Company
wish their numerous Jewish
Customers and Friends a Happy
and Prosperous New Year.”

JOHANNESBURG

From The Jewish Herald 6
February 1953.

“The Johannesburg Jewish
community has been shocked by a
fantastic meeting held under the
auspices of the ‘SA Society for
Peace and Friendship with the
Soviet Union’ in the Selborne Hall
on Sunday evening when certain
misguided Jews attacked ‘Zionist
Fascists’, ‘Ben-Gurion the War
Monger’ and ‘Zionist Agents of
the State Department’.

“The meeting which had been
extensively advertised, consid-
ered the question of ‘Russia and
the Jews’. Three of the speakers
were Jews, Mr Joe Slovo, Mr M
Szur (a leading Yiddishist) and Mr
H Bernstein. Mr A Fisher who
recently returned from Eastern
Europe, presided.

“The hall was crowded. Ques-
tions were shouted at the speakers
who declined to answer. On two
occasions, two members of the
audience were removed from the
meeting.

“A collection was held which
realised 42 pounds.”

« The Mr A Fisher was obvious-
ly Bram Fisher.

JOHANNESBURG

Chief Rabbi Professor Louis
Rabinowitz, to give him his full
title, was chief rabbi of South
Africa from 1945-’61. Whenever
his name comes up in conversa-
tion, an event that took place in
1946 is always spoken about.

Rabbi Rabinowitz was a sup-
porter of the Revisionists in his
approach to Zionism. This is what
Jedidiah Blumenthal wrote about
him in 1976, on the occasion of
Rabinowitz’s 70th birthday:

“In national affairs he knew no
compromise. Thirty years have
gone by but the public of Johan-
nesburg has not forgotten the
episode when at a meeting at
Balfour Park sports ground, he
tore off and threw away his
(British army) Service medals in
protest against the callousness of
the Palestine Administration in
refusing permission to disembark
the survivors of the death camps
and sending The Struma away to a
certain death in the mine infested
waters of the Mediterranean.”

JOHANNESBURG/BALFOUR
PARK

Overheard at Checkers Super-
market:

An elderly lady, clearly a mem-
ber of the community, approached
the payout cashier and noticed that
she was not wearing a name badge.
“Where’s your name?” she asked,
kindly. “It’s broken,” came the
reply. “Broken?” queried the lady,
“That’s a unusual name. Couldn’t
your mother find a nicer name?”

« Chief rabbis based at Wol-
marans Street Synagogue: J L
Landau 1915-'42; L I Rabinowitz
1945-61; B Casper 1963-'87; C
Harris 1988-2004; W Goldstein 2005
- present.
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FROM DECEMBER 20 2007 to January 13
2008 the entertainment resort will make sure
that the Summer Festival is one to remember
with an incredible line-up of unbelievable
entertainment. The Summer Holiday Festival
exclusive to Emperors Palace Hotel Casino
and Convention Resort will be packed with
opportunities to win and events to thrill...

First on the cards is the line-up with artists
such as Malaika; Lance James; Judith
Sephuma; Dr Victor; Patricia Lewis; Robbie
Klay; Kurt Darren and much more.

Bob Yearham, COO of Emperors Palace
comments: “The Theatre of Marcellus is host-
ing a series of shows that are guaranteed to
get your feet tapping. We have also placed a
special focus on our youngest VIPs, with face
painting, clowns and street magic throughout
the entire festival — something for everyone.”

Tickets for each of the shows are only
priced at R20 per person. Tickets are avail-
able through Computicket on www.com-
puticket.co.za or cellphone 083-915-8000. In
addition, guests who buy show tickets will
receive a final draw ticket for January 13 2008,
where one lucky winner will drive away in a
brand new car.

Each show in the Summer Holiday Festival
will last between 60 and 90 minutes, with no
interval. Showtime on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday is 20:30, while Sunday shows begin
at 15:00. The line-up includes:

December 20: Lance James; December 21:
Malaika; December 22: Bollywood The
Jhankaars Dancers; December 23: Welsh
Choir - Carols and others; December 27:
Judith  Sephuma; December 28: Die
Campbell’s; December 29: Dr Victor and the
Rasta Rebels; December 30: Patricia Lewis;
January 3 '08: Robbie Klay; January 4 ’08:
Bee Gees show featuring Paul Buckby and
dancers; January 5 '08: Kurt Darren; January
6 ’08: Maestro Jorge Brandao and his band;
January 13 ’08: Draw for the car with Kurt
Darren.

Emperors Palace will also include a number
of exciting shows including a kiddie’s show
Cinderella in the Ubunye Theatre; and Chalo
Cinema ending with Johnny Clegg.

Until December 23 — Cinderella in Ubunye
Theatre.

Tickets prices start at R50,50. Emperors
Palace has introduced three shows over
weekends.

Until December 16 2007 — Johnny Clegg.

Tickets start from R155. This is a brand
new show and Clegg performs songs from
his new album of the same name — One Life.
One Life will be staged in The Theatre of
Marcellus with shows at 20:30 on Thursday
and Friday nights and 21:00 on Saturday
evenings and then 15:00 on Sundays.
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WHAT'S ON

Shelley Elk carro@global.co.za

NOTE: Deadline for all entries is 12:00 on the Friday prior
to publication.

Key to organisations, venues, contact details and cost:

* The Jewish National Fund (JNF) Choir, Beyachad, 2 Elray
St, Raedene. Contact Crystal Kaplan. 083-376-5999.

*The Jewish Women’s Benevolent Society (JWBS) -
Sandringham Gardens, 85 George Avenue Sandringham
2192. Contact Carolyn Sabbagh. (011) 485-5232.

e The Jewish Outlook Team. Contact Ryan Cane, Support
line: 27 76 215 8600; e-mail info@jewishoutlook.org.za;
website http://www.jewishoutlook.org.za

* Nechama Bereavement Counselling Centre - Room
A304, 3rd Floor, hospital wing, Sandringham Gardens,
85 George Avenue, Sandringham, 2192. Contact (011)
640-1322.

e New Friendship Ladies Group - A group for single
women - contact Lucille (011) 791-5226 or 082-927-
5786.

¢ ORT and ORTJET South Africa - 44 Central Street, Cnr
10th Ave, Houghton. Contact (011) 728-7154.

* Rabbi Cyril Harris Community Centre (RCHCC) and
Great Park Shul, Johannesburg. Contact Hazel, (011)
728-8088 or Rene Sidley (011) 728-8378. Cost usually
R50, including refreshments.

* Second Innings, Johannesburg - Jewish Community
Services - Donald Gordon Centre, 85 George Avenue
Sandringham. Contact Grecia Gabriel, (011) 532-9616.

* The Israel Gentre. Gontact Debbie (011) 645-2560.

e The Simcha Friendship and Cultural Circle (SFCC),
Johannesburg - Sandton Shul. Contact Sylvia Shull,
(011) 783-5600.

e The United Sisterhood, 38 Oxford Road Parktown.
Contact Helen (011) 646-2409 and the sisiterhood web-
site:http://www.unitedsisterhood.co.za

» South African Zionist Federation (SAZF), Johannesburg
- Beyachad, 2 Elray Street, Raedene. Contact Froma,
(011) 645-2505.

e South African Jewish Board of Deputies (Jhb) -
Beyachad, 2 Elray Street, Raedene. Contact (011) 645-
2500 or (011) 645-2523.

e United Zionist Luncheon Club (UZLC), Johannesburg -
Our Parents Home. Contact Gloria, (011) 485-4851 or
072-127-9421.

* Union of Jewish Women (UJW), Johannesburg - 1 Oak
Street Houghton. Contact (011) 648-1053. Cost R10 for
the Friendship Luncheon Club.

e Union of Jewish Women (UJW), Cape Town - (021)
434-9555, e-mail: ujwwescape@new.co.za

*WIZO Johannesburg - Beyachad, 2 Elray Street
Raedene. Contact Joyce Chodos (011) 645-2548 or
Sandy Kramer (011) 645-2515.

* Bikkur Cholim - Jewish Society for Visiting the Sick, 7A
Chester Road, Greenside East, Johannesburg. Joy Gafin
(011) 447-6689.

e Tiyulim (Jewish Outdoor Club) - Contact Greg 082-959-
9026 or Martin 082-965-7419.

*King David Schools’ Foundation. King David Alumni
info@kdsf.org (011) 480-4723.

Today Friday (December 14)

* UZLC is hosting Syd Chaskalson talking on “Iran ver-
sus Israel”.

Sunday (December 17)

* Tiyulim will be going on a slow 2 hour sunset cruise
on the Vaal River. Meet at Balfour Park at 13:30 (near
the car wash). Cost R95 per person. Bring picnic
lunch. Drinks must be bought on-board.

Friday (January 18)

¢ UZLC is hosting Isaac Reznik. Topic to be
announced.

Sunday (January 20)

» Second Innings is hosting Anthony Fridjohn on his
career and experiences in theatre. Entry fee R10.

Friday (January 25)

* UZLC is hosting Hon Abe Abrahamson. Topic to be
announced.

Sunday (January 27)

« Second Innings presents Tony Bentel and Friends.
Contralto Stella Beder, soprano Alexandra Mullinos,
tenor Henry Stock, and baritone, Tony Antonier.

Friday (February 1)

* UZLC is hosting Jack Chernin “Joburg to London - a
journey growing up in Bertrams/Doornfontein during
the 1940s”.

Sunday (February 3)

« Second Innings is hosting Jack Chernin on “Joburg
to London”.

Monday (February 4)

* Registration for the Morris Rutstein-SAZF Evening
Hebrew ulpan course at 18:30 at Yeshiva College,
Glenhazel, Johannesburg, (011) 645-2531 (office
hours).

Tuesday (Febuary 5)

* First semester commences of the Morris Rutstein-
SAZF Evening Hebrew Ulpan Course. Course finish-
es on May 27. Every Tuesday evening from 19:00 to
21:15 at Yeshiva College, Glenhazel, Johannesburg,

(011) 645-2531 (office hours)
Friday (February 8)
* UZLC is hosting Tali Nates. Topic to be announced.
Sunday (February 10)

» Second Innings is hosting Wendy Kahn, national

director of SAJBD, talking on “BoardWalk”.
Tuesday (February 12)

« Second Innings Men’s Not Out Club is hosting Ivor
Chipkin on “Do South Africans Exist”, at 14:15 for

14:30 at Our Parents Home.
Sunday (February 17)

e Second Innings is hosting Ria Milburn on
“Richtersveld - Land in Upheaval”.

Sunday (February 24)

 Second Innings is hosting Margot Rubin, of the
Centre of Built and Urban Environment Studies at
Wits on “The Jewish Community of Johannesburg
1886-1939”.

Wednesday (February 27)

e Second Innings is going to Green’s Green veg-
etable farm at 08:30. Meet at the Oxford Shul park-
ing. Cost R75 includes travel and lunch. Annette
Bergman on (011) 485-1640 before 18:00. Wear
flat shoes. Space limited.

* WIZ0 has opened a new shop in Raedene, called
Wize Buys - and urgently requires nearly-new
clothes, kitchenware, bric-a-brac, etc. Phone Sandy
(011) 645-2515 for goods to be collected, or deliv-
er to WIZO office at Beyachad, Raedene.

* Bookings are open for a tour to Israel (April 30 to
May 11 2008) arranged by the Pretoria Hebrew
Congregation. It is Israel's 60th anniversary, so
book early to avoid disappointment. For informa-
tion and to book contact the shul office or Aviva Fox
(012) 460-7991 or e-mail: phcreception@lantic.net

* SAZF is calling budding songwriters to help cele-
brate Israel’s 60th anniversary. Compose music
and lyrics for a special song “Hatikvah L'shalom:
The Hope For Peace”. Entries on CD or cassette to
bev@beyachad.co.za or lisa@beyachad.co.za

* SAZF is calling for entries for inclusion in an art
exhibition in late 2008 celebrating Israel’s 60 years
of independence. All Jewish artists proficient in
painting, sketching, photography, sculpting, jew-
ellery making etc, are invited to submit their Israel
related art. For more information contact Miriam on
(011) 645-2531 or miriam@beyachad.co.za

» WIZO0 Christmas party for orphans and underpriv-
ileged children at Diepsloot squatter camp. Please
make a contribution to this special event - toys,
clothes, games, books, groceries, etc. Phone
Sandy (011) 645-2515 for goods to be collected or
deliver to WIZO at Beyachad.

* Bnoth Zion Association WIZ0 is collecting any-
thing of value for its store. Contact (021) 464-6729
or Linda Saban 072-245-3225 or Cherna Kredo
084-589-8588.

* Johannesburg Children’s Home is appealing for
shoes and takkies for children and teenagers.
Contact Edna or Hylton Segal (011) 970-4266.

» WIZO Elise Gift Shop, Balfour Park (next to Clicks),

for new and innovative ideas. A wide variety of gifts
at affordable prices are now available. Contact (011)
885-3939 for deliveries. Hours: Mon-Thurs 09:00 -
17:00, Friday 09:00 - 13:30, Sunday 10:00 - 13:00.

Intimate Antiques Fair held on last Sunday of every
month in the Firs in Rosebank, alongside Hyatt Hotel
from 09:00-16:00. Contact Robyn 083-311-4768.

The Selwyn Segal Shop has a huge selection of gifts
ranging in price from R30 upwards. Visit them from
Monday to Friday, 08:30 to 14:00. Phone (011) 640-
6413 or (011) 640-5171. All proceeds to The Selwyn
Segal Foundation for the Mentally Handicapped.

Benarc Gifts of the Jewish Women’s Benevolent
has stunning gifts. Free deliveries to all suburbs.
Contact (011) 485-5232.

Israeli Folkdance - Health and Fun, every
Wednesday at 20:00 at Jabula Recreation Centre,
corner Ann St and Athlone Ave, Sandringham.
Beginners welcome. Contact Anat 083-326-7095,
Miri 082-773-8248 or Ora 083-288-7202.

Stellenbosch Hebrew Congregation has a Friday
evening service every week in shul, starting at 18:45.
Contact (021) 886-5257.

UJW urgently needs donations of good quality warm
clothing, blankets and basic foodstuffs for our
Kosher Mobile Meals recipients and for our outreach
projects in Soweto, Tembisa and Alexandra. Deliver if
possible to UJW offices, 1 Oak Street, Houghton or
phone (011) 648-1053.

On a Tuesday evening at the Europa in Melrose
Arch, from 17:45 to about 22:00, a scrabble club.
Play as many games as you like. Players of all
standards and ages welcome. Often some nice
prizes on offer and Europa offers all scrabble play-
ers a 10 per cent discount. Bring own scrabble set
if you have one. Call Larry Benjamin on 082-888-
5355.

The Yiddish Academy offers weekly basic, interme-
diate and advanced classes on Monday evenings at
19:30, Tuesday mornings at 10:30 and Thursday
evenings at 19:30 at the RCHCC, Glenhove Road,
Houghton. Conversational groups are planned for
this year. Further details: e-mail
yiddishacademy@gmail.com or call Hazel Cohen on
(011) 728-8088.

Beis Midrash Chofetz Chaim is offering a second
Ma’ariv Minyan every weekday evening (Monday -
Friday) at 21:00, cnr Elray and Michel Streets,
Raedene. Open to broader community. Don't fret if
you need a later minyan. Secure parking provided.

Sunday Scrabble Club meets every Sunday at 09:00
at Zahava’s, Norwood, off 9th Street. Cost R5.
Players of all strengths welcome. Larry 082-888-
5355.

THE BRIDGE LOUNGE by Jeff Sapire

The duplicate party Christmas miracle

"TWAS THE duplicate Christmas party, and
needless to say, The punch and the season had
made us quite gay. "Find your seats and shuf-
fle" the director said, As visions of first place
danced in my head.

We checked our position, I got dry in the
mouth, We were assigned table one
North/South. Just little novices, my partner
and me, We'd placed fourth once, never even
three.

Had fate decided to put us to the test? For
two life masters were seated East/West. We
took our positions and said not a word, But
I'm certain our heartbeats could surely be
heard.

We shuffled the cards without blinking an
eye. I dropped a card on the floor and thought
Iwould die. As North I was dealer, and though
I was green, I knew to open you must have
thirteen.

I sorted my hand and counted, but alas,
With only ten points I had to pass. And
frankly, I thought that this was a shame, I'd
never before had thirteen spades in a game.

My left hand opponent, East by name,
Opened two diamonds - I thought "what a
shame". My partner South was trembling
with fear, Then the bid of two hearts came
across to my ear.

My right hand opponent sat straight up in
his chair, Three hearts was the bid he chose to
declare. Now I had a good suit but alas, With
no help in hearts... I had to pass.

My left hand opponent now bid three
spades, And I'm sure you can imagine how I
was amazed. My partner South bid four
hearts but shoot, If they take the bid I could-
n't led her suit.

My right hand opponent studied his hand,
And seven no trump was his command. It was

North dealer
NORTH
A AKQJ1098765432
WEST EAST
o AKQJ1098765432 ¥ AKQJ1098765432
SOUTH
¥ AKQJ1098765432
West North  East South
Pass 2D 2H
3H Pass 3S 4H
7NT Dbl All pass

my turn to bid so just to save face, I dou-
bled 'cause he was missing an ace!

The next three bids were pass, pass,
pass, I was ready to lead a spade but alas.
My partner was nervous and she led the
heart king, A lead out of turn! What a
damnable thing!

The director was called. I still hear her
voice, As she told the declarer he could
make his own choice. With a singleton
heart you must understand, This could be
the only entry to his hand.

So he turned to me, and looking very
smart, He said "lead what you wish but
don't lead a heart". So, of course, I led my
fourth best spade, I guess it was the best
lead I ever made.

For with this hand I never lost the lead,
And our opponents then had to sadly con-
cede. As thirteen tricks we took off the top,
When we won the board I thought I would
drop.

Now I ask you with a start like this, The
rest of the game... well how could we miss?
When the game was over the director
asked, "Who had the thirteen spades and
so cleverly passed?"

CROSSWORD No 52

BY LEAH SIMON

ACROSS:

1. Jumps for beer ingredient (4)

3. Learner in the label is a real perfection-

ist (8)

8. Legend of the statute, we hear (4)

9. All brace anew for girl (8)

11. What the Jack of all trades is to the
scornful (6, 2, 4)

13. Depends on what we hear about false-
hoods (6)

14. Good man is on a par with the boy (6)

17. Makes librarian accountable (6, 2, 4)

20. Aren’t they too young to be soldiers? (8)

21. Fish found in Madagascar pool (4)

22. Food is healthy - so goodbye! (8)

23. With which we measure human tracks?

18. Allude to it, anyway (5)
19. It returns, very loudly, to the argument
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SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD NO 51
ACROSS:

1. Pack; 3. Standard; 8. Sobs; 9. Pervious;
11. Penny whistle; 13. Rotate; 14. Touche;
17. Disobedience; 20. Hear, hear; 21. Romp;
22. Wretches; 23. Keen.

DOWN:

1. Passport; 2. Cabinet; 4. The Who; 5. Nova
Scotia; 6. Atoll; 7. Dose; 10. Dystrophic; 12.
Peter Pan; 15. Console; 16. Regale; 18. Irate;
19. Thaw.
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DOWN:

1. Distinctive feature of
the entrance room (8)

2. Cover provided by pal’s
oar, somehow (7)

4. Will trade leader let it be

brought to light? (6)
5. Bird returns, but brings

nothing to the state -
except its crowning! (10)

6. Albert returns to outlaw
father of Leah and
Rachel (5)

7. Govern by the line (4)

10. A local present - imme-

diately (4, 3, 3) 1
12. Where to put the crazy

herpetologist? (8)

15. And French return to
instrument - to in-
fringe (7)

16. Last artist around is
pretty stellar (6)




