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SHABBAT TIMES 
PARSHA OF THE WEEK

After the military victory
over the Greeks, the Jews had
olive oil to light the Menorah in
the Holy Temple in Jerusalem,
but during the battle it had
been made impure. Usually this
would be a problem; only pure
olive oil was used in the
Menorah. But not on this occa-
sion. 

There is a halachic principle
that “tumah hootrah betzibur”
(literally, “impurity is permit-
ted when it affects the commu-
nity”) - when the community is
impure, the impurity ceases to
be a problem. 

Impurity is only an obstacle
when the majority of the com-
munity and its equipment are
pure, when the status quo is

one of purity. But when most of
the community are impure,
when the status quo is impurity,
the impurity is not a problem,
even if only temporarily. In
other words, they could have
used impure oil in the menorah.

So why didn’t they? Why did
they search high and low for
pure oil, when they had impure
oil that could be used? 

Because they didn’t want to
rely on a leniency; they wanted
to do the mitzvah in the best
way possible. 

Seeing this wonderful devo-
tion, Hashem responded by
enabling them to find one pure
jar of oil which should have
lasted for one day (etc, etc, you
know the story). 

The Jewish people went
beyond the call of duty and
searched for pure oil, so
Hashem went beyond the call of
duty and made an unnecessary
miracle to help them achieve it.

They showed their love of G-d
and desire to serve Him in the
best way they could and G-d, in
turn, reflected that love by mak-
ing a miracle we still celebrate
thousands of years later. The
message is obvious in every
relationship and area of our
lives.

Shabbat shalom and a really
joyous Chanukah!

Chanukah candle-lighting times

December 7 / 27 Kisleiv 

December 8 / 28 Kisleiv 

Light the 4th Chanukah candle

tonight before lighting the

Shabbat candles.

Starts Ends

18:15 19:26 Johannesburg

18:18 20:27 Cape Town

18:15 19:24 Durban

18:20 19:41 Bloemfontein

17:50 19:58 Port Elizabeth

18:15 19:46 East London

Parsha Miketz

Light the 5th Chanukah candle

after Shabbat ends.

Chanukah candle-lighting for

the 6th, 7th and 8th Chanukah

candles, on Monday, Tuesday

and Wednesday respectively: 

Starts

19:10 Johannesburg

20:10 Cape Town

19:10 Durban

19:25 Bloemfontein

19:37 Port Elizabeth

19:30 East London

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
JULIA COOK

THERE IS a common belief that
when one wishes to honour some-
one great, one should hold a
celebration in their honour.
This is exactly what the com-
munity of Rabbi Avraham
Vigler’s Orange Grove
Hebrew Congregation’s
Ninth Street Shul did recent-
ly, to celebrate his being with
them for 20 years. 

Rabbi Vigler first joined
the congregation when he
came to South Africa in 1987
from the United Hebrew
Institutions of Springs.
Before this, he had also acted
as a spiritual leader in
Bulawayo in Zimbabwe. 

When he came to South

Africa, Rabbi Vigler saw that
there were not enough qualified
people to perform many of the
specialist services that are neces-
sary to enable Jews to follow the

friends, several fellow rabbonim,
children and grandchildren
attended, many of whom came
from thousands of kilometres
away. 

The evening opened with
speeches from Rabbi Vigler’s son,
Rabbi Davidi, as well as several
other high-ranking members of
the Orange Grove Shul. When the
time came for the food to be
served, most people chose to
stand and mingle while they ate. 

Everyone had only kind words
to say about Rabbi Vigler and his
family. They all agree that he is a
great leader and friend of the
community. 

Brian Unterslak, a member of
the congregation, said: “No other
shul has the warmth of Orange
Grove. You walk into the shul as
a part of the family. When you go
there, you are not just going to
shul, you are going home.”.

PARSHAT
MIKETZ
Rabbi Aharon Rose

Waverley Shul

A GRANDMOTHER was giving
directions to her grandson who
was coming to visit with his
wife for Chanukah: “You come
to the front door of the apart-
ment complex. I am in apart-
ment 14T. There is a big panel
at the door. With your elbow
push button 14T. I will buzz you
in. 

“Come inside, the elevator is
on the right. Get in, and with
your elbow hit 14. When you get
out I am on the left. With your
elbow, hit my doorbell.”

“Grandma, that sounds easy,
but why should I hit all these
buttons with my elbow?”

“You’re coming empty hand-
ed?”

So, having established that
it’s (finally) cool to celebrate
Chanukah, I’d like to take this
opportunity to undermine your
perception of the Chanukah
miracle.

Did you know that the whole
Chanukah oil miracle was com-
pletely unnecessary? A very
impressive miracle that
Hashem didn’t need to do. 

basic Torah laws. He therefore
studied all of the laws for many of
these tasks, so that he would be
able to perform them and help the
Jewish community. 

Some of the roles that he
took upon himself include
his becoming a shocheit so
that people would be able to
eat kosher meat, and his
becoming a mohel to perform
circumcisions, as well as his
becoming a scribe, all of
which has made him an indis-
pensable part, not only of the
community of Orange Grove
but, of the entire Jewish com-
munity of Johannesburg. 

The event to celebrate his
20 years with the Orange
Grove Shul was held at the
Capri Hotel in Savoy, which
many of his congregants,

JOSE GREENBLATT
PORT ELIZABETH

RABBI HILLEL Lev-Tzion was
inducted on Sunday November 25
as the new rabbi of Port Elizabeth.   

Rabbi Lev-Tzion, is American
born but has lived for the past 14
years in Israel. He is married to
Aliza (born in Port Elizabeth) and
they have two children, Yehuda
and Avigayil.

Rabbi Desmond Maisels of

Rabbi Lev-Tzion, in his reply,
said commitment and faith was
necessary, both towards our own
community and towards the land of
Israel, the ultimate home of the
Jewish people. He also urged the
congregation to participate in the
“Just One Shabbat” programme
which will be taking place shortly.

After the service, a communal
tea was held in the shul hall,
attended by a large and supportive
crowd.

Camps Bay in Cape Town, flew into
Port Elizabeth at short notice to
conduct the induction and to stand
in for Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein
who was unable to attend.

The rabbinical party was wel-
comed with a beautiful rendition of
Baruch Haba’ah and then Rabbi
Maisels, addressing the congrega-
tion, likened the induction to a
rededication and drew parallels
with the rededication of the Temple
in the days of the Maccabees.  

Rabbi Desmond Maisels togeth-

er with Rabbi Hillel and

Rebbetzin Aliza Lev-Tzion.

PE Hebrew Congregation gets a new rabbi

Like his shul, Rabbi Vigler has heart

Rabbi Avraham and Rebbetzin Haddasah

Vigler.

Colourful lights... Must
be near Chanukah
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AROUND THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

NEW YORK - A US Jewish umbrella
organisation will ask the presidential
candidates not to use a US intelligence
report on Iran in their campaigns. 

The Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organisations held an
emergency conference call on Tuesday to
discuss the National Intelligence
Estimate declassified this week. 

The NIE, the consensus opinion of 16
intelligence agencies, reported that Iran
had frozen its nuclear weapons program-
mein 2003. 

Malcolm Hoenlein, the Presidents

Conference executive vice chairman, said
the NIE posed a "challenge" and that
advocates of isolating Iran needed to
reframe their argument to emphasise
that the Islamic republic still backed ter-
rorism. 

Democratic candidates already are cit-
ing the NIE in arguing against the Bush
administration's efforts to isolate and
confront Iran. 

Hoenlein said the Presidents Con-
ference would write letters to all the can-
didates asking them not to make the NIE
an issue.(JTA)

SHUN NIE, JEWISH GROUP ASKING CANDIDATES

WASHINGTON - Jewish women were in the
spotlight in Washington, DC on Monday.

A Grammy Award-winning violinist, a
producer of "Borat", the political director
of CBS and the co-founder of the
Foundation for Jewish Camping were
among 10 women honoured by Jewish
Women International for their legacy of
leadership.

At the "Women to Watch" gala, Israeli
hip-hop violinist Miri Ben-Ari electrified
the crowd with an innovative performance
before accepting her award and discussing
her Gedenk Movement, which raises
youth awareness about anti-Semitism and
racism.

Attorney Lynn Shapiro Snyder, who has
devoted her life to healthcare law at the
Washington firm of Epstein Becker &
Green, asked the audience: "Who mentors
the mentors? We have to mentor each
other."

Chicago social worker Mary Jo Barrett
reminded the women of the importance of
standing up for victims of domestic vio-

lence, while Elisa Spungen Bildner of
Montclair, New Jersey, a co-founder of the
Foundation for Jewish Camping, remind-
ed the 1 000 women in attendance of the
value of continuity of Jewish life.

Debra Neiman, a financial adviser,
emphasised the importance of financial
planning for non-traditional families.

Jamie McCourt, vice chairman and
president of the Los Angeles Dodgers,
noted that work remains for women to
break the glass ceiling in business. And
film producer Monica Levinson drew
laughter as she chronicled the logistical
difficulties of filming "Borat".

Toby Graff, vice president of public
affairs at Lifetime Television in New
York, reminded women to thank the
angels that helped them along the way,
while Big Traffic Mobile Billboards
Worldwide President Marla Letizia said,
in life "you only get to keep what you give
away."

CBS political director Molly Levinson
was honoured but was not present. (JTA)

WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT RECOGNISED

SA JEWISH REPORT 3

DAVID SAKS

THE SA Press Council of South Africa has
upheld the Ombudsman’s decision to dismiss
the SA Zionist Federation’s complaint
against the Mail & Guardian regarding a
controversial cartoon by Jonathan Shapiro
(“Zapiro”) that appeared on June 8 this year. 

The cartoon contrasted the “myth” of the
traditional account of the 1967 Six Day War
with the “reality” by showing for the former
an Israeli David striking down an Arab
Goliath in its first frame and, for the latter,
the same David figure dropping a large boul-
der on innocent Arabs in its second. 

The respective captions were: “1967: The
40-Year Myth: Heroic Israel, Arab
Aggression” and “1967: What Really
Happened: US-funded Israeli Power. Planned
Land Grab”.

Through the SAZF, Felicia Levy, a commu-
nity member who has been active in chal-
lenging anti-Israel media bias for a number
of years, lodged a complaint against the Mail
& Guardian on the grounds that the cartoon
published had gone “way beyond the bound-
aries of truth to distort history and continue
the route of delegitimising Israel” and was in
consequence in contravention of the Press
Code of Conduct. 

The complaint, inter alia, drew attention to
the “enormous body of well-documented,
verifiable evidence” conclusively demon-
strating that “Arab Aggression in 1967 was
very real, and anything but a ‘myth’”. 

It further argued that the notion of a
“planned land grab” was obviously contra-
dicted by the range of historical evidence
detailing Israel’s strenuous efforts to avert
war as well as its behaviour during the 

war itself. 
The SAZF emphasised that it was not

seeking to curtail freedom of expression
and acknowledged that commentators were
entitled to form their own opinions.
However, the exercise of this right could not
be “at the expense of accuracy and hon-
esty”. 

It was contended in this regard that the
Mail & Guardian, in publishing this cartoon,
had “deliberately misled the reader through
distortion, manipulation and a misrepresen-
tation of historical facts”.

In dismissing the complaint, Press
Ombudsman Ed Linington concluded that
the cartoon had been a legitimate comment
on the news item of that week concerning
the 40th anniversary of the 1967 war and
seen in context “was not a vilification of
Israel, nor malicious propaganda”. 

He further remarked: “Your Federation
may not like it, but there are other opinions
on the subject and there is no reason why
they should be suppressed.”

On November 22 the Appeal Panel of the
Press Council of South Africa heard the
SAZF’s appeal against the Ombudsman’s
ruling and ruled in favour of the latter. In
his written judgment, Acting Chairman
Neville Woudberg noted that the cartoon
had been based on the fact that at least two
versions of the causes of the 1967 War exist-
ed (citing in this regard the work of Israeli
historians Michael Oren and Tom Segev and
former MK Uri Avnery) and that Zapiro had
therefore been justified in referring to them. 

He stressed that it was “not the hearing’s
role to decide which version of history was
correct, but to recognise traditional histori-
cal accounts were being challenged”.  

Press Council dismisses
SAZF’s Zapiro appeal
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LIONEL SLIER

DIALOGUE should be an engage-
ment with those who disagreed
with us, Western Cape Premier
Ebrahim Rasool - a Muslim - said
about his historic participation
in a discussion forum with Chief
Rabbi Warren Goldstein.

“More often than not such a
meeting would be controversial,
but we should not be afraid of
controversy for this is the way in
which we can have a dialogue.
Too often we only have dialogue
with those with whom we agree.
A dialogue should be an engage-
ment with those who disagree
with us. 

“It is from opposing positions
that we get a sense of how we 
differ. Then despite the differ-
ence we can find a common

ground to explore.”
Rasool said South Africa was a

living example of the desire
between compromise and jus-
tice.

A common set of values held
Jews and Muslims together - jus-
tice, peace and humanity. Chief
Rabbi Goldstein also stressed
the communality.

A large audience was present
at the Gordon Institute of
Business Science in
Johannesburg for the second
talk in the series, inaugurated by
Chief Rabbi Goldstein, called
“Enriching Tomorrow. Sharing
Ideas for the Future”. This talk
was entitled “Jews and Muslims.
Faith, Community and
Country”. 

Rasool added: “We must enter
into engagement because so

much between us is affected by
what happens in the Middle
East. It has created a ‘Chinese
wall’ between two Abrahamic
faiths. There is a conflict
throughout the world between
the Jews and the Muslims. Yet
after the 1492 expulsion from
Spain, 50 000 Jews settled in
Istanbul. It was in Europe that
action was taken against the
Jews during the Holocaust.

“So, it is important that we in
South Africa discuss these diffi-
culties especially as South
Africa has shown the world that
we can overcome great difficul-
ties and especially to the con-
tending forces in the Middle
East. We must speak to each
other and not as stereotypes.
South Africa is a living example
of the desire between compro-
mise and justice. There is a way
out of the quagmire.

“Both Muslims and Jews
understand displays of both
fundamentalism and certitude
that has often been occasioned
by positions taken on Palestine
and Israel. We have the demo-
cratic space to deal with prob-
lems without one faith demonis-
ing the other. 

“We cannot be that passionate
that we break up our adherence,
held together by a common G-d,
by the Abrahamic family and
being People of the Book. It is a
common set of values that holds
us together - justice, peace and
humanity.

“Once we open up to each
other, the conversation takes us
into the middle ground; this
avoids extremists, fundamental-
ists and conservative orthodoxy. 

“We would not have con-

tributed to a solution in this
country if we had held extreme
views. The first extreme to avoid
is certitude. With this we will not
find solutions. As J K Galbraith
has written: ‘The more uncer-
tain people are, the more dog-
matic they become’. 

“Islam is seen as the most dog-
matic, but it does not have a
monopoly. There are those who
condemn because they can’t
love, and kill because they can’t
engage. They have perfected the
art of dying for their cause
because they cannot live for
their cause. We must be in the
middle ground and avoid the
nihilism of certitude. 

“Orthodoxy in a community
retains the eternal values of
faith and while changes do take
place, what remains is what has
been bequeathed. 

“But conservative orthodoxy
wants to deny the changes in cir-
cumstances because it has the
inability to heed these changes.
It retreats into mosques, syna-
gogues and churches and cuts
itself off.

“What is the conversation of
the middle ground? It is to be
found in our scriptures. The
Qur’an says: ‘Establish justice
and do not upset the balance.’.
The prophet Micah (6:8) says:
‘What doth the L-rd require of
thee; to do justice, to love kind-
ness and to walk humbly with
thy G-d.’ We can do terrible
things by being arrogant about
our G-d. 

“The Qur’an orders us to be
‘the most middle-most’. It also
says that ‘we must stand up for
G-d and do not let people’s
hatred swerve us from justice’.” 

Rasool said that “we of the
Abrahamic faith” should bor-
row freely from each other. We
are all carriers of a piece of the
divine and we respect others
who are also carriers. We could
solve the problems of the
Middle East by recognising the
divine in each human being.

He concluded by saying: “We
must create zones where we can
profess our faith. South Africa
taught integration; we can be
Jewish and South African; we
can be Muslim and South
African. Sometimes we suspend
it when we need to show solidar-
ity and how can we do that?
What we demand from others
we must give to others. We must
cede to people so that our place
as a minority will be guaran-
teed. The moment you begin to
contemplate isolation, you iso-
late yourself.”

Chief Rabbi Goldstein said:
“We all share so much in com-
mon; each of us has a finger
print. No two are the same - it is
one of the miracles of Creation.
We are unique but at the same
time we have a common univer-
sality.

“What does it mean to be a
South African? Our motto is
‘Unity in diversity’. Jews and
Muslims can find common
ground in building this country.
They share three common val-
ues - family, community and
faith.

“Genesis is the story of fami-
lies. History is made in our fam-
ilies - that is the secret of strong
families. We are told not to sep-
arate ourselves from the com-
munity. To build a great coun-
try we need strong communities
and both Jews and Muslims
have a very strong sense of com-
munity

“The spirit of human beings
is faith - the belief in G-d, people
and principled living.

“As we are committed to these
three values which Jews and
Muslims hold dear, with the
help of G-d we will build a great
nation.”

Seek out the commonalities
between Muslims and Jews

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPH BY
MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

A GROUP of 20 top South African
educators will be attending a spe-
cially-designed 10-day pro-
gramme at the International
School of Holocaust Studies at
Yad Vashem in April. 

Arranged through the newly-
created umbrella body, the South
African Holocaust Foundation
(SAHF), this development is but
one of the manifestations of the
exponential increase in the edu-
cation role of the Cape Town
Holocaust Centre (CTHC). 

Participants, who will com-
plete a three-day orientation pro-
gramme at the CTHC in prepara-
tion for the trip, have committed
themselves to supporting a proj-
ect in their regions on Holocaust
education on their return.

This and other developments
like the establishment of the
Durban Holocaust Resource
Centre and the Gauteng
Holocaust Centre, have been
occasioned by the introduction
this year into the national cur-
riculum of Holocaust Studies as
a compulsory subject in grade
nine - previously it was optional -
as well as by its inclusion in the
grade 11 history syllabus. 

It is intended that these centres
will serve as a resource for
teacher training, not only for
their own provinces, but for
neighbouring ones too, to the
extent that the whole country 

is covered.
The CTHC has been involved in

supporting the national curricu-
lum, addressing issues like the
“content knowledge gap as well
as methodological considera-
tions and the understanding of
the rationale behind its inclu-
sion”, according to Foundation
and CTHC director, Richard
Freedman.

“I think what the department
is acknowledging is that you can
change everything on paper, you
can give people a fancy
Constitution, you can give them a
Bill of Rights, but you don’t
change the way people act
towards one another with that. 

“You have to help them, you
have to facilitate that process
and that’s why the school cur-
riculum has to be the place
where you can really reach the
maximum number of people and
try and change the way they
think about themselves and espe-
cially how they think about each
other.”

While CTHC has been running
educational support pro-
grammes for schools and teach-
ers across the Western Cape
since its inception in 1999,
Freedman says there was “never
the same kind of urgency as
there is now”.

Mindful of the fact that there
was no support in the rest of the
country, it conducted a pilot pro-
gramme in KwaZulu-Natal last
year, geared for curriculum
advisers and subject heads

rather than teachers in individ-
ual schools. 

Based on that success, the
Centre started making inroads
into the Free State and Gauteng
with programmes that will be
rolled out over three years. 

Asked if the raison d’être of
CTHC had shifted to focus more
on education than on being a
memorial, Freedman said: “It
will always be first a memorial,
but the major thrust of our activ-
ities is education and supporting
the national curriculum. 

“The emphasis was here in the
Western Cape - it didn’t have any
delusions that it could serve the
whole country.” 

The change has been “pushed”
by the developments in the
national curriculum, he says.

The SAHF will be closely
involved in the educational direc-
tion of the centres. All will be
using the education materials
that the CTHC has developed,
which also serve as the basic
resources for teachers.   

In another development, the
Western Cape education depart-
ment has seconded to the CTHC a
Xhosa-speaking educator, Freda
Qanya, who works in disadvan-
taged schools, team-teaching
with teachers, “giving them the
kind of support that they have
never had. This is a very impor-
tant model that we’re developing
here that could be rolled out to
the rest of the country,” says
Freedman. 

“It’s just amazing,” Freedman

said. “Here we are in Africa,
thousands and thousands of kilo-
metres away from Europe, in a
continent which is dealing with
all its own issues and we’ve got
the Holocaust and Nazi Germany
as a key component in the
national curriculum. 

“We’re the only country in
Africa and one of the few coun-
tries outside of Europe where the
study of the Holocaust is manda-
tory.

“Most centres across the
world, when they hear about

what is happening in South
Africa, are incredibly excited
because they think that we’ve got
a model here which could be
replicated in other parts of the
world, where the Holocaust is a
way of helping to regenerate
society.

“I firmly believe that what we
are doing is part of nation-build-
ing in this country. I believe that
we can use the Holocaust in some
small way to contribute to build-
ing up a society which is much
more caring of itself.”  

Richard Freedman, director of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre, with

Holocaust educator Freda Qanya at the Centre.

CTHC increases its education role
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STORY BY RITA LEWIS
PHOTO: ESTELLE CLINE

ALTHOUGH THE five speakers at
the “Festival of Lights” function
belonged to very different religions
and religious cultures, and came
from extremely diverse back-
grounds, each one brought the
same basic message - that light sig-
nified hope in a world of darkness.

The Union of Jewish Women’s
Henny Zimmerman who convened
this interfaith, intercultural festi-
val held last week at the Union of
Jewish Women House in
Houghton in Johannesburg, said
the idea of the function came
about because at this time of the
year many religious and cultural
groups were “celebrating their
respective festivals which involved
light and joy”. 

She said the quests had been
invited to come and explain their
interpretation of this light and joy
and hoped the morning would fos-
ter better co-existence and under-
standing between them all.

Ray Wolder introduced the
speakers. The first was actress,
teacher and voice-over artist
Caryn Katz who spoke on
Chanukah. She explained the his-
tory behind it and the significance
of the lighting of eight candles. 

She explained how Judas
Maccabee and his brothers and fol-
lowers had fought the Syrian-
Greeks conquerors of their land,
freed the Jews from their slavery;
and how, against overwhelming
odds these ordinary farmers had
managed to band together to
thwart the mighty Syrian-Greeks. 

She told how they had retak-
en their temple, cleaned it out
and reconsecrated it and how
they had made a beautiful
menorah from one solid piece
of gold. This important fact she
said signified the unity of the
Jewish people and the arms of
the menorah signified the
diversity of its people.

The light of the menorah was
the victory of Torah over our
enemies and the centre of the
festival of Chanukah. She
explained how one candle was
lit on the first day, two on the
second, three on the third etc,
gradually dispelling the dark-
ness and changing it into light -
the light of freedom.

Most Jewish customs were kept
within the confines of Jewish
homes and shuls but this “light of
freedom” the menorah, was proud-
ly displayed for all to see in the
windows of Jewish homes for the
entire eight days of the festival
starting on the 25th Kislev, coin-
ciding this year with Tuesday
evening, December 4.

The second speaker, Brigid Rose
Tieman (Biddy), a Catholic sister
of Notre Dame who is presently
writing the history of their 100
years in South Africa, spoke of the
light of Christmas.

She mentioned the Catholic cus-
toms regarding this and the diffi-
culties of celebrating the festival
in the Southern Hemisphere
where it was a “hot Christmas” as
opposed to one celebrated in the
snows of the north.

She told of their tradition to
begin preparing for their celebra-

tions some four weeks prior to the
event, lighting another candle
each week to put into a wreath
which being round, signified the
circle of life and light.

A Tibetan monk, Gisha La
Penda, said we all had the same
desires and hopes, despite some
people focusing on money or suc-
cess or happiness etc. 

Whatever one believed, one had
to change internally rather than
externally. For people to be happy
and content it was important to
put aside negative emotions.

“When light comes on, it elimi-
nates negative thoughts,” he said.
Light pushed away the darkness.

It was also important to depend
on others because “we are all
inter-dependent and to give to oth-
ers is to receive in return”.

Yashika Singh, a Hindu woman,
gave a visual powerpoint presenta-
tion of her religion on a screen
next to a plate on which a ring

(again representing life and
light) of small flickering can-
dles was placed.

She told of the Hindu festival
of Deepavali also known as
Devali at which fireworks are lit
in celebration. She explained
that the word Deepavali was
made up of two smaller words -
Deepa meaning light and vali
meaning row. 

The festival, which is known
as the festival of lights, cele-
brates the return from a jour-
ney by Lord Ram and Mother
Sita. “The lights show the way
to our G-d,” she said. 

The last speaker was Mothole
Serofo Motshega who works
with outreach organisation

MaAfrika Tikkun. She gave a
touching talk on the poverty of
Aids orphans as well as other
unemployed members of her com-
munity with whom she and others
of her organisation worked to
relieve their distress.

She said it was important for
everyone to be involved in the
work to alleviate the amount of
suffering. “We have to give them
hope, to be a light for them as they
are our future leaders.”

In closing the festival, Mina
Sable, national president of the
UJW said there was a “spiritual
foundation among all religions”. It
was a moral imperative to bring
everyone together.

“Let us be the change and may
the warmth and light that has
shone here today, radiate the path-
ways of everyone for a peaceful,
purposeful and prosperous year
ahead.”

Gisha La Penda, a Tibetan monk.

Light - hope in a world of darkness AROUND

THE WORLD
NEWS IN BRIEF

BUSH SENDS CHANUKAH

MESSAGE

WASHINGTON - President
George W Bush drew modern
parallels to the Maccabees in
his annual Chanukah mes-
sage. 

"More than 2 000 years ago,
the land of ancient Israel was
conquered, its sacred Temple
was desecrated, and the
Jewish people were forbidden
to practise their faith," Bush
said in his message sent on
Monday.

"A patriot named Judah
Maccabee and his followers
rose up against their oppres-
sors to take back Jerusalem.
When the Maccabees returned
to reclaim and purify their
Holy Temple, the oil used for
dedication should have lasted
only one day but burned for
eight. 

"Every year since then, Jews
have celebrated this victory of
light over darkness and given
thanks for the presence of a
just and loving G-d." 

The US leader added: "We
pray that those who still live in
the darkness of tyranny will
someday see the light of free-
dom, and we ask for G-d's con-
tinued guidance and bound-
less love and His protection of
all those in need during this
holiday season." (JTA)



6 SA JEWISH REPORT 07 - 14 December 2007

SOCIAL SCENE Rita Lewis   jont@global.co.za

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY RITA LEWIS

HELPING THE needy by giving tzedakah is one of the
three tenets upon which the Jewish world stands.
However, donating money is just one facet of giving
tzedakah. Another, which is just as important, is hav-
ing a hands-on approach entailing the giving of one’s
time and physical effort - with neither one being more
important than the other. 

In this vein, for the past six years Morris, Phillip and
Ross Behr and their families have acknowledged the
efforts of so many by holding a dinner for the represen-
tatives, workers and volunteers of various organisa-
tions who give unstintingly towards the upliftment of
the needy. This was once again most ably organised by
Orange Grove Shul’s Glynis Sifris.

This year the dinner was held at the HOD Centre in
Orchards in Johannesburg and once again it was held
in memory of Israel and Mary Behr. Honoured were
workers and volunteers of Arcadia, the Beth Din,
Bikkur Cholim, Bnei Akiva, the Chevrah Kadisha, the
CSO, Ezra Doctors, Hatzolah, Hospice, Jewish
Women’s’ Benevolent Society, Kosher Meals on Wheels
Magen David Adom, Our Parents Home, Operation
Hunger, the UOS, Sandringham Gardens, Selwyn
Segal, SA Board of Deputies, SA Board of Jewish
Education, Yad Aharon and Yale - many organisations,
each one catering for the different needs of people with-
in the community.

“G-d looks to each one of us to give something differ-
ent,” said Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein. He said that
Jacob and Esau were both brothers with a vision but
each one saw things from a different perspective.

Jacob had an intellectual spirit with a vision that if
they worked together “they could have been a consider-
able force”. 

Added Rabbi Goldstein: “This is how it is with our
South African community - united in our diversity”. He
said we were all different but happily worked together
for the common cause.

In reply, Morris Behr praised those people who
helped out in many different areas - in fact, wherever
they were needed. 

He also paid tribute to those who regularly visit
Sandringham Gardens and Selwyn Segal to bring in
Shabbat for the residents and also the many Jewish
children who visited the sick and the aged - taking with
them biscuits and cookies. Twelve of these youngsters
- two girls and 10 boys - received certificates from Rabbi
Yehuda Stern for their caring attention to the elderly.

Orange Grove Shul’s Rabbi Avigdor Vigler, a close
friend of the Behrs, said when a person did a mitzvah,
he elevated it to an important act of chesed (loving
kindness). He said mitzvoth were everywhere, “You
just have to bend over and pick them up”, he said. 

He commended the Behrs for their generosity in
hosting such a function and said everyone could learn
an important lesson from them.

Entertainment was laid on by Ezra Sher and his
father Rabbi Moshe Sher and Mark Shapiro. They were
accompanied by Evelyn Green on the keyboard.

Behind: Sandra and Toby Behr. Seated: Gail and Morris

Behr with his sister Anne Isaacs and her husband Leo.

Tali Miller receiving a certificate from Rabbi Yehuda Stern

and Morris Behr.

Morris Behr with his wife Gail.

Back: Ross and Jodi Behr with Gail Behr. Front: Bradleigh and Jodi Benater with Cindy

and Phillip Behr. 

Gail Behr stands between her mother Bertha Isserow and

aunt Barla Jacobson.

Keren Leibowitz with Rabbi Yehuda Stern and Morris Behr.

Yale’s Val Margolis and Merle Sager with Gail Behr (centre).

Behrs - once
again - put
spotlight on
tzedakah

President of the Chevrah Kadisha, Steven Adler with

Harold Stein.

Sandra and Toby Behr, a cousin of Morris Behr.
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COMMENT

TRIBUTE BY CHIEF RABBI
WARREN GOLDSTEIN

IT IS with a great sense of
personal sadness and loss
that I write these words in
tribute to the Rosh
Yeshiva HaRav Azriel
Chaim Goldfein, of
blessed memory. He was
my teacher, mentor and rabbi, who
imparted to me the precious gift of
the wisdom, warmth and vitality of
G-d’s Torah. 

He taught us that Torah is not
merely an accumulation of infor-
mation and facts, but a comprehen-
sive world view, together with
character transformation, through
an intimate connection with the
intellect and presence of G-d, and
with past generations of Jews,
especially the great Torah scholars,
going all the way back to Mount
Sinai, and even further to our fore-
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
The Rosh Yeshiva was a living
Torah who connected us to our
noble heritage.

The Rosh Yeshiva and Rebbetzin
Goldfein, may she live long, came
to South Africa 35 years ago with a
mission to establish an authentic,
world-class yeshiva in Johan-
nesburg, based on the sacred tradi-
tions and heritage of the great
Lithuanian yeshivos, in particular
the Telz Yeshiva, which had been
re-established in Cleveland in the
United States, where Rabbi
Goldfein himself studied under
great rabbis who survived the
European Holocaust.

The following words
were written by Rabbi
Goldfein’s mentor, Rabbi
Mordechai Gifter, one of
the illustrious American-
born Rosh Yeshivas of
Telz in Cleveland. He said
these words of Rabbi
Elyah Meir Bloch, who
founded Telz in

Cleveland, but these very words
could have been written of Rabbi
Goldfein himself: 

“The Rosh Yeshiva zt”l was moti-
vated by a deep sense of Divine
mission... It was this sense of mis-
sion which brought forth all his
endless efforts in the building of
Torah in this country... It was this
sense of mission which motivated
him in all his indefatigable work
for the Klal Yisroel (the Jewish peo-
ple)... 

“This sense of mission grows
from a realisation that life has a
purpose and a deep awareness of
that purpose... When one’s life is
permeated with this conscious-
ness, then all is a part of the plan of
Divine Providence - all the situa-
tions and conditions in life repre-
sent the various forms in which
one must perform the mission for
which he has been sent into Olam
Hazeh (this world). This was the
nature of the Rosh Yeshiva’s life.”

Rabbi Goldfein’s self-evident
burning sense of mission and dedi-
cation to building a yeshiva here,
primarily for the training of South
African rabbis for South Africa,
has literally changed the face of
South African Jewry. 

Almost 50 shuls across the length
and breadth of South Africa have
benefited from the students of the
Rosh Yeshiva. Some have served
and continue to do so as rabbis and
others in other significant capaci-
ties. Virtually all the Jewish day
schools across the country have
been enriched by the Rosh
Yeshiva’s graduates, and so have
more than 20 different communal
organisations. 

The Rosh Yeshiva recorded more
than 1 000 shiurim (lectures) which,
over the decades, have been distrib-
uted far and wide in South Africa
and internationally, so that his stu-
dents are to be found everywhere,
and not only among those of us who
were privileged and blessed to learn
from him in his yeshiva.

How did all this happen, especial-
ly if one considers that the enor-
mous contribution of my beloved
teacher was engineered and driven
from a small, and unpretentious
room where the Beis Midrash has
been for all these years, humbly
and unobtrusively tucked away
behind the building of the former
shul of the now disbanded Valley
Observatory Congregation. 

The modest building of the yeshi-
va reflects the style of the Rosh
Yeshiva - humble, shying away from
the limelight, and retaining a low
profile. And so remarkably, despite
his revolutionary and dramatic
impact on South African Jewry,
many of our community are not
aware of the magnitude of the Rosh
Yeshiva’s contribution.

In our prayers on Rosh Hashanah

and Yom Kippur,
we refer to the kol
demama daka, “the
quiet, still voice”,
which makes a
great impact on us.
The Rosh Yeshiva
impacted upon our
community with
the quiet, still voice
of the Holy words
of our Torah and,
in so doing, uplifted
and transformed us
all. 

The Rosh Yeshiva
uplifted and transformed us
through his teachings, which exud-
ed the sheer joy, warmth and clari-
ty of the wisdom of G-d, and the
generations of scholars that came
before him. 

He uplifted and transformed us
through his personal example of
setting for himself and for us the
highest standards of men-
schlichkeit, integrity, sensitivity
and concern for people. He uplifted
and transformed us through his
iron-willed and ever consistent
dedication to daily service and
learning without weakening and
without being deflected from the
lofty goals he so passionately
sought to advance. 

He uplifted and transformed us
with his passion for Jewish unity -
for a Judaism of peace and inclu-
sivity and Jewish unity. He
inspired us with a sense of respon-
sibility for the whole community,
and with a profound vision of G-d’s
world - one that insisted that

through adherence to
His word, and humble
and dedicated faith
and perseverance,
anything is possible.

For all the years I
had the privilege of
learning from the
Rosh Yeshiva, I can-
not recall even one
occasion that he did
not smile virtually
throughout the shiur.
The Rosh Yeshiva was
filled with the joy of
G-d’s Torah and 

His world. 
The Rosh Yeshiva taught us of

the Torah, that “her ways are ways
of pleasantness, and her paths are
those of peace” (Proverbs 3:17). 

The Rosh Yeshiva has left us a
legacy of the Yeshiva Gedolah of
Johannesburg now headed by his
distinguished sons, Rabbi Avi and
Rabbi David Goldfein, great Torah
scholars in their own right, dedi-
cated to the world-view of their
beloved father. 

Rebbetzin Goldfein, his beloved
wife who was always at his side
and a vital partner in their holy
work, continues building the won-
derful Hirsch Lyons Schools they
founded. 

May Hashem comfort the reb-
betzin and her entire family, and
indeed comfort all of us, as we are
all mourners, and may we become
worthy heirs of the great legacy of
the life work of the Rosh Yeshiva,
HaRav Azriel Chaim Goldfein of
blessed memory.

Rabbi Azriel Goldfein - teacher, mentor, rabbi

Rabbi Azriel Goldfein.



JOHANNESBURG/YEOVILLE

Bernard Green continues about Yeoville
Swimming Baths:

“In the late forties and early fifties,
ladies’ and men’s, boys’ and girls’ swim-
ming costumes and towels could be hired
for a penny each. Children paid a penny
and adults paid a tickey (two and a half
cents) to enter the Baths, which was run
by the Municipality. What was, was!

“Superintendents (lifesavers) during
the fifties to eighties era, included
“Strongman” Jones and wrestler Shorty
Barnett, now in his nineties and residing

in Durban.
“The adjacent Yeoville Community

Centre, situated in the park next door,
was built in the early sixties. 

“Across the road was the Apollo Milk
Bar where many of those who frequented
the pool went for their ‘refreshments’. It
was owned by Lucas Savvas, then his
brother Andrew, and then the younger
brother, Michael. A well-known landmark.

“The Yeoville Club Water Polo team was
captained by the well-known and respect-
ed area medical practitioner, Dr Cyril
(Cy) Aaron. Incidentally your correspon-
dent, Dave Berkowitz, was the manager of
the Yeoville junior swimming team. The
one-time chairman of the Yeoville
Swimming and Water Polo Club was the
late Alec Jaffe, later to become a mayor of
Johannesburg.”

BLOEMFONTEIN

The biennial conference of the OFS and

Northern Cape Committee of the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies took
place in Bloemfontein on May 24 1987. Dr I
Helman, chairman of the committee, wel-
comed the delegates who represented the
Jewish institutions of Welkom and
Bloemfontein. 

Several families came from country dis-
tricts, where there were no longer Jewish
communities present. In his comprehen-
sive report reviewing the activities of the
committee, Dr Helman expressed his
appreciation of the dedicated work done by
the conveners of the various sub-commit-
tees.

After the chairman’s report, Alec
Goldberg, national executive director of
the SAJBD, addressed the conference.
Referring to a lecture tour he undertook in
the US in November 1986, he dealt with the
manner in which South African Jewry
could be presented to American Jewish
audiences. Then the conveners of the vari-
ous sub-committees presented their

reports.  
Annette Dubovsky dealt with aspects

of public relations. Monty Bryer pre-
sented the treasurer’s report. He
stressed the detrimental effect of infla-
tionary pressures on the committee’s
budget. Chaplaincy activities were dealt
with by Cecil Meltz, who outlined the
history of these activities from their
inception till the present time. 

Jack Wysoke reported on country com-
munity activities. After mentioning
unsuccessful efforts at organising family
day functions, with the exception of one
at Welkom, he suggested that instead of
having large functions, it might be
preferable to visit individual families,
particularly those living in areas where
there were few or no other Jewish fami-
lies.

Gerald Leissner, national chairman of
the Board, gave the main address. He
dealt with issues of principle facing the
South African Jewish community, such
as the possibility of Israel adopting eco-
nomic sanctions against South Africa.

(From Jewish Affairs).

LOUIS TRICHARDT

From Maish Brenner:

Written for the Federation Chronicle,
January 1960 by Chief Rabbi Prof Louis
Rabinowitz z’l.

“What I want to do is write about the
kashrut of that beautiful home in Louis
Trichardt. The day of our arrival was
almost exactly the 30th anniversary of
the arrival of Chaim Brenner from
Lithuania. 

“During the whole of those 30 years
the Brenners have adhered with
admirable constancy to the strictest
interpretation of the laws of kashrut.    

“Nor are the Brenners one of those
who keep a kosher home but disregard
the need for a kosher stomach. They are
as observant outside the house as they
are within it and the Afrikaners know
that when the Brenners are invited to a
function they do not partake of forbid-
den foods. 

“It is a heartening and soul-warming
experience to see the affection and high
esteem in which they are held by those
Afrikaners.

“Mrs Brenner presides in person over
the kitchen, bakes her own bread for
Sabbath. She kashers the meat which
arrives daily from their son in
Warmbaths. She stores it in the deep
freeze. 

“Mrs Brenner said to me: ‘Rabbi, it
would be a great honour to me if you
would join us at a meal.’ ‘That all
depends,’ I said. ‘Would you mind if I saw
your kitchen?’ Mrs Brenner agreed with
alacrity. Never have I seen a kitchen in a
private house of such dimensions. There
was nothing that would not pass the
most rigid test of kashrut. 

“‘Mrs Brenner,’ I said to her emphati-
cally, ‘not only will I eat, it is my duty to
eat.’.

“I mention these details for a particu-
lar reason. Mrs Brenner’s question was
prompted by previous experiences when
despite all that I have written, visiting
rabbis refuse ‘on principle’ to eat in their
house, and certainly refuse to eat meat.
What they gain by this ‘holier than thou’
attitude, of which this is not the only
example, I fail to understand. Surely
such constancy and devotion deserves
the kind of practical engagement which I
was honoured to give.”

* On October 5, Mavis Knight wrote to
Community Buzz saying that she was a
pensioner and not Jewish. She had lived
among Jewish people her whole life and
asked if it would be possible to borrow a
copy of Benny Michel’s autobiography A
Footnote to a Dream and she also wanted
to know where she could perhaps get a
book on Jewish cooking.

A few days later we received a note of
thanks from Mavis Knight saying that
Barbara and Reg McKay of Parkhurst
had kindly given her the book. Then
Leah Chabas of the Bloemfontein Jewish
community phoned to ask for Mavis’s
address as they wanted to send her a
complimentary Jewish Recipe Book
written by a community member,
Annette Dubovsky. Benny Michel also
phoned as he wanted to send Mavis his
book.      
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COMMUNITY BUZZ
LIONEL SLIER 

082-444-9832, fax: 011-786-5036,

lionel.slier@absamail.co.za

Chief Financial Officer
RReeccrruuiitteerr:: Prism Placements (Pty) Ltd

Location: Sydney, Australia

Category: Finance

Contract: Permanent

Available: Immediately

Offer: Highly negotiable depending on level and extent of experience &

expertise.

A dynamic and progressive South African based company, offering opportunities for

you to be innovative, challenged and rewarded in your career, is seeking a young,

vibrant individual to set up as a Chief Financial Officer in Sydney Australia.

The company is one of the largest tax reclaim companies in the world with 

12 offices globally, and services close to 7000 clients. The company specialises in

reclaiming taxes on international travel and services, and assists companies in

recovering tax from the European Union, Japan, South Korea, Canada and Australia.

QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss:: • CA(SA) or Australian equivalent.

BBaacckkggrroouunndd:: • The person will immediately slot in at the 

highest level of the company and will be the

custodian of its financial strategy and functions.

• The person will oversee the entire financial

function of the company but will also be an

integral part of the company’s business strate-

gy in every facet.

CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss: • Commercially astute person.

• Between the age of 30 and 40.

• An energetic, hard working and conscientious

individual.

• Good command of the English language and

excellent writing skills.

• Self starter who will develop the business 

strategy.

• Entrepreneurial flair with previous business and

financial management experience.

• Good manager of people who can instil 

confidence in the management and finance

teams by motivating staff, setting targets and

monitoring performances.

• Passionate about the company and its business

functions.

• A good strategist and problem solver, who can

assist in developing the business model.

• Can instil an entrepreneurial, financially

focused culture across the group.

• Will relentlessly improve financial systems,

reporting and efficiency.

• Will guide business strategy to increase 

revenues and decrease expenditure.

FFuunnccttiioonnss::  • Develop a finance strategy and ensure that it is in line with

group strategy.

• Responsible for business development and business 

planning.

• Responsible for financial management reporting and analysis.

• Formulate and maintain relevant and useful financial

reporting for the group.

• Liaise with banks and financiers.

• Oversee and work with auditors.

• Responsible for tax related work: savings and efficiencies.

• Oversee statutory work.

• Oversee legal matters, commercial matters and contracts.

• Develop and monitor budgets across the group.

• Manage cash flow.

• Investigate and evaluate new business and strategic

opportunities.

• Attend to any shareholding issues, part sales, and capital

raising (incl. potential listing).

• Maximise debtor and creditor efficiency.

• Oversee the integration of the finance department into the

group.

• Oversee the IT department and assist with implementation

of workflow system.

• Monitor systems and controls constantly to limit the 

possibility of fraud.

• Build and monitor a solid, capable, strong, best of breed

finance team.

• Negotiate contracts and find areas to maximise cost

saving.

• Work with management in assisting them with business

execution.

• Provide business advisory services and key financial

accounting advice.

• Help senior management with ongoing financial 

transactions.

• Oversee and liaise with regards to human resources and

marketing finance issues.

Send CV’s to:

• dani@prismplacements.co.zaDani Shifren  

• Telephone: (+27 11) 384 8177 

• Direct: (+27 11) 384 8033



ALISON GOLDBERG

HAROLD AND Gladys Rosenberg have
just celebrated their diamond wedding
anniversary. Harold was in the army in
the Transvaal Scottish in the Second
World War and was a prisoner of war in
Germany, Italy and Austria for three and
a half years. 

Rosenberg met Gladys when he
returned to South Africa and they got
married on October 19, 1947. They have
one daughter who lives in Johannesburg
with her family and two sons who live in
Toronto with their families. 

The Rosenbergs have nine grandchil-
dren and seven great-grandchildren. 

The couple say they have lived 60
“happy, wonderful” years and are still
very happy to this day, living in
Killarney in Johannesburg. Gladys is
chairman of the Sydenham East branch
of WIZO.

They believe the secret of their happi-
ness is their being content with whatev-
er they have. That, and being able 
to approach one another in a spirit of
give and take and seeing the other’s
point of view. They are also gifted with
the ability to be happy in each other’s
company.

Happiness is...
the Rosenberg
couple
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MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

VOLUNTEERS who give of their time
to read to children at under-
resourced schools in the Western
Cape, were recognised with the award
of certificates of appreciation at an
event held at Leeuwenhof, the resi-
dence of the province’s premier,
Ebrahim Rasool. 

This project of ORT Western Cape -
termed “Angels of ORT” - was
launched in May this year with the
premier’s spouse, Rosieda Shabodien,
as its patron. The Western Cape
Education Department selects the
schools that it feels will benefit from
the efforts of the “Angels”. 

MOIRA SCHNEIDER
CAPE TOWN

DR MORRIS Bruk, 80, has won a gold medal
at the World Masters Weightlifting
Championships held in Hungary. 

This is the fourth international gold
medal that Bruk, who was placed first in the
over 80 years of age category, has been
awarded. He was also placed first in the
same competition held in France last year.

The Masters Championship caters to
entrants over the age of 35 years, eight of
whom were over 80 this year. Bruk, a spe-
cialist in physical medicine, started compet-
ing internationally in 1994 at the age of 68. 

He has been a regular competitor since
then and says he is probably the oldest com-
peting international sportsman in SA.  

At 80, making light of weights

Rosieda Shabodien, spouse of the premier of

the Western Cape, Ebrahim Rasool; Nilly Baruch,

ORT Western Cape chairman; entertainer Alvon

Collison; and “Angels” Irene Mallach and

Danielle Jankelowitz. (PHOTO: COURTESY ORT WEST-

ERN CAPE)

Dr Morris Bruk who has won a gold

medal at the World Masters Weightlifting

Championships.

READ THE 

JEWISH REPORT 

e-paper on our website:
www.sajewishreport.co.za

The W Cape’s special angels
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OPINION AND ANALYSIS

FORUM FOR DIVERSE VIEWS

FOR AS long as many members of the Jewish
community can remember, there have been calls
to pursue “dialogue” with Muslims, because of
the fear that the bitter Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict - interpreted by many as a Jewish-Muslim
conflict - is poisoning the relationships between
South African Jews and Muslims. 

These calls are driven by the belief that if
members of the two groups can get together as
ordinary people living in the same country, who
face many similar problems and have similar
dreams and aspirations, they can overcome the
antagonisms generated by the bloodletting in
the Middle East.

But for the most part, these attempts at dia-
logue never get started - or, if they do, they go
nowhere. Often the reason has been a reluctance
on the part of Muslims to openly engage with
South African Jews because the overwhelming
majority of the latter are fervent supporters of
Israel. And even when there is a willingness on
each side to talk, the dialogue usually rapidly
deteriorates into angry divisiveness as soon as
the discussion turns to the Middle East.

The article on page 4 reports on a public dis-
cussion between Western Cape Premier
Ebrahim Rasool - a Muslim - and Chief Rabbi
Warren Goldstein, aimed at publicly showing
that there is common ground which can be
found and built upon. 

Indeed, it is often pointed out that as adher-
ents of the Abrahamic faiths, Muslims and Jews
have much in common. In addition, as South
Africans, there are many other things we share.

Both speakers took conciliatory viewpoints,
with Rasool stressing the need to consolidate the
“middle ground” between the extremists. The
tone of the evening was so friendly that an unin-
formed member of the audience could easily
have come to the conclusion that there is very
little problem in Muslim-Jewish relations. 

But we all know that there are, indeed, serious
problems and that extremists on both sides
speak very differently and much more negative-
ly about each other. 

Witness the radical Muslim community in the
Western Cape, for example, and the hard-line
views of Jews on the far right. Indeed, both
Rasool and Goldstein are taking certain political
risks with the extremists in their respective con-
stituencies in engaging so publicly with the
“other” side, when the Mideast conflict is burn-
ing so fiercely.

The real purpose of these dialogues, however,
is not to solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, or
even to convince the other side of the “right-
ness” of one’s own understanding of it. 

There is little chance of that, sitting as we are
thousands of kilometres away - and even the
most skilled politicians who live in the middle of
the conflict have not succeeded. One cannot
enter into such a dialogue expecting to change
the world. 

Rather, the aim is to build as much goodwill as
possible, so that when things really turn bad in
the Mideast, the barrel of goodwill between
Muslims and Jews in this country is not empty -
that there is a reservoir to draw on. 

The fact that the participants in the public
forum reported in the aforementioned story are
political and religious “heavyweights” means
there is a stronger chance of creating wide posi-
tive spin-off effects. This is not to say contact
between ordinary individuals is not also essen-
tial, but its effect tends to be much more
localised. 

It is easy to be cynical about the noble and ide-
alistic words spoken by Rasool and Goldstein
and dismiss them as having little effect on the
“real” situation. But such cynicism is misplaced.

Both Muslims and Jews are minority groups
in this country. Both carry feelings of insecurity
deriving from this status. It is essential, if we are
to live successfully together as South Africans,
that we always continue to search for and con-
solidate our common ground between us, which
is more extensive than what divides us. We must
not allow the extremists to negate this.

Code is far narrower than the
Constitutional guarantee of free speech;
it is concerned with fair comment. My
point is not about the merits, but of the
dangers of complaint. Unless the com-
ment moves into the area of
Constitutionally prohibited speech, we
should think three times before seeking
to complain and then probably desist. 

Cartoonists by the nature of their
craft, deserve great latitude. A great car-
toonist like Zapiro annoys many targets -
ask Jacob Zuma, Ronald Roberts, Thabo
Mbeki.  

The Six Day War is a deeply contested
event. To be sure, there was no deliberate
land grab by Israel and any such sugges-
tion is grossly incorrect. Even Avi
Shlaim, one of the most leftwing of the
Israeli historians, in his new biography
of King Hussein, can find no evidence for
this claim. 

But the reasons for the Six Day War are
more complex and give rise to very differ-
ent accounts. While the version relied
upon by the Federation for its complaint,
of Michael Oren, is probably best
researched, the recent book by Tom
Segev provides support for those who
argue that both Nasser and the IDF had a
serious hand in the outbreak of war.   

The object of this reference to the his-
torians, is not to debunk the standard
version of the Six Day War, but to indi-
cate how difficult it is to justify silencing
a cartoon when viewed within such his-
torical context. 

And remember that Amos Oz warned

after the war that Israel was running the
danger of grabbing land if it settled there-
on. 

Hence, I am of the school that would be
less inclined to stifle speech with which I
disagree. Let’s illustrate the problem dif-
ferently: assume that the following
appeared: “While population movements
are as old as the human race itself and
ethnic groups have been migrating since
time immemorial, this Jewish migration
is distinctly different. 

“For a start, European Jews have shown
a clear refusal to integrate into the host
culture.”

Later the author speaks of “the almost
unstoppable demographic explosion of
the Jewish population in the midst of
native Europe’s declining one”. 

Now this is exactly what was published
in Jewish Affairs (Rosh Hashanah 2007) by
one Norman Morrison. Of course Dr
Morrison was writing about Muslims, not
Jews and he was concerned to show how
burgeoning Muslim populations in
Europe constitute the conveyer belt for
the growing rise of radical Islam which
threatens the fabric of Western liberal
life. 

Dr Morrison does distinguish between
moderate Muslims and radical Islam and
argues, correctly, that moderate Muslims
may be even more at threat than other
European communities. But in his breath-
less desire to make his case against the
danger of radical Islam, he runs perilous-
ly close to a conflation of radical with all
forms of Islam and to the argument that
all Muslims should be prevented further
access to Europe.

Now, doubtless Dr Morrison did not
intend this interpretation, but his crude
analysis can be read that way.

So, if an aggrieved Muslim raises a com-
plaint about religious hatred, what is our
so crass an analysis, we could say it is his
(Dr Morrison’s) right to engage in his way
with this serious topic. But if we argue, as
we should, for more speech rather than
less, that assertion counts both ways. 

ON 
BALANCE
Jocelyn Hellig

FREEDOM OF speech is a bulwark
between majoritarian government and
minority rights. 

The voting power of minorities may be
of little practical consequence in chang-
ing relationships of power within society
but the exercise of the right to speak may
well reach way beyond the camp of the
minority. For this reason, I am often
bemused by the speed and enthusiasm
employed by the establishment within our
community to curtail speaking rights of
others. 

To be sure, our Constitution does not
promote an absolute right to free speech.
For one, promotion of hatred of race or
ethnicity, in which “speech” constitutes
incitement to cause harm. But that is a
formidable hurdle.  

The drafters of the Constitution had the
wisdom to understand that speech is not
always agreeable to all, that harsh criti-
cism may well be deeply offensive to the
target, robust debate can be decidedly
unpleasant for some. None of this should
be justification for the curtailment of free
speech.   

Through the vicissitudes of our history,
we Jews should be acutely aware how
often we have been threatened with
silence, with a brutal denial of our rights
to speech; indeed part of the pathology of
anti-Semitism to this day is to silence us
as Jews. 

For this reason, we should be under-
standing of the animating idea behind the
Constitutional guarantee of free speech
and extremely reluctant to call foul.
Sadly, that is not, however, the case. 

Most recently the Zionist Federation
laid a complaint with the Press
Ombudsman against a Zapiro cartoon
published in the Mail & Guardian. The
cartoon suggested that the Six Day War
was a result of Israeli aggression motivat-
ed by the desire “to grab land”.  

Now, the relevant clause in the Press

Think 3 times - then desist

to students. The matter, it seemed, was
settled. But the e-mail has begun circu-
lating again. What now? It is important
to know what really happened.

In March this year the Historical
Association of the UK tabled a report
entitled “Teaching emotive and contro-
versial history”. The Association was
attempting to examine how educators
in Britain were teaching “sensitive
and/or controversial” topics. It aimed
to assess which processes, of those
already tried, were working and which
were not.

One of the motivations for the fact-
finding exercise was that, in their
homes and places of worship, these his-
toric events are often rammed down
children’s throats in emotionally
charged ways. Because the pupils in
question are only 11 to 14 years old, it
was also believed that they might not
have the maturity to handle such
issues. Additionally, teachers often lack
confidence in their subject knowledge. 

The press, in its usual rush to propa-
gate sensation, treated this preliminary
consideration as a fait accompli. It
reported what was the beginning of a
process as if it were the final outcome,
the e-mail call to arms that is going
around the world exacerbating the situ-
ation and spreading panic.

According to the January 2007
Adjegbo Report on “Citizenship” - one
of the subjects considered to possibly
be more suitable for teaching the
Holocaust than history - Sir Keith
Adjegbo said that while “the curricu-
lum in the UK is a broad framework”

that leaves scope for schools to make
their own decisions, “teaching elements,
including the Holocaust... will be com-
pulsory”. 

There are no plans to stop teaching the
Holocaust in the UK. Rather, the discus-
sions are targeted towards teaching it
everywhere and, also, towards teaching
it properly. 

It is, indeed, tragic that an attitude
prevails among Muslim students that
the Holocaust is a myth from which they
have nothing to learn. When so regard-
ed, they tend to interpret it in terms of
the Palestinians having had to pay the
price for the sins of Europe.

That the South African history cur-
riculum will include teaching about the
Holocaust in grades 9 and 11, is a wel-
come and timely development, particu-
larly in a country that has historically
suffered the devastating racial engineer-
ing of apartheid. 

Equally welcome is the decision to
establish a Holocaust Centre in
Johannesburg, a development that is
long overdue. It will be part of a broader
structure, the South African Holocaust
Foundation, and will work alongside
Cape Town’s Holocaust Centre which -
using the Holocaust as a central motif -
has been reaching out to the wider com-
munity for years in order to foster toler-
ance and respect for the “other”.

Like educators in the UK and else-
where, our teachers may not always feel
up to the task. It is vital, therefore, that
they have ready access to resources so
that they can be well informed and feel
confident about pre-empting some of the
problems that are bound to arise when
teaching such sensitive topics. 

This is the prime underlying reason
for the establishment of Johannesburg’s
Holocaust Centre and Durban’s smaller
Holocaust Resource Centre, both of
which will be there, along with the Cape
Town Holocaust Centre, to service the
wider community.

IN MID-APRIL this year, a disturbing 
e-mail began doing the rounds: “Schools
in the UK no longer teach about the
Holocaust in their history classes for
fear of offending Muslim students”. 

“Now, more than ever”, the message
implored, “with Iran, among others,
claiming the Holocaust to be ‘a myth’, it
is imperative to make sure the world
never forgets”.

Aiming to reach 40 million people, the
e-mail claimed to be a memorial chain
for “the six million Jews, 20 million
Russians, 10 million Christians and 1 900
Catholic priests who were murdered,
massacred, raped, burned, starved and
humiliated with the German and
Russian peoples looking the other way!” 

Recipients were asked not to break the
chain, but to send it on to every person
they know.

Predictably, a torrent of indignant
and despairing press articles followed,
but it did not take long for a disclaimer
to be issued stating that the central
premise of the e-mail message was
incorrect. 

Only one school, in one of the UK’s
northern cities, had made the decision
to stop teaching about the Holocaust as
part of its history syllabus as it wished
to avoid confronting anti-Semitic senti-
ment and Holocaust denial that it knew
would inevitably be provoked among
some of its Muslim pupils. 

The school obviously had knowledge
that a lot of us don’t - the make-up and
presuppositions of its own pupils and
their cultural and religious biases.

There was similar hesitancy about
teaching the Crusades, and one school
stopped doing so, believing that the bal-
anced academic treatment of the subject
that should be striven for, may have
uncomfortably challenged the pupils’
existing perceptions as garnered from
their local mosques.

Elsewhere in the UK, information on
the Holocaust was still being imparted

Has the UK banned Holocaust teaching?

THE JURY
IS OUT
Dennis Davis 
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of Muslims and
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